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tes H O UGH fome of our crafty Neighbours 
made the Conteſt for the Crown of Poland 

one of their fpeeſous Pretexts for kindling 
up a War in Euydpe, which has ſince ſad- 
dled the Britiſh Nation, not only with 
n round Expence but an additional Debt, 
vrefled Sicily and Naples out of the Hands of the Houfe 
of Aufffria, and aggrandized the Family of Bourbon to 
a very portentous Feighth, by the Acquifition of thoſe 
Kingdom, and the Dutchies of Lorrain and Bar; we 
vere, nevertheleſs, obliged to diſcontinue the Thread of 
fo important a Diſpute, to make Room for Tradfations 
at home of no leſt Importance to Britons, in Regard to 
the Preſer vation of their Trade and their Libertiex: We 
mean dur Parliamentary Proceedings and Negvciations 
for a Peace. But as the Courts of Ver ſailles and Madria 
ate no (diſpoſed, or at leaft politicly ſeem fo, to af 
ford ſome little breathing Time to Chriftendom z and 
Matter not being therefore likely to multiply ſo faſt 
upon dur Hands, for a Vear or two to come, as it hag 
done theſe twelve Months paſt, we ſhall reſume our 
Hiftotical- Narration of the Scuffles in Poland, which 
we hope will contribute to the Inſtruction, as well as 
Amuſement of our Readers. | 2 aflg. 3i19 
In the Concluſion of Number 756 of our Regifter, we 
mentioned the Retreat of King Staniſlaus, and the Surs 
render of 'Dan!Zick to the Ruſſian Velt · Marſnal Count 
Munich; but before we proceed any further in the Des» 
tail of the once as little expected as at preſent ſurptiſing 
Succeſs of King Auguſtus III. let us fee what became 
of his illuſtrious Compuriter, the gailanh * 
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of Louis XV of France, after he was conſtrained, by 
adverſe Fate, and the ill Performance of the ſolemn 
Promiſes made him, to abandon his brave and faithful 
Dantzickers to the Mercy or rather Fury of their Ene- 
mies: This, indeed, oO Enquiry which cannot be bet- 
ter traced than by the Relation which that magnani- 
mons Prince himſelf gives of his Eſcape, and the Dan- 
gers he ran through, in a Letter which he writ ſoon 
after his Arrival in Pruſſia, to a Perſon of Diſtinction 
in Dantzick: We therefore give it the Publick, not 
only as a Piece of the greateſt Curioſity, but as an Ex- 
ample of the moſt heroick Patience, as well as the moſt 
exalted Fortitude and Courage of Majeſty in Diſtreſs. 


POLAND. | 
Letter from King nies 2 *. of Diſlincliun ig 


SIR | | 1 
SI can eaſily figure to myſelf your Uneafineſs at 
A. my leaving Dans. ick, tis but juft that I relate to 
you the Manner of it: The Zeal you have ſhewm for 
my Intereſt claims this from me; and you will Tee in 
it the all- powerſul Hand of God, who cap ſupport vs 
wh 1 human Aſſiſtance fails, and we ſeem ine vi- 
tably it! | 

I am fenfible that it has been thought imprudent in 
ane to continue in that City till it was teduced to the lai 
Extremity ; but when we act from Principals of Con- 
Fcience, of Honour, and of our Country, may we not 
be allow'd to arm ourſelves againſt Danger, and to pre- 
Fr to the Security pur Perſons thoſe three Principles, 
which conftitute the Man of Honour? - 

For beſides that, I ex pected Suceours daily, and a haſty 
Netreat would have put me out of Condition to receive 
them, 1 ſhould, by my leaving Dantxick, have opened 
abe Gates of it to the Enemy, the Magiſtrates holding 
out the Siege from no other Motive than to defend me, 
Thus, laying aſide the Vanity which a Conſciouſneſs of 
Reſolution and Intrepidity might inſpire, I was obliged 
either to continue in the City, in Order that the .expeR- 
ed Succours might have Time to arrive; or bury my- 
felf in the Ruins of it, with thoſe brave Citizens, and 
thoſe dear Poliſk Friends, who, with their Wives and 
Children ſhar'd my Fate. I perſiſted in this * 
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"ilk the #rifamous Surrender of Weckſelmunde, the capi- 
talating of which, forced Daitzirters, with my Conſens, 
to provide for their own Safety; upon which Occafion 
finding they were going to change their Sovereign, f 
thought V bound in Gratitude, not to expoſe them 

Grief of abandoning me, but to diſpenſe with 
heir Fidelity by my leaving thetr City, which, how 
deſperate a Refiſfance foever had been made, could not 
bave held out any longer; not to mention my being 
ſolicited by all the Poll, Noblemen, who made their 
Safety conſift in my Preſervation 3 fo that after the 
Enemy demanded the Surrender of my Perfon as the 
Web rs of the Capitulation, I reſolv'd to leave 
Dantzitłk. 

*Twas on this Occaſion I experienced the Teal of 
thofe” HO are ſincerely attach'd to my Intereſt, 'by . 
the different Projects which were formed to facilitate 
my Eſcape, infomuch that a Lady, confiding, in a Pea- 
ſant of that Country whom ſhe knew, was ſo much a 
Heroine, as to offer to diſguiſe herſelf as a Peaſant, 

and pri for my Wife. „ | 
Another Ex pedient was propoſed to me, and this 
wis, to pur myſelf at the Head of an Rundred intrepid 
Men, and force a Way thro* the Enemy: But I judg'd 
it iniprafficable, becauſe of the Inundation, which ex- 
tender three Leagues one Way, and of the Lines of 
Circtmvallation on the other, which it would be im- 
poſible to paſs on Horſeback. The Method I coneluded 
the fafeft, was that which the Embaſſador propoſed, 
and accordingly I went to his Houſe, in Ortler to put 
it in Execution, in the Evening on the 27th of June, 
being Sunday, upon Pretence of ſpending a quiet Night 
there, by removing out of Danger of the Bombs, 
which begun to fall in that Part where I reſided, _ 

At Ten in the Evening, having diſguis'd myſelf as. 
« Peafint, with only a courſe Shirt on, and accompanie 
by General Steenflieth, I left the Embaſſador's Houſe,, 
to go and meet ar} Officer who waited for me on the 
Rampart, whete being arriv'd we croſſed the Ditch- 
in two little Boats; the Officer leaving, us behind rode 
forward to ſecure a Poſſ held by a ſubaltern Officer and- 
a few Soldiers; immediately a Quarrel aroſe, and in 
a Moment I ſaw the ſubalterri Officer preſent his Piece 
to the other, refuſing either to let himſelf or his Com- 
pany paſs;. his over-great- V igilance- oblig'& the Officer 
to tell him that it was I; but the Subaltern Officer ſuſ- 
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pecting his Veracity, came to the Boat, Jook'd me in 
my Face, and knowing me, tho' *twas the Dusk of the 
Evening, made me a very low Bow, and wiſh'd me a 
good Journey. As the ſubaltern Officer knew me, I 
was aſſur'd that my Eſcape would be no longer a Se- 
cret, and conſequently that my Safety was very preca- 
rious. After taking Leave of the Officer, we rowed 
thro? the Inundations, in Hopes of reaching the Yiſtu- 
la to croſs it the ſame Night, and to arrive by Days» 
break beyond ſuch Poſts of the Enemy as lay neareſt 
to the City. But how great was my Surprize, to ſee 
the Peaſants, after they had rowed about a Quarter of 
a League, carry us to a poor Hut which ſtood in the 
Middle of the Waters, and tell us, that we muſt paſs 
all that Night and the next Day in it, the Night being 
already too far advanced ſor us to get to the Viſtula be- 
fore Day-break. We were forced to obey, and accor- 
dingly landed, but with heavy Hearts, becauſe of the 
little Haſte we made, and the evident Hazard we run. 
We went into the Room, and, as the Sight of it 
made me have no grcat Inclination to ſleep, there not 
being ſo much as a Corner for me to reſt myſelf, I 
took this Opportunity to get acquainted with my illu- 
ſtrious Company, which conſiſied of four Perſons : The 
firſt was our chief Guide, who appeared to me the Mo- 
ment I ſaw him, a very ſilly Fellow: He aſſumed an 
Air of Authority, and claiming Obedience to his Or- 
ders, would not ſuffer any one to debate or argue, I 
ſhould willingly have ſubmitted to this Subordination, 
Had I not perceived that our Commander (tho' he was 
wholly unacquainted with ſuch Poſts of the Enemy as 
it was neceſſary for us to avoid, fir'd by no other Mo- 
tive than the large Reward the Embaſſador had promiſed 
him) was determined to conduct us at Random. The 
ſecond, whoſe Name and Profeſſion I enquired, anſwered, 
that he was a Merchant, but had fail'd; he ſpoke the 
Faliſi Tongue, and appeared a Perfon of Merit. The 
other two were Schnaphans®, and ſeemed, by their Air 


and Manner, . 7 Villains. I ſpent the reſt of the 


Night on a Bench, leaning upon the Merchant, with 
whom I made myſe}f moſt familiar, by Means of the 
Foliſi Tongue, which gave us an Opportunity of can- 
verſing together with Eaſe, 
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On Monday Morning, being the 28th, I left the 
Room, in Order to take a View of the City, which was 
fill bombarding. When I reflected on its unhappy 
Fate, eſpecially as all. the good faithful Friends I left 
in it would ſoon be obliged, againſt their Will, to de- 
clare themſelves my Enemies, Cold not poſſibly have 
felt greater Tortures, had my Entraiis been torn away: 
But afterwards, reflecting on myſelf, not knowing whi- 
ther to go, nor what to do; altho' I was ſo hardened 
by Misfortunes, I yet ſhould have ſunk under them, 
had it not been for the immediate Afiſtance of the Al- 
mighty. Whilſt I was revolving theſe Things, I heard 
the Enemy fire from all their Batteries, and from their 
Fleet, accompany'd with a general Diſcharge: of their 
ſmall Arms: I concluded that this was by Way of re- 
Joicing for the Taking of Vechſelmunde, which gave me 
no little Diſquiet ; and indeed I was in ſuch deep Af- 
fliction, that General Steenflieth was obliged to pull me 
by the Sleeve, and awake me as out of a deep Sleep, 
in Order to make me partake of a poor Soup he had 
dreſs'd, A little after a Schnaphan landed from his 
little Boat, ſaying, that his Captain had ſent him, with 
a ſhort Letter, and two little Pieces of dried Tongue 
for General Steenflieth, The Letter was ſent to wiſh 
him a good Journey, but we could never diſcover who 
it came from, nor by what Means the Schnaphan found 
us out. I drew a mournful Conſequence from hence, 
as it ſhew'd that our Departure from Dantzick was no 
longer a Secret; to which I added, the flow Progreſs 
we made; two important Articles, the failing in which 
could portend no Good; but Heaven was pleaſed to order 
it ſo, to keep us from confiding in human Meaſures, 
and oblige us to rely on his holy Providence only, by 
which he conducted us. I was very impatient all the 
Remainder of the Day *till Night came, in the Begin- 
ning of which we embarked, rowing perpetually thro* 
Reeds and impraQicable Places, being obliged: every 
Moment, where there was no Depth of Water, to draw 
the Boat over Marſhes into Ditches where there. was 
ſome. About Midnight we arriv'd, as, we thought, 
near the Bank of the Viſtula, where our Conductors 
obliged us to land, and theſe, after holding Council to- 
gether, without communicating the Particulars of it 


ta us, order'd General Steenflieth to walk on Foot along 


the Bank with our chief Conductor, and the Bankrupt 
Merchant who ſpoke Poli; after which the two 
Schnaphans 
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Schnaphans went again into the Boat with me, aſſuring 
me that we ſhould meet with our Companions at about 
a League diſtance from the Place where we then were. 

I was no way pleaſed with this Separation, fearing 
that I ſhould not meet again with General Steenffiet l. 

1 ſuppos'd, that being now artiv'd at the Yiftula, we 
were to croſs it at this Place; but I was mi #ken, for 
*twas the farther Side of the Nering, whence there 
would have been no Poffibility of our getting away. 

After we had rowed on very painfully during too 
Hours, I, enquiring after our Comrades, was anſwered, 
that they were before, and that we ſhonld ſoon be up 
with them. As Day began to peep, and all the Houfes 
thereabouts were frequentec by Mn/covites or Cofſarks, 


it would not be poſſible for us to reach before the Gloom 


was difpelled, the Place where we were to croſs the 
Fiſtula ; we therefore were forced to ſtop once more at 
a Houſe belonging to a Peaſant, with whom my Con- 
ductors were acquainted. As we were going in, the 
Peaſant was asked, whether any Muſcovite lodg'd in his 
Houſe ;' he! anſwered there did not, but ſaid that feveral 
we 

were forced to ſtay with him; a Moment after which 
my two Scina phiaus took me into the Garret, threw me 
a Bundle of Straw, and bid me He ftill,, faying that 
they, in the mean Time, would be upon the Watch, 
and go in queſt of my Companions. 3 
After being kept awake two Nights, I wanted a little 
Sleep, but that was impoſſible; and finding my Bed 
very hard, I *roſe up, and look d through a little Win- 
dow, whence I ſaw, about twenty Paces from me, two 
Muſcovites, who were looking after their Horſes which 
fed in a Meadow: An Officer was walking up and 
down thereabouts, and 4 Party of Coſſacks (fix in Num- 
ber) paſs'd within half a' dozen Paces from me. This 
unpleating Sight oblig'd me to retire” immediately to 
my Bundle of Straw, to reflect on the Means how to 
extricate myſelf from this Blockade, not knowing that 
it was till cloſer than I imagined; for the Landlady 
came and whifpered me not to make a Noife, ſaying, 
that there were five Coſſacks at Breakfaſt in her Houſe. 
Upon receiving theſe Orders I did not ſtir once; and 
during the two Hours they ſtay'd there, IT over-heard 
from my Garret all their Diſcourſe, which related to 
the Siege of Dantzick. After they were gone, the 
Landlady, having probably reflected, by the * 
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ment I had been thruſt into, that there was ſome Myſte- 
ry in all this, came again to me, ask'd me ſimply, 
whence I came, and who I was, ſaying, that ſhe knew 
yery well, by the German I ſpoke, that I was not one of 
that Country, and faw by my Face that I was not a Pea- 
ſant. I made Her believe whatever ſhe pleaſed ; but 
*twas much worſe when ſhe told me that her Houſe was 
in Danger, and that the Myſcovites would burn her alive 
in Caſe they found me in it. I trembled at theſe Words. 
being afraid ſhe would turn me out of Doors; but uſed 
all the Arguments poſſible to remove her Fears, and de- 
fired her not to d iſturb me. 

Twas on Tueſday the 29th, when finding myſelf 
alone in the Garret, ſeparated from General Steerflicth, 
I ſuffer'd a very cnyel Kind of Torment, which is, the 
being incapable to act when we are endued with the 

eateſt Activity, and the being obliged to wait, motion- 
eſs, in Expectation of the moſt difmal Accidents. This 
State of Inactivity ſuggefted the moſt gloomy Reflections, 
in the Midft of which I made two that gave me real 
Conſolation ; firſt, that God had deprived me of General 
Steeuflieth, the only Man who could aſſiſt me, purpoſely 
that I might confide in him only; and ſecondly, that a 
viſible Divine Providence ſuperintends all Things. You 
are to know, that at my leaving Dantx ick, the Embaſſa· 
dor had given us two hundred Ducats, ane hundred to 
Steerflieth, and one hundred to me. The Moment we ſet 
aut, as I ara not uſed to carry Money about me, and. 
finding it heavy, I reſolved to eaſe myſelf of it inftant- 
7 and give it Steenflieth to keep. However, notwith- 
tanding the great Inclinstion I had to do this, yet (but 
how I cannot tell) I delay'd giving it him: And after 
we were ſeparated, I confider'd the dreadful Condition I 
ſhayld have been in, had I been without a Penny about 
me: Which Circumſtance revived me, and made me 
firmly believe, that I was under the immediate Protec- 
tion of Heaven, 

Quite tir'd with my preſent Situation, I came down, 
in Order to get ſome Intelligence from my Guides. 
Theſe told me, that they knew General Steerflieth was 
not above a Quarter of a League off, and would come 
up with us that very Night, at the crofling of the Viſtula; 
and that the Boat was quite ready to carry us over ; but 
that, as the Wind blew very hard, they did not know 
Whether it would be ſafe for us to croſs, it being but a 
very ſmall Vedelin. I told them, that we had no 1 
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ſor debating; and that, as we could not run a greater 
Hazard, than in ſtaying where we were, it was abſolute. 
Iy neceſſary for us to ſet out at all Adventures. 

This Reſolution being taken, the Moment it began to 
grow dark we ſtept into the Boat, and left it a Quarter of 
a League farther, at the Extremity of the Floods. We 
then walk'd a large League to the Viſtula; it being a 
Marſh, we walk'd, the greateſt Part of the Way, up to 
the Knees in Mud, Being got to the Bank, one of my 
Schnaphans bid me ſtay there with his Comrade, ſaying, 
that he, in the mean Time, would go a Quarter of 4 
League farther, and ſee whether the Boat was at the 
Place he had appointed. There we waited a full Hour 
for him ; when he at laſt returned, to tell us, that he 
had not found the Boat, and that the Muſcovites muſt 
have carry'd it off. What could we do? Only return 
from whence we came. Accordingly we walk'd another 
League back, and at laſt got to a Houſe, the Landlord 
of which appear'd a rational, active, reſolute Man. 
He engaged to procure me a Paſſage over the Viſtula, and 
was as good as his Word; and hiding me in his Garret, 
he went to look for a Boat, and to enquire whether it 
would be ſafe for us to croſs over. | * 

On Wedneſday the 3oth, not being able to fleep, as I 
was ſtanding at my Garret Window, I had the Pleaſure 
to ſee our chief Guide, who had wander'd with General 
Steenflieth, come into the Houſe. Immediately I en- 
quit'd after the General, and was anſwer'd, that he went 
the Night before, to the Rendezvous at the Paſſage of 
the Viſtula, where the Coſſacks met them on the Bank; 
that he himſef had taken to his Heels; but as for Gene- 
ral Steenflieth, he did not know what was become of 
him; whence I concluded that I had quite loft him, 


Nevertheleſs, I behav'd with Courage under this new 


Diſappointment, when I refleded, that ſince I was thus 
abandon'd, it would be abſolutely neceſſary for me to 
rouze up all my Faculties, and not ſuffer myſelf to be 
over-power'd by Affliction, how grievous ſoever it might 
he. As J was thus labouring with theſe inward Strug- 
gles, my Landlord came, about Five in the Evening, 
and ſaid, that he, indeed, had met with the Boat of a 
Fiſherman, at whoſe Houſe two Muſcovites lodged, but 
that there was no getting thither, becauſe of the great 
Number of CoſjJa:cks who were diſperſed up and down, 
either to look after their Horſes, that were grazing in 
the Meadows, or in Search of me, my retiring from 
EI Dantzick 


_—_ 
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Dantzick being no longer a Secret, and that they ſeiz'd 
all ſuch Peaſants as were about my Age and Stature, 

At this News I concluded, that it would now be im- 
poſſible for me ever to eſcape. I then held a Council 
with the Peaſants, the Reſult of which was, that we 
ſhould continue that Night, and all the next Day in the 
ſame Place; which we did accordingly. 

On Thurſday the firſt of July, I again fammon'd our 
Council, to enquire whether there was no other Paſſage 
where we might croſs with Safety. I am to inform you, 
that our Conſultations were regulated by a great Bottle 
of Brandy, which the Embaſſador had 2 to be put 
into a Hamper, that ſerv'd as a Bottle-Caſe, with a 
Bottle of Hungarian Wine, to which, I may juſſly affirm, 
I ow'd my Subfiſtence, during the ſeven Days of my 
vagrant Life. To return to the Brandy; it was neceſſa- 
ry to proportion the Quantity of it ; for when my Pea- 
ſants took but a Sup, they would be faint-hearted, and 
declare, they could not ſee how it would be poſhble for 
us to get forward, and that they were afraid of being 
taken and hang'd ; but when they had drank more, they 
would have conducted me through the Enemy's Camp. 
By this Means I was ever fluQuating between two very 
dubious Extremes: Add to this, that I ſpoke ſo little 
German, that I could ſcarce explain myſelf, or under- 
Rand their Jargon, 

About fix in the Evening, the Landlord of the Houſe 
came, with an Air of Joy, and aſſured me, that all the 
Cofſacks, who had been in the Neighbourhood the Night 
before, were gone ; that the Paſſage was open, and that 
the Boat waited for me on the Shore of the Viſtula, at 
a League's Diſtance from the Place where we then were. 
I waited very impatiently for the Dusk, which being 
come, I mounted a Horſe, and ſet out with my Lana- 
lord, who got upon another. The Order of our March 
was thus; the Landlord was to ride before, I was to 
follow him at fifty Paces Diſtance, and the three Pea. 
ſants were ta walk an Foot, and form the Rear- Guard. 

In this Manner we paſs'd through dreadful Slonghs, in 
which my Horſe, who could fcarce ſtand upon his Legs, 
fell upon his Noſe at almoſt every Step he took. We 
could perceive the Enemy's Fires every where round us, 
and were forced to paſs, upon Account of the Ditches, 
very near the Village of Hey/mark, where there was a 
Nery conſiderable Poſt, "0M here the Enemy erabark's, 
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their Artillery and Ammunition, in Proportion as they 
arriv'd. a,” 
Having rode happily half a League without meeting 
with a tingle Perfon, my Landlord defired me to halt 
there, ſaying, that he, in the mean Time, would go 
once more, and ſee whether the Paſſage was open, the 
Place being moſt difficult of Acceſs. I had not waited 
Jong before he return'd, in the utmoſt Surprize, and told 
us, that all the Neighbourhood thereabouts was full of 
other Coſſacks ; that he had even been examin'd, but had 
got clear, by declaring, that as he was carrying Provi- 
fions to the Army, he had loſt Horſes in the Meadows, 
and was then looking for them. At this News all my 
Companions were in the utmoſt Conſternation, and de- 
clared unanimouſly, that we muſt return to the Place 
from whence we came. As we ſhould have run a mani- 
feſt Hazard in ſo doing, I aſſur'd them that I would never 
agree to it, and that all we had to do, was to arm our- 
ſelves with great Clubs, and knock down the Coſſacks, in 
Caſe we were ſyperior to them in Number, and could 
over-power them; or otherwiſe to uſe the ſame Expe- 
dient in which my Landlord had ſucceeded, viz. to ſay 
that we were looking for our Horſes, which were ſtray'd 
in the Meadows. However, this Propoſal was not re- 
Iiſh'd, upon which my Landlord bid us halt, ſaying, he 
would go once more upon the look-out, and fee whether 
He could find a Paſſage either to the Right or Left. 
Whilſt this was doing, (we all Jying on our Bellies) 
my three miſcreant Peaſants were going to abandon me, 
declaring continually that they would not be hang'd. 
Hearing this, the only Favour I requeſted was, that they 
would ſtay 'til] my Landlord came back. Accordingly, 
I prevail'd with them, and the Landlord return'd ſoon 
after, to tell us, that the Coacks were gone, and that 
the Paſſage was open that Inſtant. Immediately F 
mounted my Horſe, and my three Peaſants follow'd me 
at a great Diſtance, firmly reſolved to run away in Cafe 
any unlucky Thing befel me or my Landlord, We 
walked for half a League, till we came to the Bank, 
when we ſaw coming towards us a little Muſcovite Wag- 
gon, with three Men in it; upon which we ran behind 
a Tree, and ſtood there unperceiv'd. We left our Horſes 
at an hundred Paces from hence, and walk'd on Foot a 
(Quarter of a League. My Landlord making me lie 
down among the Flags on the Shore of the Viſtula, went 
in queſt of the Boat. However, he did not leave me 
long 
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Jong in this Poſture, and I ſoon ſaw him return with the 
Boat, at the very Time that my three Peaſants came up 
with us: We then embark'd, and, by the manifefl Afi- 


' Nance of God, reached the other Side of the Viſtula. 


There we very fortunately found a large Village, 
where we arriv'd on Friday the 2d of July, at Day- 
break. I was no ſooner got into it, but I ask'd for 
Horſes, in order to proceed on my Journey; but this 
was not poſſible, My Peaſants, who now thought them- 
ſelves out of Danger, went into a Houſe, Jaid down, in 
ſpite of all the Arguments I could uſe, and fell into a 
deep Sleep. I was forced to let them ileep on, and walk 
about the Houſe as Sentinel; but grown quite weary of 
this Poſt, I return'd into the Room, when waking very 
gently, and with the utmoſt. Caution, one of my Pea- 
ſants, I intreated him, in the ſofteſt Words, to go and 
hire Horſes for us. Accordingly he 'roſe, went out, 
and return'd in about two Hours, bur ſo drunk that he 
could ſcarce ſtand on his Legs, bringing with him a 
Man, who offer'd to hire us two Horſes and a Calaſh; but 
upon Condition, that we ſnoulck leave the Value of them 
with one of the Townſmen, to prevent their loſing any 
Thing by us, in Caſe we ſhould be plunder'd by the 
Coſſacks. As *twas not our Bulineſs to haggle, and we 
wanted to be gone, I made ſhort work of it, by purcha- 
ſing the Equipage at the Price demanded, viz. 25 Ducats. 
While this was doing, a Crowd got. round us, before 
whom my drunken Peaſant began to expatiate on his 
great Merit, ſaying, that he would not be bubbled, but 
would know what Reward was to be given him, he ha- 
ving ventur'd his Neck to conduct me. Upon this, our 
chief Guide, fir'd with a Spirit of Generolity, began to 
ſquabble with him, ſaying, he was a Raſcal, that this 
was not a Time to debate on ſuch Matters, and that he 
had exerted himſelf as much as any Body, and yet had 
not made any Demand. This Quarrel, which *rofe to 
a great Height, prov'd to the Crowd that I was a Per- 
ſon of Conſequence, inſomuch that every one began to 
diſtinguiſh me from my Companions. I reconciled 
Matters as well as I could ; and would very willingly 
have left my drunken Peaſant, who was now of no Uſe 
to me, had I not been afraid that, intoxicated as he was, 
he would have quite diſcover'd me. I therefore was 
obliged to pack him up in the Calaſh, and ſupport, or 


rather carry him on my Back, to keep him from break- 


ing his Neck. My chief Guide rode before, to conduct 
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the Calaſh ; and I left the third, whom I believed had 
moſt Senſe, with Orders to go and acquaint the Embaſſa- 
dor of my having happily croſs'd the Viſtula. At laſt we 
ſet out about Noon, without daring to ask the Way, to 

revent, in Caſe of a Purſuit, any one from giving the 
leaſt Intelligence about me. I myſelf fieer'd our Courſe 
by the Map, being well acquainted with the Situation 
of that Country; and as we were to paſs the Noga?, I 
always went towards the Puint where it ſeparates from 
the Viſtula, leaving Marienburg to the Left, it being gar- 
riſon'd by the Enemy. I went by upwards of twenty 
Villages, poſſeſs*'d by either Saxons or Muſcovites, with- 
out any one's taking the leaſt Notice of me. 

After travelling very hard during four Hours, our 
Horſes were quite tir'd ; the Weather alſo was very 
ſultry, ſo that it was neceſſary for us to refreſh them; 
but with what Safety could we flop, as the whole Coun- 
try was ſul] of Enemies? Providence, however, fur- 
niſh'd us with an Opportunity, we ſpying, at a hundred 
Paces from the Road, a lone Houſe without one Soul in 
it. We afterwards ſet out again, and arriv'd at eight in 
the Evening at a publick Houſe, on the Shore of the 
Vifiula, We found an old Boat which lay upon the Land, 
when my Peaſants fancy'd that we were got to the Nogat, 
and ſo were reſol ved to croſs it in this crazy Veſſel ; but 
I happening very fortunately to enquire of a Paſſenger 
whether this were the Noga?, he anſwer'd, it was not, 
but that I was not above a League and a half from it, 
and that this was the Viſtula. 

Had it not been for this Information, we ſhould have 
croſs'd the Viſtula, and ſo had been undone ; we there- 
fore told the Landlord, that we were Butchers belonging 
to Marienburgh, and intended to croſs the Nogat to buy 
Cattle; he told us that this would be impoſſible, all 
the Boats, to the very ſmalleſt, having been taken away 
and carry'd to Marienburgi, upon Account of the Poliſh 
Troops that were roaming in Parties up and down the 
Country, on the other Side the Nogat. Hearing this, 
I could not ſee a Poſhbility of my eſca ping, and we 
were forced to ſpend the Night in the Barn, our Horſes 
being quite tired. Juſt as Day began to break, my Pea- 
ſants came to this Reſolution, that we muſt go over the 
Bridge to Marienburgh, and that they could not think of 
any other Method. I obſerved to them, but to no Pur- 
poſe, that there was a Garriſon in this City, and that 
we ſhould certainly be ſeized by it: They were deaf to 

2 | my 


No 81 for the Tear 1736. 13 
my Arguments, and even threaten'd to leave me in 
Caſe I did not comply. However I at laſt prevailed 
ſo far, that we ſhould proceed to the Shore of the Nogat, 
and that in Caſe we had not an Opportunity of croſſing 
it, we then ſhould go by Marienburg; accordingly we 
went all along the Bank, thro' Woods and execrable 
Way, *till we arriv'd at a little Village, 
I ſaid to them, that it would be proper for us to ſtop, 
but my two Peaſants, who were always for domineering 
refus'd, declaring that it was to no Purpoſe, and even 
dangerous for us to make any Enquiry, fince we were 
ſure we could not paſs the River any where but at Ma- 
rienburg - Nevertheleſs, I at laſt was ſo far Maſter, 
that one of my Peaſants went into the Houſe to make 
ſome Enquiry, but, very luckily for me, the Inhabi- 
tants could not ſpeak any Tongue but the Poliſh, as he 
came and inform'd me, adding, that he could not make 
them underſtand him. | 
Upon this I alighted from the Calaſh, with Deſign 
to ſpeak fo them ; but this my Peaſants oppos'd, they 
being afraid that my Speech would betray me. After 
diſputing ſome Time, they came from the Calaſh, -and 
told me plainly that they would leave me, being deter- 
mined to ſave their Necks: I willingly conſented, being 
no longer able to bear with their Inſolence and Stupidity. 
I then went into the Houſe, and told the Landlady very 
courteouſly, that I wanted to croſs the Noga?, in Order 
to go and buy Cattle ; but ſhe told me that there was 
not one Boat upon the River, and that ſhe herſelf had a 
few Cattle to diſpoſe of: I anſwered, that I would 
alſo purchaſe ſome of her at my Return, but that L 
ſhould think myſelf oblig'd to her if ſhe could find 
Means for me to croſs the River: The good Woman 
replied, I ſee your are an honeſt Man, ſo I will let my 
Son condutt you; a Quarter of a League from hence is 
a Friend of ours, a Fiſherman, who lives on the other 
Side the Water, and keeps a little Vedelin in his Houſe, 
upon m'y Son's making a Signal to him, he will come 
to this Side and take you into his Boat. I thank'd the 
good Woman, and flept into the Calaſh with her Son. 
My raſcally Peaſants, who were till there, obſerving 
me not to be ſo much dejetted as before, and that I 
had a Guide, ſuſpeded that I had now got what I want 


ted, ſo came up to me with a Deſign af getting into 


the Calaſh ; and this not being a proper Seaſon for Re- 
proaches, I did not ſay a Word to them: I therefore ſet 
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out, and after riding a Quarter of a League came to 
the Banks of the Nogat, where, indeed, the Landlady's 
Son, at his firſt Signal, made his Friend the Fiſherman 
come out of his Hut, and drag his little Vedelin after 
him into the River. The Moment he was come over 
to us, I ſtept into the Vedelin with one of my Peaſants, 
and left the other with our Equipage, it not being poſ- 
fible for us to convey it croſs the River, and order'd 
him to wait there 'till his Comrade, whom I intended 
to ſend back the ſame Day, was returned to him. 

In this Manner, Praiſe be to Almighty God, I croſs'd 
the Nogat, and very luckily for me, found in the little 
Village called Biabagora, ſituated on the River's Side 
a ſmall Waggon and two Horſes, which brought me 
happily to Marienwerder on Saturday the 3d of July, 
after having ſent away my Peaſant with a ſhort Letter 
to the Embaſſador. Finding myſelf alone in the pub- 
lick Houſe, I took a little Ref}, after ſuſtaining incre- 
dible Bodily Fatigues, without being able to give any 
Eaſe to my Mind, which was in great Agitation, upon 


I can juſtly affirm, that the Satisfaction which my 
Eſcape gives me, is not capable of ſoothing my Af. 
fliction, as I no longer enjoy the ſincere Friends whom 
J loſt, and that after the moſt cruel Manner, in Dant- 
Z.ick, I don't Pity them as Priſoner's of War, for that 
is the Fate of Men of Honour; but what Compaſſion 
do they not merit, ſhould they be reduced to the Con- 
dition of Slaves, at the Expence of their Conſcience 
and Liberty ? 

The next Day after my Arrival at Marienwerder, I 
was ſo ſortunate as to meet again with my faithful 
Companion General Steenflieth, which is a great Con- 
ſolation to me. 

J am, & 


As ſoon as King Staniſlaus was gone, and Count Mu- 
nick had ſent to the Magiſtrates of Dantxick to deliver 
up the Marqueſs de Monti to him, the Marqueſs wrote 
the following Letter to the Ruſſian General. 


SIR, 
T HE Magiſtrates of Dantzick have juſt now com- 
municated to me the Letter your Excellency. wrote 
them, wherein you demand me to be deliver'd up to 
you. I am ſorry to fee, upon your Account, Sir, that 
| what 
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what I heard by ſeveral Hands, that your Excellency 
demanded me in Order to put me into Captivity, was 
but too true: I thought, I confeſs, that fuch Diſcourſes 
muſt come from your Enemies, and not from any that 
had a Value for your Reputation, eſpecially becauſe 
mutual Compliments had paſſed between us, as is uſual- 
ly practiſed between the Miniſters and Generals of the 
greateſt Princes z- but I perceive they are too true, by the 
Letter your Excellency has written to the Magiſtrates. 
I could never have imagined, that a Perſon like your 
Excellency, Minifter and General of ſo vaſt a Monarcy 
and ſo great a Princeſs, could be ignorant of what is 
due to the ſublime Character with which I have the 
Honour to be veſted; a Character reſpected in the moſt 
early Times, and in the modern , by the moſt barbarous 
Nations. I ſhall not give your Excellency a Detail of 
the Rights of an Embaſſador, becauſe I ſuppoſe you 
know them; no Body in the World, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, is ignorant of them. I ſhould be under 
great Concern, if the Magiſtrates and Orders of the 
Town of Dantxick, who are ſo well acquainted with 
the Prerogatives annexed to my Character, ſhould ſuffer 
ſo much as a Prime to be fired on my Account: They 
have undergone the Miſeries of a Blockade and Siege for 
almoft five Months ; and I would not by any Means, the 
Regard they would undoubtedly ſhew me, ſhould en- 
hance them. Tho” I am very ſure their Probity would 
never fuffer them to give me up, when the Town of 
Dantzick ſhall agree to the Articles of Capitulation, 
it will not be neceſſary to inſert that which concerns 
me. I will repair, with all my Domeſticks and Equi- 
Page to your Excellency's Camp, prepared to undergo 
all the Hardfhips you can put upon me. Nothing can 
be more glorious for me than to be mal-rreated there, till 
the Complaints of all Sovereigns, who are intereſted in 
the Preſervation of the Rights of their Miniſters, and 
thoſe of the Publick, reach the Ears of your auguſt 
Miſtrefs ; and I am perſuaded that the perfect Know- 
ledge ſhe has of the Prerogatives of a Miniſter of my 
Character will change my Situation, though not your 
Orders, becauſe it is im poſſible you ſhould have any 
ſuch, I own to your Excellency, that the Event 
which has happened within theſe three Days ought to 
mortify you; but I cannot help it. There is only my- 
felf and ſome of my Domeſlicks that you have any 
Thing to do with it; and all the Rigours you can _ 
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ciſe upon that Account, Sir, againſt the Polanders or 
the Town of Danztick, would be unjuſt. 1 deſire your 
Excellency to give me a ſpeedy Anſwer, that I get my- 
ſelf ready to come to you, when you have ſettled the 
Capitulation. | | 

P.. I think it cannot be amiſs to ſubjoin ſome Re- 
flections upon the Caſe in Queſtion, which may not 
perhaps have yet occurred to your Excellency. 

Reflection 1. There is no War declar'd between France 
and Ruſſia, 2. But if a War had been actually declared, 
the Cuſtom is to give Paſſports to the Miniſters at the 
reſpettive Courts that engage in War, to go out of their 
Dominions, Much more ought I to have them, be- 
eauſe I am in a Town of the Republick of Polond, 
which acknowledged me in a Time of Tranquillity, as 
did alſo the late King; and all the Miniſters of the 
Princes that are at War with France acknowledged me 
in that Quality aſter the Death of King Auguſtus : I 
treated with them, and never reſigned my Character to 
the King my Matter nor had any new Letters of Cre- 
dence. 2. My Arreſt would be contrary to the Law of 
Nations, which is reſpected every where, and can be 
violated by none, becauſe all Sovereigns are concerned, 
whoſe Embaſſadors, and every Thing belonging to them, 
are look'd upon as Sacred. 4. I have not exceeded the 
Miniſtry of an Embaſſador, not having born Arms againſt 
the Troops of Ruſſia and her Allies, but confined myſelf 
entirely to the Inſtructions I had, 5. It is neceſſary to 
tell you, that when I quitted Varſaau, the 22d of Sep- 
tember, IJ left my Palace with the Arms of the King 
my Maſter over the Gate, and all my Goods and Equi- 
page. The Emperor's Embaſſador, the Maſter of the 
Horſe Count Leumwervolde, and the Count his Brother, 
Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of Ruſſia, foreſeeing my 
Retreat from Warſaw, defired Mr. Woodward, Envoy 
of England, and M. Kinner, Reſident of the Emperor, 
to come to my Houſe and tell me ſrom them, that I 
need have no Uneafineſs about my Domeſticks or my 
Houſe, my Goods or Equipage ; that all ſhould be 
carefully ſecured, not only upon Account of my Cha- 
rater, but alſo the cordial Manner in which we had 
lived together; which they have performed with a Po- 
liteneſs beyond all Expreſion: And tho' I have not 
heard any Thing of them theſe ſeveral Months, I do 


not in the Jeaſt Doubt but they are all ſafe, Mr. Wood- 


ward, Envoy of Exgland, and M. Rumpf, Miniſter of 
Holland, 
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Holland, told me, that if any Thing happened to my 
Houſe or Domeſticks during my Abſence, they would 
ſtand up vigorouſly in Support of the Law of Nations; 
and M, Kinner, the Emperor's Reſident, added, that 
my Domeſticks had nothing to do but to come to him, 
becauſe on ſuch Occaſions all the Miniſters ought to 
ſtand by each other. If fo juſt a Regard was paid to 
my Domeſticks and Equipage, what ought I not to ex- 
pet for my Perſon ? Tho' the Marſhal de Munich affects 


to treat me in his Letters only as Marqueſs de Monti, 


without taking any Notice of my Quality as Embaſſa- 


dor. | 
Marque ſs de Monti, 


But having received no Anſwer to this Letter, he 
wrote a ſecond as follows, viz. 


SIX, 
1 A M more ſurpriſed than ever, that your Excellency 
L did not anſwer my Letter; but that is out of the 
Queſtion ; the Magiſtrates communicated to me this 
Day at Noon the Paragraph of the Letter you wrote 
to them, in which I am concerned, I ſtand, Sir, by 


what I wrote you, in my former Letter, that I will not 


ſuffer the Prime of a Gun to be fired againſt the Town 
upon my Account. I got that Paragraph tranſlated 
from the German into French ; I do not know whether 
it is rightly tranſlated ; but it ſays, That the Marqueſs 
de Monti, formerly Embaſſador of France, Being ſtill 
in the Town, is to be delivered up, between this Time and 
To-morrow in the Evening, to the Ruſſian Army, with all 
the Perſons that are about him, all his Domeſticks, and his 
Letters, upon Pain of the Diſpleaſure of her Majeſty the 
Empreſs of all the Ruſſias; but in Caſe the ſaid Magiſtrates 
of Dantzick will not conſent voluntarily to deliver up the 
ſaid Marquzſs de Monti, he ſhall be made to come out with 
a Detachment of the Ruſſian Army. I proteſt, before 
all the Princes of Europe, againſt the Violence done to 
my Character: At the ſame Time, not to diſtreſs the 
Town yet more, againſt which you threaten to go on 
with your Hoſtilities, to bombard it, and not to hearken 
to any Propoſition, unleſs they deliver me up, I am 
preparing to ſet out To-morrow in the Evening, with 
all the Domeſticks and Equipage I can. Your Excel- 
lency will let me know the Gate I am to go out at, and 
the Road I am to take, and will ſend me a Paſſport : I 
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only put you in Mind, that it is not poſſible for me t6 
go away with all my Equipage at once. If you pleaſe, 
Sir, to grant them a Day or two more, you will do me 
a Pleaſure; if not, it ſhall be juſt as you pleaſe. I 


have the Honour to be, Oc. 
Marqueſs de Monti. 


Accordingly the ſaid Marqueſs de Monti matched out 
the Beginning of July, 1734, and ſurrendered himſelf 
to the Ruſſian General; as did alfo the Primate and 
other Poliſh Lords that were in DantZick;: The Marqueſs 
was immediately confined, and had a Guard of 100 Men 
ſet over him; and the Primate was on the 5th conduct - 
ed, under a ſtrong Guard, to Dirſchau, where he was 
kept cloſe Priſoner ; but the other Lords remained at 
Dantz.ick, and were put under Arreſt only. 


In the aforeſaid Number 75 of our Regifter, Page 267, 
we gave the Capitulation made by the French Troops 
in the Fort Vechſelmunde at Darntzick : Theſe Troops 
were, according to the Gapitulation, immediately put on 
Board the Kuſſtan Squadron, but inſtead of being carried 
to any neutral Port in the Baltick, they were carried 
direaly to Cronſladt, and there detained Priſoners ; 
upon which Occaſion the Court of Ruſſia ſent the fol- 
lowing Declaration, or Manifeſto, to their Commander, 
the Count de la Motte, by whom it was ſent to the 
Court of France, v. 


HE French Troops ſent by France to the Relief 
1 of the Town of Dantzick, having been reduced 
by the Arms of her Imperial Majeſty of all the Rnſſias, 
to the Neceſſity of ſurrendering by Agreement, by Vir- 
tus whereof they were to be tranſported to one of the 
Ports of the Baltick, where they might eaſily be ſhipped 
on Fcard French Veſſels or Merchant Ships; her Impe- 
rial Majeſty declares, that it neither was, nor is yet 
her Intention any Ways to break in upon the Capitula- 
tion granted to the ſaid Troops : But the French Squa- 
dron ſent into the Haltick, having, 

1. Attacked, without any previons Declaration of 
War between Ruſſia and France, and taken upon the 
High Seas 8 Pacquet-boat and two Galliots, and after- 
wards a Kuſſian Frigate 3 taken Priſoners and carried 
zwa with them all the Men belonging to the ſaid 
Ships, and ſeiz'd the Effefis and Merchandizes they 
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they found in them, and even ſent the Frigate to France. 

2. Tho' that Frigate and the Ships above- mentioned. 
had not on their Part committed any Hoſtilities againſt 
the French Ships, the Ruſſian Frigate having no Orders 
to commit any, and the other Ships not being any 
Ways armed, but ſerving only to maintain a Correſpon- 
dence between Cronſtadt and Lubeck, and to carry Paſ- 
ſengers and their Goods from one Place to the other, 
as has been praQiſed theſe many Years. 

3. Which FHoſtilities, committed on the Part of 
France, were the more ſurpriſing, becauſe none hay 
been committed againſt France on the Part of Ruſſia; 
but quite the contrary ; the Commerce of the Frenc: 
Merchants and Subjects having had its free Courſe, 
without any Hindrance or Interruption to this Day, in 
the Ports of Ruffia. And, 

4. Such Step and Proceedings againſt Ruſſia, on the 
Part of France, being entirely contrary to the Law of 
Nations, and to the Cuttoms received and prattifed be- 
tween Nations even the leaft civiliz'd, which do not 
commit Acts of Hoſtility *till they have previouſly de- 
clared War, 

For thefe Reaſons her Imperial Majeſty has a Right, 
and indeed it is her Duty to detain the French Troops 
above-mentioned, by Way of Repriſal, 'till the Frigate 
named the Mittau is reſtored, with all her Men, that 
is to ſay, the Captain, Lieutenants, and other higher 
and lower Officers, Soldiers and Scamen, Oc. from the 
firſt to the laſt, without excluding any one whomſvever, 
under any Pretence whatever, with all the Cannon, 
Ammunition, and Effects; in a Word, in the ſame 
Condition ſhe was in at the Time ſhe was taken by the 
French Ships; together with all the Men and Rigging, 
and all the Effects taken out of the other three Ships 
above-mentioned ; and *till all this, without any Ex- 
ception or Detention, be ſent back, really reſtored, and 
delivered in one of the Ports of Ruſſia. 

And tho? her Imperial Majeſty is obliged, for the Rea- 
ſons aforeſaid, to detain thoſe French Troops, *till her 
Juſt Pretenſions are entirely ſatisiy'd on the Part of 
France, ſhe nevertheleſs. declares, that they ſhall be 
treated, in the mean while, in a Manner ſuitable to 
every Man's Condition ; and that all the Care that is 
neceſſary, ſhall be taken for their Support and Subſi- 
ſtence, according to a more particular Agreement. to be 
made with the Ofkcer who commands them, ta whom 
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her Imperial Majeſty alſo gives Permiſſion to ſend one 
of his own Officers, furniſh'd with good Paſſports, to 
France, to carry this Declaration thither, and to procure 
ſo much the ſooner a ſpeedy Reſolution, and the Satis- 
faction above demanded, that the French Troops may 
forthwith be ſent back to France And becauſe, in that 
Caſe, this Reſtitution may be made on the Part of Ruſſia 
without Delay, thoſe Troops ſhall be left in a Place near 
the Baltick Sea, where they may readily embark on their 
Return to France, wherein they ſhall be forwarded as 
much as poſlible. 


Done at Petersburg, this 16th of july, 1734. 


The Liſt of theſe Troops was as follows, viz. 
Of the Regiment of Blaiſois. 


M. de la Motte, Brigadier and Colonel. 
M. de Frairy, Lieutenant Colonel. 
The Chevalier de Bellegarde, Major. 
15 Captains, 
17 Lieutenants. 
17 Second Lieutenants. 
s Reformed Officers. 


34 Serjeants. And 
355 Soldiers. 


Of the Regiment of Perigord. 


The Chevalier de la Luzerne, Colonel. 
M. de Riets, Lieutenant Colonel, 
M. PAbeſle, Major. 
15 Captains. 
15 Lieutenants. 
16 Second Lieutenants. 
34 Serjeants. And 
368 Soldiers. 


Of the Regiment of La Marche. 


The Marqueſs de Bellefond, Colonel. 
M. de Vaillant, Lieutenant Colonel. 
M. 4 Aſtou, Major. 

14 Captains. 

16 Lieutenants, 

27 Second Licutenants. 


34 Serjeants, 
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25 34 Serjeants. And * 
550 Soldiers. 


There were beſides theſe, 


2 Chaplains. 
2 Surgeon Majors. 
1 Guard, 
15 Gunners. 
9 Seamen. 
140 Valets. And 
47 Women and Children, 


We ſhall now give our Readers the Copy of the Oath 
tender'd to and taken by the conforming Lords in Dant- 


Zick, as mention'd in the ſame Number, which was as 
follows. 


N. N. do ſwear in the Name of God, One in the 
Bleſſed Trinity, without deſigning to make any In- 
terpretation contrary to this Oath, That having recog- 
nized the Moſt Serene Prince and King Auguſtus III. for 
King of Poland, unanimouſly elected by free Voices, 
and already happily crowned, I will pay and render unto 
him an inviolable Fidelity, and an Obedience according 
to the Laws. I renounce and abjure the Proclamation 
of the Perſon of Staniſlaus, perpetrated againſt ſo many 
Conſtitutions, as the very Man whom the Republick, 
by her ancient Laws, by the Dyet of Lublin, and by the 
Confederacy of Sendomir, had excluded from it, and who, 
by the Grand Council of Warſaw, and by the two ſuc- 
ceeding Dyets of the Years 1717 and 1718, is condemn'd 
and declared once for all an Enemy to his Country. I 
condemn, annul and make void all the Acts which have 
been made in his Favour : And acceding voluntarily to 
the General Confederacy of the States of the Republick, 
begun by his Majeſty's Authority, and reſumed at Cra- 
cow; I at the fame Time readily accept all the Ties and 
Obligations thereof, and will perform, advance, and 
maintain, in Conjun@ion with the Republick, every 
Thing that regards the Catholick Religion, his Majefty the 
King, the Laws and Liberties. And if I have had the 


Misfortune to be ſeduced by thoſe who have contributed 


to ſtir up Animolities in the Republick, it ſhall be to 
Oppoſe the fame, that IT ſhall fincerely and effectually 
apply myſelf, by all the Means I am capable of, and 
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the Evils into which they are gojng to precipitate them- 
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ſhall endeavour, to the utmoſt of my Power, to procure 
the Republick the ſpeedieſt Tranquility. I will never 
contrive any Thing direaly or indirectly, againſt the 
Sacred Perſon of his Majeſty King Auguſtus III. nor 
upon any Terms keep in the deepeſt Receſſes of my 
Soul, what might be contrary to him; but remain con- 
ſtant to this ſame Maſter, and, as long as Life and For- 
tune remain, him will maintain and defend. Neither 
will I ever enter into any hurtful Conſpiracies, Combi- 
nations, or Correſpondencies; but, on the contrary, I 
will riſe up, as againſt an Enemy to his Country, againſt 
any Perſon whatever that ſhall attempt any Thing to his 
Hurt. Laſtly, T will conſtantly remain under this Ob- 
ligation, as well in Proſperity as in Adverſity, fearing 
nothing by the Grace of God, nor following 'any parti- 
cular Views and Advantages. Herein I will remain 
conſtant, not only till the Republick is entirely pacify'd 
both at Home and Abroad, but alſo ever hereafter. 

So help me God, and his Croſs and Paſſion. 


But the Primate and ſme other Lords refuſing to take 
this Oath, were fent Priſoners to Elbing; and on the 275th 
of July, the Gate of Oliva was reſiored to the Dantz. ickers, 
as were ſoon after, all the other Gates and Forts of the 
Town, except Fort Vechſelmunde, which it was jydged 
neceſſary to keep Poſſeſhon of, 'til! the Tranquility of 
Poland ſhould be entirely reſtor'd. On the 3oth, a Sena- 
tus Conſilium was held in his Majeſty's Preſence at Oliva, 
before he ſet out for Dreſden, when the following Decla- 
ration was agreed to, and ordered to be publiſh'd, viz. 


A HOUGH the Term of the Amneſty granted 
to the adverſe Party at Var ſa and Cracow, by the 
General Confederacy of the States, be now expired, and 
yet they ceaſe not to att fil} obſtinately againſt their 
Vuty and the Good of their Country, by holding unlaw- 
ful Aſſemblies, forcing the Nobility to part with them, 
loading the innocent People with all Manner of Impoſt- 
tions, burning the Houſes of ſome of the Nobility, for- 
cing others from their Houſes, and dragging them in a 
moſt inhuman Manner before what they call the Court of 
Captures, and at other Times, by plundering of Towns 
and Villages; notwithſtanding all theſe enormities, we 
are willing to uſe gentle Methods before we proceed to 
Extremities with the Ili-intentioned, in order to prevent 
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ſelves; not doubting but that, in Regard to their own 
private Intereſt, they will lay hold of the Advantage 
offered them by our Clemency, and ſubmit to their 
Duty. For this Reaſon we grant them ſix Weeks more, 
and exhort all thoſe that love God and their Country, to 
throw off the Spirit of Faction, and join with us, that 
we may jointly endeavour to reſtore the Tranquility of 
the Kingdom. If, contrary to Expedctation, ſome be 
ſound ſo obſtinate as to ſpurn at our Favour, and perſiſt 
in their Deſigns after the ſaid Term is elapſed, we 
hereby authorize our well-beloved Subjects to proceed 
againſt them and their Accomplices, according to the 
utmoſt Rigour of the ancient Laws of the Realm, un- 
der the Penalties ſtipulated by the preſent general Con- 

federacy.” For this Purpoſe we declare by theſe Pre- 
ſents, that in fuch Caſe we ſhall re-eſtabliſh, by pri- 
vate circular Letters, the Courts of Confederacy, con- 
formable to the Cnfttution of the Year 1717, and the 
General Confederacy reaſſumed at Cracow; not that our 
Deſign is thereby to incroach on the Right of other 
Courts, to which every Man may apply himſelf, and 
thereby make good his Pretenſions. 

Whereas the Biſhop of Plocko, Zaluski, the Sieurs 
Poniatowski, Prebendowski, Czapski, and Morztyn, Pa- 
latines of Mazovia, Mariembourg, Pomerella, and Livs- 
nia; Offolinski, Grand Treaſurer of the Crown ; Bielin- 

ski, Marſhal of the Court; Rozradziewski, Wiofz.g- 
2.inski, and Weſſe!, Caſſellans of Rogozin, Krynein, and 
Warſaw, Koftkowski, and Saphieha, Starofis of Wilski, 
and Wilkowski s Prince Czartoriski, and ſeveral others 
have, during the preſent Deliberations, taken the 

Oath according to the Formulary preſented to them, 
and have acceded to the preſent States of the Confede- 
racy, we hereby receive and own them for true Patri- 
ots, and permit them to aſſiſt in all our Councils. 
And foraſmuch as every Kingdom, where Juſtice does 
not take Place, is no better than a Neſt of Robbers and 
Vagabonds, we enact by theſe Preſents, by Virtue of 
the Reſolution taken in our Jaſt Council, that upon 
publiſhing our happy Conſtitution in the ſeveral Pala- 
tinates and Towns of the Kingdom, the reſpeRive 
Courts belonging to them be immediately cpened and 
continued, in Order to put a Stop to Rapine and Injn- 
ſtice, and that every one may be at Liberty to ſue for 


his Right and Property, according to the Laws and 
Conſtitution of the Realm. 
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And whereas the Crown Army was long without a 
Head, which was the Reaſon why we could not yet 
rovide for the Soldiers Pay, according to the Conſti- 
kation of 1717, nor proceed regularly to compaſs an 
entire Pacification of the Re publick, we have thought 
oper to confer the Command thereof upon the Sieur 
Rx euski, whoſe Zeal for his Country and Fidelity is 
well known to us; we order him hereby, to uſe his 
utmoſt Endea vours to engage the Army to pay the 
Obedience they owe unto us and the Republick, and 
to do all he can to diſperſe and extirpate the Parties 
that ſtill fly about in divers Places, in ſtrict Conformity 
to the Conſtitutions, thoſe in Particular of 1655, 1669, 
and 1717. We ordain further, that as foon as the Ar- 
| my ſhall return to Obedience half a Year's Pay be given 
| them without Delay, out of the Txeaſure granted by 

| i the Patta Conventa. ' 44583 
Whereas the confederated states of the Crown of 

i 


Poland, have broken and annulled all the Acts, Con- 
ventions, Manifeſtoes and Protects made under our 

Reign, in Favour of the oppoſite Party, we approve 
1 of all the ſaid States ba ve done in that Reſpect; and 
ov hereby declare, that we abrogate and annul, in like 
0 | Manner all Writings made at Dantzick, againſt our 
4 Perſon and the confederated Republick, and which 
| have been inſerted in the Acts of Judicature belonging 


to the Magiſtrates of that City, and we require them 
— 14 by theſe Preſents to be taken out from amongſt their 
4140 Records. | 

14 In Order to ſatisfy the Inſtances of the confederated 
-F | States, we will, that our Troops in Fort Vechſelmunde, 
| | remain there *till an entire Pacification be effected of 


the preſent Troubles, to ſecure the ſaid Fort againſt 
all Surprizes. And whereas the Grand Treaſurer of 
the Crown is reconciled to the confederated Republick, 
and has reſumed the Fun&tions of his Poſt, we order 
Him to be paid what ſhall be aſſigned him from the Re- 
venues of the Republick. And fince we approve of 
the Diſpoſition made by the States of the Republick, 
touching the Treaſure of the Grand Dutchy of Lithua- 
nia, we ordain in like Manner that Appointment made 
by the Marſhal of the Confedezacy, to be paid to the 
Palatine of Trocko, as far as the preſent Juncture of 
Affairs will permit. We promiſe to aſſiſt at the further 
Deliberations of the confederated Republick, and order 
this Reſult of their laſt Council be forthwith publiſhed, 
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Immediately after the breaking up of this Senatus- 
corfiliam, bis Majeſty, King Auguſius, ſet out on his 
Return to Dreſden; but before his Departure he leſt 
4 Commiſſion with the Biſhop of Cracow, to receive in 
his Name the Homage of the Town of Dantzick, which 
his Lordſhip accordingly did with great Pomp and So- 
lemnity on the 2d of Auguft. 

The Polih Lords, who ſubmitted, as above, to King 
Auguſtus, in Order to confirm their Submiſſion, and alſo 
to reconcile themſelves to the Cz.arina, ſoon after drew 
up and ſigned the following Declaration, viz. 


S.. the Sentiments of Friendſhip and Good-will of 
her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, towards 
our Republick of Poland, have appeared upon all Oc- 
caſions, we have received a new and moſt convincing 
Proof thereof, in what her ſaid Imperial Majeſty has 
been pleaſed to do in this laſt Conjuncture, to maintain 
the Repoſe and Tranquility of our dear Country: It is 
but too true, that ſuffering ourſelves to be led away by 
the Eyil-minded, we followed the Party of Staniſlaus 
Leoxinski, notwithſtanding ſo many Declarations made 
by the Republick againſt his Perſon, in the Dyets of 
the Years 1717 and 1718; as alſo in the Confederacy 
of Sendomir, and in a General Aﬀembly at War/aw, 
which with one common Conſent declared him an Ene- 
my to his Country. 

Recovered from thoſe Prejudices, we have now en- 
tirely abandoned them, and gladly join our well-mean- 
ing Brethren: We acknowledge his Majeſty King Auzu- 
ſtus TIT, to be our moſt gracious King and Maſtcr, and 
with a voluntary Submiſſion we pay him an inviolable 
Fidelity and Devotion. 

After this Teſtimony of our fincere Repentance, the 
natural Clemency of her Iniperial Majeſty of all the 
Ruſſias, make us bope for an entire Oblivion of what 
is paſt; and as we are now but too well convinced that 
her diſintereſted and ſalutary Intentions never had any 
other View, than the real Good and Tranquility of 
our Country, the Duty of a. true Patriot naturally en- 
gaging us to concur in every Thing to promote ſuch a 
Deſign, and to make it the principal and only Object 
of our Cares, we cannot help thinking the Friendſhip 
and Alliance which ſubſiſts between her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty of all the Ruſſias, and cur moſt gracious King and 
the Republick of Poland, 8 y beneficial to our Coun- 


try ; 
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try z and we do declare and promiſe, by Virtue of this 
preſent Writing, that on our Part we will endeavour 
faithfully to maintain; and to eſtabliſh more and more 
that good Harmony and perfett Intelligence; and that 
far from ever cauſing the leaſt Alteration in it, we will 
rather look upon all thoſe who ſhall any Ways direQly 
or indirealy attempt it, as Diſturbers of the publict|i 
Peace at home and abroad. 3 
This Acknowledgment and Declaration of our Inten- 1 
tions being equally ſincere and faithful, we promiſe in. 
violably to perſiſt therein; and wiſhing nothing more 
ardently than to ſee the inward Peace of our dear Coun- 
try ſpeedily reſtored, we engage at the ſame Time toll I 
apply ourſelves with all imaginable Diligence, to the 
ſpeedy reſtoring of that Peace throughout the Extent off 
the Republick, and to uſe all the Means for that Purpoſe 
which can contribute to put an End forthwith to the 1 
Troubles and Hoſtilities which the contrary Party en- 
deavour to keep up, to the entire Deſolation of their 4 
native Country ; and we will not fail, to the utmoſt offi 
our Power, to bring back thoſe Opponents to the ſame 
Sentiments of Peace and Duty, which we here declare, 2 
and which we will never ceaſe faithfully, and like Nen A 
of Honour and Conſcience, to perform. a 
Done at Dantzick, this 16th of Auguſt, 1734. 


nen 
5 1 


And as a further Mark of their ſincere Repentance, 4 


they drew up and ſign'd, about the ſame Time, the fol; 4 
eine Letter to the Pope, VIA. 3 
4 
3 


Fter having moſt humbly kiſſed your Holineſs: 
bleſſed Feet, we take the Liberty to recommend 
durſelves and our poor deſolate Country to you. The 
Prerogative which the Republick of Poland enjoys of [ 
electing her Kings, is much more fatal than honourable 
for her, becauſe it is very rare to ſee a whole Peep 
unite in the ſame Sentiment and the ſame Voice. Nei- 
ther is it the firſt Time that this Republick, abuſing her 
Liberties and Privileges, has been torn to Pieces by 
divers Factions, and puſhed to the very Brink of De- 
ſtruction: But when Affairs have appeared to be the 
moſt deſperate, Poland has always experienced the Re- 
lief of Divine Providence, by which Kings Reign, and 
which keeps the Diſpoſal of the Rights of Kingdoms. 
For that Providence, as often as human Aſſiſtance has“ 
fail'd, has infallibly and evidently pointed out the Per- 
7 ſon 
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ſon deſigned to be choſen King for the Good of the Peo- 
ple. It is for this Purpoſe, that we, who unfortunately 
till now were of a quite different Sentiment, after ha- 
ving maturely conſider'd all Circumſtances, have ſolemn- 
ly recogniz'd the King pointed out to us by Heaven, 
hom his divine Will has eſtabliſhed upon the Throne, 
and Victory has crown'd with Laurels; we mean our 
Prince Royal, Eleftor of Saxony, the moſt Serene and 
= moſt Mighty Auguſtus III. whom we have recognized 
for our true and lawful King, and to whom we have ta- 
len an Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity as required. 
$ Caſting ourſelves therefore at your Holineſs's Feet, we 
I carneſtly beg you will be pleaſed to bleſs this ſincere 
Reſolution which we have taken: And as we have al- 
ready ſolemnly recognized the moſt Serene and moſt 
Mighty Auguſtus IH. our moſt gracious Lord, for true 
and lawful King of Poland, and Great Duke of Lithuania, 
ve beſeech your Holineſs to be pleaſed to recognize him 
alſo in that Quality, and to grant him your precious 
Favour. Our whole Republick will be the more obliged 
to your Holineſs for it, becauſe it is, perhaps, the only 
Means of reſtoring Peace and Tranquility to our Coun- 
try, yet cruelly harraſſed with Troubles and Diviſions. 
For the reſt, we moſt humbly pray your Holineſs to 
be pleaſed to grant your Moſt Holy Apoſtolical Benedic- 
tion to our Moſt Serene Prince, Lord and King Auguftus III. 
and to us and our unfortunate Country. On our Side, 
we ſupplicate Almighty God, that he will vouchſafe 
long to preſerve your Holineſs in Health, for the Happi- 
neſs of the Chriſtian World, over whom you are ſupreme 
Guide and Governor, We are, Oe. 


During the long Continuance of the Siege of Dantzick, 
chere was but one Atttempt made by the Polanders of 
King Staniflaus's Party, to relieve that rich and populous. 
City; and this Attempt, which. was made by the Ca- 
ſellan of Czerski, was made in ſo faint a Manner, that 
they were defeated by the Dragoons and Coſſacks belong- 
nnz to the Ruſfan Army before Dantzick, as appears by 
the following Extract of a Letter, wrote by the Ruſſian 
| General, Count de Munich, to his Miſtreſs* the Czarina, 
dated the 7th of April, 1734, from his. Camp at Ohre 
car Dantzick, wit. 


D 2 I. HAVE 
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HAVE the Honour to inform your Majeſty, that, 
not to wait for the Caftellan of Czerskis coming hi- 
ther with his Troops, I ſent a few Days ago the Dra- 
goons and Coſſacks encamped near Stargard to meet him; 
and I have this Moment receiv'd Advice from Lieute- 
nant-General Sagreski, that having ſurprized the Caſte]. 
lan at Schwetz the qth Inſtant, he purſu'd my Orders, 
and totally defeated him, taking his Magazines, Kettle- 
drums, Standards and Colours; and that Major-General | 
Biron was purſuing the Enemy on their Flight; that I} 
have now nothing to fear from that Enemy; and the | 
Town of Dantxick, which I keep ſhut in, can no more 
receive Relief, than diſtodge me from hence, | 


After King Staniſlaus's Eſcape from Dantzick, he went, 
by Permiſſion of the King of Pruſſia, and took up his 
Reſidence at Konigsberg ; and as it became neceſſary to 
publiſh ſomething to the World, upon that remarkable 
Alteration in-his Affairs, the following Manifeſto made 
its Appearance ſoon after. 8K Z 


\TANISLAUS I. by the Grace of God, King of 

I Foland, and Great Duke of Lithuania, Ruſſia, Pruſſia, © 
Mazovia, Samogitia, Kiow, Volhinia, Podolia, Podlackia, Ty 
{,:vonia, Smolensko, Sieviesk, and Charnikow, Wc. Oc. 15 
We are aſſured, that the Tragedy now acting in Poland 

3s fo conſpicuouſly reprefented to all Europe, as to attract 
the Eyes of the moſt indifferent; that Repreſentation is 
too lively, not to inform the moſt ignorant of the Plot of 
the Play; and it is of too great Weight and Importance 
to ſtand in need of Judges. 9 Eh 
Tho” Juſtice needs no Defence, Truth no Apology, © 
and Reaſon no Proof; yet we ſhould think ourfelf cul- | 
pable in the Sight of God, ſhould we not lay our own 
Affair before the Eyes of all the Chriſtian World; the 
{ame with Regard to our Country, ſhould we by our Si- 
ience appear unconcerned at her Miſeries; and with Re- 
gard to the Publick, ſhould we not give them a perfect 
Knowledge cf what employs their Thoughts at this 
Day, to the End they may be able to form a Judgment 
thereof without Prejudice. 9 TEES £ 
' Wherefore, our Duty requires of us, that in the Time 
when, by our Situation we may judge ourſelf ſafe, we 


lift up our Voice, not to ſtop the impetuous Torrent off 


the Waters of Injuſtice, not to demand Aſſiſtance, or call 2 
Es 5 5 out 
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out for Help againſt the moſt unheard-of Perſecutions, 
(for we expect that Afſfiftance from Heaven alone) but to 
perſuade every Man that has not entirely bid adieu to 
the Sentiments of a good Conſcience, Honour and Ho- 
neſty, to take Part in the unhappy Fate of Poland. 

| It is well known, that we did not, upon the Death of 
King Auguſtus, revive our ancient Right to the Crown 
of Poland as being ſubjeQ, during the Time of our Ba- 
niſhment, to the Power of the Liberty of our Nation; 
and though we were not in a Condition to defend that Li- 
berty, we had nevertheleſs the ſame Reſpect for it. We 
waited an Opportunity, when the Republick, being re- 
ſtored to all her Rights and Privileges, ſhould meet, in 
Order to appear in Perſon, and pronounce Sentence con- 
cerning our Lot. | 
Scarce had we ſet Foot upon Poli Ground, but we 
ſaw ourſelf placed again upon the Throne. The Air in 
which we were born, and which we again began to 
breathe, reſounded with Proclamations : We ſaw, in the 
whole illuſtrious united Nation but one Heart that long- 


ed for us, and heard but one Voice to declare us their 


King. 

But as this is no Journal of what paſſed at our Elec- 
tion, we ſhall not repeat here what has been already ſaid 
concerning it. Thoſe who are deſirous to be informed of 
the Truth of all the Circumſtances, may hear 100,000 
Witneſſes, who will give them a full Aſſurance of the 
Lawfulneſs of that ſolemn Tranſa&ion, not only from 
the Authority of thoſe that appointed it, but alſo for 
the Time when it was done, the Place wherein it was 
held, the Freedom of Opinions, and the Unanimity of 
Voices attending the ſame. If, therefore, there is any 
Footſtep of the Form of our free Government ſtill in 
Being, how durſt the boldeſt Im poſtor aſſert the contrary, 
and falfly give out in the Face of Heaven and Earth. 
that every Thing required to make the Election of King 
of Poland lawful, was neglected in the ſaid folemn 
Tranſaction? | 

For what concerns us. let the moſt barbarous Violence 
diſpute the Crown with us! The only glorious Method, 
the AﬀeQtions of the Nation, by which we received it, 
is more eſteemed by us than all the other Means of ob- 
_ taining it in the whole World; becauſe we can boaſt, 
that we cannot be deprived of that Crown, unleſs the 
Heart of the Nation, the only Support of our Throne, 
the Extent of our Empire, and the Safety of our Govern- 
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ment be torn from its Body: And beſides, as the Powers 
1 will never ſo far hurt themſelves, as to oppoſe Right 
1 | and oppreſs Truth, our Rights will always appear 
| | 1 above the Power of Force and Violence ; for they are. 
| too well fenced and ſecured by the Laws of the King- 
14 dom, for the Reaſons of Cannon-ſhot ever to make a 
14 Breach in them. f 
1 We need not take any Notice of the Objection raiſed 
1 by ſome Patriots, who have cut themſelves off from 
WM. } the Body of the Republick, to wit, That by Virtue of 
l 1 the Conſtitution of the Year 1717, we have no Right 
1 to aſcend the Throne. But however, in Order to pre- 
vent all Men of ſound Judgment from miſtaking a 
1 Point of ſo notorious a Calumny, we only deſire them 
14 to peruſe that Conſtitution, wherein Men labour fo 
| hard to include us among the Adherents of Sueden, 
_ againſt whom they proceed with the utmoſt Rigour 
| of the Laws, We do not acknowledge ourſelf under 
| that Title, but have, independently of Sweden, as a 
il good Citizen, and then in Quality of Counſellor, whofe 
| | Oath obliges him to aA againſt the Violator of the 
| 
| 


Laws, taken Arms againfl King Auguſtus. -F 
Since that, it has been Sweden that adhered to the | 
confederated Republick, maintained her Laws and her -F 
Liberties, and made an Alliance with that Kingdom, | 
10 by Virtue of which Alliance we were an Ally of $4we- 
10 den, but at the ſame Time an Adherent to the Intereſt 
+l of our Country. 
1 The Peace which King Auguſtus concluded with us, 
[if ſhews expreſly enough what a Difference there is be- 
| tween the ene and the other; and if by a Treaty with 
— 14 weden one becomes her Adherent, the late King Au- 
1 guſtus was ſuch then by the Treaty of Alt- Ranſtadt; 
11] beſides that, it is a Queſtion, which never was ſolved 
| but by the Sword, namely, Which of the two, accord- 
| ing to our Laws, deſerved to be declared. an Enemy to 
| the Country? He that was then a Friend to Sweden or 
| King Auguſlus? And whether the State Crime conſiſted, 
Wh in being a good Swede, by oppoſing a War begun with- 
[| | aut the Knowledge of the Republick, or whether it, 
wy was a Crime of State to be a good Saxon, and ſuffer the 
1 Maxims of the Kingdom to be trampled under Foot. 
. But ſuppoſing that this Sentence was pronounced 
i! | azainſt us, was there any Trial previous to it? Nay, 
| but ſuch a Sentence could never be pronounced by a 
King, wha. had abdicated the Crown, whoſe Abdica- 
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tion was authorized by a Proclamation of Interregnum 
(or Vacancy of the Throne) which was done by the 
Primate, who was then of his Party; by a King who 
was never qualified by any Ad to remount the Throne, 
but was only tolerated by the Good-nature of the Re- 
publick ; and laſtly, by a King, who had himſelf ac- 
knowledged me for lawful King of Poland. 

And beſides, could the Members of the Republick, 
who for the moſt Part were involved in our pretended 
Crime, make a Tribunal of competent Judges? But 
this is not a proper Place for giving an Account of our 
former Conduct: not but we could eaſily place it in 
all its fulleſt Lights, and thereby make appear what a 
Zeal, whet a Sacrifice, what a Duty we have paid our 
dear Country ; if ſhe were not already well convinced, 
or had not given publick Proof thereof, by the Juſtice 
which ſhe did us, as ſoon as ſhe found herſelf entire- 
ly at Liberty; acknowledging what we had ſuffered 
for her, whilſt ſhe was obliged to bear her Yoke with 
Patience. 

All that ſeems neceſſary to be done then, is to exa- 
mine theſe two principal Points, 1. Whether thoſe who 
have cut themſelves off from the Body of the Repub- 
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lick, are entitled to make any Objectlon; fince they 


did not once in the Field of EleQion pretend to any 
Claim or Right to Oppoſition, and were beſides pro- 
ſcribed, not only by a general Sentence of a free and 
independent Republick, but alſo by themſelves, having 
pronounced their own Sentence by a Manifeſlo, ſigned 
by them, wherein they deprived themſelves of all Ac- 
tivity (or Power) to oppoſe our Election, much lefs to 
proceed to another in the Manner they did. 

The 2d Point relates to the Difference between our 


Proſcription (ſuppoſing it to have been rea!) and that 


of the EleQor of Saxony. The Republick, which is 
abſolute Miſtreſs of her Laws, receiving us into her 
Boſom, and placing us at her Head, by the Election 
ſhe has made of our Perſon, renders our Crime very 
meritorious, and our Puniſhment very ſweet and glo- 
rious; whereas on the contrary, they abjured the E- 
lector of Saxony, excluding all Foreigners from the 
Throne, by a new Conſtitution which cannot be broke 


through without violating the Laws of God and Man. 


Mean while, there has been ſeen a handful of Men, 
who boldly aſſuming the Name of the Republick, uſurp 
her Authority by Violence, deſpiſe her Maxims, coun- 
tenance 
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tenance the Introduction of foreign Troops, alter the 
Form of Government, and notwithſtanding. they, as 
Members cut off from the Body of- the Republick, had 
forfeited all Claim to the Privileges of Election, pro- 
ceed to a new Election. Do you ask when? After the 
States of the Kingdom had already acknowledged a 
lawfully elected King. Do you ask where? In the 
Camp, as we may ſay, of the Enemy. Do you ask 
upon whom ſo new an Election ſhould fall? Upon a 
Prince whom the Republick (and with her the very 
Men that choſe him) had ſworn never to chooſe. 

For the reſt, we reſer all thoſe whom we appoint 
Judges in our Affair, to the publick Acts which are 


well enough known to excuſe us from entering into a 


further Detail thereof. But the World can never ap- 
prove, that in the illuftrious and numerous Body of 
Nobility, ſome are ſound, who turning that Liberty 
which is preſcribed by wiſe Laws, into an unbridled 
Licentiouſneſs, abandon themſelves to it in Purſuit of 
their own Views, preferring their private Intereſt before 
the publick Welfare, aud having through the horrideſt 
Perjury broke Word and Faith with God, will never be 
found true to Man or their Country, 

But that-which is without all Precedent, is the Be- 
haviour of the Potentates in the Neighbourhood of Po- 
land. Has that Kingdom committed any Hoſlilities 
capable of bringing a War upon it? Is it dependent or 
tributary, that it ſhould receive Laws of any other ? 
Is it a conquer'd Country, to be forced to receive Laws 
and InjunQions of the Conqueror? In the mean Time, 
they diſpoſe of its Crown at the Pleaſure of their own 
Fancy, and turn the Form of Government of that 
Kingdom upſide down. They annul the Power of the 
Liberty of Votes, they over-run the Kingdom on all 
Sides, and force the Provinces to a pprove theſe V iolences. 
No Refpe&t is ſhewed to the Churches; no Conſideration 
for the Sex 3 no Regard for the Inhabitants; every 
Thing is in Conſuſion and Ruin. But they are not ſa- 
tisfied with ruining the Kingdom; the City of Dart 
Lick, which is the fineſt Ornament of it, muſt alſo feel 
all the crue! and moſt terrible Effects the War can pro- 
duce. They are treated as rebellious, becauſe they pro- 
ved faithful to a King whom they had acknowledged for 
their Maſter, at a Time when they had yet hear of no 
other, nor could imagine there was another. They are 


puniſhed becauſe they defended themſelves, after they 


had 
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had been attack d without any Provocation given. They 
are ruin'd with Bombs and Cannon- ſnot; Part of their 
Territories are burnt 3 great Sums are demanded of 
them; and the greateſt Part of thoſe Sums impoſed on 
them, becauſe we eſcaped out of that Town : Juſt as if 
we had been committed to the Cufiody of that City, 
and as if a beſieged Town was anſwerable for thoſe who 
command therein. Unheard of Proceedings; and 2 
new Way of making War, which was never praQtiſed 
before. | 

Does not the Treatment done to, the Primate of the 
Kingdom, ſhew how little Regard they have for the 
Republick, which has been abuſed; and  contemptibl y 
treated in his Perſon? A Man illuftrious by his Birth, 
venerable by his Age, to be eſteemed for his Merit, 
to be reſpected for his holy Character, and honoured 
for his Primatial Dignity, and who therefore is not 
accountable for his Behaviour or Actions, muſt be made 
a glorious Safety to Cruelty, for the juſt Cauſe of his 
Country whoſe Rights he maintains with an unpa- 
rallelled Conſtancy, while he ſuffers himſelf to be 
chained and impriſoned in Defence of Liberty. 

What has been done alſo, with Regard to the French 
Embaſſador, is a Conſequence of - the Violences that 
are now_praQtiſed, and entirely oppoſite to the Law of 
Nations, which are every where held ſacred; and altho* 
his Character, in whatſoever View it may be taken, 
cannot free itſelf from the hard U ſage he receives, his 
Perſon at leaſt deſerves a Treatment quite contrary to a 
firi Confinement, which he ought not to have under- 
gone, though he had been made a Prifoner of War. 

What ſhall we ſay to the Injuſtice done to the Sena- 
tors, and other Perſons of Note of that Nation? They 
are forced to acknowledge him for their King whom 
they ha ve not elected, and whom they have ſworn not 
to acknowledge. They are treated as Rebels, though 
they never were Subjects; as Criminals againſt the 
State, though they never committed any Crime; and 
like Slaves, though they never were ſubdued. 

They may flrain the Laws of War as much as they 
pleaſe to their own Advantage ; there is no Example in 
Hiſtory that ſtretches ſo far, as to force the Conſciences 
of a free Nation; and yet we ſee it done by a moſt 
frightful extorting of an Oath, which they are forced to 
take, by an armed Power, | 
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1 leave the Caſuiſis to paſs their Judgments, ' and 
make a Diſtinction between a free Oath and ſuch a one 
as is extorted from Perſons, while the Ax lies on their 
Throats. In Caſe this laſt Sort of Oath is taken with 
a good Intention, is it not a palpable Perjury, by 
breaking their former Oath ?' And can fuch a Per jury 
14 ſecure a Faith pledged, whcih has no Regard to God 
4 himſelf ? Becauſe the Force of the firſt Oath on the 
11 contrary ſtill ſubſiſting, the ſecond being taken without 
14 any Intention to keep it, muſt be void and of no Force: 
ö Why then ſhould the Name of the Holy Ghoſt be called 


| | 
1 upon and prophaned to no Purpoſe ? 
Wi "We — — that the Lord, who only regards the 
14 Purity and Uprightneſs of our Hearts, will regard in 
it! his Mercy the State of Oppreſſion they may have been 
| reduced to by terrible Threats or Fear; but we muſt 
alſo mind his unerring Juſtice, which may bring on the 
Heads of ſuch as force others to Perjury, the Crime 
they have committed, who would ſacriſice the very Sal- 
vation of their Souls to their Ambition. 
1 - Laſtly, not content with putting the moſt confiderable 
| Perſons of the Kingdom in Prifon, and forcing their 
i Stibmiſſion by 1 the ſame unſufferable Voke 
1 is alſo laid on their Dependents, that not ſo much as 
{Wt the Shadow of Liberty may remain in the Kingdom. 
III This is the State of Poland, which ſhe ws to all Kings 
| and Potentates on Earth, who are jealous of their law- 


| 

| ful Rights to their Crowns, how People live there, 

1 with reſpett to the Overturning of the Laws of a State; 
| | | and to Nations who are zealous for the Maintenance of 
'H their Laws, that there are no Laws that can be ſecured 
1 or preſerved againſt Injuftice z and to ail the Chriftian 
11 World, that no Faith of Treatics, no Rule'of Religion, 
no Motive of Conſcience, can any longer protect civil 
Society. A Precedent unheard of in former Ages, and 
a ſad Reflection for Poſterity. | 

I know that Sovereigns are accountable only to God 
for their Actions, and it is to his tremendous Tribunal 
I appeal ; proteſting againſt the Violenees that are com- 
mitted z; hoping that his Power will bring the Strong 
and Haughty to Shame; that his Holineſs: will puniſh 
the Wicked, and that his everlaſiing Juſtice will protect 
the Innocent, 


Done the 13th of Auguſt, 1734. 


As 
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As the People of all Countries are directed more by 
their Hopes and their Fears, than they are by Principles 
of Religion or Virtue, ſo the ReduQion of Dantx ick, and 
the Retreat of Staniſlaus, made many of the.Polanders be- 
gin to think of ſubmitting to the prevailing Power: Ac- 
cordingly, on the 23d of Auguſt a Dietine was conven'd 
at S roda, by Virtue of circular Letters from King Augu- 
flus, which'was,,compoſed of the Palatinates of Poſnania 
and Cali/h, in Great, Foland At this Aſſembly A. Kotac- 
24wsk;,. Deputy Truchſes of Poſnania, was elected their 
Marſhal unanimouſly ; under whoſe Direction the fol- 
low ing Reſalutions were agreed to (according to the 
Strictneſs of the Laws of the Realm, as they pretended) 
Nemwine Contradicenta. 

t. Conformable, to God's moſt. holy Will, by which 
Kings reign, we bleſs; and thank him for the Succeſs he 
has been, pleaſed to grant our illuſtrious King Auguſtus III. 
our moſt; gracious Sovereign, and by which he has redu- 
ced many Senators, Noblemen, and the City of Dantzick 
to hig Obedience, and Fidelity to the rightful and law- 
fully elected and crowned King; and we alſo thank his 
Majeſty for his unparallell'd Mercy ſhewed to thoſe who 
approached. him. at his grand Council at Oliva, in em- 
bracing them as a Father; for appointing a General 
Confederacy of the ſeveral Orders of, this Kingdom, about 
the Protection of the holy Roman Catholick Religion; for 
the Liberum Veto; and for the Laws and Liberties of our 
Country, which were begun to be enfarced at Warſaw, 
confirm'd at Cracow, and hitherto rightly ſupported; and 
to which. the Palatinates of Poſnania and Caliſi volunta- 
rily and wholly bind, themſelves, in all and every Clauſe 
and Condition, thereof, and join ourſelves. ta the ſaid 
Confederacy, promiſing to remain in the ſtrifteft Obli- 
gation of the ſame, till the Republick is reſtored to a 
perſect Tranquility. By the Oath: which the Party of 
King Staniſlaus have made Uſe of to miſlead the People, 
to deceive the LUnwary, and to direct the Subjects to their 
Ruin, and even to detain them Priſoners, they have 
thereby. annulled the ancient Fidelity of the Polanders, 
the Honour of the Nation, the Equity of their Con- 
ſcience, as practiſed among their Predeceſſors; as a Band 
never to be broken, and thereby eſtabliſhed to their own 


* 


Confuſion. 
2. And that ſuch, event and publick Facts might. be 
made to appear to his Majeſty, the Deputation, conjjſt- 
ing of the Lords J. Zaluski, Captain of Zuwichors, and 
* E 2 4, Laur- 


56 The Hiſtorical Regiſter Ns 51 


A. Zaurz.ewski, Field Notary of Poſnania, to whom it 
is ordained to repreſent in the beſt Manner, by a Speech, 
the Zeal and Fidelity” of the ſaid Palatinates, with the 
utmoſt Hamility to his' Majeſty, aſſuring him they 
will never ſwetve from the ſame, and humbly beſeech- 
ing that his Majeſty would be pleaſed to anſwer the 
Ex pectation of his People, the ſooner the better, by 
his fatherly Preſence, in Order to reſtore the Tranqui- 
lity of the Realm and ſecure the ſame: 

3. As in the Dietines appointed in Favour of Stani 
ſlaus's Party, all that has been done contrary to Right 
and Reaſon, and even with Force to oppreſs what is not 
agreeable: to Juſtice,” and to weaken and oppreſs the In- 
Habitants, is here annulled and rejected; but in Order 
that nothing may remain unreſented and unpuniſhed, 
M. Twardowski is appointed a Plenipotentiary; that be 
may repreſent and bring before the Confederacy, all 
Debates and Oppreſſions brought or committed by any 
one, before the Court of the ſaid General Confederacy ; 
and M. Paleski having been ſo bold as to take upon him- 
ſelf the Office of Marſhal, and has fince thought fit to 
proſecute the innocent Noblemen at Law, to take them 
off from their Allegiance, and puniſh” them, Oc. we 
ſummon him before the Court, and reſol ve to paſs his 
Sentence without Loſs of Time. And we allow: the 
ſaid M. Paleski the Sum of 5000 Florins to defray his | 
Charges, out of the Dutchy Revenue. 

4. It ſhall alſo be decreed, that Revenues Ecclefiaſt# 
cal and Civil, which ſhall be unlawfully taken up, 
ſhall be rreftored to the Right Owner, and Care ſhall be 
taken that they ſhall not be able to avoid the Proſecu | 
tion of the Law, and ſhall never be exonered by any 
Amneſty whatſoever. | 

5. It has been declared to the illuſtrious Regimentary 
of Poland, that all Writings againſt his Majeſty of Po- 
land, and the Liberty of the Subject, to the. Advantage 
of Staviflaus, ſhall be without Loſs of Time eraſed and 
cancelled. : 

6. The reſuming of the Fiſcalſnip has been approved, 
and Commiſſioners appointed for that End. , 

7. It is added to the ſaid Commiſhon, that the Rev. 
Rector of the Jeſuits College at Poſnania ſhould be re- 
queſted, that the Ducal Contribution laid up there in 
former Years. ſhould be carefully kept in the ſame Col 
lege for the Uſe of the Republick, 
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8. It was ordained, that the Marſhal of the Confe- 
deracy of the aforeſaid Palatinates. ſhould be required 
to write to the illuſtrious Palatine” of Calif, to ſecure 
the Contributions laid up in former Years, and bring 
the Sign-manual- of the'aforeſaid Rector of Poſnania'about 
the Sums intruſted, and alfo the Keys to him intruſted 
in the Name of the Palatinate. | . 
9. They have appointed the 27th Day of Sept 
of the current Vear, for the Continuation of their Deli- 
berations upon the publick Affairs. | 
Whether theſe Reſolutions were, as was pretended, ac- 
cording to the Strifneſs of the Laws of the Realm, we 
Hall not pretend to determine; but their having been 
agreed to Nemine Contradicente is not at all a certain 
Sign of their being ſo; ſor Men generally reaſon in ſo 
different a Manner, and are ſo apt to difagree in their 
Opinion, that when an Aſſembly agrees unanimouſly 
upon any one Thing, it is a ſtrong Preſumption that 
the Members are under ſome other Influence than that 
of Reaſon ; ſo that the Unanimity of an Aﬀembly is 
more often an Argument againſt than for the Reaſonable- 
neſs of their Reſolutions, becauſe: Aſſemblies that are 
under any other Influence than that of Reaſon, are, by 
Experience, we find, very apt to agree to the moſt un- 
reaſonable Propoſitions, and. in the preſent Caſe, it is 
really ſomething; farcical to ſee this Aﬀembly thanking 
their new King for the Liberum Feto. 
This Hiftorigal Account of | the Poliſh Affairs to be con- 
tinued, | 


The ſame Reaſons that obliged us to diſcontinue our 
Account of the Poliſh Affairs, were likewiſe the Cauſe 
why we have been ſo long ſilent as to thoſe of Italy, to 
which we now return. In Number 76 of our Regiſter, 
we gave an Account of the Reduction of the Kingdom 
of Naples to the Obedience of Don Carlos, and alſo of 
the Battles of Bitonto, Parma, and Guaſtalla; with 
which, and the Siege of Mirandola by the French, we cloſed 
the Campaign on that Side for the Vear 1734: But a 
more particular Account of that Siege, and the Rai ſing 
of it by the Germans, having fince come to our Hands, 
we think fit to communicate the ſame to our Readers. 
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Do RING the remaining Part of the Campaizn, 
aſter the Battle of Cuaſlalla, the two Armies made 
ſeveral Marches and Countermarches,- but nothing very 


remarkable happened, except that about the Beginning 


of October, a Detachment of the allied Army under 


the Command of the. Marqueſs de Maillebois, went and 


laid Siege to Minn⁰a; but upon Report that a firong 
Detachment of the German Army was marching to the 
Relief of the - Place, he raiſtd the Siege, and returned 
with his Detachment to the allied Camp near Cuaſtalla, 
whore he ſtaid till it was found that the Report was 
falſe, and then he returned and laid Siege ts the Place 
in Form, as, we- have already obſerved : Upon this, 
Count Konigſegg, who: was then encamped with the 
Imperial Army in the Seraglio, paſſed the Foſſa: Maeftra 
on the ioth of Oder, and made a Shew as if he intend- 
ed march up and attack the allied Army, moſt Part of 
which was then encamped upon the Oglio This he did 
to conceal his true Deſign, and to endeavour to make 
the Allies draw, off the Detachment encamped at Gua- 
alla; in Otder that they might not be near at Hand to 
ſupport the Detachment then befieging Mirandola : In 
the mean Time General Neuperg was detach'd from the 


Imperial Camp near -Mercaria with 2000 Foot, 1500 


Horſe, and 200 Huſſars, who being joined by ſome 
Troops at Governolo and Oſtiglia, fo as to make up a 
Body of 6000 Men, he paſſed the Po at Sorhetta,. put a 


ſmall Party of the Enemy on the other Side to Flight, 


and marched up to Mirandola with ſuch Expedition, 
that the Allies were obliged to. raiſe the Siege, and to 
retire with ſo much Precipitation, that they left eight 
Pieces of Cannon, two Mortars, all their Ammunitian, 
Previſion, and Baggage; a Prey to the Germans; for 
tho? the Allies had not drawn off their Detachment 
at Cuaſtalla, yet the Germans marched with ſuch Se- 
crecy, that the Detachment at | Guaftalia heard no- 
thing of their coming, and therefore: did; not march 
up to the Support of their Detachment. before Miran- 
dola. 

The Imperialiſts having in November received a large 
Reinforcement from the Army on the Rhine, the Allies 
retired from the Clio, and encamped or cantoned their 
p Troops 


SE TORIES 
2 3 i -— Loa 7 r 
>: oe 5 3 * * * . * _ 


— 


Wir «for abe Tear 1736. 39 


Troops about Cremona; whereupon Count Konig ſegg 
ſent the Prince of Hilburglauſen with a numerous Pe- 
tachment to take Poſſeſſion of that Part of the Mantuan, 
lying between the Oglio and the Po, and of ſome other 
Places which the Allies had in a Manner abandoned: 
The Prince marched firſt to Boxolo, which he found en- 
tirely abandoned; and having left a Garriſon of 300 
Men there, he marched from thence to Sabionetta, in 
which he found the Allies had left a Garriſon of 200 
Men, whom the Prince ſummoned to ſurrender, but 
the Governor, not ſeeing any Cannon, bid him De- 
ance : The Prince immediately judging from whence 
his Obſlinacy proceeded, ordered privately ſome Trunks 
of Trees to be cut in the Shape of Cannon, and having 
got them coloured over with Dirt; he order'd them to 
be laid on Carriages drawn. by eight Horſes, and con- 
vey d before the Town: Upon this, the Governor taking 
them for real Cannon, demanded to capitulate, which 
was granted, and he marched out with all the Honours 
of War. After this, *twas thought the Imperialiſts would 
march to attack the Army of the Allies ; but they alſo 
receiving ſoon -after a ſtrong Reinforcement: from their 
Army on the Rhine, the Delign, if there ever was any 
ſuch, was laid aſide. 

Tho' the Aumy of the Allies began to canton their 
Troops about the End of the Munth/ October, becauſe of 
the great Rains that had fallen in that Month, yet as 
the Germans continued in the Field, they did not go into 
Winter- Quarters till towards the Middle of January 
However, as the Seaſon- was too far advanced, and the 
Roads render d impracticable for the/ March of Armies, 
ſo : that nothing of Importance could be undertaken on 
either Side, the King of Sardinia ſet out for Turin on 
the 21ſt of December; and about the Beginning of Fanu- 
ary the Marſhal de Coigny ſet out for Faris, leaving the 
Command of the Army to the Marſhal de Broglio; as 
did about the fame» Time Count Konigſegg for Vienna, 
leaving the Command of: the Imperial Army to General 
Wallis the Cam paign having ended by à fmart;Skirmiſh 
between a Detachment of the Allies ſent to ſurprize 
Sahionetta, and a Detachment of Germans, who came to 
its Relief, in which the French ſay they had. the better, 
and that they killed 400 of the Germans; and took three 
Companies of Grenadiers Prifoners g but the Germans 
ſay they had but 200 Men killed and wounded ; and in- 
deed it. ſeems to have been a Sort of drawn Battle; oy 
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tho the Germans could not ſay they got the Victory, yet 
they kept Poſſeſſion of the Place. 

On - the-rith of Marci Count Konig/egg returned 
again, and reſumed the Command of the Imperial Army 
in the Maontuan; and about the ſame Time the Marſhal 
Duke de Noailles arriv'd at'Eremona, and took upon him 
the Command of the Frenck Army; ſoon after which 
the Marſhal Broglio ſet out for France, and both Armie: 
began to prepare for a new Campaign. Where we will 
leave them a while to ſce-what was doing in Naples, S. 
city, and on the Coaſt of Tuſcany. | 

About the End of June, 1734, a Detachment of the 
2 Troops embarked on Board two of their Men of 

ar, with Orders to poſſeſs themſelves of the Hands of 
Lipari, fituate about 35 or 40 Miles from the North Coat il 
of the Iſland of Sicily ; and accordingly they made a De- 
ſcent upon the Ifland of Lipari, the chief of them, and 
the only one where the Imperialiſts had any Garriſon : 
Upon their Landing the German Governor abandoned 
the Town of Lipari, and 'retired with his Garriſon | 
to the Caſtle of Pignatara; but he and his Garriſon 


were ſoon obliged to ſurrender themſelves Priſoners of 


War; and thus the Spaniards: gut: footing in the King : 
dom of Sicily, to which theſe Iſlands belong. .- 

As to the Embarkation of the Spaniſi Forces for Sicily, 
and the Reduction of all the Fortreſſes in that Iſland, e- 
cept the Citadel of Meſſina, Syracuſe, and Trepani, we 


have already given an ample Detail of thoſe Tranſac- 
tions from Pege 310 to Page 3 14 of our Regifter Number 


76, and ſhall now continue the Progreſs of the Spaniards 


in that Iſland, but muſt firſt take Notice of the Surrender 


of Capua which compleated the Reduction of the King. 
dom of Naples . | 3 
This ſtrong City, in which was a brave Governor 


and a numerous Garriſon, had been cloſely blocked up 


by the Spaniards ever fince their Arrival in the 'King- 3 
dom of Naples, and continued to be ſo till the End of 


October, 1734, when they began to prepare for beſieging i 


it in Form, for which Purpoſe ſeveral Works were begun 
by Orders of the Marqueſs de "Poza.obuono, who com- 
manded the Blockade; and on the 15th of November the 
Duke of Liria, who had then taken the Title of Duke 
of Berwick, arriving in the Camp to command thoſe | 
Troops, he ordered the ſaid Works to be carried on with 
fuch Expedition, that on the 2oth every Thing was 
prepared for the opening the Trenches, and beginning 
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to batter and bombard the Place with a vaſt Number of 
Cannon and Mortars; but the Governor being willing 

to ſave the Troops he had under his Command, and pre- 

vent their being made Priſoners of War, as the reſt of 
the Imperial Troops in that Kingdom Had been, he ſent 

out an Othcer to make ſome Propoſals, which the Duke 

of Berwick immediately diſpatched by Expreſs to Don 

Carlos, who was pleaſed to accept of them, and the next 

Day the Capitulation was ſigned. 

By this Capitulation *twas agreed, that the Governor 
ſhould have eight Days allow'd him to fend a truſty 
Perſon to Cardinal Cinfuegos, the Imperial Miniſter at 
Rome, in Order to know whether the Befieged had any 
Relief to hope for; or whether there was like to be 
ſpeedily a Suſpenſion of Arms between the Powers en- 
gaged in the War: That, unleſs prevented by one of 
theſe two Circumſtances, he ſhould evacuate the Place 
on the zoth: That the Garriſon ſhoule march out with 
all military Honours, Arms, and Baggage, with two 
Pieces of Cannon, and two cover'd Waggons: That 
they ſhould be conducted to Manfredonia, there to em- 
bark for Trieſte, on Condition that none of the Officers 
or Soldiers ſhould bear Arms for a Year, againſt any of 
te Powers in Alliance with Spain: That their March 
and Tranſportation ſhould be at their own Charges; 
but that the Spaniards ſhould lend them 30,000 Ducats, 
for ſecuring the Repayment of which, two Officers were 
to be left as Hoſtages; and that the Garriſon, on their 
= Arrival at the Palliſadoes of the Place, ſhould lay down: 
their Arms, and not reſume them 'till their Embarka- 
tion. - Accordingly the Garriſon marched out on the 
Both, and the Spaniards took Poſſeſſion of the Place, 
* Slag the laſt that held out againſt them in that King- 
dom. 4 
= Such was Don Carlos's uninterrupted Succeſs in the 
= Kingdom of Naples; his Succeſs in Sicily was altogether 
Das rapid, where the Garriſon of the Citadel of Meſſina 
being reduced to great Straits, were obliged to offer to ca- 
pitulate; and the Articles of Capitulation being approved 


by his young Sicilian Majeſty, they were ſigned the 224 


Jof February, N. S. by the Marqueſs de Gracia-Keal, 
Commander of the Spaniſh Troops that beſieged the 
Place; and the Prince de Lobkowitz,, the Emperor's 
Governor: By which Capitulation it was in Subſlance 
agreed, That on the 25th of the ſame Month, the Be- 
ſieged ſhould deliver all the a, inte the Hands of 
: | the 
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the Spaniards, and confign to the Officers of the Ar- 
tillery, nominated by the Marqueſs de Gracia. Real, the 
Artillery and Ammunition which were in the Citadel: 
That on the 3iſt, at eight o' Clock in the Morning, 
they ſhould deliver up the Forts of S. Salvador and della 
Santerna : That the Beſiegers ſhould enter the Citadel 
the ſame Day; and that the Garrifon ſhould retire into 
the Lazaret, which the Spaniards were not to enter till 
the Garriſon was embarked: That they ſhould march 
out of the Place with the Honours of War, Arms, and 
Baggage, Drums beating, Colours flying, and 30 
Charges for every Soldier: That they might take with 
them two Pieces of Cannon, from eight to twelve 
Pounders, with 50 Charges for each Piece, and two At-. 
tiilery Waggons; and that one Mortar of eight or ten 
Inches Bore, ſhould be granted to the Prince de Lob. 
kowitz., out of Reſpet to bim: That the Veſſels on 
Board which the Garrifon ſhould embark, ſhould not 
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be ſearched : That they ſhould be convoy'd by one of 
the King of Spain's Men of War, which ſhould condut 
them to Fiume or Trieſte ; and that if they ſhould be 


dom of Naples, the — . — on Board thofe Ships 
ſhould be ſurniſhed with every ang, | they wanted at 

ould be permit. 
ted to buy Provifions in the City of Meſſina - That the 
Prince de Lo5kowitz, might communicate the Capitulz- 
tion to General Roma, who commanded at Syracuſe, nay 
even ſend for Money from thence : That the Priſoners 


Day the Beſieged evacuared the Citadel: That the Tm- 
peria! Officers, who had left their Families and their 
Baggage in the City of Meſſina, or in any other Place 
in the Kingdom of $7cily, might take them from thence, 
and carry them away: That thoſe who had Bufineſs in 1 
the City, might go there with the Prince de Lobh-oαοαοιν,t 


£ 
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Paſſport, upon Condition that the Beſteged ſnould admit 


cr 


into the Citadel ſuch Sani Officers as ſhould produce 3 
the Marqueſs de Gracia-Keal's Paſſports : That until the 3 
Garriſon ſhould evacuate the Place, the Spaniards ſhould i 
ſuſpend their Works, and ſhould not commit any AR of 
Hoſtility, provided that the Beſieged maintained no 
Commerce with any Ship, but ſuffered all that belonged 
to the Spaniards to paſs fo and fro with all Freedom : That I 
if, after the Undertakers who furniſhed the ren 3 
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with any Thing, had ſettled their Accounts with the 
Imperial Commiſſary, who was at Syracuſe, it ſhould 
appear that the Emperor was in their Debt, the Gar- 
riſon ſhould not be moleſted nor detained upon thar 
Account; and that they ſhould only be required to leave 
Hoſtages, as uſual upon ſuch Occaſions, 

After the Surrender of the Citadel of Meſſina, the 
Infant Don Carlos, now called King of Naples and Sicily, 
embarked at Palmi, on Board a Felucca, the gth of March 
following, and in leſs than four Hours landed ſafe on 
the Sicilian Shore, to the great Joy of the Inhabitants 
of that Iſland ; and as Fortune accompany'd that Prince 
where ever he went, the Germans ſurrendered up Syracuſe 
the 2d Day of June following, after a Blockade which 
had continued ever ſince the landing of the Spaniards in 
Sicily. The Articles of Capitulation were as follows: 


1. The Germans ſhall evacuate the Town and Caſtle 
in 20 Days. 

2. In the mean Time the advanced Works ſhall be de- 
liver'd up to the Spaniards. 

3- The Garriſon ſhall march out with all military 
Honours. | 

4. They ſhall be allow'd two Pieces of Cannon, with 
Fowder and Ball for 50 Charges. 

5. The Governor ſhall be allow'd a Mortar-piece and 
50 Bombs. 

6. Eight Days before the Evacuation, two Officers of 
the Spaniſh Train ſhall be ſent in to viſit the Arſenals. 

7. The Sick and Wounded may have Leave to flay 
*till they are perfectly recovered. 

8. The Spaniards thall provide the Garriſon with ne-. 
ceſſary Shipping, for tranſporting them to Triefte or 
Fiume. 

9. All Priſoners on both Sides to be ſet at Liberty, 

10. The Imperial Officers ſhall have Liberty to ſell 
their Horſes, and every Thing elſe that they may find 
uſeleſs to them in their Voyage. 

11. Such of the ſaid Officers as have any Affairs to 
ſettle in the ſaid Kingdom, ſhall have Permillion to 
ſay *till they have entirely finiſhed them, 

12, The Veſſels coming into, or going out of the 
Port, ſhall receive no Moleſtation, upon any Account 
whatever. 

13. The City may hope for the Confirmation of its 
Privileges from the Clemency of her Sovereign. 

F 2 14. What 
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Emperor poſſeſſed on the Coaſt of that Dutchy ; and 4. 
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14. What Sale has been made of uſeleſs Braſs, Lead, 
or Iron ſhall be allow'd, provided nothing has paſs'd in 
Prejudice to the King's Duties. 

15. The Spaniards ſhould advance 30,000 Florins to 
the Garriſons, who ſhall leave two Officers Hoſtages for 
the Payment of them. 

16. At the Time of the Evacuation, both Sides ſhall 
give Hoſtages, for the due Execution of the preſent Ar- 
ticles. | 

Immediately after the Reduftion of this City, the 
Spaniſh General marched, and laid cloſe Siege to the | 
{irong Fortreſs of Trepani, the only Place left in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Emperor in the Kingdom of Sicily; Þ 
which Fortreſs might have given the Spariards great 
Trouble to have reduced it by Force; but it having 
been block'd up on all Sides, ever ſince the Spaniards | 
landed in that Kingdom, the Garriſon was reduced al-. 
moſt to a ſtarving Condition; and therefore they im- 
mediately capitulated, upon much the ſame Terms that 
had been granted to the Garriſon of Syracuſe. 7 

By the Reduction of Trepani, Don Carlos being made 
Maſicr of the whole Kingdom of Sicily, and every [2 
Thing being in Readineſs for his Coronation, he made 
his publick Entry into the City of Palermo on the 3oth F* 
of June, N. 8. with great Solemnity; and on the 3d of Ky 
July was performed the Ceremony of his Coronation, 

with great Pomp and Magnificence, the Crown which i 
was made for this Purpoſe being valued at 1, 200, 0 
Pieces cf Eight, which is near 300,000 1. Sterling. + 

We muſt here obſerve, that the Spaniards judging from 
their daily ſurpriſing Succeſſes that attended their land- * 
ing in Sicily, that the Conqueſt of that Kingdom would 
not demand near ſo many Men as they had invaded it 
with, a great Part of their Troops were ſoon ſent back 
to Naples; and after the Reduction of Capua they pre 
pared for ſending a great Body of them under the Com 
mand of the Duke de Bitonto, now made Duke de Mon. 
temar, to the Aſſiſtance of the Allies in Lombardy ; 
which Body accordingly began their March in Faruary 
ſollowing, thro' the Eccleſiattical Territories for Tuſcany, | 
where, as ſoon as they were arriv'd they laid Siege to 
Orbitello and Porto-Ercole, and the other Fortreſſes the 4 
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ter reducing ſome of them, and leaving a few of their | 
Troops to carry on the Siege of the others, particularly 
Orbitello, and Porto- Ercole, the Duke de Montemar I 

marched 1 
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marched with the Main Body, in Order to join the al- 
lied Army againſt the opening of the late Campaign in 
Lombardy ; but, in their March from Naples, the Spa- 
niards had the following Diſpute with the Common- 
wealth of Lucca. 

Three Spaniſh Soldiers, and an Officer of the ſame Na- 
tion, offering to go in at one of the Gates of the City of 
Lucca, they were obliged to lay down their Arms, and 
leave them at the Gate, before they were permitted to 
go on, Being returned to their Quarters, an Account 
of what had paſſed was immediately given to the Duke 
de Montemar, who took it as a Reflection upon the Ho- 
nour and victorious Arms of the King his Maſter. The 
next Day therefore, he ſent ſix Soldiers and a Corporal 
to Lucca, follow'd at a conſiderable Diſtance by a De- 
tachment of 2000 Men. The former being arriv'd ar 
the Parrier, the Guard bid them leave their Arms at 
the Gate; but they, inſtead of doing as they were bid, 
fixed their Bayonets to the Muzzles of their Muskets, 
and went their Way into the City. Having, thus arm- 
ed, taken a View of the publick Walks and Places, 
they went into an Inn, where they eat and drank, and 
rodomontaded as they pleaſed; after which, the Corpo- 
ral went to the Palace, and asked to ſpeak with the Gon- 
falonier (ſo they call the chief Magiſtrate) while his fix 
Soldiers, who had accompany'd him thither, ſaunter'd 
about the Court of the Palace with their Arms. What 
Compliment the Corporal made to the Gonfalonier, is 
not yet known; but that Magiſlrate thought it his Duty 
to ſend a Gentleman to Leghorn, where the Duke de 
Montemar was to arrive that Day, to complain to the 
General of the Proceedings and Conduct of his Troops. 
The Duke de Montemar being arriv'd, he admitted 
the Deputy of Lucca to an Audience ; but far from en- 
tering into his Reaſons, he declared to him, that he 
would certainly try the three Soldiers who had been 
ſuch Cowards the Day before, as to lay down their 
Arms at the City Gates; and as he would puniſh them 
ſeverely for negleQing an Opportunity of gaining Re- 
ſpe to the Arms of Spain, ſo would he likewiſe re- 
venge the Affront which the Republick had put upon 
fo great a King. This Anſwer made the Lucquexe 
tremble ; but at laſt it was agreed, that in Conſideration 
of 20, % Crowns paid down, his Excellency would 
generouſly forget what had paſs d. | 
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Upon this Occaſion we muſt take Notice, that in all 
fortified Places, where there is a Garriſon kept, it has 
always been the Cuſtom not to permit Strangers to enter 
with Arms about them, they being always obliged to 
Jeave whatever Arms they have with the Guard at the 
firtt Gate z but People that want either Power or Cou- 
rage to defend their Privileges, muſt expet to have 
them trampled u pon by every Man who finds an Oppor- 
tunity to do it. 


An Affair of much the ſame Nature has happened 


likewiſe to the Genoeſe. When the Spaniſh Army arri v'd 
upon their Frontiers, the Duke de Montemar deſired 
Leave to quarter ſome of his Troops in Sarxana, a for- 
tified Town belonging to that Republick, which was 
refuſed by the Senate; whereupon the Spanih General 
told them, that if they would not grant it he would 
take it, and that he was reſolved to ſend ten Battalions 
to that Town and Porto Specie, another fortified Place 
belonging to them : This very much alarmed the Senate 
of Genva, and a ſolemn Deputation was immediately 
ſent to the Duke, to acquaint him, that it was not thro” 
Want of Reſpect to his Moſt Catholick Majeſty, that 
they made any Scrupie of receiving the Spaniſh Detach- 
ment, but to prevent the Complaints which the Em- 
peror might make on that Oecaſion: At laſt the Affair 
was accommodated, by their aſſigning ſome of their 
Villages for the Spaniards to quarter in, and paying the 
General 30,000 Ducats by Way of Compoſition, 

Theſe Exploits being perform'd, the Spaniards con- 
tinued their March towards Lombardy, and Monte Phi- 
lippo and Porto- Ercole in Tuſcany, ſurrendered ſome Time 


alter. 


On the 14th of May, 1735, N. S. as the Spaniards 


were beſieging Monte Philippo, in Tuſcany, a Bomb from 
one of their Batteries happened to fall in the Powder- 
Magazine of the Fort, by which it was blown up, and 
ſeveral of the Soldiers of the Garriſon killed and woun- 
ded; ſo that the German Governor was obliged to ſur- 
render on the 16th at Diſcretion. 

It came now to the Turn of Porto. Ercole to ſurren- 
der; the Cerman Governor was, indeed, reſolved to 
Hold out that Place to the laſt Extremity ; but Proviſion 
beginning to grow ſcarce, the Garriſon mutiny'd againſt 
him, 2nd obliged him to ſurrender to the Spaniards, on 
the 20th of June in the ſame Year, at Diſcretion : But 
immediately after the Surrender, he acquainted the Mar- 

queſ's 


88 , W e 4 ö 1 


— — 
AY be 2 
2 oa SER $a 
8 46 n 


e AN 
n 
8 


PPP 
0 ks Me: r N * 
r 


* 


een 
bn 2 2 8 


r 2 — Pa i Ry 2 . " 5 
1 Wr n 
&% n — $ 3 9 7 nn 4A P 

8 „ IR Oe 6 N95 ES oe 


PPP 
1 F a toads Tt DST” ode TIE 1.745% > 
* 2 — bs 2, g 7 * d * 
ee r S EE 


8 


N 81 for the Tear 173 6, 47 


queſs de las Minas, Commander of the Beſieging Army, 
with the Cauſe of his giving up the Fortreſs, who was ſo 
prudent as to enquire into the Affair, and upon finding it 
to be exactly as the Governor had related, he not only 
ordered eight or ten of the German Ringleaders of the 
Mutiny to be hang'd up immediately, but was ſo polite 
as to offer the Governor whatever Conditions he pleaſed 
to demand for Himſelf, The Spaniards found in the 
Place 120 Men, 16 Braſs Cannon, three of Iron, and 
four Mortars, and Plenty of Ammunition, but very 
little Proviſion. 


We have not Room at preſent to finiſh the laſt Cam- 
paign in Lombardy, and muſt therefore defer ſt to another 
Opportunity; but we ſhall clofe this Article of 7raly 
with a Liſt of the Spaniſi Forces in that Country and 


Sicily, : 
In the Kingdom of Naples. 
Battalions. Squad. 
Burgos 2 


Royal Bourbon!k — —2 
Eftremadura Horſe —ͤ —3 
869M — 1 
Marc lte ſi — 1 
France Dragoon —— 3 
Derwount . — 1 
Capua Burgos 
Batavia Diſmounted Dragoons ——— -— 


Gaeta 


— — 1 


Pefcara Sa ra — 2 a 
Pavia Difmounted Dragoons— — 15 
Keggio Sicily . 
11 12 
I 
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In Sicily. 
HORSE. 


FOOT. Battalions. 
Spaniſh Guard 1 
alleen Guards 


3 
Coruna — 2 
5Spirakuak x — 2 

uad alaæara xk 2 
Area — ) 1 
Burgundy — — 1 
arma — 2 

1 
2 
2 
3 
1 


Sicily 
Royal Bourbon 
HBeſter 
Nedeviſt . — 
Artillery ——_— — 


— HD 


21 


Bourbon 
Farneſe 
Orders 


| Frizland Dragoons — 3 


Edinburgh w——_— —_— 3 


15 


In Lombardy, under the Duke de Montemar, Capt. Gen. 


FOOT. 
Spaniſh Guards 
Walloon Guards 
Eaſtille 
Navar re moommomanms —— 
Haynault —— — 2 
Namur worm — 2 
Ten Battalions more 

from Spain * os 


Battalions. | 


4 
2 
2 
2 
I 


23 


HORSE. Squad, 
King's Grenadiers 150 
King's Carabineers 600 
Alcantara wmonmm 3 


Flandern. — 3 
Andaloufia — — 3 

a2 —. 3 
Malta 
Terragona ... —— 3 
More from Spain — 13 


— 


33 


— 23 


Total of the Troops. 


Battalions. 


Naples 11 

Sicily 23 

Lombardy ——— — 25 
and 750 Men 


Tuſca ny — — — 4 


63 


Squad. 


— 


69 


Making in all, about 45000 Foot, and 


9750 Horſe and Dragoons, 


—— — 


54750 
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FRANCE. 


s the Diſputes about Religion and the Bull Unize- 
nitus; {till run very high in France, they have pro- 
duced a moſt extraordinary Effect in the Biſhop of Pa- 


Foul, Brother to the Marqueſs de Segur, which. ſhews 


that the Biſhops of that Country have ſome Conſcience 3 
at leatt, we muſt grant, that this Gentleman has a great 
deal. He is not yet above 41 Years of Age, was pro- 
moted ſome Years ago to this rich Biſhoprick, and now, 
for Conſcience Sake, he has laid it down; on which 
Occaſion he publiſh'd the following Mandate, viz. 


OH MN Charles de Segur, by Divine Permiſſion, Biſhop 

and Lord of St. Papoul, to the Secular and Regular 
Clergy, and to all the Faithful in our Dioceſe, Health 
and Bened iction in him who cane into the World to fave 
Sinners. : 

We could no longer delay, my dear Brethren, to noti- 
fy to you the Reſolution we have taken, to deſcend from 
our Elevation, and difcharge ourſelf from the Weight of 
our Epiſcopal Office, We have a long Time ſought to 
elude and deceive ourſelf, as to the Manner of our en- 
tering therein, but God has nor ſuffered the falſe Repoſe 
we enjoyed to laſt always. For two Vears paſt he ſpoke 
to and preſſed us. His Voice, which nothing can ſtifle, 
purſued us within ourſelf. Whatever Care we have 
taken to conceal from you the Alarms of our Confcience, 
you. might obſerve, that we were no longer the ſame as 
formerly; but it is Time to tell and explain the Enig- 
ma; yes. my Brethren, we are obliged to it; this is 
not our Work, but that of the Almighty : Hec mutatio 
dextera Excelſi. 

Scarce the firſt Rays of Grace had opened our Eyes, 
but we perceived how much we owed to the Juſtice: of 
God, to ſatisfy which, muſt we continue in the emi- 
nent Station in which our Raſhneſs placed us ? Or muſt 
we deſcend from it? The Voice of our Conſcience 
cry'd to make the latter Choice. Before we reſolved 
thereon, we. conſulted wiſe and experienced Perſons, 
told them our Condition, and concealed nothing that 
might be neceſfary for their giving Judgment. They, 
touched with the Troubles of the Church, and the Need 
the has of Paſlors, counſelled me to remain with you, 
| | my 
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my dear Brethren, and to repair by contrary Steps, all 
thoſe with which we reproached ourſelf. But God, who 
put it in our Heart to follow exactly the Rules and Ca- 
nons of the Church, gave us Strength only to ſubmit 
thereto, By Way of Deference to thoſe we had conſulted, 
we try'd to put their Advice in PraQtice, but always in 
vain 3 worldly Reſpe& reſtrain'd us, a falſe Fear bridled 
our Tongue, and our Mouth pronounced what our Heart 
continually gainſaid. How many Times have we re- 
proached ourſelf with this Weakneſs ! How many Times 
complain'd, that the Guides we had taken had not ſuffi- 
cient Regard to our Caſe ! At Jaſt we determined to re- 
nounce our Epiſcopal Chair, and from that Moment have 
recovered that Peace which God had annexed to a Pro- 
ceeding ſo canonical, and ſo conformable to our Wants. 
Is it neceſſary, my dear Brethren, to juſtify ourſelf in 
your Sight? How mortifying ſoever the Publick Con- 
feſſion of our Sins may be, we feel in ourſelf the Courage 
to make it. The Sight of our Miſeries will incline you 
to pray for us; and if any one had a Mind to endeavour 
to reſtrain us, the ſame Reaſons which preſs us to leave 
you, will diſpoſe him not to oppoſe the ſame. 
. Diſguiſed with the World, in an Age then little ad- 
vanced, and furniſhed with Favours which made us feel 
all the Dangers thereof, we ſought in the Society of the 
Oratory, the InſtruQions and good Examples we flood in 
need of, and found them in Abundance. We there learnt 
to know Jeſus Chriſt, the Dignity of the Prieſthood, and 
the Qualities neceſſary to be inveſted therewith. Struck 
with a holy Awe, we looked on that Office only to ac- 
quaint ourſelf, that we muſt not aſpire thereat, and 
took for our Direction the laſt Words of this Maxim of 
St. Gregory, Virtutibus Pollens, Coactus ad Regimen Veniat ; 
Virtutibus Vacuus, nec coattus accedat, We confined our- 
ſelf to the inferior clerical Duties, and ſhould have 
been too happy to have ſpent our Days in a Station, 
which was formerly the Reward of Confeſſors of Jeſus 
Chriſt : But Events, which all the World knows, gave 
Entrance to the Man of Sin into our Hearts ; his firſt 
Aſſaults were repulſed, the ſecond became more powerful, 
and began to make us give Ground. Satan ſhew'd us 
not only the Kingdoms of the World, but that which is 
external and darling, even in the Kingdom of Jeſus Chrifl 
itſelf; we were firuck therewith, and deſired it, and be- 
cauſe we did not take Care to have Recourſe to God, we 


fell under the Temptation, 
2 Two 
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Two Obſtacles at firſt oppoſed our Advancement : We 
had adhered to the Appeal, which the Biſhops of Mire- 
Poix, Senex.,, Montpellier, and Boulogn, had brought 
againſt the Bull Unigenitus, and we belonged to a Congre- 
gation become odious to the chief Powers, becauſe of the 
Oppoſition it ſhew'd to this fatal Decree. | 

We begun therefore by quitting the Congregation of the 
Oratory 3 we received the Order of Prieſthood, and was 
made Grand Vicar of a Dioceſe, where the Oppoſition 
to the Bull was almoſt general, In order to efface the 
Impreſſions which our Adherence had made in People's 
Minds, we not only renounced the Appeal, but made it 
a Merit to bring others to do the like; making Uſe of 
every Thing for that Purpoſe z ſoft Inclination, Promi- 
ſes and Threatnings; nothing was omitted. Of what a 
Fall were we then the Cauſe! How many Murders 
have we committed ? Alas ! what a Blindneſs was we in ? 
The Fall of our Brethren ſerved to quiet us, and the 
pernicious Way in which we walked, appeared more 
ſure, as we drew Prevaricators into it. 

To theſe Extravagancies we added others: There Ec- 
clefiaſticks of Merit had the Courage to oppoſe us. They 
were in quiet Poſſeſſion of their Benefices, and to puniſh 
their Refuſal to renounce the Appeal, would oblige them 
to ſign purely and fimply the Formulary of Pope Alexan- 
der VII. They offer'd to ſign, and did do it, as the four 
Biſhops did formerly, with the Confent of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, Clement XI. This Subſcription, which had far- 
ther for its Authority 19 Biſhops, whoſe Memory is till 
dear to the Church, became a Crime in the innocent 
Perſons whom we perſecuted, and they whoſe Faith was 
pure and irreprehenſible ; they who loved the Church, 
and were loved by her, were condemned by us, as diſo- 
bedient, and Enemies to her Deciſions; we (iripp'd 
them of their Benefices, and took from two Pariſhes of 
the City, two worthy Paſtors, and a Prebendary from a 
Cathedral Church : Theſe, my Brethren, were the Ways 
we took to come among you, and to attain the Epiſcopal 
Dignity. Grieve then for us and with us; tis of us 
the Prophet ſaith, Ipſi regnaverunt © non ex me: They 
have reigned of themſelves, and not of me; they have been 
Princes, and I have not known them. 

From thence proceeds, therefore, the Unprofitableneſs 
of a Miniſtry, which we had the Raſhneſs to uſurp, and 
from thence the Scandal we have given, by the Steps ve 
took in Favour of the Bull Unizenitus, In our firſt Man- 
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date we propoſed it as a Law of the Church, to which 
you ought to ſubmit z in a ſecond we required of you 
the ſame Submiſſion 3 in 1728, we went fill further, 
we, who know the Virtue, the Innocence and Integrity 
of the Faith of the Biſhop of Senez, we condemned the 
famous Civilians, who undertook his Defence ; they did 
what we ought to have done, and we made them ſuffer 
the Chaſtiſement which we had merited. | 

Can we then, dear Brethren, ſufficiently deplore the 
Share we had in the Iniquity of a Judgment, which will 
ever be the Shame and Diſhonour of thoſe who pronoun- 
ced it ? Let us then carry ourſelf, at leaſt in Spirit, to 
the holy Mountain, there to throw ourſelf at the Feet 
of the Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt, It was from his Hands 
that we took God for our Heritage, when we enter'd into 
the Prieſthood, and it is between his Arms that we would 
repair, by renouncing the Epiſcopal Dignity, the very 
great Fault we committed therein. May he look upon 
us as the Son of his Loins, his Bowels will be touched, 
when he ſhall ſee us at his Feet, We have finned againſt 
Heaven and againſt him, but we read in his Heart that 
He has already pardoned us. May we, on the Retreat 
wherein we will paſs the reſt of our Days, become the 
Imitator of this holy Biſhop ! It is only permitted to us, 
to follow him in the Battles he has maintained for the 
Faith; we will endeavour to imitate him in a penitent 
Life, who is the Edification of the Monaſtery where he 
is detain'd, and who fulfils the Joy of the Church. 

We comfort ourſelf, my dear Brethren, in the Sight of 
the vaſt Debts we have contraſted with God, only by the 
Hope that we are now going about to acquit them. May 
that happy Day come, when we ſhall be eafed of a Bur- 
den which preſſes us down ; when we ſhall enter again 
into the Path from which we have ſtray'd! How good is 
God to ſearch for us, after having been abandon'd ! We 
Heard his Voice, and ſtopp'd our Ears; but at laſt Truth 
hath appeared to us in its firſt Splendor, in Spite of the 
Injuries with which Men ſhaded it, and is alone worthy 
to be beloved. How different is the Reign of its Enemy ? 
When we renounced the Appeal, we felt nothing within 
. us but Trouble and Fear, and without, nothing but Eaſe 
and Pleaſure. Now Peace enters into our Soul, as we 
confirm ourſelf in the Reſolution to confeſs the Truth; 
and if we feel any Fear, it comes from without, and re- 
gards only the bad Treatment which our Return to God 
may draw upon us. If we compare the Motives upon 
| | which 
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which we formerly acted, with thoſe that now animate 
us, how much will Truth appear ſuperior to Error? 
When we retracted our Appeal to become a Biſhop, 
the Motive was worthy of the Cauſe to which we ad- 
hered-3 now we renounce our Biſhoprick, to join again 
in the Appeal, we render to Truth a Homage which it 
only can inſpire. 
May this Step make in you, my dear Brethren, all 
the Impreſſion it ought to make, and ſecure you againſt 
all the Aſſaults made upon it. You ſee the Change 
God has made in us, and that he can vanquiſh when he 
| pleaſes : He changes Wolves into Lambs, Perſecutors into 
| Apoſtles : He ſays, and "tis done: He commands, and is 
| obeyed. If he defers to appeaſe the Storm which our 
| Sins have raiſed, tis becauſe he knows, that all the Ef- 
8 forts of Men are in vain, and that the Gates of Hell can 
| never prevail againſt his Church. Joy then with us, 
my dear Brethren, to pray to God to put an End to the 
Troubles with which we are fo violently toſſed. This 
is all we are capable to do, in a Time of Affliction and 
Obſcurity. We leave it to Hands more us'd te combat 
than ours, to defend Truth with the Arms of Light, 
which have rendered them ſo formidable to their Ene- 
mies. *Tis to thoſe great Biſhops who remain firm in 
the Paths of Truth, that it belongs to write in the De- 
fence thereof, *Tis ſufficient for us, to make Uſe of 
the Authority we yet enjoy, to repair the Evil we have 
cauſed during our Adminiſtration. 

Receive alſo, with this laſt Adieu, our Aſſurances, 
that we ſhall never forget you in our Retreat. We truſt 
that when God ſhall have pardoned us, he will not reje& 
the Prayers we ſhall offer continually for your Salvation. 
The Order of Love, which begins by doing Good to 
ourſelf, ſeparates us externally from you; but this ſame 
Love forms internal Bands, which joins us fo cloſely to 
you, that nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate you from our 
Heart. How could we be uſeful to you, where the Lord 
baptiſed not with us? We contented ourſelf with plai- 
ſtering the Wall with Dirt only, without conſidering 
who ſhould ſtrengthen it. Do not regret the Services 
we might now render you, Has God need of our out- 
ward Labours to fave you? Putas ne, Deus de vicinio ego 
fum, dicit Dominus, Q non Deus de longe? Yes, my Bre- 
thren, we hope to be more ufeful to you, by weeping in 
Solitude for you, and for ourſelf, than if we remained 
in a Place wherein God does not ceaſe to tell us, that we 

| as 
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do not pleaſe him. God is juſt, and in treating us u 
he does, he tempers his Juſtice with abundance of Mer- 
cy. We deliver ourſelf into his Hands, and give uy 
ourſelf wholly to him; becauſe no Perſon can be 1 
Father like him. Too long have we followed our own 
Will, now Jet him accompliſh his. Ecce elongavi fugien 
£3 manſi in Solitudine, Expectabam eum qui Salvum me fe i 
cit a Puſillanimitate Spiritus & tempeſtate, Precipitats 
Domine, divide linguas eorum, quoniam vidi iniquitatem G 
contradiftionem in Civitate. | 
For theſe Cauſes, after having moſt profoundly hum. 
bled ourſelf before the Truth, which we have offen 
ded, and asked Pardon of the Church, for all the Sten 
we took in Favour of the Bull Unigenitus; to repair, 
as much as lies in us, the Scandal we have cauſed, the 
holy Name of God being firſt invoked, we retra& our 
Mandates of the Month of Auguft, 1724, and of the 
Month of February, 1727, as to what was contained 
therein, in Favour of the ſaid Bull. We wholly retra8 
| what we publiſhed in 1728, againſt the Conſultation of 
the Advocates: We adhere to the Appeal made to a 
future General Council, the 1ſt of March, 1917, by 
the Lords Biſhops of Mirepoix, Senex, Montpelier, and 
Boulogn, and all the other Acts they have made in Sup- 
port thereof. Joining ourſelves to a Cauſe ſo juſt and 
Holy in itſelf, we retract every other Act, contrary to 
our preſent Mandate, that may be extorted from us 
for the future, which we hope by God's Grace will 
never happen. We declare, in the Sight of him who 
Tearcheth the Hearts and Reins, that we are not de- 
termined to the Choice we now make, *till after having 
a long Time reflefted thereon. That this Step does 
not come from the Suggeſtion of any Perſon, but that 
we take it in full Liberty, May it pleaſe him who 
inſpir'd us thereto, to give us Strength to maintain it 
to our laſt Breath. 
Given in our Epiſcopal Palace at St. Papoul, the 26th 
of February, 1735. 
| Signed, John Charles, Biſhop of St. Papoul. 


This Mandate made a great Noiſe in France, and 
what was added to it, that the Adyocates of the Par- 
liament of Paris, writ in a Body, a Letter of Thanks 
and Congratulation to the Biſhop, on that Occaſion 3 
by which it is reckoned, that thoſe Gentlemen will 
again draw the Reſentment of the Court * . 

| elves 3 
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© ſelves; ſo that we may probably have Occaſion to take 
ſome further Notice of this Mandate. In the mean 
Time we cannot but obſerve, that the fawning Biſhops, 
the Jeſuits, and the Courtiers, endeavour to repreſent 
© this Gentleman as a mad Man, which is a moſt impu- 
dent Piece of Wickedneſs ; for if the Biſhop was really 
convinced that he was in the wrong, he was obliged 
in Duty, both to God and Man, to give one of the moſt 
publick Teſtimonies of it he could, to the End that 
# thoſe who had been led into an Error, or confirmed in 
an Error by his Example, might likewiſe, by his Ex- 
S ample, be taught to renounce that Error ; and to en- 
| deavour to brand ſuch a dutiful Behaviour with the 
Character of Madneſs, ſhews that thoſe who do fo, 
muſt be utterly abandoned to all Principles either of 
Honour or Religion: They had done better to have 
| gone upon the other uſual Topick of Reſentment and 
Revenge; for if they had affirmed, that the Biſhop had 

asked fore Favours which had been refuſed him, and 
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that thereupon he had flung up his Biſhoprick, and 
joined the Anti-Confiitutioniſis, in Order to be reven- 

ged of the Miniſters, they would not thereby have ex- 

| poſed the little Regard they have to the Principles of 
Honour and Virtue ; but, it ſeems, they could find no 

1 plauſible Pretence for ſaying he had been refuſed any 


Favour, and therefore they were reduced to the Neceſſi- 
ty of calling him a mad Man for ſacrificing his Intereſt 
| to his Conſcience. 


S 
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Some Time before this Mandate made its Appearance, 
the Archbiſhop of Cambray publiſhed a Paſtoral Letter 


son the other Side of the Queſtion, which was briskly 
© attacked by the Parliament, who publiſhed an Arret 
at WW againſt it on the 18th of February, 1734-5, but by 
- that Step the Parliament drew upon themſelves the 


Indignation of his Holineſs, and the Reſentment of the 
Court. The King's Council of State publiſhed an Ar- 
ret apainſt that of the Parliament, and in Favour of 
| | the Archbiſhop, dated the 1oth of May; and the fol- 
i. owing Bull arriv'd ſoon after from Rome. 
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CLEMEN T XII. Pope, 
Ad perpetuam rei memoriam. 


LACED by the Divine Providence in St. Peter 
Chair, tho* without any Merit of our. own, we 
Have learned, with the utmoſt Grief, that certain 
Printed Sheets are publickly diſperſed in French, t 
the great Scandal of all good People, under the Tit, 
of An Arret of the Court of Parliament, for the Sy. 
preſſion of a Book, intitled, The Archbiſhop of Cambray' 
HLaſtoral Inſtruction, Kc. We therefore committed the 
Peruſal of the ſaid SKeets to ſeveral of our venerab} 
Brethren, the Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, 
with other, Doctors in Divinity, to the End, thi 
after a mature Examination, they might report to u 
their Sentiments of the ſame. | 
After then having heard the Opinion of the ſaid Cir 
dinals, and Doctors in Divinity, we of our certain 
Knowledge, and on mature Deliberation, do of ou 
full Power and Apoſtolick Authority, declare by thei 
Preſents, that the Ordinances and other Things con. 
tained in the ſaid Sheets, with all and ſingular tw 
Matters purſuant thereto, now, and at any Time ſl 
ever, are, and ſhall be abſolutely and entirely null, 


void, of no Effect, invalid, raſhly enterpriſing, pte 


ſuming, not being of any Force or Authority; and, 
nevertheleſs, for better Surety, as much as need be, 
we for ever revoke, abrogate, ſet at nought, annul, 
and aboliſh, and every and each of thoſe Things, ab. 
ſolutely taking from them all Force and Effect. D. 
cree we, and declare in like Manner, that they be 4 
ways regarded as revoked, abrogated, annulled, in 
validated and aboliſhed, and abſolutely and entirely de 
prived of Force and Efftet. We forbid the reading d 
retaining the ſaid Sheets, as well printed as Manuſcrip!, 
whereſoever or howſoever diſperſed, as containing Pro 
poſitions raſh, falſe, injurious to our Authority - as 9 
vereign Pontiff, and to the Epiſcopal Authority, f. 
vouring of Innovators, fomenting of Diſobedience ani 
Rebellion againſt the Church, and reſpedtively tend" 
to Schiſm. We forbid all and each of the Faithfu, 
even ſuch whoſe Character and Dignity makes it te 
quiſite expreſly to mention them, to print or cop), 


retain or mike Uſe of the ſaid Sheets, under Pain ol 
| | Excom 
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Excommunication, incurred for one fingle Treſpaſs, 
without Need of other Declaration; of which Excom- 
munication no Perſon may, or can obtain Abſolution, 
but from ourſelf, or from the Sovereign Pontiff for the 
Time being, except only in the Article of Death. We will 
alſo and order, of our Apoſtolick Authority, all ſuch 
Perſons : who  ſhal] have the ſaid Sheets, to deliver 
them either to the Ordinary of the Place, or bring them 
to the Tribunal of the Inquiſition, as ſoon as they ſhall 
have Knowledge of theſe Preſents ; and all therein con- 
cerned are to take Care, that the ſame be. burnt as 
ſoon as they ſhall be ſo delivered, notwithſtanding any 
Diſpoſition to the contrary. And to the End that the 
preſent Letters may be the more eafily known to the 
World, and nb Perſon, on any Pretenee whatever, 
plead 3 thereof, we will and order, of our ſaid 
Authority, that they be publiſhed by one of the Curſors 
of our Court, at the Gates of the Church of the Prince 
ef the Apoſtles 5 at the Apgſtolick Chancery; alſo at the 
R Chancery of the great Court, at Mount Citorio; and at 
the accuſſomed Places in the Fields of Horus, in this. 
City; and that Copies thereof be ſtuck up and left at 
Ihe ſaid Places, as is uſual in the like Caſes, We will 
Pikewiſe and require, that all Perſons concerned be 
Pliged to take Notice of the ſaid Publications, by Means 
Fhereof they are held to be duly advertiſed, and are 
omprehended by the ſaid Letters, as much as if they 
ad been notified to them perſonally. And all Perſons 
re to give Credit in all Places to the Copies that ſhall 
de tranſcribed, made, or printed, of theſe ſaid Pre- 
ents, inaſmuch as to the Original itſelf, were it forth 
oming ; provided it be ſigned by the Hand of a Notary 
Fublick, and ſealed with the Seal of Come Dignitary 
f the Church. Given at Rome, at St. Mary Major, 
nder the Ring of the Fiſher, the 18th of May, 1735, 
nd the 5th of our Pontificate. 


, 
* 
Ps 
F. Cardinal OLlIVERI. 


A few Days after theſe Tranſactions, the Archbiſhop 
ſuming himſelf on his Succeſs, publiſhed a new Pa- 
ral Letter, in which he not only called in Queſtion 
e Powers and Prerogatives of the Parliament of Paris, 
t moſt immoderately triumphed in the above-men- 
ned Arret of the Council of State. This rouſed up 
© Parliament to exert themſelves, which they im- 
ediately did by an Atret, viz. | 

H The 


King, is that which, by a Prerogative of Diſtinction 


— 


— 
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- The King's Counſel. being enter'd, Monſ. Gilbert de 
Poiſin, the King's, Advocate ſpoke in the following 
Manner : | | 


Gentlemen, 
F, in a Paſtoral Letter, which, the Archbiſhop. of 

: Cambray has addreſs'd to the Faithful of his. Dioceſe, 
he had only arrogated.to himſelf the Publication of the 
Arret of Council iſſued. by the King, upon Occaſion of 
that of the Court of the 18th of February, of this cur: 
rent Year, we ſhould. look upon that Step, on his Part, 
as a Sequel of the ſame Spirit he has elſewhere ſhewel 
ſpect and Zeal for the King, is always attentive only 
upon him, to learn what, his Wiſdom and Goodneſ; 
might inſpire him with, we ſhould not have thought 
the new Writing of that Prelate, unguarded as it is 
would divert our Attention. | 
But, Gentlemen, that which forces us here to act, i; 

a Fault too ſenfible and; remarkable in this ſame Paſſo: 
ral Letter, for us at ny Time, or in any Circumſtances We 
to paſs by. The Archbiſhop. of Eambray forgets hin- 
ſelf with Regard: to the King, at the ſame Time that 
he applauds him for his Benefits and Favours. Flatteri 
with the Idea he ſeems to have formed, to act in con- 
cert with the Sovereigns between whom the Extent « 
his Dioceſe is divided; one would think he was igns 
rant of what is. due to his own Sovereign, God forbid 
that, upon this Account, we ſhould have any Doubt 
of the Sentiments of his Heart. It were to be wiſhe!, 
that he had done as much Juſtice to the Intentions d 
others, concerning what is due to Religion, as we {hall 
at all Times render with Sincerity and Joy to his Ju- 
tentions, with Regard: to the Fidelity be owes to the 
King, and the inviolable. Engagement which attach6 
him to his Crown. But he ought not to have forgil 
that, which obliges yeu this Day to refreſh his Memo 
ry. The Title of The Moſt Chriſtian King, uſed mot 
than once in his Paſtoral Letter, with Regard to ti 


and Honour, born almoſt with the Monarchy, denotes 
and charaRerizes our Kings among foreign Nations. 
But for this very Reaſon, is does not become any of tht 
King's Subjeds to make Uſe of that Denominatio!, 
with Regard to him, nor to give him any other Nam 


man that of the King abſolutely, which carries * 
2 "=P | wil 
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with it the Energy of the Acknowledgment, by which we 
declare ourſelves ſubjected to his Dominion. By this 
plain and abfolute Expreffion his Subſetts know them- 
ſelves, who, having no other King but Him, are not to 
diſtinguiſh him, neither by the Title of Moft Chriſtian 
King, nor any other, | 
It is a Fact, Gentlemen, of which we have no need of 
other Example than that of the ſolemn Arret, which 
the Court ifſued on the 27th of May 1699, upon an Oc- 
rafion too famous to have its Circumſtances recall'd. The 
Archbiſhop of Cambray, in the See he poſſeſſes, ought, 
s, to have more CircumfpeRtion and Reſerve than 
any other; and the Court has the more Reaſon to be at- 
tentive thereto, becauſe Part of that Prelate's Dioceſe is 
within the Limits of her Juriſdiction. We cannot there- 
fore diſpenſe with demanding the Suppreſſion of the Pa- 
. Noral Letter, and to enjoin him to of. the King as 
it behoves a Subjedt to ſpeak of his Sovereign Lord. 
This is the Objett of our Concluſions in Writing, which 
we leave in the Court, with a Copy of the Paſtoral Let- 
ter of the Archbiſhop of Cambray. | 
Tue Paftoral Letter of the Archbiſhop of Cambray, of 
May 19, 1735, with the Conclufions in Writing of the 
goſlicſtor Genetal, having been produced, and the Mat- 
ter contained therein having been tYebated, 
The Court has decreed and ordained, that the ſaid 
Letter be ſuppreſſed ; enjoyns all thoſe who have Copies 
thereof, to bring them for that Purpoſe to the Regiſter of 
the Court; forbids all Bookſellers, Printers, Hawkers, 
and others, to print, ſell, diſperſe, or otherwiſe diſtri- 
dute them; forbids the hid Archbiſhop of Gambray to 
add to the Name of the King, the Sirname of Moſt Chri- 
Riun in his Paſtoral Letters, Mandates and other Acts; 
en ſoins him to ſpeak of the faid Lord the King, in Terms 
becoming Subjekts to ſpeak of their Sovereign Lord: For- 
dids him, moreover, to take upon him in any Acts, the 
Quality of Peer of France, as not having been received 
in the Quality, Office, and Dignity of Peer of France: 
Ordaing that the preſent Arret be read, publiſh'd, and 


aſized wherever it ſhill be needful. 


Dore in the Parliament, the 
13th of June, 1735. 6 i 
Thus the Parliament of Paris, in the glorious Stand 
they made for the Liberties and Privileges of the Gale 
ITEM H 2 Church, 
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Church, and the ſupreme Power of their Sovereign, 
found themſelves attacked, not only by the Council of 
State of their Sovereign, and the Majority of the Biſhops 
of the Kingdom, but likewiſe by their holy and infalli- 
ble Father, the Pope. But this laſt Oppoſition was not 
of any Weight; for the Parliament, notwithſtanding his 
Holineſs's Infallibility, treated his Briefs and his Bulls 
as they deſerved, by declaring them uſurping and abu- 
ſive. | 

The Biſhop of Papoul, to whom we now return, be- 
came the Object of the Miniſtry's Reſentments : His 
Mandate had given great Offence to his Moſt Chriftian 
Majeſty, or rather to his Prime Miniſter the Cardinal ; 
an Arret of the Council of State was therefore ſoon after 
publiſh'd againſt it, the Preamble of which being very 
remarkable, we give our Readers the Subſtance of it, viz. 
© That the King was at firſt willing to doubt of the 
© Truth of a Piece ſo diſhonourable to that Biſhop, and 
© ſoafflicting to the Epiſcopal Order; but after his own- 
ing thereof, which he did. by ſending to his Majeſty 
the Reſignation of his Biſhoprick, his Majeſty could 
not hinder himſelf from remarking, that this Mandate 
is the Work of a Prelate, unfortunately ſeduced by 
artificial and defigning Men : That thoſe who thus 
ſhew him as a SpeQacle to the Publick, make him own 
that Ambition only, and the Sacrifice of his Conſcience 
and Honour, opened to him the Doors of the Sanctuary. 
That, indeed, he pretends to expiate a Conduct ſo un- 
worthy of his Character, by the Repentance he expreſ- 
ſes ; but that his publick Confeſſion is confined to the 
putting his Submiſſion to the Bull Unigenitus, among 
His greateſt Crimes. That ſuch is the Idea which the 
Biſhop gives of himſelf, who confeſſes his being guil- 
ty, oply to accuſe the Pope and the Biſhops, of having 
abandon'd the Cauſe of Truth; as if he could not err 
but while he was united to them, and was become 
infallible at the Moment he undertook to revolt 
againſt their Authority, Oc. | 


3 


: ere 


As the French Miniſters have, it ſeems, engaged very 
deep in that wiſe Project of making all Mankind, or at 
leaſt their own Subjects, of one Opinion, the Cardinal 
wrote lately to the Biſhop of Caſtret in Languedoc, giving 
bim ſome Admonitions, in Relation to certain Opinions 
hich the Biſhop.was ſaid to hold, and which have not, 
it ſeems, the Sterling Mark of Religion in France, to 

| which 
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which that Biſhop return'd an honeſt and bold Anſwer, 
in Subſtance as follows : 


© A Biſhop whoſe Conſcience cannot reproach him; 
© who likes the Place of his Reſidence, and has no Am- 
© bition to live within the Sunſhine of a Court, need 
* © ſear nothing of what your Eminence writes to him. As 
| © Cardinal, I pay you Reſpect; as a Miniſter of State, I 
© have nothing to do with you ; as Biſhop, I owe you 
| © no Duty, for I am your Senior ; as a Chriſtian, I am 
« accountable to God alone: It is before his Tribunal 1 
© hope to render myſelf acceptable, where we muſt both 
| © of us appear ſhortly ; and it behoves you, my Lord, 
| © to take Heed, left you ſhould not find there the ſame 

© Favour as in the Courts of Men. 


In July the ſame Year, the French Court put a notable 
| Aﬀront on the Parliament of Paris The Caſe was thus: 
The Parliament having, at the Inftances of the Arch- 
| diſhop, publiſh'd an Arret for publick Prayers, to de- 
| mand a Bleſſing on the Harveſt ; the very Day thoſe 
Prayers were to begin, and after the Church was full of 
People in Expectation of them, the Archbiſhop receiv'd 
| an Order from Court not to proceed in the Ceremony, 

becauſe (ſays the Order) it was not fit the Parliament 
ſhould intermeddle in any ſuch Affairs; fo that the Peo- 
ple were obliged to return Home without any Bleſſing 
upon their Harveſt, and thereby a very publick Affront 
was put upon the Parliament, which really ſeemed to 
have been deſign'd, by the not ſending this Order *till it 
was ſo very late; for ſuppoſe the Parliament had made 
a Miſtake in granting ſuch an Arret, the Court might 
eaſily have found Means to have got it recall'd, or to 
have countermanded it, without putting ſuch an Affront 
upon their Arret, in the Face of ſo large an Aﬀembly ; 
but in a Country where there is a numerous Standing 
Army, and the reſt of the People unuſed to any Sort of 
Martial Diſcipline, and unprovided with Arms, the 
Court has no Occafion to keep any Meaſures, either with 
Parliament or People; the Army is the Shield they 
truſt to, and as long as they can keep up That, they 
may, and generally do, moſt heartily deſpiſe the other 
Iwo: While they do what they are bid, the Court will 
always keep well with them; but if they, in the leaft 
Article, dare to diſobey, they are then treated as they 
are thought to deſerve, and are made to underſtand, in 
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the moſt publiok Manner, how much they are deſyi- 
Ted. n br 
The 14th of September following, the General Aſſem. 
bly of the Clergy of France, having their Prefdent, 
Cardinal #e Fleury, at their Head, went in à Body to 
wait oh the King at Verſailles ; and as ſoon as they were 
introduced with the uſual Ceremonies on fuch Octaſſons, 
the Biſhop of Vulknce made His Majeſty a very remarks. 
ble Speech in their Name, with which we here oblige 
our Readers, 3 | 


SIRE, | | 

HEY are not the Great Ones of the Earth, and 

1 the Powerful of the Age; they are the Paſtors o 

the Flock of Jeſus Chrift, his Embaſſadors and His Pon. 

tiffs, who preſent themſelves To-day before the Throne 
of your Majeſty. | ct | 

If the Veneration of the People, if the Magnificent 
and Piety of the Kings, your Predeceſſors, ha ve made it 
a Duty to adorn our Perſons, and give Lufire to out 
Sees; it is God that made us Biſhops. 

It is under that Sacred CharaQter that we have the Ho- 
nour to appear in your Preſence. We do not appear in 
it, Sire, but with the greateſt Submiſſion, Fidelity, and 
ReſpeR. | | 

Our Conſectation makes us but the more ſenſible of 
what we owe, in Quality of Subjects, to the Supreme 
Authority, eſtabliſned by God himſelf to govern us, and 
of what is due from us as Bifhops, to a great King, who 
believes he does Honour to his Crown in honouring our 
Charattet ; to a King who is the Ornament of Religion, 
of which we are the Miniſters; to a Powerful King, 
who makes Uſe of his Power to protect us. 

This is, Sire, what becomes Biſhops, to ſeek after 


and praiſe their Sovereign: And this is what the Clergy 


of your Kingdom, in ſeparating, zdmire anew in yout 


Majeſty : The World, attentive to your Deſtiny, im.: 


mediately ſaw you, like Joſias, dedicating your firſt 
Care, to the tranquile Government of your People. 
To-day it ſees you treading in the Steps of David, the 
Conquerot of Nations, jealous of your Glory, crowning 
the Valour of your Warriors, whom you have inſpir'd 


with Heroiſm, Soon it will fee you, after the Example 


of Solomon, ſtealing away from the Charms of Victory, 
preferring the ſolid Advantages of Peace to them, and 
3353 RE et 
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rendering your People happy, after having made them 
triumphant. 

As for us, Miniſters of the holy God, ſole Judge and 
Maſter, of Kings, we have placed;our Attentions on ill 
more intereliing Objects. We have had the Confolation 
to ſee you on the fir} Throne of the World, conflantly 
oppoling, the Bounds of Duty to. the Sallies of Youth ; 

oderation in your Deſires, to the Liberty of doing 

every Thing; a Reliſh of Modeſty, to Pomp and Gran- 
deur 3 Gentlzneſs and Mildneſs, to the darling Luſtre of 
a Crown; and the Rules of Chriftianitz, to all the 
Rocks and Shel ves ſurrounding Royalty. _ 
We fee you, in the Courſe of a happy and fucceſsful 
War, rendering your own Empire formidable, and not 
leſs feared that of. God; humbling your Enemies, and 
not eleyating yourſelf z- conquering Provinces, and yer 
keeping none of them for your own Aggrandizement ; 
gathering Laurels, and, regretting the Blood with which 
they are ſprinkled 3 gaining Battles and defiring Peace 
content to make yourſelf feared, that yon may not be 
any more obliged, ta conquer, but have Leiſure, in 
the reſt of your Reign, to take the Pleaſure of making 
yourſelf, beloved, even; by, your Enemies. MEE 

What we; have, ſeen, we ſhall never ceaſe to ſee. 
More faithful than, Zeas, to the Counſels of Wiſdom, 
you will always be admired like that Prince while he 
continued the Reſtorer of the Tabernacle ; the Delight 
of the People, and the Glory of Joiada. 

Aſſembled together, under the Aufpices of a Mo- 
narch ſo dear to Religion, what ought we not to have 
done to teſtify our Attachment to him? No, Sire, we. 
find nothing too much in the Efforts of our Zeal ; they 
are above our Abilitics, and yet they do not equal our 
Sentiments. We have ated almoſt Impoſſibilities, and 
we. wiſh'd to be able to do more. 

welve Millions recently granted ſeem. to have ex · 
hauſted us; but Love, animated by. Religion, diſcovers 
Reſources which human Foreſight could not perceive. 

Our - reſpeAful Tenderneſs. and Ardour, to; ſerve and. 
pleaſe you, have not blinded us in the Nature and De - 
ſtination of our Incomes. 

It is Religion, Sire, Religion the moſt enlightened, 
that has ſerved us as a Guide: It is ſhe that taught us, 
that we owe the greateſt Succouts when the Glory of 
the State, and the Church, which is the; firit Member of 
it, is—in Queſtion: And ef; pecially in a Time a yon | 

k tars 


% 
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Altars call louder than ever upon the Authority of the 
Throne to protect them, we ſhould believe it our Duty 
to defend the Throne even by the Spoils of the Altars. 
If your vanquiſhed Enemies lil] provoke you to con- 
tinue the War, make Uſe of our Gitts to enable you to 
overcome. Conquer in Order to give us Peace, and ve 
will employ the Days of our Felicity to reſtore the 
flouriſhing Condition of our Churches, | 
Pacificator of Europe, you will turn your Care to- 
wards Religion, and while the Wiſdom of your Coun- 
cils ſhall hold Diſcord in Chains, the Prieſthood and 
Empire will cultivate a ſirifter Union together. We 
ſhall then ſee that Spirit of Subordination revive in 
the Sanctuary, which God has eſtabliſhed in it, and the 
Diviſions, which now «fflit us, breathe their laſt at 
your Majeſty's Feet. The ſſupendous Succeſs of your 
Arms, which coft even Blood to the Conquerors them- 
ſelves, will, through your Means, be ſucceeded by the 
Triumphs of the Church, which are always the Safety 
and Glory of the Conquered, | 
In Expectation of theſe happy Days, which the Be- 
nediction of Heaven and the Sentiments of your Heart 
are preparing for us, permit us to offer a Demand, ſo 
long renewed, and always ſo neceſſary, to hold Coun- 
cils in our Provinces. We will ſollicit your Piety in 
Favour of the ſacred Intereſts of the Church: We will 
put under your Protection the Dignity of her Pontiffs, 
and the Exerciſe of their Divine Miniſtry. Theſe are 
the true Revenues of Biſhops. You will always be 
the Defender of them, and, Sire, you will underſtand 
even our Silence, | 


* 


It is really ſomething diverting to hear the Clergy 
of France telling their King, that a Grant of 12,000,000 
ſeems to have ex hauſted them; when, if they had paid 
the Dixieme Denier in Proportions, as the reſt of the Sub- 
jets of that Kingdom pay it, they muſt have paid much 
more than double the Sum to the Government : This 
Tax, which in France is called the Dixieme Derier, is 
much the ſame with our Land-Tax, when at 2s. in 
the Pound; the Meaning of the Word is, The Tenth 
Penny, or the Tenth of every Man's Revenue; and, as 
in the Year 1694, it was cemputed, that the Revenues 
of the Clergy of France amounted to 240,000,020, 
the Tenth Part of this, or 2s. in the Pound, would 


amount to 24,000,000 of Livres yearly ; but as all the 
Eftates 


—_—_ 
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Eſtates in France are much improv'd fince that Time, 
we may ſuppoſe the Eſtates of the Clergy are likewiſe 
improved, and their Revenues conſequently increaſed ; 
ſo that if they were to pay in Proportion with the 
other Subjects, they muſt have paid a great deal maxe 
than double this Sum, which they have the Aſſurance 
to ſay, even to the King himſelf, ſeems to have ex- 
haufted them. | 

Is it not amazing that a Set of Men, who contribute 
nothing by their Labour to the Riches of the Society, 
nor by their Courage to the Power or Defence of the 


| Society, ſhould meet with ſuch an Indulgence in any 


Society, as to be excuſed for the Payment of leſs than 
one Shilling in the Pound Land- Tax, when all the reſt 
of the SubjeAs pay at leaſt two? Nay, even the Gen- 


tlemen of the Army, who are not only venturing their 


Lives, but ſpending their Eſtates in the Seryice of 
their Country, are obliged to pay full two Shillings in 
the Pound, while thoſe lazy, thoſe luxurious, thoſe 
uſeleſs Drones, as moſt of them are, muſt be excuſed, 


{ nay muſt be thanked for paying leſs than one. 


We ſhall finiſh this Article of France with a Tranſ- 
action from Religion to Trade. At the late Sale of the 
French Eaft-India Company's Goods at Port POrient in 


| Bretagne, there was a great Concourſe of foreign Mer- 


chants, beſides large Commiſſions from foreign Parts, 
ſo that all their Goods ſold at a very good Price, except 
the Coffee, which ſold low, there having been too much 
of that Commudity imported laſt Year, by the ſeveral 
Eaft-India Companies now ſet up in Eurape The whole 
Sale, *tis ſaid, amounted to near 30,000,000 of Livres, 
which is near a Million and a half Engliſh, being a Third 
more than any former Sale of that Company amounted 
to; and perhaps more than any Sale of our own Eaſt- 
India Company ever produced. The French, it ſeems, 
_— not only trod upon our Heels, but out-run us in 
rade, 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


WI gave an ample Detail, in Number 79, of hit N 
Majeſty's indefatigable Vigilance and Care foi 


re-eſtabliſhing the general Tranquility of Europe, and 
alſo the unpolite, if not inſolent, Reception which thei 
pacifick Plan offer'd by the maritime Powers, met with 
trom the Miniſters of the Houſe of Bourbon; but as 6 
what Weight our Negociations had afterwards in bringing 
on the late Peace, we are ſtill pretty much in the Dark; iſ 
Time, indeed, may afford us ſome Light into that in- 
portant Affair, but 'till we are furniſhed with better iſ 
Materials than we have yet been able to procure, ve 
muſt defer the Enquiry how far we are obliged to the 
Wiſdom of our Miniſters, for the preſent good Under. 
ſtanding and Harmony between the Courts of Per/aille: 
and Vienna. In the mean Time, how great an AﬀeQinn 
the French have for the Briti/h Nation, and how ſeldom 
they Jet flip any Opportnties of ſhewing it, without 
the leaſt Fear or Concern for our Reſentments, will 
appear in the two following recent Examples. 

About the Beginning of April, 1735, we received an 
Account that the Briſtol Merchant, Capt. Scot, had met 
a French Ship of about 20 Guns, and 150 Men, off the 
Weſtern Iſlands, bound from Africa to Spain, who haled 
them, and order'd Capt. Scot to come on Board, but the 
Sea running high, the Captain would not venture to put 
out His Boat; and, upon his Refuſal, the Frenchman fired 
a Six Pounder at the Engliſi Ship, which pierced her 
under the Cabbin Windows, and broke one of her upper 
Deck Beams: After which he fired four or five more 
Shot at he, which did a little Damage to her Rigging, 
and then boarded her, and demanded a Sight of the Cap- 
tain's Paper's, and Bill of Health. They threatened at 
firſt to throw the Captain over board, but at laſt they 
thought fit to retire, without doing any further Damage 
to the Ship, or to any Perſon on Board. As the French- 
man had no Right to treat any Engliſh Ship in this Man- 
ner, it is to boped that Capt. Scot has got an Accout of 
his Name, that we may infiſt upon having him puniſhed 
in ſuch a Manner, as may prevent any ſuch Inſults 
upon our Merchant Ships for the future. Perhaps we 
may then receive Satisfaction for this Inſult, when our 
Merchants meet with a Reparation of the . 2 

oſſes 
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Loſſes they have ſuſtained by the Spaniſh Guarda de la 
Coftas. 


The next Affront was as followeth, and was the more 


inſolent and baughty, inaſmuch as it was given us al- 
moft at our own Door, and when we had two ſtrong 
Fleets in Commiſſion. 

In May, 1735, Capt. Steward, a Commander of one of 
our Merchantmen, having taken in a Lading in the 
Thames, and being bound for Holland, was obliged to put 
in at Dunkirk, where he was to deliver ſome Goods: 
But as ſoon as he had done ſo, one of his Sailors was de- 
bauched from him, and inliſted for the Service of France. 
The Captain, ſurprized at ſo extraordinary a Proceeding, 
went immediately to the Commandant of the Admiralty 
at Dunkirk, reclaiming his Sailor, and complaining of 


the Violence offered to the Treaties between the two 


Crowns, eſpecially the Treaty of Utrecht; ſaying, at 
the ſame Time, that he could not leave the Port with- 
out his Servant, and muit be obliged to write to the 
Court of Great Britain if the Admiralty, of Dunkirk re- 
fuſed him Juſtice. 

But a Complaint made ſo much in the neceſſary Form, 


| and with ſo much Reſpett to the Government of the 


Place, met with a very odd Reception; inſtead of the 
Juſtice required, Monſieur Commandant of the Admi- 


ralty of Dunkirk, ſent the Engli/k Captain to Priſon, and 


would not ſuffer him to be releaſed, until he had firſt 
given the Sailor a formal Diſcharge under his Hand, 
and paid him the Wages he demanded, tho* he had not 
performed the Voyage. Againſt this arbitrary Treat- 
ment and Violence uſed to the Subjects of Great Britain, 
Capt. Steward made a Proteſt as ſoon as he recovered his 
Liberty, and alſo ſcnt an Information of it to the Admi- 
ralty of London. 

One who reads the Articles of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
may, perhaps conclude. that this Story cannot be true; 
becauſe if the Port of Dunkirk had been as fully demo- 
liſhed as is required by that Treaty, and never reſtored, 
it would have been impoſſible for a Ship to get into the 
Harbour; yet this Story is vouched by a Gentleman 

ow here, who was upon the Spot at that Time, and 

ho declares, that Capt. Steward's Ship was actually 
in the Harbour, and he adually in the Priſon ; fo that if 
ever a War breaks out between France and this Nation, 
we may probably find, by the Number of Privateers 
ſent out from that Port, that eithex the Terms of the 


I 3 | Treaty 
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Treaty of Utrecht were never complied with, or that 
they have been ſince moſt ſcandalouſly broke through, 
and when French Privateers come to be daily carrying in 
Engliſh Prizes to that Port, ſurely no Man will attempt 
to prove to us, that the Port of Dunkirk was utterly de. 

moliſhed and never reſtored. 


+ Beſides the Fleet ſent to Lisbon under the Command of 
Sir Jon Norris, we had then, or very ſoon after the 
following Ships in Commiſſion, under the Command of I 
the Admirals Walton, Stewart, and Cavendiſh, | 


| Guns, Men. | Guns, Men. 
Blenheim go 7;0|Stirling Caſtle 70 24380 
Newark 8 #900] Montague 60 400 
Lantaſter Bo 500 Canterbury bo 400 
Dorſetſhire 80 6000 Plymouth Go 400 
Somerſet 0 600] Centurion 60 400 
Pe vonſlrite 80 Eoo | Exeter 60 409 
Cornwall 8 500 Nottingham 60 400 
Edinburgh 70 4380 Tilbury 60 goo 
Monmouth 70 4380 Windſor , GO 400 
Fpſw ich 70 480 Rippon to 400 
Lenox 70 480 Preſſon 50 300 
Varmouth 70 480 Portland 50 300 
Northumberland 70 480 


„ r And thirteen others, viz, 

The Torrington, Medway, Falkland, Shoreham, Kinſale, 
Blandford, Seaford, Gibraltar, Roebuck, Prince, Lyne, 
Lively, Portmahon, and Sloops. 


And as an additional Security to Great Britain, his 
Majeſty had, towards the Cloſe of the Vear, 1734; 
made a Treaty with Denmaak, conſiſting of ten Articles, 
VIZ. | 
I. That there ſhall be a perfect Amity and 4 
tween their Britannick and Daniſh Majeſties, their Suc - 
ceſſors, their Kingdoms, and their Subjects. h 
II. That all former Treaties between the two Crowns 
ſhall be deemed renew'd and confirm'd by the preſent 
Treaty. | | 
III. That the King of Denmark, when required, ſhall 
furniſh the King of Great Britain with 5000 Foot and 
1000 Horſe, which his Britannick Majeſty ſhall take into 
his Pay for the Term-of three Years, 
"2 IV. That 


/ 
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IV. That to provide for the Equipment of thoſe 


Troops, the King of Errat Britain ſhall give 80 Crowns 
ſor each Trooper, cloathed, mounted, and arm'd; and 


o Crowns for each Foot Soldier; one Half payable after 


ſigning the Treaty, and the other Half when thoſe 6000 
Men ſhall enter into the Service of his Britannick Majeſty : 
That during the Time they remain in the Dominions of 
Denmark, the King of Great Britain ſhall pay his Dani/h 
Majeſty a Subſidy of 250,000 Crowns a Year, but that 
Subſidy ſhall be reduced to 150, 00 Crowns a Year, when 


thoſe Troops paſs over to the Service of his Britannick 


Majeſty. a i 

V. That the King of Great Britain ſhall conform to 
the Treaty of 1701, in Regard to the Extraordinary of 
the Troops, and the Expence of Recruiting. 

VI. That his Britannick Majeſty ſhall be at Liberty to 
employ thoſe 6Gooo Men where he ſhall think fit, except 
in Italy, or at Sea z neither ſhall they be tranſported into 
England, except it be for the proper Defence of the 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. 

VII. That if the King of Denmark ſhall happen to be 
attack'd, his Britannick Majeſty ſhall fend him back thoſe 
6500 Men, in Caſe they happen to be at that Time in 
his Service ; furniſh him beſides with all the Succours by 
Sea and Land, which the Circumſtances may require; 
and continue thoſe Succours till the Conclufion of the 
Treaty of Peace, which his Britannick Majeſty ſhall en- 
deavour to render as advantageous as poſhble to the King 
of Denmark. And bis Dani/h Majeſty enters into the 
fame Engagements, on his Side, to the King of Creat 
Britain, with this Condition, that the Subjects of Den- 
mark ſhall preſerve, during the whole Courſe of the 
preſent War, the full Liberty of their Trade with France 


and other Places, in the fame Manner as in Times of 


Peace. 

VIIT. That the Performance of the Conditions of this 
Alliance ſhall take Place, in the Cafes where either of 
the contracting Parties ſhall have been attack'd by Force 
of Arms, without having before hand committed any 
AQ of Aggreſſion. | 
TX. That this Treaty is for the Term of three Years, 


And, 


X. That the Exchange of the Ratifications ſhall be 
within two Months after ſigning the Treaty. | 


We 


. A 
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We ſhall cloſe this Number. with the Deſcription of 
the magnificent Funeral of that hopeful and much la- 
mented young Nobleman, the late Duke of Buckingham. 


On the 12th of January 1735-6, at Night, the Prince 
of Orange, Capt. Crocock, arriv'd in the River, with the 

rpſe of the late Duke of Buckinghamſhire, who dy'd at 
Rome, and on the Wedneſday Evening following, the 
Corpſe was brought on Shore, and in a ſolemn Manner, 
carry'd to Buckingham-houſe. Whilſt the Body, over which 
a Velvet Pall was thrown, was. removed into a cover'd 
Barge, 21 Minute Guns were fired from the Ship, the 
Cabbin of which was hung in deep Mourning, as was 
likewiſe the Stern. On Tower-wharf, where the Corpſe 
was landed, there was a Hearſe, three Mourning Coaches 
and fix filled with Gentlemen, who were Relations. to 
that noble Family, and ten of his late Grace's Domeſticks 
in Mourning on Horſeback, attending ; the Corpſe be- 
ing then put. into the Hearſe, and attended by the above- 
mentioned Coaches and Servants, proceeded through the 
City, ſeveral Bells tolling as they paſſed to Buckingham- 
houſe, where they arriv'd about nine o Clock at Night. 


The following is the Account of the Ceremonial of 
His Grace's Funeral, given by the Gentlemen who had 
the Management of that Solemnity. - | 


F Feb. 3, 1735-6. 

HE moſt high, mighty, and moſt noble Prince, 
Edmund Duke of Buckinghamſhire, Oc. lay publick- 
ly in State at Buckingham-houſe, on Monday, Tueſday, 

Wedneſday, and Thurſday laſt, in Manner following. 
The Hall, hung in deep Mourning, was adorned with 
. Teveral black Sconces, Eſcutcheons, and Shields: Six 
Men with long Gowns and Staves were there waiting, 
to condutt the Company into the Veſtible, alſo in deep 
Mourning z at the upper End of which, upon a Haut- 
ps of two Steps, was a Chair of State of black Velvet, 
two Gentlemen with white Scarves attending the ſame z 
and over the Chair of State was a Plume of white Fea- 
thers in the Form of a Ducal Coronet, and above it a 
Canopy of black Velvet, with Plumes of white Oftrich 
Feathers, intermix'd with Silk Pencils, on which were 
his Grace's Creſt and Coronet. On the Right of the 
Chair ſtood a Bannerol of the Arms of Sheffiel4 and 
Darnley quarter'd, and to the Left another l 
wit 
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with thoſe of Sheffield and Darnley impal'd ; a Majeſty 
Eſcutcheon being fixed over the Chair, having his Graces 
Arms within a Shield, a Ducal Coronet and Cap, with 
ſeveral Military Trophies iſſuing from the Shield. The 
Room was adorn'd with Tapers in large Silver Candle- 
Nicks, interſpers'd with Eſcutcheons, Oc. properly diſ- 

ſed : In the Middle of the Veſlible was a large Chry- 
ſal Branch, lighted up after the ſame Manner. 

Next was a Room hung with black Velvet; here three 
Arches were erected, cover'd with black Velvet, fringed 
and embelliſh'd with ſeveral Plumes of Oftrich Feathers, 
intermixed as above, and a large Chandelier in the 
Middle of the great Arch. Within theſe Arches was 
the Bed of State, on which the Body lay, in a Coffin of 
crimſon Velvet, adorn'd with Silver Nails and Hand les; 
a Plate of Inſcription of his Grace's Titles, with Ducal 
Coronets gilt. A black Velvet Pall, adorn'd with Silk 
Eſcutcheons, lay over the Coffin; a crimfon Velvet 
Cuſhion, fring'd and taſſel'd with Gold, the Cap and 
Ducal Coroner being placed thereon, with the Helmet, 
Creſt, Surcoat, Target, Sword, Gauntlets, and Spurs. 
| Theſe were within the Hall of State, which was hung 

with black Velvet, and on it ſeveral Plumes of white 
Oſtrich Feathers, intermix'd with Silk Pencils. At the 
Head of the Bed was a Majeſty Eſcutcheon of his Graces 
Arms, Supporters, Cap, Coronet, and Creſt 3 over 
which was rais'd a Canopy, whereon was painted his 
Grace's Arms and Coronet, with ſeveral military Tro- 
phies iſſuing from the Shield, ornamented in a peculiar 
| Manner, fringed and valenced with black Velvet. Under 
the Canopy of State were fixed, the Standard, the Gui- 
don, the Banner of his Grace's full Arms, eight Ban- 
nerols, attended by as many Gentlemen in white Scarves, 
during the Time the Body lay in State. Four of his 
Grace's Officers of the Houſhold, holding white Rods, 
and in deep Mourning, with a Page, attended the Body. 
The Room was adorn'd with Eſcutcheons, Sconces, and 
large Silver Candleſticks, properly diſpoſed. 

The fourth Room was hung in deep Mourning, ador- 
ned with Silver Sconces, Eſcutcheons, Creſts, and Cy- 
phers, ſeverally interſperſed, and was for the Reception 
of the Noblemen who ſupported the Pall. 

The laſt was a large Room hung as before, with ſeve- 
ral Eſcutcheons, Silver Sconces, and Creils, and was for 
the Reception of the Chief Mourner, the Supporters, 
and Afiftant Mourners. 


The 
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The back Stairs (being hung in deep Mourning, with 
black Sconces) led into the Court-yard, which was illu- 
minated with white Flambeaux, carry'd by Men in 
Mourning, to recondu the Company who enter'd at the 
great Gate, | 

Friday being the zoth of January, the Interment was 

ſuſpended *ti!l Saturday, and was ſolemnized about two 
in the Afternoon, in the following Manner. 
Six Men on Foot, in black Gowns, Caps, and with 
Jong Staves, headed with Ducal Coronets, his Grace 
Creſt and Badge being fix'd on their Arms. A Porter to 
the Office of Arms, his black Staff tipp'd with Silver, 
and furl'd with white Sarſenet. Six Men in black 
Gowns, white Scarves, with Staves, having his Grace's 
Creſt fix'd as before. | 

A Kettle-drum cover'd with Mourning, with his 
Grace's Arms painted on Silk. Three Trumpets abreaſt 
in his Majeſty's Livery, with Trumpet Banners of his 
Grace's Arms, Silk Hatbands, Scarves, Favours, and 
Gloves, Sixteen Gentlemen, two and two, on Horſe 
back in Mourning, with Cloaks, Hatbands, Favours, and 
Gloves, Rouge Dragon and Rouge Croix Purſuivants at 
Arms, in their proper Habits, with white Scarves and 
black Cloaks. The Standard on a Lance, carry'd by Mr, 
Withrington, ſupported by Mr. Peters and Mr. Trawton, 
all with white Scarves, Silk Hatbands and Gloves. Eigh- 
teen Gentlemen on Horſeback, : 

Three Trumpets, as before. Portcullis and Blue Mantk 
Purſuivants at Arms, properly habited, and as above, 
A Guidon on a Lance, carry'd by Mr. Thomas Fiddeſton, 
ſupported by Mr. Ragdall and Mr. Legg, in the ame 
Manner as the Standard. Mr. Rogers, his Grace's Se- 
cretary, in a Mourning Cloak, alone. Two of his Grace's 
Chaplains, viz. the Rev. Mr. Trebeck, and the Rev. Mr. 
Carden, Mr. Foxen, Mr. Conolly, Mr. Welſted, and Mr. 
Adams, Chamberlain, Steward, Treafurer, and Comp- 
troller of the Deceas'd, with white Staves of their Office, 
in deep Mourning, abreaſt. a 

A Kettle: drum. Three Trumpets abreaſt. Arundil 
Herald. The Banner of his Grace's Arms on a Lance, 
carry'd by Mr. Jones, ſupported by Mr. Neale and Mr. 
Boucher. The chief Mourning Horſe, cover'd with Vel- 
vet, embelliſh'd with his Grace's Arms, Cre(}, Coronet, 
and Supporters, with Plumades of white Feathers before 
and behind, led by two Grooms, attended by four Pages. 


The Spurs by York Herald, The Gauntlets by 1 
| Cram 
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Herald. The Helmet and Creſt by Windſor Herald. The 
Target by Richmond Herald. The Sword by Chefter He- 
zald, The Surcoat by Norroy King of Arms. Each of 
the Heralds being attended by two Pages in deep Mourn- 
ing, with Velvet Caps, white Gloves and Favours. 

he Body, lying as on the Bed of State, (with the 
Effigies of his Grace in his Coronation Robes, having 
a Gold Staff in its Right Hand, and under his Head a 
crimſon Velvet Cuſhion, fring'd and taſſel'd with Gold, 
the Feet reſting on a gilded Boar, one of his Grace's Sup- 
porters) was carry'd in an open Chariot; Mr. Willemin 
and Mr. Velſted, two Officers of his Grace's Bed-chamber, 


| bear-headed, and in cloſe Mourning, fitting at the Head 


and Feet. The four Columns of the Chariot ſupporte@ 
a black Velvet Canopy, which was adorned with Silver 
Lace, Fringe, and Taſſels, and the Top embelliſnh'd with 
ſeveral Plumes of white Feathers and Banners intermix'd. 
On the Inſide of the Canopy was painted an Angel de- 
ſcending, and holding a Palm ranch in the Right 
Hand, and a Laurel in the Left, with Clouds, Cheru- 
bims, and ſeveral Trophies and Ornaments proper for 
the Occaſion. The Chariot (the lower Part of which 
was covered with black Velvet, adorn'd with Shields, 
Eſcutcheons and Creſts) was drawn by fix grey Horſes, 
capariſon'd with Velvet, ornamented with Eſcutcheons, 
Creſts, and Plumades, (intermix'd with Pencils) before 
and behind, and drove by her Grace's Coachman in deep 
Mourning. On each Side of the Chariot were four Gen- 
tlemen in Mourning, with white Scarves, Silk Hatbands, 
Favours and Gloves, each mounted on a white Horſe, 
and carrying a Bannerol of the Arms of the Deſcent and 
Lineage of the Deceaſed, and attended by eighteen Pages 
on Foot, with black Velvet Caps and n Mr. 
Fiddes, ber Grace's Upholſterer, and Mr. Purdy, the 
Undertaker, (the two principal Managers of the Fune- 
ral) riding bareheaded before the Chariot. 

Garter King at Arms, with the Staff of his Office, 
Director of the Ceremonial. Her Grace's Coach in deep 
Mourning, attended by fix Pages on Foot. 

His Grace the Duke of Richmond, chief Mourner, in 
deep Mourning, with the Collar of the Order of the 
Garter, and the Star of the Order upon his Cloak, in a 
Coach; Sir William Saunderſon, his Grace's Train: beareg 
ſitting oppoſite to him. The Earls of Middleſex ard 
Portmere (the latter with EI of the Order of the 


Thiſtle, 
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Thiſile, and the Star of the Order on his Cloak) as Sup- 
porters to the chief Mourner in the next Coach. 

In five other Coaches the Duke of St. Alban's (having 
the Collar of the Order of the Bath, and the Star of the 
Order on his Cloak) with the Dukes of Leeds, Marlbs. 
rough, and Portland; the Earls of Winchelſea, Cardigan, 
Oxford, and Arran; Lords Gower and Bathurſt. 

wo Mourning Coaches for the Reception of the Sup. 

orters of the Pall, viz, the Lord Charles Noel Somerſet, 

Tore Sidney Beancler;, Lord Cornbury, and Lord Foley, 
all in rich white Sattin Scarves, Oc. 

In twelve other Mourning Coaches followed the Right 
Hon. William Pulteney, the Hon. Mr. Bathurſt, the Hon, 
and Rev. Mr. Trevor, the Hon. Mr. Henry  Bathurfl, 
Mr. Hutcheſon, Mr. Watkyn Williams Wynne, Mr. Shippen, 
Mr. F. Anneſly, Col. V. Cecil, Mr. Morrice, the Rev, 
Dr. Walker, the Rev. Dr. Smith, Mr. P. Garden, Dr. 
Burton, Dr. Steward, Capt. John Morrice, Mr. Robert 
Garden, with ſeveral other Gentlemen of Diſtin&ion too 
tedious to mention, 

A Horſe of Honour richly capariſon'd with Silver, 
with Plumades behind and before, led by a Groom, al- 
Fited by two Grooms on Foot, 

A great Number of the Coaches and fix of the Nobi- 
lity, Oc. according to their ſeveral Precedencies and 
Degrees. 

At each Coach Door was a Servant in deep Mourning. 

The whole Proceſſion went up Conſtitution-Hill, down 
Piccadiily, St. James's. ſtreet, Pall. Mall, Whitehall, and fo 
to Weſtminſter. Abbey. 

Being arriv'd at the Weſt Door of it, the Conductors, 
with the Kettle-drums, Trumpets, and Horſemen, filed 
off to the Right and Left; thoſe Perſons only who bore 
the Standard, the Guidon, and Banners above-mentioned, 
and their Supporters, as alſo the Heralds, with his 
Grace's Secretary, two Chaplains, and his four white 
Staff Officers, and thoſe who carry'd the Bannerols, en- 
tered the Church. The Chariot being drawn to the 
Door of it, the Body (with the Effigies upon it) was 
taken out of the Chariot and put upon a Bier, carry 
into the Church, and followed by the chief Mourner, 
his Supporters and Aſſiſtants: The Pall-bearers and 
others attending the Funeral, alighted out of their 
Cuiches, the Organ playing during that Time. 

Having all enter'4 the Church, the Pall bearers having 


taken the four Silver Taſſels at the Corner of the my 
| | * 
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the Prebendaries in rich Copes, and the Choir in Sur- 
plices, placed themſelves after the great Banner, and 
before the Heralds who carry'd the Trophies, and ſung 
the Sentence in the Office for Burial, I am the Reſurrection 
and the Life, with the two ſucceeding Sentences, and 
continued finging till the Body was placed in K. Henry 
VIIth's Chapel. 

Garter King of Arms; the chief Mourner with his 
two Supporters, Sir William Saunderſon bearing his 
Train; the ten Aſſiſtants; the Nobility according te 
their ſeveral Precedencies. 

They proceeded in this Manner (the Abby being 
lighted with a great Number of Wax Torches) thro' the 
South Iſle of the Church *'till they came near to the 
Choir, and then crofling into the North Iſle, went up to 
Henry the VIIth's Chapel, where the Body, with the 
Effigies, was reſted on a Stand prepared for it in the 
Middle of the Arrea. During the whole Solemnity in 
the Church, and likewife in this Chapel, the Bannerols 
were held over the Body. The Effigies being taken off, 
the Body was put into the Vault belonging to the noble 
and ancient Family of the Sheffields in Henry VIIth's 
Chapel, the Choir finging Man that is Born of a Woman, 
and the three ſucceeding Sentences; and continued ſing- 
ing them till the Body was depoſited in the Vault. 
Then the Lord Biſhop of Rockefter, Dean of Weſtminſter, 
in his Cope, read, Foraſmuch as is hath pleaſed Almighty 
God, &c. Afterwards the Choir ſung I heard a Voice from 
Heaven, &c. The Service being ended, Garter King of 
Arms proclamed the Stile of the Deceaſed ; and then his 
Grace's Officers breaking their Staves, delivered the Pieces 
to Garter, who threw them in upon the Coffin. 

During the Proceſſion, the High Conſtable in Mourn- 
ing, in a white Silk Scarf, with a Favour, Hatband, and 
Gloves, holding the Staff of his Office, with fifty Petty 
Conſtables, having Hatbands, Favours, and Gloves, at- 
tended with ſeveral Beadles at the Weſt Gate of the Ab- 
bey, to prevent any Diſturbance from the Populace z 
who, on the contrary, and to the Surprize of every one, 
behav'd with the utmoſt Decency ; by wich Means the 
Proceſſion went into the Church (as it had before paſs'd 
through the ſeveral Streets) with the greateſt Eaſe and 
Regularity, | 
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NUMBER LXXXII. 


Lee 


HE Petition of the Six Scorch Lords, con- 
| cerning illegal Methods and Practices in 
carrying on the Election of Sixteen Peers 
to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland in the 
preſent Parliament of Great Britain, has 
2 made ſo much Noiſe in the Kingdom, if 
not all over Europe, and is a Caſe of ſo intereſting a Na- 
ture, that we ſhall give it, along with the Debates there- 
upon in the Houſe of Lords, the firſt Place in this Num- 
ber of our Kegiſter 3 as well in Regard to the Impor- 
tance of ſo extraordinary an Event, and the Precedent it 
ſets, as to comply with the earneſt Deſire of many of 
our Readers, for whoſe Entertainment we have conti- 
nued and finiſhed the whole Proceeding, without the 

leaſt Intermixture of any other Matter, 
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Continuation of the Debates and Proceedings in the firſt 
Seſſion of the preſent Parliament. 


N Thurſday the 13th of February 17345, the fol- 
() lowing Petition was prefented to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Houſe of Peers, by his Grace the Duke of 
5224, ix. 


the Election of Peers for that Part of Great Britain called 


The Hiſtorical Regiſter No 8, 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
In Parliament aſſembled : 


The humble Petition of James Duke of Hami]. 
ton and Brandon, Charles Duke of Queenf. 
bury and Dover, James Duke of Montroſe, 
Thomas Ear! of Dundonald, Alexander 
Earl of Marchmont, and John | Earl ef 
Stair, | 


Sheweth, 
HAT at the laſt Election for Sixteen Peers, to 
ſerve in this Parliament for that Part of Great 

Britain called Scotland, a Majority of Votes was obtained 
for the Duke of Buccleugh, the Duke of Athole, the 
Marqueſs of Lothian, the Earl of Crawford, the Earl of 
Sutherland, the Earl of Moreton, the Earl of Loudon, the 
Earl of Finlater, the Earl of Selkirk, the Ear] of Bal. 
carras, the Earl of Dunmore, the Earl of Orkney, the 
Earl of Portmore, the Earl of Hopeton, the Earl of La, 
the Lord Cat hcart, and they were accordingly returned, 
Your Petitioners, however, conceive it their Duty to 
repreſent to your Lordſhips, that ſeveral undue Methods 
and illegal Practices were uſed towards carrying on this 
Election, and towards engaging Peers to vote for a Lift 
of Peers to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland, ſuch as are 
inconſiſtent with the Freedom of Parliaments, diſhonou- 
rable to the Peerage, contrary to the Defign and Intention 
of thoſe Laws that dired the Election of the 16 Peers for 
that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, and ſuch as 
may prove ſubverſive of our happy Conſtitution ; Inſtan- 
ces and Proofs whereof we are able to lay before your 
Lordſhips, in ſuch Manner as your Lordſhips ſhall direct. 

Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray, that your 
Lordſhips will be pleaſed to take this important Affair 
into your moſt ſerious Conſideration, to allow theſe In- 
ſtances and Proofs to be laid before you, and to do therein 
as in your great Wiſdoms ſhall ſeem moſt proper, to 
maintain the Dignity of the Peerage, the Freedom of 


Scotland, and to preſerve the Conſtitution and Indepen- 
gency of Parliaments. ab, 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. S. ſ. 


Hamilton and Brandon, Dundonald, 
Queensbury and Dover, Marchmont, 
Montroſe, Stair. 


Aſtor 


— — 
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After this Petition was read, his Grace ſtood up, and 
moved for a Day to take it into Conſideration; he would 
not poſitively fix upon any Day, but he would propoſe 
that Day Month, and that their Lordſhips might order 
thoſe Perſons, by whom the Petitioners thought they 
could prove their Allegations, to attend againſt that Day : 
In this Motion he was ſeconded by his Grace the Duke of 
M gh. | 

As there was not any regular Debate this Day formed 
upon any one Queſtion in this Affair, I ſhall therefore 
give a ſhort Abſtract of what was ſaid by ſeveral noble 
Lords upon this Subject. 

In Support of the Queſtion, it was argued by the two 
noble Dukes who made and ſeconded the Motion, in 
Subſtance as follows, viz, 


My Lords, | | | 
Take it to be a conſtant and a certain Maxim of this 
Houſe, never to reje& the Petition of any Subject, or 
of any Number of Subjects, unleſs upon the very Face of 
the Petition there appears to be ſomething very frivolous 
or impertinent; and upon all the Petitions I have obſer- 
ved preſented to this Houſe, there has always been a Day 
aſſigned, either for an Anſwer, or for the Petitioner to 
prove his Allegations, according to the Nature of the 
Petition. If it be a Petition againſt any particular Per- 
ſon or Perſons, ſuch as Petitions of Appeal, there is then 
a Day appointed for the Defendants or Reſpondents to 
anſwer ; and a Summons is directed of Courſe to be ſer- 
ved upon them for that End : If the Petition be to ſet 
forth any particular Grievances or Inconveniencies the 
Petitioner labours under, and from which he deſires the 
Aid of this Houſe to be relieved 3 ſuch as Petitions for 
private Bills, the Petitioner has in ſuch Caſes a Day to 
prove the Allegations of his Petition, and for that End 
he has of Courſe the Aid of this Houſe for ſummoning 
thoſe Perſons to attend, by whom he thinks he can prove 
what he has in his Petition ſet forth : If it be a Petition 
complaining of publick Grievances, in order to obtain a 
publick Law for the Redreſs of thoſe Grievatices, the 
Petitioner or Petitioners have then a Day aſſigned, for 
proving their Allegations, and they have of Courſe the 
Summons or Order of this Houſe, commanding thoſe 
Perſons to attend, by whom they think they may prove 
the FaQs, or the Grievances complain'd of, 
\ 
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Of this laſt Sort I take the Petition to be, which I 
have now had the Honour to preſent to your Lordſhips ; 
and never was there, I believe, a Petition preſented to 
this Houſe, of greater Conſequence as to the Subject 
Matter complained of, or as to the Quality of the Peti- 
tioners. The Complaint, my Lords, is of the higheſt 
Nature imaginable : It is a Complaint that nearly con- 
cerns both the Honour and the Dignity, nay, I may 
ſay, the very Being of this Houſe ; becauſe, if there 
be good Ground for the Complaint, the Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom cannot ſubſiſt, the Liberties of our Coun- 
try cannot long endure, if the Grievances complain'd of 
be not fully and ſpeedily redreſſed. Then as to the Peti- 
tioners, let us conſider, my Lords, who they are : They 
are Men of as high Rank as any Subjeas in the King. 
dom : They are Noblemen of equal Quality with our- 
ſelyes in eyery Reſpect, except as to Seats in this Houſe ; 
and that they have perhaps been deprived of by the 
evil Practices of which they complain: But this they 
do not infiſt on; they do not come here to complain of 
any particular Injury done to themſelves; it is their 
Regard for the publick Weal, their Regard for the Ho- 
nour of this Houſe, that has prevailed on them to be- 
come Petitioners to your Lordſhips. 

I ſhall not pretend, my Lords, to ſay that the Fact: 
complain'd of are true: That your Lordſhips are to de- 
termine after a full and ſtria Enquiry 3 but I am ſure 
there is nothing frivolous or impertinent appears upon 
the Face of the Petition; and if we may 1 2 from the 
Characters as well as Quality of the Petitioners ; if we 
may judge from common Fame and publick Report; 
nay, if we may judge from ſome Occurrences not a great 
many Years ago, there is Reaſon to believe their Com- 
plaint is but too well grounded, All the Petitioners we 
know; ſome of them have had the Honour to ſit in this 
Houſe ; and while they fat here, their Behaviour was 
ſuch, that I am perſuaded none of your Lordſhips will 
think that they would allow themſelves to be impoſed 
on by ridiculous Reports, or flight Surmiſes. I cannot 
therefore in the leaſt ſuſpe&, that the Petition I have 
had rhe Honour to preſent will be rejeded; and for this 
Reaſon, I think the only proper Motion I can make is, 
to appoint a Day, Oc. | 


Lord 
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Lord O- — u. | 

My Lords, 8 

HOUGH it has has always been the Practice of 
this Houſe to receive Petitions from any SubjeR, 
which did not in themſelves appear frivolous or imper- 
tinent, yet the Petition now preſented to us is, in my 
Opinion, of ſuch an extraordinary Nature, that it deſerves 
the moſt mature Deliberation : It is a Petition, by which 
ſeveral Lords, who are Members of this Houſe, are 
charged with illegal Practices; and as ſuch a Charge 
muſt throw a very great Scandal upon them, I therefore 
think your Lordſhips ought well to confider, before you 
reſolve to give it ſo much Countenance, as to appoint a 
Day for taking it into Conſideration, 


Upon this the L—-d Ch —r *roſe up, and ac- 
quainted the Houſe, That the Petition did not charge any 
Lord in that Houſe with undue or illegal Practices; 
it contained only a general Charge, that ſome ſuch Prac- 
tices had been made Uſe of at the laſt Election of Sixteen 
Peers for Scotland, but did not ſay by whom. 


The Earl of Ch——ey, 

My Lords, | 

HOUGH the Petition now before us does not 
charge any Lord in particular with any undue 
Practices; yet it muſt be granted, that in its Conſequen- 
ces it will affect a good many Lords of this Houſe ; for 
it expreſly charges, that no leſs than Sixteen Lords of 
this Houſe were choſen by ſuch Practices, and have 
thereby got Seats in this Houſe ; fo that by the Confe- 
quences of this Petition, every one of thoſe Sixteen may 
come to loſe the Seats they have now the Honour to have 
in this Houſe : For this Reaſon therefore, my Lords, as 
well as on Account of its being a Petition of a very new 
and a very extraordinary Nature, I think your Lordſhips 
ought to take ſome Time to conſider of it, before you 
order any Perſon to attend on Account of the Matter 
contained in the Petition. 


The Duke of N 


le, 


My Lords, 
HE Petition now preſented to vs is ſo new in its 
Kind, that I really do not know whether we ought 

to receive it; nay, I do not know if we have a Power 
to 


— 
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to receive it. There was, indeed, ſince the Union, one 
Petition preſented to this Houſe, complaining of an un- 
due EleRion and Return of one of the Sixteen Peers for 2 
Scotland, and this Houſe did accordingly proceed up 
the Petition, and did determine the Right of Election: 
But in the Petition now before us, there is no direg 
Complaint either againſt the Election, or the Return d 
all or any one of the Sixteen Peers laſt choſen for Scet. 
tand, and therefore I cannot at preſent pretend to giye 
my Opinion how we can proceed upon it. As I have 
not the Journal now before me, which contains the Pro- 
ceedings of this Houſe upon the laſt Petition from Scot. 
tand, I cannot tell what Method was then obſerved, 
but if I had, I doubt much if it could be of any Uſe, 
becauſe of this Petition's being very widely different 
from the former: Therefore, my Lords, I muſt think 
that the moſt prudent Method for us to take, is to ap- 
Point a ſhort Day, as ſhort as you will, to conſider of 
what is proper to be done, before you appoint a Day, 
either for entering into the Merits of the Petition, or for 
examining any Witneſſes in Relation to the Facts therein 
complain'd of. For this Reaſon I ſhall move your Lort- 
| ſhips to reſolve, to take this Petition into your Conſide- 
ration on this Day Se'nnight. | 


To this it was anſwer'd by the Earl of 1 J, 
and after him the Lord B 


HAT as to the Petition's being in its Nature 

ſomething new and extraordinary, it was not at all 
to be wonder'd at, becauſe the Facts to be complained of 
were ſuch as could be committed only fince the Union of 
the two Kingdoms. Whether any ſuch Practices had 
been uſed fince that Time, and before the preſent, they 
would not take upon them to determine; but if ever 
any ſuch had been uſed, no Man had before had publick 
Spirit enough to complain of them, and therefore they 
were the more obliged to the noble Peers who had now 
given themſelves that Trouble : That to thera it ſeemed 
very extraordinary to queſtion, whether that Houſe had a 
Power to examine into any Grievances that could be 
complained of by any Subject? But it appeared ſtill 
more extraordinary to make ſuch a Queſtion, when the 
Complaint was made by ſome of their own Number, and 
in Relation to an Affair, in which the Honour and Dig- 


nity of that Houſe was chicfly and primarily ERAS : 
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That for this Reaſon it was not to be doubted, but that 
they had not only a Power, but that it was their Duty 
to enquire into the Matters complained of, and to ſift 
Ic them to the Bottom; and they hoped no Regards nor 
Pretences would prevent their doing ſo. However, they 
would in general agree with the noble Duke as to the 
firſt, appointing a ſhort Day; for they did not doubt, 
but that the more the Aﬀair was confider'd, the more 


GM Lord in that Houſe would think himſelf bound, | 
" Wboth in Honour and Duty, to enquire into it: But they 
4 thought the Reſolution ought to be put in Words diffe- | 
F rent from what the noble Duke had been pleaſed to pro- 
poſe 3 and therefore they thought the Motion ought to 


be, That they would upon that Day Sev'nnight take 
into Conſideration, the Methods how to proceed upon 
the Petition then preſented to them, 


The Ld C r. 

S to the Power or Duty of this Houſe, in Relation 
to the Petition now before us, I cannot really, upon 
ſo ſhort a Deliberation, freely declare my Opinion ; and 
as there are ſome other Lords, who ſeem to be in great 
Doubt about this Queſtion, I muſt think the Motion 
made by the noble Duke near me, the moſt proper, be- 
cauſe of its being the moſt general; and as it does not 
determine the Queſtion one Way or other, I cannot but 
think it quite unneceſſary to make any Diſpute about it , 

therefore I hope your Lordſ{hips will agree to it. 


Upon this, the Queſtion propoſed by the Duke of 
Ne was agreed to without dividing z and it was 
accordingly reſolved, That that Houſe would, upon that 

Day Sev*nnight, take the Petition into Conſideration : 
 {WAfter which it was order'd, that the Lords ſhould be 
ſummon'd to attend upon that Day. Accordingly, on 
Thurſday the 2oth, the Order of the Day being read, 

his Grace the Duke of B g, and after him the 
Duke of A—— ſtood up, and took Notice, That the 
Petition they were then to take into their Conſideration, 

was conceived in ſuch general and indefinite Terms, that 
they could not, from the Words of the Petition, deter- 
mine, whether or no the Petitioners deſigned to contro- 
vert, or to object againſt the laſt Election of the Sixteen 
Peers, to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland in that Houſe ; 

and as their Right to their Seats in that Houſe, depen- 

ded upon the Regularity of that Election, they 1 

2 their 
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their Lordſhips would take Care to have that Poin 
clear'd up, before they proceeded any farther on thy 
Petition, or at leaſt before they proceeded to the Exanj. 
nation of any Witneſſes. g 

This brought on a Motion, That the Conſideratiq 
© of the Petition ſhould be adjourned to a ſhort Day, ant 
© that the Petitioners ſhould be ordered to declare again 
© that Day, whether they intended to controvert the li 
Election of all the Sixteen Peers, to repreſent the Pee 


< age of Scotland in that Houſe, or the Election of any, 
© and which of them. | 


In Support of the Motion it was argued thus : 
My Lords, | | 

HE Petition now before us is, in my Opinion 
conceived in ſuch vague and general Terms, tht 

it is im poſſible to determine, whether the late Election, 
with Reſpect to all or any of the Sixteen Peers laſt u. 
turned, is to be attacked or not; and it is as impollb|: 
to determine, whether any and what Perſons are to be 
accuſed, by the Complaint exhibited to us in this pe 
tition 3 ſo that I cannot determine, and I believe n 
Lord in this Houſe can, whether we are to proceed u 
this Affair in our legiſlative or in our judicial Capacity, 
If any undue or illegal Practices were made Uſe of, in 
1 the Elec ion or the Return of all or any of th: 
ixteen Lords from Scotland, now in this Houſe, ſurely 
that Election or Return muſt be void, and the Peers d 
Scotland muſt proceed to a new Election. In this Caſe, 
your Lordſhips are certainly to proceed in your judicil 
Capacity z and as the Right of private Perſons is to bt 
brought into Queſtion, as the Right of no leſs than Sir 
teen Lords to their Seats in this Houſe, is to be ex 
mined into and determined, the Affair now before us i 
then to be conſider'd as a Cauſe, and I hope your Lord 
ſhips will proceed in it with the ſame Juſtice and In- 
Partiality, and with the ſame Regularity which you 
obſerve in all other Cauſes. The Sixteen noble Lords 
now in this Houſe, muſt then be conſider'd as the De- 
fendants or Reſpondents; and I hope your Lordſhip 
will never proceed in any Cauſe to examine Witneſſes 
for the Petitioner only; if we are to examine any Wit 
neſſes againſt the noble Lords now in this Houſe, I hope 
you will give them proper Notice, and examine likewiſe 
ſuch Witneſſes as they may think proper for their Juſli 


fication, 
Though 
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Tho' I cannot, my Lords, from the Words of the Pe- 
tition determine, whether any particular Perſons are to 
be accuſed, yet, from the Nature of the Caſe, I muſt 
think, that it will neceſfarily end in an Accuſation 
againſt particular Perſons; for if there have been illegal 
Practices, there muſt have been illegal Practiſers, and 
thoſe Practiſers muſt have been guilty of a very high 
Miſdemeanor. In this Caſe likewiſe your Lordſhips are 
to proceed in your Judicial Capacity; and in that Way, 
J hope, you will never proceed to examine Witneſles 
againſt any Man, without having firſt called the Party 
accuſed before you, without having given him Notice of 
the Crimes laid to his Charge, or without giving him an 
Opportunity both to croſs- examine the Witneſſes that are 
brought againſt him, and to bring what Witneſſes he may 
think proper for his Vindication; ſo that I do not ſee 
how you can proceed in the Affair now before you, till 
the Petitioners declare, whether or no they intend to 
challenge or impeach the Election of all or any, and 
whom, of the ſixteen Peers laſt choſen, and have parti- 
cularly named the Perſons who were guilty of the undue 
and illegal Practices of which they complain. 

If any Suitor in any of the Courts below. ſhould pe- 
tition this Houſe, and complain in general of undue Me- 
thods and illegal PraQtices made Uſe of in any Court 
below, without naming any Perſon who had been guilty 
of thoſe undue Methods or illegal Practices, I believe 
your Lordſhips would not ſa much as receive or give 
any Countenance to ſuch a Petition; but in the preſent 
Caſe, your Lordſhips have received the Petition, and, in 
my Opinion, you are in the Right, not only to receive 
it, but to take all proper Methods to get at the Bottom 
of the Complaint, both becauſe of the Dignity of the 
Petitioners, and becauſe the Matters complained of may 
affect the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe ; yet fill, 
my Lords, I hope you will proceed in it in fuch a Man- 
ner, as not to do Injuſlice to any private Man, and fo as 
not to load the Innocent with even the Imputation of a 
heavy Crime. | | 

In all Cafes of Evidence, the Witneſſes muſt be exa- 
mined as to particular Facts, and likewiſe as to particu- 
lar Perſons ; and thoſe Perſons, as well as FaQs, the 
Judges muſt be fully inform'd of, before any Witneſſes 
are brought before them to be examined. I believe, my 
Lords, it was never yet known that any Court of Judi- 
cature proceeded te ——_— Witneſſes, without 1 
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firſt the particular Facts laid before them which were 
to be proved by the Witneſſes, and likewiſe the Perſons 
Names againſt whom the Witneſſes were to prove thoſe 
Facts. This is a Rule which muſt be obſerved in all 
Courts of Judicature, otherwiſe they can never know' 
what they are about; and therefore, if your Lordſhips 
are to proceed upon this Aﬀair in your Judicial Capacity, 
which I think you muſt, you cannot regularly proceed 
to examine any Witneſſes, *till you know the particular 
Facts thoſe Witneſſes are brought to prove, and the 
Names of the particular Perſons againſt whom thoſe 
Facts are to be proved, without which I cannot compre- 
Hend what Uſe you are to make of the Proofs that are to 
be laid before you, or for what End you are to puta 
great many Gentlemen, and for what I know, Noblemen 
alſo, to the Expence and Trouble of coming a great many 
Miles to be examined as Witneſſes at the Bar of this 
Houſe. 

I am, my Lords, as much as any Lord in this Houſe, 
for making a moſt ſtrict Enquiry into the Matters com- 
plain'd of by the Petition now before us ; and, for this 
Reaſon, I am for our taking ſuch previous Steps as may 
enable us to proceed with Certainty, Eaſe, and Satis- 
faction to ourſelves, without doing an Injury to any in- 
nocent Man; for if we proceed to examine Witneſſes be- 
fore we have fix'd upon the particular Matters as to 
which thoſe Witneſſes are to be examined, I foreſee that 
we muſt involve ourſelves in Difficulties, which we 
ſhall find altogether inextricable; and as the Right of 
the ſixteen noble Lords who now lit in this Houſe as the 
Repreſentatives of the Peerage of Scotland, is the chief 
Thing to be confider'd, I think the Petitioners ought firſt 
to declare, whether or no they intend, by their Petition, 
to challenge or impeach that Right. 


To this it was anſwer'd, in Subſtance as follows, vix. 
My Lords, 

ME Petition now before us is general, and it ought 

to be ſo: It is not a Petition relating to any 
private Right ; it is not a Petition complaining of any 
private Injury; it is only in the Nature of a general 
Complaint againft ſome illegal PraQtices, ſuppoſed to 
ha ve been made Uſe of at the laſt Election of the Sixteen 
Peers for Scotland, which the Petitioners think of the 
wtmoſt Conſequence to the Honour and Dignity of this 
Houſe, and to the Freedom and Independency of Par- 
| „ liament; 
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liament; theſe Practices the Petitioners have got ſome 
imperfett Accounts of, and by the Accounts they have 
got of them, they ſeem to be of ſuch a heinous Nature, 
T and attended with ſuch dangerous Conſequences, that 
they, as Peers of Great Britain, as Subjects of a legal 
and (as yet) free Government, thought themſelves obli- 
ged to inform this Houſe of what they had heard, and 
of the Witneſſes by whom they think thoſe deep and dark 
Practices may be made appear; well knowing, that if 
there were really any ſuch Practices, the Power and Au- 
thority of this Houſe, if exerciſed as it ought to be, and 
I hope as it will be upon this Occaſion, may make up 
the Deficiencies of the Informations they have had: As 
the Practices they complain of, are of the moſt heinous 
Nature, they muſt certainly have been carry'd on in the 
moſt hidden Manner; and therefore it cannot be ſuppo- 
Ted that the Petitioners, or that any Man in a private 
Capacity can have ſuch a full Information of them, as 
to charge the Facts, or accuſe the Perſons particularly; 
but upon the Examination at the Bar of your Lordſhips 
Houſe, of ſuch Witneſſes as they ſhall deſire to be exa- 
mined, the iniquitous Myſteries may probably come to 
be revealed, both the Facts and the Perſons may be par- 
ticularly brought to Light, and then I doubt not but 
your Lordſhips will take ſuch Methods as the Law di- 
res, in Order to puniſh the Guilty, to vindicate the 
Honour and the Dignity of this Houſe, and to preſerve 
the Freedom and Independency of Parliament. This is 
what the Petitioners ſye for, this is what the Nation 
expeQs, and I think the Petitioners have taken the moſt 
proper Way, the only Way they could take, to lay this 
important Affair before your Lordſhi ps. 

I am ſurpriſed, my Lords, to hear it ſaid, that the 
Affair now before us can, in any Light, be looked on as 
a Cauſe, or that it ought to be treated as ſuch. Do the 
Petitioners come here to complain of any Violation of 
their own particular Rights? Do they complain of any 
Injury offered to them, or either of them in particular ? 
No, my Lords, their Complaint proceeds from a more 
generous Motive; their Complaint is againſt a general 
Grievance, and therefore, if the Aﬀair now before us is 
to be looked on as a Cauſe, it muſt be looked on as the 
Cauſe of our Country and Conſtitution : If any Inju- 
ry has been done, it is to the. Conſtitution that Injury 
has been done, and it is to the Conſtitution that Redreſs 
mult be granted ; but whether that Redreſs is to be 
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granted by puniſhing thoſe that ſhall be found to be 
guilty, or by making a new Law to prevent ſuch Pra- 
ctices in Time to come, or by both, is what cannot now 
be determined. 

I ſhall readily agree, my Lords, that if there were 
any illegal Practices, there muſt have been illegal Pra- 
Qiſers z but 'till you come to examine Witneſſes, you 
can diſcover neither, and even after you have examined 
all the Witneſſes you can, after having made as ſtrict an 
Enquiry as poſhble, the PraQtices may have been carry'd 
on in ſuch a hidden and ſuch a ſubtil Manner, that even 
your Lordſhips may not be able to fix them upon any 
particular Perſon, tho' at the ſame Time it may appear 
evident, that ſome illegal Practices have been made Uſe 
of: In ſuch a Caſe, what are your Lordſhips to do? 
Surely you are not to leave the Honour of this Houſe, 
and the very Being of our Conſtitution, expoſed to the 
Tame illegal Practices at the next Election: You are not 
to neglett to repair a Breach made in your Houſe, be- 
cauſe you cannot diſcover the Thieves that made it. 
Vou are certainly, in ſuch a Caſe, to contrive and paſs 
ſome proper Law, for preventing ſuch Practices for the 
future. But on the other Hand, if the PraQtiſers as well 
as the Practices, ſhould luckily be diſcovered by the En- 
quiry your Lordſhips are to make, you will then certain- 
Iy order a Proſecution to be earry'd on againſt the Per- 
ſons found or ſuſpetted to be guilty 3 thoſe Perſons will 
then become Defendants, not to this Petition, but to the 
Proſecution that ſhall then be ordered againſt them; and 
upon that Proſecution they muſt of Courſe have an Op- 
portunity to bring Witneſſes in their own Juſtification, 
and to croſs-examine ſuch Witneſſes as ſhall then be 
brought againſt them. | 

As to the Right of the ſixteen noble Lords, who have 
now the Honour to have Seats in this Houſe, I hope it 
will not be impeached by any Proof that can be brought 
-upon this Occaſion, and therefore I wonder that any of 
them ſhould ſhew the leaft Jealouſy or Apprehenſion on 
anv fuch Event; but ſuppoſe, my Lords, that in exa- 
mining the Witneſſes that are to be brought before you, 
tome Things ſhould appear that might tend towards in- 
validating the laſt Election, and conſequently their pre- 
dent Right to their Seats in this Houſe, ſurely your 
Lordſhips will not, upon ſuch an Examination, imme- 
.Siarely proceed to declare the late EleQion void. You 
muſt then of Courſe apppint a Day to examine into the 
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erits of the late Election, and then, and not till then, 
e noble Lords who are now in this Houſe by V irtue 
that Election, will become Defendants, not to this 
etition, but to the Enquiry that ſhall then be order'd 
to the Merits of their Election; and upon that Occa- 
on your Lordſhips will certainly proceed with your 
ſua] Juſtice, and conſequently will give them all the 
ime and Opportunity they can deſire, for defending 
eir Right, either by employing Counſel to plead for 
em, by bringing ſuch Witneſſes as they may think 
roper for ſupporting their Election, or by croſs-exa- 
ining all or any of the Witneſſes that ſhall be brought 
inſt them; for the Witneſſes who are examined upon 
his Petition, muſ} be all re-examined, when your 
ordſhips come to enquire into the Merits of the late 
EleQtion, if it ſhall become neceſſary, which I hope it 
Fill not, for this Houſe to make any ſuch Enquiry. 
I cannot pretend, my Lords, to any great Knowledge 
Mm the Law, and much leſs to a thorough Knowledge of 
the Forms of Weſtminſter-Hall ; but I muſt ſay, and I 
Wn ſorry to ſay, that I think your Lordſhips are, upon 
His important Occaſion, falling too much into the Forms 
the Courts below: It is well known, that a great Part 
their Time is taken up in debating and arguing about 
me Forms and Methods of Proceeding, by which the 
rincipal Affair in Diſpute is often delay'd, and not 
Eidom entirely dropp'd; and the Debate we are now 
, I muft conſider as a Debate of the ſame Nature: 
This is not your Lordſhips uſual Way of Proceeding 3 
Id when an Affair is brought before you, which di- 
kctly and immediately concerns the Honour and Dig- 
Pty of this Houſe, I am ſurpriſed to hear any Debate 
out the Methods how we ſhall proceed to enquire into 
and J am till more ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that 
e muſt never examine any Witneſſes, unleſs we firit 
d, the particular Fats to which they are to be exa- 
pined : This would be, indeed, tying us down to Forms 
the ſtricteſt Manner, nay, in a more ſtrict Manner, 
my Opinion, than any Court of Common Law; for, 
think, I have heard of a Form dr Method of Proceed- 
e in thoſe Courts, which they call pleading the gene- 
| Iſſue, and giving the Special Matter in Evidence; in 
hich Caſe, if I am rightly informed, none of the parti- 
ular Facts, to which the Witneſſes are to be examined, 
e laid before the Court; nor does the Court know any 
bing of the Queſtions that are to be put to them, till 
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they come to be examined, and then only the Court iy 
Judge, whether the Queſtion that is put, has any Re 
tion to the General Iſſue then before the Court: But 
the Aﬀair now before us is no Trial, as this Houſe 
never ſuppoſed to be confined to the Rules or the Fo 
of inferior Courts, and as I am very little convert 
with ſuch Forms, I ſhall ſay no more on this Subj, 
But, my Lords, though I am very little acquain 
with the Forms or the Manner of Proceeding in 
Courts below, yet I hope I know ſomething of the k 
thods of Proceeding, as well as the Power and Authori 
of this Houſe, and therefore I am not a little ſurpri 
at the Motion now made to us; for I cannot comprehe 
the End for which it is defigned, or the Purpoſe it ; 
ſerve : That the Petitioners ſhould declare, whether 
no they intend to challenge or impeach the Electio 
all or any, and which of the Sixteen Peers laſt choſe 
For God's Sake, my Lords, what will this Declarati 
when made, ſignify ? Is this Houſe to be confined, 
any Way reſtrained by any Declaration the Petition 
can make? Suppoſe they ſhould declare, that they dot 
intend to chalenge or impeach the Election of all ora 
of the Sixteen Peers laſt choſen, are we, when we ct 
to examine Witneſſes upon this Petition, to be told, 
muſt not ask ſuch a Queſtion, or ſuch a Queſtion, | 
cauſe by the Anſwer to that Queſtion, the Election 
the Sixteen laſt choſen, or of ſome of them, may 
brought into Diſpute, or impeached ? Surely it is! 
intended that we ſhould be in this Manner confined! 
any Declaration the Petitioners can make; and if wel 
examine Witneſſes upon this Petition, with a full 
berty to ask all ſuch Queſtions as may tend towards d 
covering any illegal Practices that may have been mi 
Uſe of, ſuppoſe upon that Examination, ſuch Fi 
ſuch Practices ſhould appear, as muſt evidently tend! 
wards rendering the late Election void, is this Houſt 
be circumſcribed by any Declaration the Petitioners 6 
make, ſo as that it ſhall not be in our Power to proc 
in a regular Way to declare that Election void? I hyp 
my Lords, no ſuch Thing will be pretended ; and the 
fore, as ſuch a Declaration, when obtained, can figil 
nothing, I hope an Affair of ſo much Conſequence to“ 
Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, and to the Free 
and Independency of Parliament, will not be delwil 
upon that Account, | 
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To this it was ſaid, by Way of Reply. 


HAT they would readily grant, that that Houſe 
| was not to be circumſcribed, or any Way interrupt- 
or confined by any Declaration the Petitioners could 
ake ; but as ſuch a Declaration could do no Harm, or 
y Way retard the Enquiry their Lordſhips were to 
jake, and as it would be a Satisfaction to the Sixteen 
ble Lords then in that Houſe from Scotland, and had 
en expreſly deſired by ſome of them, they hoped the 
ouſe would agree to the Motion, eſpecially as it could 
pt occaſion any great Delay, becauſe the P=titioners 
uld in a very ſhort Time, or perhaps immediately, 
ake ſuch a Declaration as was deſired ; and therefore 
ey would move, That the further Conſideration of the 
etition ſhould be adjourned but *till next Day, and that 
je Petitioners ſhouſd againſt that Time declare, -whe- 
er or no they intended by their Petition, to contro- 
rt the Election of all or any, and which of the Six- 
en Peers laſt choſen, to repreſent the Peerage of Scot - 
d in that Houſe, | 


Any further Reply in this Aﬀair was prevented by the 
Puke of B d's ſtanding up and acquainting the 
douſe, That fince the Beginning of that Debate, he had 
en with the Petitioners, and that they had empower'd 
im to make the Declaration propoſed, and that, for his 
reater Security, he had taken ir down from the Petitio- 
rs in Writing, which, if their Lordſhips pleaſed, he 
ould read to them; ſo that there was no Occaſion to 
djourn the Conſideration of the Afﬀair one Moment on 
bat Account, 
This occaſioned a new Debate, in which the Lord 
—— ff, the Earl of C —{d, and the Earl of 
M, inſiſted, That the Declaration, as propoſed 
y the noble Duke, was ſufficient, and that the Order 
dropoſed might be enter'd in their Journals; aſter 
phich it might be enter'd, That in Purſuance of the 
aid Order, the Duke of B d ſtood up, and by 
irtue of a Power from the Petitioners, and in their 
ames made the following Declaration; and then enter 
de Declaration propoſed to be made by the noble Duke; 
his, they ſaid, they thought the Houſe could not well 
refuſe, becauſe the Refuſal would really look ſomething 
like doubting the Honour of the noble Duke, for 3 
hey 


| Propoſed ſigned by them likewiſe z and as it would « 
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they were perſuaded, every Lord there had the greateh | 
Eſteem ;, it would look like doubting, whether he hi 
a ſufficient Authority to make ſuch a Declaration, aſte 
he had declared he had Authority for ſo doing. Thi 
was oppofed by the Lord H ck, and the Duke 
N le, who profeſſed the greateſt Eſteem for th 
noble Duke, but they did not think it would be reguly 
to receive a Declaration in that Manner, in an Affair q 
ſo very great Importance: And at laſt the Lord Cha. 
cellor having declared, That he did not in the leaſt dou 
the Honour of the noble Duke, nor his having a fuß. 
cient Authority for what he propoſed, yet, as the Af, 
fair had been brought before them by a Petition fignel 
by the Six noble Peers, he thought the moſt proper ani 
the moſt regular Way would be, to have the Declaratin 


caſion a Delay but of one Day only, he hoped the Houk 
would agree to it. Upon this, the Queſtion was put fir 
adjourning the Conſideration of the Petition till net 
Day, which, upon a Diviſion, was carry'd in the Afr: 
mative, without Proxies, by go to 51. 

The Queſtion was next put upon the Motion above 
mentioned, which was agreed to without a Diviſion. 

After this, it was propoſed to adjourn, but the El 
of An ſtood up, and ſaid, That as their Lordſhip 
had already gone a little into the Forms of Weſtminſter 
Hall, he hoped they would go a little farther : They 
Had made an Order, and, he believed, they intended the 
Petitioners ſhould comply with that Order, therefore ht 
thought they ought to take ſome Method to give tht 
Petitioners Notice of the Order they had made. 

Upon this the Earl of Ch y ſaid, That he 
thought there was no Neceſſity for any ſuch Notice, be. 
cauſe the Orders of that Houſe, like Acts of Parliament, 
ſtood in no need of any Notification or Publication; 
they publiſhed themſelves, and the Parties concerne! 
were obliged to take Notice of them. But the Lorl 
B t ſhewed, That no ſuch Thing was to be pre 
ſumed, as appeared by their conſtant Practice in all Cau- 
ſes 3 and as fome Lords ſeemed to be fond of looking 
upon the Affair then before them as a Cauſe, therefore 
he would move, That the Lord Chancellor ſhould be 


_ direfted to write Letters to the Petitioners, giving them 


Notice of the Order their Lordſhips had made. 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, That he ſhould be ready t 
follow their Lordſhips Directions, but defired to — 
- 
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if he ſhould write one Letter to the Petitioners jointly, 
or a particular Letter to each of them ſeparately ; and 
ſome Lords having propoſed one Letter to the Petitio- 
ners jointly, the Earl of A-——7 ſtood up and faid, That 
ne did not before then know that the Petitioners were a. 
Corporation, which their Lordſhips ſeemed inclined to 
make them, by propoſing to ſend a Letter to them joint- 
ly; whereupon it was agreed, that a ſeparate Letter 
ſhould. be ſent to each; and Directions were given to 
the Lord Chancellor accordingly. 

The Motion for the Declaration above mention'd was 
made by the Lord H- ck, and ſupported by the 
Earl of En -y and the Lord H y 3 and it was 
oppoſed by the Duke of B d, the Earl of S4, 
and the Earl of A——7n. 
Next Day, the Order of the Houſe being read, for ta- 
king this Petition into Conſideration, the Lord Chancellor 
acquainted the Houſe, that two of the noble Lords, the 
Petitioners, had been with him, and had brought him a 
Declaration in Writing, ſigned by every one of them, in 
Obedience to their Lordſhips Order the Day before, 


which Declaration was read to the Houſe, and was as 
follows, viz. 


IN Conſequence of your Lordſhip's Order of Yeſterday, 

ſignify'd to us by the Right Honourable the Lord 
High Chancellor, We your Lordſhips Petitioners do de- 
clare, that by our Petition we did not, nor do intend to 
controvert the Election or Return of the Sixteen Peers 
for Scotland, mention'd in our ſaid Petition, or of any of 
them: But we intended, as we thought it our Duty, to 
lay before your Lordſhips, the Evidence of ſuch Facts 
and undue Methods, mentioned in general in our ſaid 
Petition, as appeared to us to be dangerous to the Con- 
ſtitution, and may in future Elections equally affect the 
Right of the preſent Sixteen Peers, as that of the other 
Peers of Scotland, if a proper Remedy be not found out; 
as we had before impower'd his Grace the Duke of Bed- 
ford to inform your Lordſhips. 


Hamilton and Brandon, Dundonald, * 
Queensberry and Dover, Marchmont, 
Montroſe, Stair. 


After the Reading of this Declaration, a Motion was 
made, To adjourn the further Conſiderat ion of the Pe- 


tition 
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- tition *ti]] that Day ſev'nnight, and that the Petitio- 
ners might be ordered to lay before the Houſe, againfi 
© that Day, in Writing, Inſtances of thoſe undue Me. 
© thods and illegal Practices upon which they intended 


© to proceed, and the Names of the Perſons they ſuſped. 
© ed to have been guilty of ſuch undue Methods and 


© illegal Practices. 


The Argument in Favour of this Motion was in Sub- 
ſtance thus : | 


My Lords, | 4 
HEN I firſt heard this Petition read, I was of 
Opinion with other Lords, that it was conceiv'd 
in ſuch genera) and indefinite Terms, that it was im- 
poſſible for this Houſe to proceed upon it, without in- 
volving ourſelves in Diffculties which we ſhould find 
inſuperable; but now I have heard this Declaration 
read, I am further at a Loſs than ever, to know what it 
meant or intended by the Petition, * When I firſt heard 
it read, I did, indeed, imagine that the noble Lords, the 
Petitioners, did intend to impeach the laſt Election of 
the Sixteen Peers, choſen to repreſent the Peerage of 
Scotland in this Houſe ; and as the Right of thoſe Lords 
was to. be impeached, I thought it was reaſonable that 
the Deſign and Intention of the Petitioners ſhould be 
expreſſed in clear and diſtin Terms, therefore I was for 
their making ſuch a Declaration as was then order'd: 
But by their Declaration now read to us, I find they 
have no ſuch Deſign or Intention; ſo that I really can- 
not now comprehend, or ſo much as gueſs at what they 
would have us to e the Petition they have pre · 
ſented, unleſs their gn be to impeach or accuſe ſome 
particular Perſons, of Crimes which I take to be of a 
very high Nature ; and if that be their Intention, ſure- 
Iy the Perſons Names they deſign to impeach ought to 
be particularly expreſſed, and thoſe Perſons ought to be 
informed of the particular Crimes which are laid to 
their Charge. ; 

An Accuſation is not, tis true, a Condemnation, but, 
my Lords, it muſt be granted, that a Man's Character 
ſuffers even by an Accuſation 5 and though he may 
be aſterwards, upon a full and impartial Trial, acquitted, 
yet it ſeldom happens that the Scandal thrown upon his 
Name by the Accuſation, is entirely wiped off by his 


being acquitted; and in the mean Time, during the 
ö 2 whole 
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whole Time that intervenes between his Accuſation and 
his Trial, he labours under an Imputation, which your 
Lordſhips muſt allow to be a very great Misfortune. It 
is certain, my Lords, that every Man ought to have a 
very great Regard to his Honour, and his Character in 
the World; it is what the meaneſt Creature in Life 
ought to be extreamly jealous of, and much more thoſe, 
who, by their Birth or their Fortune, are placed in a 
ſuperior Station; and therefore I hope your Lordſhips 
will always be cautious of going in raſhly to any Mea- 
ſure, by which the CharaQters of private Men may be 
very much injured. In the preſent Caſe, I think it is 
evident, that the Characters of ſome private Men muſt 
be attack'd by any Proof that can be laid before you, in 
Relation to this Affair: The Characters of ſome Men 
muſt ſuffer, and thoſe not of mean Rank in the World; 
they muſt be Perſons in eminent Stations: Therefore I 
hope your Lordſhips will not, upon general Suggeſtions, 
and without any determinate Aim or Deſign, proceed to 
examine Witneſſes in a Caſe, where the Characters of 
particular Men, the CharaQters of Men eminent in their 
Stations, will certainly be greatly injured. 

It is a Maxim, my Lords, eſtabliſh'd by the Reaſon 
of Things, as well as by the Practice, I believe, of all 
the Judicatures in the World, never to examine any 
Witneſs, when by ſuch Examination a private Man's 
Charatter may be blaſted, without giving that Man an 
Opportunity, at the ſame Time, to vindicate his Cha- 
rafter againſt any Aſperſion that miy be thrown upon 
it by that Examination: In ſuch a Caſe it is not ſuffi 
cient to ſay, that the Man whoſe Charafter has been 
blaſted, ſhall afterwards have an Opportunity to vindi- 
cate it, by being brought to a fair and impartiab Trial; 
for, in the mean Time, he muſt labour under an Impu- 
tation; and it is a Misfortune for a Man to be expoſed. 
to any ſcandalous Imputation for a Day, nay, for a Mo- 
ment: There may, perhaps, be a real, an honeſt Inten- 
tion, to afford him a ſpeedy Opportunity for his Juſtifi- 
Cation 3 but that Intention may be Diſappointed, he 
may die in the mean Time, and then his Memory will 
de loaded with that Imputation for ever; ſome of the 
Witneſſes by whom he might have cleared up his Cha- 
rader, may die in the mean Time, or may depart out of 
the Kingdom, many other Accidents may happen, which 
way put it entirely out of his Power to vindicate him- 
ſy, though he be altogether innocent of what has been 
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laid to his Charge; and therefore it is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to give a Man an Opportunity of vindicating him- 
ſelf at the ſame Time and in the ſame Manner he is 
accuſed, | | | | 
Another Maxim, my Lords, as reafonable, and as uni- 
formly obſerved, is, that no Witneſſes are ever to be ex- 
amined againſt any Man, without giving him an Oppor- 
tunity to be preſent, to croſs-examine the Witneſſes, and 
to take Care that no lead ing Queſtions may be put to 
them; for when Witneſſes are examined, ex parte, they 
may vent their Spleen, or ſatiate their Revenge againſt 
private Men, by ſwearing falſly againſt them, with 
much more Eafe than when examined in Preſence of the 
Party accuſe, and croſs-queſtion'd upon every Fact and 
every Circumſtance they relate; a Fatt may appear cri- 
minal by their general and confuſed Way of relating it, 
which would have appeared quite otherwiſe, if the Party 
Had been preſent, in Order to put the proper Queſtions 
for making them explain themſelves z and by artful 
leading Queſtions, they may be induced to affirm Things 
as conſiſting with their Knowledge, which they would 
never have affirmed, or perhaps mentioned, if the Party 
accuſed hid been preſent, to prevent any ſuch leading 
Queſtions being put to them; and in this laſt Caſe, the 
Danger of the Inconvenience is the greater, that when 
Man is once induced to affirm any Thing for Truth upon 
Oath, even tho' it be, perhaps, but by Way of Informs 
tion or Preparation for a Trial; yet when the Trial comes 
on, and that Man is again examined, as a Witneſs again 
the Priſoner or Party accuſed, he thinks himſelf in Honour 
obliged to ſtand by and confirm what he has before been 
induced to declare upon Oath; and againſt that Time, 
will, very probably, be ſo well prepared, that it will 
be impoſſible to diſcover his Perjury by any croſs Que 
ſtion.-: Thus, my Lords, it muſt appear to be extremely 
dangerous to examine Witneſſes in any Caſe, where 4 
Man's Character may be brought in Queſtion, without 
Having him preſent at ſuch Examination; but to exi- 
mine Witneſſes, without knowing what, or againſt whom 
vou are to examine them, eſpecially in a Caſe where the 
Characters of Men of the higheſt Stations may very pe 
bably be attack'd, is, in my Opinion, a Method of Pro- 
ceeding, not only dangerous, but altogether unprece 

dented, 
I fhall not pretend, my Lords, to be a great Maſſer of 


Precedents, but I do not remember to have heard tht 
| there 
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here was ever ſuch a general Accuſation brought into 
this Houſe as the preſent : Even in Impeachments, in 
Acts of Attainder, and all the Parliamentary Proceedings 
I have ever heard of, ſome particular Facts are always 
charged, and thoſe Facts are likewiſe charged againft 
particular Perſons. I do not know that there was ever 
any Complaint made to this Houſe of illegal Practices in 
general, without mentioning ſo much as one particular 
Fact, or one particular Perſon ; but that we muſt find 
out the particular Facts, as well as the particular Per- 
ſons guilty of thoſe Facts, and that we muſt for that 
Purpoſe enter into a long Examination of Witneſſes, and 
put People to the Trouble and the Expence of coming, 
perhaps, from the remoteſt Parts of his Majeſty's Domi- 
nions, to be examined about we know not what, and 
againſt we know not whom : This ought not, I think, 
to be done. I ſhall always be ready to agree to hear the 
Complaints of any Subject, when made in any proper 
Way, and much more the Complaint of the Petitioners, 
for all of whom I have ſo great an Eſteem: But let 
them point out to us ſome Way or another, of what, and 
againſt whom they complain: Let us but know what 
they complain of, and the Perſons they ſuppoſe to have 
been guilty of thoſe Facts, and I ſhall be moſt ready and 
willing to enter into any Method for giving them Re- 
Areſs. 8 

There might, my Lords, be ſome Excuſe for the Ge- 
nerality and Indefiniteneſs of the Complaint now before 
us, if it could be ſaid that it was not poſſible for the 
Petitioners to be more particular; but from the very 
Petition they have preſented, the contrary appears; for 
tho* they complain of illegal Practices in general, yet 
they afterwards ſay, they are ready to lay Inſtances of 
theſe Practices before us: It was therefore in their Power 
to have mentioned thoſe Inſtances in the Body of their 
Petition; and ſurely they may ftill, whenever they 
Pleaſe, give us an Account of them, and of the Perſons 
that were guilty ; for if they know the particular Facts, 
they muſt know the particular Perſons ; and therefore 
they not only can, but may eafily comply with the 
Motion now made to us: It is what they may do, and 
It certainly is what they ought to do, and what is abſo- 
Tutely neceſſary for this Houſe to have done, before we 
can proceed to examine into the Complaint now before 
us: Upon this Occaſion, and, indeed, upon every Occa- 
tion, we ought to remember the Motto of the great Hall 
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of Juſtice below, Audi alterem Partem. Let us hear the 
Defendants 3 let us hear thoſe againſt whom the Com 
plaint is made ; but how can we hear them, unleſs w 
know who they are? | 

In all Cauſes, in all Trials, and in all Courts, the En. 
mination of Witneſſes is always the laſt Thing that i; Mi 
done. The Party complaining is heard in Support of 
the Charge, and then the Court hears what the Defen. 
dant has to ſay againſt it, or in his own Juſtification, be. 
fore they ever proceed to examine the Witneſſes of either 
Side: And in all the Courts I have ever heard of, except 
a Court which is called an Eccleſiaſtical Court, but is one 
of the moſt unchriftian Courts that ever was ſet up in 
Wl the World, I mean the Court of Inquiſition, the Wit. 
4 neſſes are always examined in the Preſence of both Par. 
1 ties; but if we ſhould proceed to examine Witneſſes 
1 upon this Petition as it now ftands, and without any 
more particular Information, we ſhould be Qill worſe 
than the Inquiſition 3 for it would be entering upon, and 
carrying on a Trial, before we ſo much as knew, or had 
ö ever heard of the Perſons that were to be try'd. As 1 
11 am convinced there is no Lord in this Houſe that deſires 
| ever to ſee a Court of Inquiſition ſet up in this Kingdom, 
iÞ and much leſs that this Houſe ſhould ever in any of its 
[118 Proceedings imitate that tyrannical Court, therefore 1 
1 | make no Doubt of your Lordſhips agreeing to the Mo - 

1 tion now before us. | 


[ To this Argument for the Motion it was anſwer'd in | 
1 Bubſtance as follows, viz. | 


| 525 My Lords, | 
il Muſt own, I am very much ſurpriſed at the Motion 
now made to your Lordſhips, and I think I have much 
more Reaſon to be at a Loſs to know the true Deſign of 
| this Motion, than the noble Duke who made it can 
| have, for his being at a Loſs to know the true Detign of 
the Petition, The true Deſign of the Petition, my 
Lords, is in itſelf clearly expreſſed, and the Deſire of 
the Petition is what this Houſe not only may, but ought 
to comply with : But by this Motion the Petitioners ate 
| defired to do what evidently appears to be impoſſible for 
it them to comply with; and I hope the noble Duke does 
[| : no Way intend what may be inferred from ſuch a De- 
i mand. The Petitioners may probably have heard of 
ſome of thoſe undue and illegal Methods, that were 
a 5 \ praQſed 
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eaQiſcd at the laſt Election of Peers in Scotland; but it 
impoſſible they ſhould know them all, or all that may 
e made appear by an Examination of the proper Wit- 
eſſes at the Bar of this Houſe ; and as to the principal 
derſons concerned in thoſe Practices, againſt whom your 
ordſhips Enquiry is, without Doubt, to be chiefly di- 
Qed, it is abſolutely impoſſible the Petitioners ſhould 
now any Thing about them, at leaſt not fo much as to 
ive them a ſufficient Ground to name them to this 
louſe. 

To mention in any Reſolution of this Houſe, or to 
lk of the Petitioners proceeding upon any Inſtances, or 
gainſt any Perſons, is what is moſt irregular and moſt 
mproper : It is, my Lords, to ſuppoſe that the Petitio- 
ers are Proſecutors ; whereas it appears plainly by their 
ectition, that their only Intention was to give your 
ordſhips Notice, that ſome dangerous Practices have 
tely been made Uſe of, and to contribute as much as 
hey could, to put you in a Way of getting a full Infor- 
ation in Relation to thoſe Practices. When you have 
ot this Information, it is not the Petitioners that are to 


See. 


erfons who ſhall appear to have been guilty of ſuch 
raftices. The Petitioners only propoſe to lay ſome 
ads before your Lordſhips, which they take to be of 
angerous Conſequence to the Honour of this Houſe, 
d to the Freedom of Parliament, and which, they 
hink, ought to be prevented in Time to come. Their 
etition is therefore in the Nature of a Petition againſt a 
neral Grievance, which they defire your Lordſhips to 
quire into, and to provide ſuch Remedy as you ſhall 
ink neceſſary. In ſuch a Caſe, is it proper to talk of 
heir proceeding upon any Facts, or againſt any Perſons ? 
it to be ſuppoſed that either they or this Houſe can 
jet know whether any Perſons are to be, or ought to be 

roceeded againſt ? 
Upon Examination of the Witneſſes, whom the Peti- 
joners are to point out to you, it may appear evident, 
hat ſome PraQtices have been made Uſe of, which ought 
d be prevented by ſome new Law or Regulation ; and 
et, my Lords, that Proof may be ſuch as not to lay a 
uficient Foundation for proſecuting any particular Per- 
dn: It cannot therefore be in their Power to name the 
Ferſons 3 but ſuppoſe it were, are we to put off an Af- 
air which concerns the Honour of this Houfe, as much 
it does the Petitioners, becauſe they have not famed, 
and 


roceed, it is this Houſe that is to proceed againſt the 
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and perhaps will not name the Perſons guilty. , Supp 
my Lords, we ſhould get Information, that ſeveral Ry 
rels of Gun-powder had been placed under. this Houg 
in Order to blow us up; would it net be very odd in u 
to put off going to ſearch for or remove the Gun-powle, 
till we ſhould be informed by what Means, at why 
Time, and by whom the Powder was placed there ? Th 
Caſe before us is the very ſame; there is a Sort of ng 
taphorical Gun- powder placed under this Houſe, which 
will in Time blow us up, if it be not removed; and i 
Tuch a Caſe, are we to trifle away our Time in Enquiriz 
after the Names of the Perſons who placed it there, al 
the Methods by which it was conveyed ? | 

I ſhall readily grant, my Lords, that a Man's Ch 
rater ſuffers a little, even by an Accuſation; but is nt 
this the very Reaſon why the Laws of this Kingdom d 
not allow any Man to be accuſed, but upon the Oath 
ſome Perſon or another? And is not this the ſtrongel 
Reaſon that can be given, is it not a moſt convincin 
Reaſon for our not complying with the Motion mat: 
to us? Nay, does it not ſhew, that the Petitioners woull 
have atted contrary to the Spirit, and to the whole Tt 
nour of the Laws of this Kingdom, if they had nam 
any Ferſon ? And ſhall we, by any Reſolution of thi 
Houſe, overturn that which has been the eſtabliſe! 
Maxim of our Law for ſo many Ages? It is true, tis 
moſt innocent Man muſt lie under an Imputation, fron 
the Time of his being accuſed, to the Time of his bein; 
try'd; and if any Perſon's Name ſhall be mentionel 
upon the Examination of Witneſſes, as having been guil 
ty of ſome of the illegal Practices complained of, he vil 
certainly lie under an. Imputation, from that Time 
the Time of his being brought to his Trial; but doe 
not the ſame Inconvenience-accrue from what is now & 
manded ? If the Petitioners ſhould name any Perſons 
guiity, it will bring as great an Imputation upon him, 
as if he had been named by a Witneſs upon Oath at your 
Bar; and that Imputation he muſt lie under till he c 
be cleared by a fair and impartial Trial: The Imputali® 
will be the ſame ; and I am ſure it will be much 
longer before a Man can be brought to his Trial, aft 
being named by the Petitioners, than aſter being named 
by Witneſſes examined upon a regular Enquiry. Let it 
guilty Perſons, then, be who they will, let them de 
Men in a high or low Station in Life, it will be as . 
convenient for them to have their Names declared b) the 
Petitioner 
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Petitioners, as to have their Names mentioned by Wit. 
neſſes u pon any Enquiry your Lordſhips are to make; 
and it is certainly much more conſonant to our Laws, 
not to have any Man's Name mentioned, *till it is men- 
tioned by a Witneſs upon Oath, when examined upon a 
regular Enquiry into the Facts complain'd of. 

That it is a Maxim eſtabliſhed, either by the Reaſon 
of Things, or by the Practice of any Court of Judica- 
ture in the World, never to examine Witneſſes without 
giving the Man, who is or may be accuſed by ſuch Exa- 
mination, an Opportunity, at the ſame Time, to vindi- 
cate his Character, or to croſs-examine the Witnelles, is 
what I cannot agree tu: On the contrary, my Lords, I 
take it to be a Maxim eſtabliſhed, both by the Reaſon of 
Things, and by the Practice of every Court of Judica- 
ture in the World, that it is proper to enquire into Facts 
by the Examination of Witneſſes, in Order to find out 
the Perſons that ought to be accuſed, or to learn how to 
proceed againſt thoſe that are; and at ſuch Examinations, 
the Parties who are or may be accuſed, are never allow'd 
to be preſent, nor have they ever the leaſt Notice given 
them that Witneſſes are to be examined, as to Fatts by 
which their Characters may be blaſted. That this is 
the Practice in this Kingdom, from the higheſt Court of 
Judicature to the loweſt, is beyond Contradiction. Does 
not this Houſe, as well -as the other, ſometimes upon 
meer Suggeſtions, nay upon common Fame, enquire 
into Crimes of the higheſt Nature, and in which it mav 
be ſuppoſed, that Perſons in the moſt elevated Stations 
have been concerned? Have not Commitees often been 
named for ſuch Purpoſes? And do not thefe Committees 
always examine Witneſſes, without giving an Opportu- 
nity to the Perſons, who are or may be accuſed, to vin- 
dicate their Characters at the ſame Time, or to croſs- 
examine thoſe Witneſſes, by whom not only their Cha- 
raters may be blaſted, but their Lives and Fortunes 
brought into Danger ? And with Reſpe& to inferior 
Courts, is it not the conſtant and well known Practice 
to examine Witneſſes before Grand ſuries, in Order to 
the finding of Bills of Indictment, without allowing 
the Party accuſed to be preſent, or giving him any 
Natice that Witneſſes are to be examined againſt him p: 
Nay, even Juſtices of Peace, do not they always ex4- 
mine Witneſſes upon Oath before they grant anv War- 
rant? And is the Party againſt whom the Warrant is to 
be granted ever preſent at ſuch Examination, or has he 
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any Notice that Witneſſes are to be examined apainf 
him? It is therefore certain, that in this Nation it his 
been, and {till is, the general and conſtant Practice to 
enquire into Crimes of all Kinds by the Examination 
of Witneſſes, without giving any Notice to the Party 
that is or may be accuſed, or giving him any Opporty. 
nity at that Time, either to vindicate his Character ot 
to croſs- examine the Witneſſes z and that this PraQice 
is not attended with any Inconvenience, I need not en. 
deavour to prove by Arguments; for the long Canti. 
nuance of it is a better Argument than any other that 
cin be brought. 

How this Petition, my Lords, can be conſidered a 
an Accuſation, I cannot imagine, and if it were, I can 
as little imagine how it can be locked on as the moſt 
general Accufation that was ever brought into this 
Huuſe., I fhall not call it an Accuſation, I muſt call 
it a Repreſentation of a Grievance, which, I think, 
cught to be remedied; and that Grievance is very par- 
ticularly ſet forth, both as to the Nature of it, and as 
to the Time of its happening 3 nay, the Petitioners go 
further, they ſay they are ready to lay particular In- 
flances before us, in that Way which I take to be the 
only proper Way of laying Facts before any Court of 
ludicature, that is, by the Depolitions of Witneſſes. 
1 «m ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that in Impeachments, in 
Ads of Attainder, and in all Parliamentary Proceed- 
ings, particular Fatts are always charged, and thoſe 
Fuels charged againſt particular Perſons: Your Lord- 
ſhips mult all know, that Impeachments and Ads of 
Attainder are generally grounded upon an Enquiry, 
made by this or the other Houſe of Parliament : *Tis 
tue, when the Affair comes the Length of an actual 
Impeachment, or a Bill of Attainder, particular FaQs 
are then charged and thoſe Facts are charged upon 
p rticular Perſons; but moſt of thoſe Enquiries which 
nave Leen the firſt Steps towards an Impeachment, or 
Bill of Attainder, have proceeded upon general Sur- 
miſes, ſome of them upon common Fame only, and 
ſome of them upon a Motion unſupported by any 
Charge, either general or particular. 

In the other Houſe, my Lords, it is very well known, 
that upon the molt general Suggeſtions of any Crime or 
Miſde meanour, a Committee is always named to enquire 
into the Affair complained of, and that Committee is 
always imrower'd to fend for Perſons, Papers and Re- 
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cords; Witneſſes are examined, and the whole Proofs 
that can be colleed, either from Perſons, Papcgy or 
Records, are taken by that Committee, before any par- 
ticular Fact has ever been mentioned, or any particular 
Perſon named to the Houſe: Neither the Houſe, nor 
any Perſon breathing, beſides thoſe of the Committee, 
hears a Word of the particular FaQs, or a Name or any 
particular Perſon mentioned, *till that Committee comes 
to make their Report. This is direQly the Caſe of the 
Petition now before us: It is far from being too general 
for the Foundation of an Enquiry, on the contrary we 
are in Honour, in Duty to our Country, obliged to take 
it as ſuch, and that Enquiry may be the Foundation of 
an Impeachment; but this is what neither this Houſe 
nor the Petitioners can as yet tell. Tho' the Petitioners 
have not, at preſent, the Honour to be Members of this 
Houſe, yet, in every other Reſpect, they are all Peers 
of Great Britain as much as any of us: If it had nat 
been ſo, if they had not been Peers of Great Britain, 
the proper Place for them to have applied to, would 
have been to the other Houſe, and it is certain the other 
Houſe would have immediately appointed a Committee to 
have received the Inflances and Proofs now offer'd to be laid 
before your Lordſhips; there would not there, I believe, 
have been ſuch Regard ſhewn to the Characters of thoſe 
who might ſuffer by thoſe Proofs: And ſhall the Pe- 
titioners, my Lords, be the worſe for being Peers of 
Great Britain? IT hope not; but if this Motion pre- 
vails, I ama ſure it may with Juſtice be ſaid, They have 
the Misfortune to be Peers of Great Britain, 
That there have been many Parliamentary Enquiries 
- without any particular Charge, and without any par- 
ticular Perſon's being named, is beyond Diſpute; but 
even in our inferior Courts, do not we know, my Lards, 
that Grand Juries often preſent Nuſances in general 
Terms, and without mentioning any particular FaQ, 
or any particular Perſon ; and do not theſe Courts often 
proceed to enquire into the Nuſance ſo preſented, in 
Order to find out and puniſh the Perſons that have been 
guilty of it: And in any Court of Law, if a Petition 
ſhould be preſented by any Number of Suitors, Men ef 
Character, whoſe Judgment and Veracity the Court 
could depend on, complaining in general of Abuſes com- 
mitted in any Branch of Practice, and deſiring that the 
Court would examine into it, and endeavour to prevent 
ſuch Abuſes far the future, either by puniſhing the Per- 
G 2 ſong 
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1,ns who might appear to be guilty, or by making 
ſoineMew Regulation; if that Court ſhould reje& ſuch 
4 Petition, and neglect or refuſe to make any Enquiry 
into the Branch of Practice complained of, I ſhould con. 
clude, that the Judges were more intent upon ſcreening 
their Officers than upon doing Juſtice to the Subject: 
Nay, I ſhould readily believe, that even the Judges 
themſelves were Partakers of the Frauds and Extortions 
committed by their Officers. 

The Reverend Prelate, who was pleaſed to mention 
the Court of Inquiſition, has a Mind, it ſeems, to 
ſoften as much as he can the Methods of proceeding in 
that terrible Tribunal, when he compares them to the 
Method propoſed to be follow'd upon the Petition now 
before us: The Method now propoſed is, firſt to enquire 
into thoſe illegal Practices fuſpected to have been made 
Uſe of; and if upon that Enquiry it ſhould appear, 
that any particular Perſons have been guilty of Prac- 
tices for which they ought to be puniſhed, to be ſure 
ſome noble Lord in this Houſe will ſtand up, in his 
Place, and impeach the Perſons againſt whom any Suſpi- 
cions of Guilt ſhall, upon that Enquiry, appear, or 
this Houſe will, at a Conference, communicate to the 
other Houſe the Difcoveries made upon ſuch Enquiry, 
and upon that, the other Houſe will become the Proſe- 
cutors: In either Cafe the Perſons accuſed will be 
brought to an open, a fair, and an impartial Trial, they 
will know their Proſecutors, and will have an Oppor- 
tunity to croſs- examine the Witneſſes that are brought 
againſt them, and to bring Witneſſes, or what other 
Proofs they may think proper for their Vindication; 
This, my Lords, is the regular and conftant Method 
of proceeding in Parliament upon all ſuch Occaſions, 
and is the Method eſtabliſhed by our Anceſtors, for pre- 
ſerving the People from Oppreſſion and Arbitrary Power 
but the Method of proceeding in the Inquiſition, and 
the Deſign of ſuch Proceedings are very different : There 
the Party accuſed is condemned without any open or 
fair Trial, and he is never allow'd to know either his 
Proſecutors, or the Witneſſes againſt him, nor is he al- 
lowed to bring any Proof of his Innocence; nay, he 
does not ſo much as know the Crime he is accuſed of, 
*rill the Sentence comes to be executed upon him: This 
is the Method of proceeding in that tyrannical Court, 
and the Deſign or Aim of all their Proceedings is to 
fapport the Arbitrary Power of their Maſter the * of 

On. 
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Rome. The Methods of Proceeding in this Houſe were 
never yet applied to the Support of any Arbitrary Power, 
Spiritual or Temporal, and as little will they, I hope, 
be ever applied to the ſcreening of Oppreſſors or Cri- 
minals, let their Quality, let their Station in Life be 


this Houſe ſhould once come to be applied to the ſcreen- 
ing or protecting of high Criminals, the next Step will 
certainly be, to make Uſe of this Houſe only for the 
Support of Oppreſſion, and for ſharpening the Edge of 
Arbitrary Power. 

The Petitioners may, and certainly do, know ſome 
Inſtances of the illegal Practices complained of; but that 
they know thera all, is not to be preſumed: All that 
they can know, muſt proceed from Accounts given volun- 
tarily and freely by ſome particular Men, and it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that thoſe Men Knew a great deal; but by 
the Authority of this Houſe, others may be compelled 
to give a full Account of what they know, even ſome 
of the under-Agents, entrufted and employed in thoſe 
Practices, may be examined, and from them we may 
expet a fuller Information, than from any of thoſe 
who were never let much into the Secret. It cannot 
therefore be ſuppoſed, that the Petitioners can give us 


many Inſtances of the illegal Practices they complain of, 


or a full Account of any of them; and whatever Ac- 
counts they may be able to give us, they have certainly 
propoſed the moſt proper Method for giving them: The 
moſt proper Method of laying an Account of any Fact 
before this Houſe, or before any Court of Judicature, is 
certainly to do it by Witneſſes upon Oath ; and if the 
Petitioners had choſen any other Method, if they had 
in their Petition given us long Accounts of particular 
Fats, I am very well convinced, it would then have 
been repreſented as an illegal and unprecedented Method 
of laying Facts before this Houſe ; nay, I do not know 
but the Petition would have been complained of, and 
4 rejected, as a ſcandalous and impertinent Pe- 
tition. | 

But, my Lords, becauſe the Petitioners know ſome 
Inſtances of the illegal Practices complained of, to con- 
clude from thence, that they muſt certainly know the 
principal Perſons guilty, is I think very odd, I cannot 
pretend to know any Thing of the Practices made Uſe 
of, but from two Sorts of PraQices that have been pub- 
lickly mentioned, I muſt conclude, that it is impoſſible 


far 


what it will; for if the Methods of proceeding in 
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for the Petitioners to know the principal Perſons guilty, 
Suppoſe, my Lords, that the having a Regiment drawn 
up under Arms in the very Place where, and at the very 
Time when, the laſt Election of 16 Peers was made, 
mould be one of the illegal Practices complained of; in 
this Caſe the Petitioners may know the Officer that then 
commanded the Regiment; but that Officer is not ſurely 
the Perſon againſt whom your Lordſhips Enquiry is to 
be chiefly directed; he certainly had his Orders from 
ſome ſuperior Officer; that ſuperior Officer is the Perſon 
againſt. whom your Lordſhips Enquiry muſt be chiefly 
directed; and the Name of that ſuperior Officer your 
Petitioners cannot be ſuppoſed to know. 

Let us again ſuppoſe, my Lords, that Corruption was 
ane of the illegal Practices made Uſe of at laſt Elec- 
ion: Some Lords of Scotland may perhaps have owned, 
that they got Money for voting according to Direction, 
or that they were offered Money, or ſome other Reward, 
on Condition they would vote according to DireQion; 
but thoſe Lords would certainly for their own Sakes, 
conceal the Names of the Perſons who gave or offered 
them Money, or other Reward, for ſuch a corrupt and 
criminal Purpoſe, becauſe the Perſon named would have 
been intitled to an Action of Scandal for ſpreading ſuch a 
Report againſt him, and upon that Attion, would certain- 
ly have recovered great Damages; whereas, upon an Exa- 
wination at your Lordſhips Bar, the Perſons guilty may 
be named without any ſuch Dinger: But further, my 
Lords, where Practices ſo highly criminal are made 
Uſe of, we cannot ſuppoſe that the Perſons principally 
concerned would perſonally appear; ſuch Practices are 
generally carried on by under-Agents; and though ſome 
indiret Hints may, perhaps, have been given as to the 
Names of thoſe under-Agents, yet it is impoſſible for the 
Petitioners to know the Names of the principal Perſons 
who employed thoſe Agents; nay, even your Lordſhips 
may find ſome Diffculty to fix thoſe Practices on the 
Perſons on whom, they ought principally to be fixed, 
and againſt whom the Enquiry of this Houſe, and the 
Vengeance of the Nation, ought principally to be di- 
rected. 

Your Lordſhips will, without Doubt, obſerve the 
Motto of Weſtminſter-hall, Audi alterem Parten It is 
2 Rule that will, I hope, be always obſerved by this 
Houſe ; and in the Affair now before us, you will cer- 
tainly hear the other Side as ſoon as there is one . 

| | card: 
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heard: As yet there is no Side, there is no Proſecutor 
nor Proſecution, and conſequently no Perſon proſecuted 
to be heard: The Petitioners are no Proſecutors, nor is 
it poſſible for them to tell who are to be proſecuted, or 
whether there be any Perſon that ought to be proſecuted 
or no: They complain only againſt a Grievance, they 
defire your Lordſhips will enquire into that Grievance, 
and apply ſuch Remedies as you may think proper. If, 
among other Remedies, it ſhall be found necellary to 
proſecute the Perſons who, by your Enquiry, ſhall be 
diſcovered to have been any Way concerned in the 
Grievance complained of, a legal and a regular Proſecu- 
tion will certainly be carried on againſt thoſe Perſons, 
and then your Lordſhips will certainly hear what they 
have to ſay in their own Defence, and 'till then they 
have nothing to do with your Lordſhips Enquiry, nor 
have they a Right to be preſent at the Examination of 
any Witneſſes to be examined at the Bar of this Houſe. 

In ſhort, your Lordſhips may profeſs what you will ; 
but if the Aﬀair now before us be thus put off by Mo- 
tion after Motion, Motions which ſeem to germinate 
one from another, the World will not believe that you 
have an Inclination to go to the Bottom of the Affair 
beſore you, or that you have an Inclination to ſave your 
Country from the impending Ruin which is ſo loudly 
complained of, and fo generally foreſeen: And thus, 
by ſhewing ſuch a tender Regard to the Characters of 
lome particular Men, who may, perhaps, be in Danger 
of being expoſed by a firit Enquiry into this Affair, 
your Lordſhips will bring a moſt heavy, and, I am 
afraid, a very general Imputation upon the Character of 
this Houſe ; therefore I hope the noble Duke will wave 
his Motion, and let us proceed to appoint a Day for 
enquiring into this Aﬀair, by the Examination of all 
ſuch Witneſſes as may be thought proper to be examined, 
upon an Occaſion of fo great Importance to the Honour 


of this Houſe, and to the Freedom and Independency of 
rarliament, | 


The Reply was to the following Effect, viz, 


My Lords, 
s Parliamentary Enquires have often been of great 
Advantage to this Nation, and may be ſo in Time 
me; I ſhall, therefore, upon all Occaſions, be ready 
nd willing to agree to any ſuch Propoſition, when 
| there 
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there appears a Neceſſity for entering into the Enquity 
propoſed z but as all Parliamentary Enquiries muſt be 
attended with great Trouble and Expence to ſome of bit 
Majeſty's Subjects, and as they always raiſe ſome Sort of 
Ferment in the Nation, they are not to be entered upon 
without ſome apparent Neceſlity for ſo doing: We ar: 
not at the Deſire of any Subjeft, or of any Number f 
Subjects, to ſet up a Parliamentary Enquiry, unleſt 
thoſe who deſire it can ſhew us very good Reaſons 1 
ſuſpect, that ſome illegal Practices have been committed, 
and that it is become neceſſary for this, or the other 
Houſe of Parliament to enquire into them. I have: 
very great Reſpect for the noble Lords the Petitionen 
and I am perſuaded they think that ſome illegal Pradtice 
Have been made Uſe of, and that it is become neceſſay 
for this Houſe to enquire into them: This they ar 
certainly convinced of, otherwiſe they would never 
have preſented ſuch a Petition: This is their Opinion, 
but they muſt give me their Reaſons before I can mak: 
it mine: If thoſe Reaſons be as prevalent with me u 
they are with them, I ſhall certainly agree to the E 
quiry defired; but neither in this, nor in any other 
Caſe, ſhall I ever give my Vote according to the Op. 
nion of another, but according to that which I has 
formed for myſelf, It is therefore incumbent upon th 
Petitioners to give us ſome Reaſons to believe, that ill 
gal Practices have been actually made Uſe of, and thit 
there is a Neceſſity for this Houſe to enquire into then; 
and as it is impoſſible to give us any ſuch Reaſons 
without firſt giving us ſome particular Inſtances of th 
illegal Practices they complain of, and ſome Account 
of the Perſons they ſuſpe& to have been concerned it 
ſuch Practices, I cannot but think the Motion now ma 
to us a very proper Motion upon this Occaſion ; and 
ſuch a one as the Petitioners ought certainly to compl! 
with, before they can expect that any Lord in thi 
Houſe, who knows no more of thoſe illegal Praftic 
than I do, can agree to any Sort of Parliamentary E 
quiry. 

When any Enquiry is moved for in either Houſe' 
Parliament, theſe three Queſtions naturally occur | 
every Member of that Houſe, Whether the Pradic 
propoſed to be enquired into be illegal? Whether th: 
be ſuch as may be preſumed to have been committe 
And whether they be of ſuch a Nature as cannot 
puniſhed or remedy'd by the ordinary Courts of - 
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Theſe are three Queſtions I ſay, my Lords, which na- 
turally occur to every Member, and he ought to ſatisfy 
himſelf about every one of them, before he gives his 
Opinion, either for or againſt agreeing to the Enqui- 
ry propoſed. Now, I appeal to your Lordſhips, how 
any Lord in- this Houſe, who knows nothing of the 
Practices lately made Uſe of in Scotlaxd, can ſatisfy 
himſelf as to either of theſe Queſtions, without know- 
ing ſomething more about them, than he can know from 
the Petition now beſore us? In my Opinion, it is 
impoſſible for any Man to ſatisfy himſelf in either of 
the three, without knowing ſome particular Inſtances 
of the Practices complained of, and the Names of the 
Perfons ſaid to have been guilty of thoſe Practices. But 
ſuppoſe we ſhould agree to enquire into this Affair, 
without any further Information than what we have at 
prefent, I muſt beg your Lordſhips to conſider, how 
would it be poſſible for us to examine or to put the pro- 
per Queſtion, to any Witneſs, that ſhall be brought t 
the Bar of this Houſe ? For as neither of the Petitioners 
have at preſent a Seat in this Houſe, I cannot form to 
myfetf any Queſtion that could be put by any other 
Lord to a Witneſs, but only the general Queſtion; if he 
knew of any, and what illegal Practices made Uſe of at 
the laſt Election of 16 Peers for Scotland? This, in my 
Opinion, would be a very improper Queſlion, becauſe 
it would be leaving it entirely to the Judgment of the 
Witneſs to determine, what he took to be an illegal 
PraQtice, and to give an Account of none but what he 
took to be ſuch : Upon ſuch a. general Queſtion, it may 
be ſuppoſed, that ſome Witneſſes would give us long 
and tedious Accounts of trifling Fats, nothing at all 
to the Purpoſe, while others might, perhaps, neglect to 
inform-us of Things of the greateſt Importance. There- 
fore, not only to enable us to judge if there be a Neceſ- 
ſity for an Enquiry, but likewiſe to enable us to proceed 
with Accuracy and Vigour, we ought to agree to the 
Motion propoſed, and the Petitioners ought to comply 
with it, as I make no Doubt but they will. 

My Lords, in all preparatory Examinations, in all 
Sorts of Examinations that I ever heard of, the Wit- 
neſſes are queſtioned about particular Fats, and like- 
wiſe in Relation to particular Perſons, and either the 
Judge, before whom the Witneſs is examined, or ſome 
Perſon concerned, and attending for that Purpoſe, knows, 
or is inſtructed, how to put the particular Queſtions to 

P the 
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the Witneſs, in Order to draw the whole Truth from 
him, relating to that Affair, about which he is exa- 
mined. Even with Reſped to thoſe Enquiries, which 
have proceeded from a Motion in either Houſe of Par. 
liament, the Mewber who propoſes an Enquiry dees 
not barely make a Motion for that Purpoſe, he ſtands up 
in his Place, and always gives the Houſe an Account of 
the particular Facts he defires to be enquired into; nay, 
he generally gives the Names of the particular Perſons 
againſt whom he makes his Complaint: By that Speech, 
the Members are ndt only enabled to judge, whether or 
no a Parliamentary Enquiry be neceſſary, but they are 
likewiſe enabled to put the proper Queſtions to the 
Witnelſes, that may thereafter be brought before them 
in the Committee. And beſide, the Member who makes 
the Motion is always named one, ard generally is the 
Chairman of the Committee, who muſt be ſuppoſed to 
know the particular Facts, and to ſyſpeQ, at leaſt, who 
were the particular Perſons guilty of thoſe Facts, ſo 
that he muſt of Courſe know how to put the proper 
Queſliens to every Witneſs, and the particular FaQs, 
as to which each Witneſs ought reſpectively to be exi- 
mined. 

Suppoſe, my Lords, that the Petition now before us 
is o de taken as a general Complaint againſt a Grie- 
vance, and a Deſire to have that Grievance redreſſed; 
yet it muſt be granted, that it is one of the moſt gene- 
ral Cemplaints that ever was brought before either 
Hcuſe of Parliament: Enquiries may have been ſet 
up upon meer Suggeſtions, or upon common Fame; 
yet I Lelieve there was never an Enquiry ſet up upon 
fuch a general Suggeſtion, or upon ſuch a general Re- 
port: Some particular Facts are always ſuggeſted, even 
common Feme reports ſome particular Crimes, and 
fixes thoſe Crimes upon ſcme particular Perſons, before 
it is made the Foundation of any Parliamentary En- 
quiry. And with Reſpect to Preſentments at Common 
Law, it is very certain, no Grand Jury ever made ſuch 
a general Preſentment as the Complaint now before us : 
They always fix upon fume particular Thing, or upon 
{c me particular PraQtice, and preſent it es a Nuſance, 
which they think ought to be remedy'd; and if a Grand 

ury ſhould make a Prefentment, compliining in gene- 
ral, that at ſuch a Time, or upon ſuch an Occaſion, 
ſ-me illegal Practices h.d been made Uſe of, without 
mentioning one ot thoſe Practices which they took to te 

. | illegal, 
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illegal, or one of thoſe Perſons by whom they ſuppoſed 
ſuch Practices to have been made Uſe of; I am perſuaded 
no inferior Court in England would take any Manner 
ef Notice of ſuch a Preſentment. An utter Neglect 
would certainly be the Fate of ſuch a Preſentment at 
Common Law; and I am perſuaded a Motion in the 
other Houſe for an Enquiry, founded upon ſuch a general 
and indefinite Charge, would meet with very little Suc- 
ceſs: However, I am very far from propoſing, that the 
Petition now before us ought to be entirely negleQed ; 
I think it ought to be greatly regarded, both on Account 
of the Perſons complaining, and the Matter complained 
of; and I ſhall be for making a moſt ſtrict Enquiry into 
the Affair, if the Petitioners will but make it poſſible 
for us to do ſo, by giving us ſome Inſtances of the Frac- 
tices they. complain of, and the Names of ſome of the 
Perſons they ſuſpe& to have been guilty of thoſe Prac- 
tices, 

The Petitioners, my Lords, muſt know, or have 
heard of ſome particular Facts, which they take to be 
illegal, and of dangerous Conſequence, otherwiſe it is 
certain they never would have preſented ſuch a Petition 
to this Houſe: Let them but inform us of thoſe parti- 
cular Facts they know or have heard of, that we, as 
well as they, may judge whether they are illegal or 
not, that we, as well as they, may judge whether they 
are of ſuch Dangerous Conſequence as to deſerve a 
Parliamentary Enquiry : And it is impoſſible they can 
know any particular Facts, without knowing the Names 
of ſome of the Perſons who were guilty of thoſe 
Facts: Nay, it is impoſſible they could have heard of 
any Fats, without having had the Perſons guilty named 
to them, or at leaſt deſcribed in ſuch a Manner as they 
muſt know who they are; for though there might per- 
haps have been ſome Danger in publiſhing the Name of 
any Perſon upon ſuch an Occaſion, yet the Perſon guil- 
ty might have been fo deſcribed as to make every one 
know who was meant, without expoſing the Perſon 
who gave ſuch Deſcription to any Danger : Such De- 
ſcriptions muſt have been fully underſtood by the Pe- 
titioners, and ſurely they may, without any- Danger, 
declare to this Houſe the Names of the Perſons they 
ſuppoſe to have been meant by ſuch Deſcriptions. 

To conclude, my Lords, though I have as great a 
Regard for the noble Lords the :Petitioners as any Lord 
in this Houſe can have, tho' I could depend upon their 
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Judgment as much as upon the Judgment of any Man 
vet I cannot anſwer to myſelf for agreeing to take up 
the Time of this Houſe, and put Witneſſes to the 
Trouble and Expence of travelling, perhaps a great 
many Miles, which muſt be the Event of our entering 
upon an Enquiry into this Affair, without being, in 
my own Judgment convinced that there is great 
Reaſon to ſuſpett that ſome very illegal and dangerous 
Practices have been made Uſe of, and that they are 
Practices of ſuch a Nature as cannot be puniſhed or 
remedy'd any other Way, than by a Parliamentary En- 
quiry; and fince I cannot of this be convinced in my 
own Judgment, without knowing particularly both the 
PraQtices that are ſuſpected to have been illegally com- 
mitted, and the Perſons Names that are ſuſpected to 
have been guilty of thoſe Practices, therefore I muſt 
be for the Motion. 


| After this Debate the Lord Bft ſtood up and 
ſpoke to this Effect, viz, E: 


My Lords, 
INCE I find your Lordſhips are like to come to a 
Queſtion upon this Motion, I muſt obſerve, that as 
it ſtands at preſent, it is a Motion complicated of two 
very diſtin Parts. By the firſt Part of it, the Petition- 
ers are to be ordered to lay before this Houſe, in Wri- 


3 Inſtances of thoſe undue Methods and illegal 


Practices upon which they intend to proceed; and by 
the other Part, they are to be ordered to lay before this 
Houſe, the Names of the Perſons they ſuſpe&t to have 
been guilty of thoſe undue Methods and illegal Prac- 
tices : Now, my Lords, as theſe two Parts are evidently 
as diſtin and different from one another, as any two 
Motions can be, and as it is evident, that ſeveral Lords 
may, for very good Reaſons, be againſt the laſt 1 
tho* they may be for the firſt, therefore, my Lords, 
muſt make Uſe of that Right which every Lord has, 
by the conſtant Practice of this Houſe, and deſire that 
the Parts may be ſeparated, and the Queſtion, but ſe- 
parately upon each. 


The Queſton being called for, his Lordſhip flood up 
again, and infiſted upon it, that when a Queſtion ap- 
peared to be complicated, every ſingle Lord in that 


Houfe had a Right to deſire that the Parts might be 
2 | ſeparated 
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ſeparated, and that different Queſtions might be put upon 
the ſeveral different Parts. This, he ſaid, was a Right 
that never was controverted, and he inſiſted upon his 
Right. 

he Queſtion being ſtill called for, he flood up the 
third Time and ſaid, that ſince they did not ſeem in- 
clined to grant him a Right, which had never been 
denied to any Lord in that Houſe, he would propoſe an 
Amendment to the Motion, which was, that theſe 
Words (and the Names of the Per ſons they ſuſpect to have 
been guilty of ſuch undue Methods and illegal Practices) 
might be left out; and therefore he hoped their Lord- 
ſhips would put the Queſiion upon the Amendment, 
beſore they put the Queſtion upon the Motion. 

Upon this, the Queſtion was put upon the Amend- 
ment offared, which was carried in the Negative, by 
go to 48; and then the Queſtion being put upon the 
Motion, it was carried in the Affirmative, without a 
Diviſion, , 

The Motion was made by the Duke of Dre, 
and was ſupported by the Earl of g, the Lord 
H y, the Lord H ck, the Biſhop of 
1), the Earl of I-———y, the Lord C r, 
and the Duke of N le, It was oppoſed by the 
Earl of -d, the Lord Gr, the Lord 
— the Earl of 4 n, and the Earl of 
t- d. 

The Petitioners having been made acquainted with 
this laſt, Order, in the ſhme Manner they were made 
acquainted with the former, they delivered their Anſwer 
in Writing to the Lord Chancellor, on the 27th of F- 
bruary, and next Day the Order of the Day being read, 
the Lord Chancellor acquainted the Houſe, that he had 
received from the Petitioners an Anſwer in Writing to 
their Lordſhips laſt Order, which he read to the Houſe, 
and of which the following is an exact Copy, viz. 


My Lords, 
F OUR Lerdſhips Order of February the 2 1ſt In- 
tant, bath. been ſignified to us by the Right Hon. 
the Lord High Chancellor, with Reſpect: to which, we 
do humbly. ſubmit to your Lordſhips, That we have not, 
by our Petition ſtated ourſelves Accuſers of any Perſon 
whatever, nor did we intend fo to do; but thought it 


our Duty to lay before your Lordſhips, by Way of Pe- 


tition, that ſuch Methods and Practices were uſed towards 
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carrying on the laſt Election of Sixteen Peers for Kot. 
land, as appeared to us dangerous to the Conſtitution, 
and might prove ſubverſive of the Freedom and Inde. 
pendency of Parliament. The Preſervation of our hay. 
py Conſtitution is what we Have in View, without 
Regard to any particular Perſons; and we humbly con. 
ceived, that any Matter which ſo nearly concerns this 
Conſtitution, or might appear to be an Incroachment 
upon it, was a proper Subject for your Lordſhips Con- 
lideration and Enquiry as a High Court of Parliament. 
That, without ttating ourſelves as Accuſers, which 
is far from our Intention, we conceive we cannot take 
upon us to name the particular Perſons, who may 
have been concerned in thoſe illegal Pra ices; but who 
thoſe were, will undoubtedly appear to your Lordſhips, 
upon taking the proper Examinations; and the Facts 
are what we humbly pray may be enquired into, whe 
ever may happen to be affected by them : Nor can we, 
without acting as Evidences, comply with thoſe Words 
of your Lordſhips Order, to give the Names of the Per- 
ſons by whom ſuch undue Methods and illegal Practices 
were uſed : But, would we act both as Accuſers and 
Witneſſes, it is impoſſible for us to inform your Lord. 
ſhips, who were the Perſons that, in the Courſe of this 
Examination, and from the Teſtimony of future Evi- 
dences, may appear to have been concerned in the above- 
mentioned Prattices. | 
We do alſo humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that 
we may have very certain and true Information of un* 
due Methods and illegal Practices, that have been uſed 
towards engaging Peers to vote for a Liſt; and yet, that 
our Informers may not have thought proper to name 
the Perfons, by whom ſuch undue Methods and illegal 
Practices we uſed ; or may be unwilling to do ſo, until 
they are brought upon their Examination. 
And, with Reſpect to the Jaying before your Lord- 
ſhips the particular Inſtances of the undue Methods 
aud illegal Practices mentioned in our Petition, we 
bumbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, if an Examination 
of this Kind ought to be confined to particular Inſtan- 
ces, ſince from the Nature of the Thing it appears 
evident, that many Inſtances may come out in the 
Courſe of ſuch Examination, the particular Circumſtan- 
ces whereof cannot be known to your Petitioners, and 
yet muſt appear upon Enquiry. | 


That 
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That tho' the opening the Particulars of the Facts to 
be proved, may neceſſarily produce ſuch a Diſcovery 
of Evidence before Examination as is uſually thought 
dangerous, even in Courſe of ordinary Trials, and may 
be much more ſo in the Caſe of a Parliamentary En- 
uiry. 
Yet, nevertheleſs, in Conſequence of your Lordſhips 
Order, as far as we are able from the Nature of the 
Thing, we do humbly acquaint your Lordſhips, that 
we laid the Petition before you, upon Information, 
that the Liſt of Sixteen Peers for Scotland had been fra- 
med by Perſons in high Truſt under the Crown, long 
previous to the Election itſelf; and that this Liſt was 
ſhewn to Peers, as a Liſt approved of by the Crown, 
and was called the King's Liſt, of which there was to 
be no Variation, unleſs to make Way for one or two par- 
icular Peers, on Condition they ſhould go along with 
he Meaſure. | 
That Peers were ſollicited to vote for this Liſt, or the 
run Li, without the Liberty of making any Altera- 
ion, 
That Endeavours were uſed to engage Peers to vote 
orthis Liſt, by Promiſe of Penſions, and Offices Civil 
nd Military to themſelves and near Relations, and by 
ual Promiſe and Offers of Sums of Monty. 
That Sums of Money were aQtually given, to or for the 
ſe of ſome Peers, to engage them to concur in the vot- 
p this Liſt. | 
That annual Penſions were promiſed to be paid to 
Peers, if they concurred in the voting this Liſt 3 ſome 
f them to be on a regular Eſtabliſhment, and others 
0 be paid without any Eſtabliſhment at all. | 
That, about the Time of this Election, Numbers of 
fenſions, Offices (of which ſeveral were nominal) and 
eleaſes of Debts owing to the Crown, were granted to 
feers who concurred in voting this Liſt, and to their 
ear Relations. 
That, on the Day of EleQtion, a Battalion of his 
ajelly's Forces was drawn up in the Abbey Court at 
inburgh, and three Companies of it were marched 
rom Leith (a Place at one Mile's Diſtance) to join the 
t of the Battalion, and kept under Arms from nine 
the Morning 'till nine at Night, when the Election 
as ended; contrary to Cuſtom at Ele ions, and with- 
ut any Cauſe or Occation that your Petitioners could 
reſee, other than the over-awing of the Ele ion. 


Thele 
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Thefe Inſtances of undue Practices we now Humbl | 
mention, which we hope will fatisfy your Lordſig 
that we have juſt Reaſon to pray your Lordſhips, F 
take this Matter into your ferious Conflderation, ani 
to provide ſuch a Remedy as may be effectual, for pr. 
ſerving the Right and Freedom of Elections; fu 
Right of Eleging being the only Right that now n. 
mains with the Peers of Scotland, in lieu of a conflant 
and hereditary Seat in Parliament. 


Feb. 27, Hamilton and Brandon, Dundonald, 
1734. Queensbury and Dover, Marchmont. 
Montroſe, Stair. 


After this Anſwer was read, a Motion was made fy 
their Lordſhips to reſolve, © That the Petitioners hu? 
not complied with the Order of that Houſe, of the 21 
£ Inſtant.” 


The Argument for this Reſolution was to the Eft 
as follows, viz, p 


My Lords, | 
HE Anſwer now read to us, is, in my Opinion, 
altogether au general and as obſcure as the Petition 

which your Lordſhi ps want fo much to have explained, 
and without which Explanation, the Opinion of thi 
Houſe fecms to be, that we cannot proceed: The Pt 
titioners, 'tis true, have in this Anſwer told us in ge 
neral, the Nature of ſome Praftices which are highly 
criminal, and which deſerve very much the Notice of 
this Houſe ;z they have, indeed, told us the Species of 
thoſe Crimes, which they ſuppoſe to have been con- 
mitted, but they have not told us of any particulit 
Crime; nor have they given us ſo much as one Inſtance 
of any particular Fact, upon which they intend to pm. 
ceed; and as for the Perſons Names ſuppoſed to bat 
been guilty of thoſe Crimes, they have not, in ſo ſar# 
I can find, given us the leaſt Hint of any one ; fo thit 
we are certainly now as much in the Dark, as when e 
made that Order, to which they have given us. this An 
ſwer : I cannot therefore think that any of your Lord- 
ſhips will be of Opinion, they have complied with tit 
Order of this Houſe ; nay, ſo far are they from comply 
Ing with it, that they ſeem cautiouſly to avoid comply 
ing with it, even ſo far as was in their Power; for 2 
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jo not ſo much as ſay, that their Informers have re- 
ſed to name the Perſons guilty, but only ſay, that 
heir Informers may perhaps be cautious of naming an y 
articular Perſons, *till they come to be examined at 
your Lordſhips Bar. Surely, my Lords, if their In- 
ormers told them the Names of the Perſons that were 
zuilty, they might, in Compliance with your Lord- 
ſhips Order, have given the Names of ſuch Perſons; 
nd if their Informers have actually refuſed to name 
ny Perſons till they come to the Bar of this Houſe, 
he Petitioners might have poſitively ſaid fo : Then, 
s to the Regiment that is ſaid to have been kept under 
Arms near the Place of Election, the Petitioners muſt 
tainly know the Name of the Officer who command- 
d the Regiment at the Time, and conſequently they 
night ſurely have complied with your Lordſhips Order 
b far, as to give you the Name of that Officer, which 
find they have not done; and for that Reaſon I ſhall 
onclude with a Motion ſo natural, that I hope no Lord 
this Houſe will make any Difficulty in agreeing to it. 
When your Lordſhips made the laſt Order, it was 
ertainly your Opinion, that it was impoſſible to pro- 
d to the Examination of any Witneſſes in this Affair, 
till you knew ſome of the particular Facts about which 
be Witneſſes were to be examined, and the particular 
perſons againſt whom they were to give their Evidence. 
This muſt have been your Opinion, otherwiſe you 
ould never have made ſuch an Order; and now I ap- 
jeal to every Lord in this Houſe, if, from the Petitio- 
ers Anſwer, now before us, he can pretend to any fur- 
her Knowledge than he Had at that Time, either as to 
de particular Crimes committed, or as to the Perſons 
o were guilty of thofe Crimes; therefore I mult 
mnclude, that every Lord in this Houſe who agreed to 
hat Order, muſt of Caurſe agree to the Motion I am to 
Wake: Beſides, there is "nothing, my Lords, in which 
e Honour and Dignity of this Houſe is more concerned, 
un in that of ſeeing our own Orders punRually com- 
ied with; and as it cannot be pretended that the Pe- 
itioners have, by this Anfwer, complied in the leaſt 
ith our laſt Order, therefore, I think, I muſt be ju- 
fied in moving, that your Lordſhips would come to 
| Reſolution, That the Petitioners have not complied 
ich your ſaid Order. 


Q be 
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The Anſwer to this was in Subſtance as follows, vix. 


My Lords, 

W HEN your Lordſhips laſt Order was firſt Pro 
poſed, I was not only of Opinion, that it wy 
contrary to the whole Spirit and Tenour of the Laws iii 
England, which do not allow any Man's CharaQer to wi 
Joaded with an Accuſation, unleſs by the Oath of ſom 
Perſon or another; but I was likewiſe of Opinion, thi 
it would be impoſſible for the Petitioners to comply 
with it, and therefore I at that Time oppoſed it: Ho 
ever, now that it is become an Order of this Houſe, 1 
muſt admit, that it was a juſt, a right, and a proper 
Order; and therefore the only Thing we have now un 
der our Conſideration is, Whether the Petitioners han 
complied with it or no? I hope, my Lords, it will n 
be ſuppoſed, that we are, by any Order, to requir 
People to do what is impoſſible; and for this Reaſon, 
every Order made by this Houſe muſt, in the very . 
ture of it, imply an Alternative: Every Order wi 
make muſt be preſurned to imply, that thoſe to whom 
is direded ſhall either comply with it punQually, «li 
ſhew us that is impoſſible for them to do ſo; for ſurely, 
neither the Honour nor the Dignity of this Houſe cu 
be engaged to make any Man perform an Impoſlibility, 
Accord ing to this Rule, my Lords, let us examine 
the Anſwer now before us: By our Order, we deſire 
the Petitioners to give us Inſtances of thoſe illegal 
PraQices they complained of, and have not they give 
us Inſtances of the moſt illegal Practices that were ever 
made Uſe of at any Election: Is not Bribery an Inſtance 
of illegal Practices? And can that Inſtance be more pat 
ticularly expreſſed, than they have expreſſed it in their 
Anſwer? They have not only told us the Species of the 
Crime, but they have told us ſeveral Ways or Methoi 
how it was made Uſe of: They have told us, that ſome 
were bribed by the Promiſe of Offices, ſome by the 
Promiſe of Money or Penſions; that ſome were bribel 
by the actual Grant of Penſions, ſome by the actual 
Grant of Offices, and ſome by the actual! Grant of Re: 
jeaſes of Debts, owing by them to the Crown: Nay, 
they have told us, that Sums of Money were actual!) 
given to or ſor the Uſe of ſome Peers, to engage then 
to concur in the voting a Liſt of Peers: Is it poſſible, 


my Lords, to give more particular Inſtances of Bribery, 
2 without 


— 
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without actually naming the Perſons who gave, and 
the Perſons who received the Bribes? But Bribery, it 
ſeems, was not of itſelf ſufficient to cram this Liſt down 
the Throats of ſome of the Peers of Scotland; to their 
Gifts and their Promiſes, they were forced to add Me- 
naces and Threats: By calling it the King's Liſt, and by 
ſaying it was approved by the Crown, what elſe can be 
underſtood, than that they deſigned to threaten thoſe who 
ſhould refuſe to vote for it, with the Diſpleaſure of the 
Crown, and that they muſt expect to be turned out of 
any Office or Employment they enjoyed under the 
Crown? Nay, the Petitioners go further, they tell us, 
that not only his Majeſty's Name, but his Majeſty's 
Troops were made Uſe of, to terrify thoſe whom Money 
or Promiſes could not corrupt. Without giving us the 
Names of the Perſons by whom, and to whom thoſe Ex- 
preſſions were made Uſe of, without giving us the Name 
of that Perſon from whom thoſe Orders to his Majeſty's 
Troops originally flowed, it is impoſſible to deſcribe 
thoſe Inſtances of Menaces and Threats more particularly 
then they are deſcribed in the Anſwer now beſore us, 
and therefore there is not the leaſt Pretence to ſay, that 
the Petitioners have not fully complied with this Part 
of your Lordſhips Order. 

Now, my Lords, with Reſpe& to the other Part of 
your Lordſhi ps Order, by which the Petitioners are 
deſired to give us the Names of the Perſons that were 
guilty of thoſe Crimes; this, indeed, they have not 
complied with, but for what Reaſon ? Becauſe it is im- 
poſſible. They do not ſay, that from their own Know- 
ledge they know of any of thoſe illegal Practices; they 
do not ſo much as inſinuate, that any Man attempted 
to bribe or to frighten either of them: No, my Lords, 
all the Knowledge they have, is by Information, and 
they expreſly tel} us, that were they to act both as Ac- 
cuſers and Witneſſes, it is impoſſible for them to inform 
your Lordſhips who were the Perſons guilty ; and fur- 
ther, beſides the Credit which is dug to their Characters, 
they give us a moſt convincing Reaſon for the Impoſ- 
ibility they labour under in this Reſpect: They tell 
us, that their Informers may be unwilling to name the 
Perſons guilty, until they are brought upen their 
Examination; and this, my Lords, every one of your 
Lordſhips muſt agree to be very probable, nay, to be 
certain, becauſe of the great Danger that attends the 
mentioning of any Perſon's Name upon ſuch an Oceafion, 
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As to the Officer that commanded the Regiment key 
under Arms during the Time of that Election, I do ng 
doubt but the Petitioners may know his Name; but I an 
ſurpriſed to hear any Lord ſay, that the Petitionen 
ought to have named him in their Anſwer te your Lon. 
thips Order, becauſe he was not, nor could be the Per. 
ſon guilty, he muſt have been but an inferior Officer, 
and therefore muſt have had Orders from a Superior fo 
what he did: The Superior, the Supreme, I mean, ny 
Lords, the Perſon, from whom thoſe Orders originally 
flowed, is the only Perſon guilty, and the only Perſq 
your Lordſhips are to enquire after; all under him ay 
obliged to obey their Orders, under the Pain of Mutiny, 
which is immediate Death ; and therefore they cannot be 
the Perſons guilty ; ſo that it would have been ridicy 
lous in the Petitioners to have named the Officer wh 
commanded the Regiment, as the Perſon guilty 9 
any illegal Practice, and the other the Petitionen 
cannot know; but, my Lords, by examining that 0“ 
ficer, and perhaps ſome others, at your Lordſhips Br, 
you will at laſt find out the Perſon properly chargeable 
as the Criminal, in this Refpe@: I fay Criminal, ny 
Lords, for it has always been held highly criminal, t 
leave any regular Forces in any Town, where an Elec 
tion is to be, and certainly it muſt be much more cri 
minal to march them into ſuch a Town, and to gin 
them Orders to ſtand to their Arms, as if they wer: 
ready to cut the Throats of all thoſe who ſhould dare th 
oppoſe the Perſons that gave them their Orders: Thu 
I think it is evident, that with the firſt Part of you 
Lordſhips Order, the Petitioners have fully complied; 
and with the latter Part, they have not only declared, 
but have ſhewn, in the moſt convincing Manner, thut 
it is impoſſible for them to comply; and therefore there 
cannot be the leaſt Foundation for the Reſolution the 
noble Lord has been pleaſed to move for. 

There may be, and I hope, my Lords, there art 
many Lords in this Houſe, who might think, that 
vour Lordſhips could not well proceed to an Enquiry 
into this Affair, without ſome farther Lights than you 
had by the Petition, and may now think that you have 
Lights ſufficient to proceed to an Enquiry, by which 
thoſe dark Scenes of Iniquity may perhaps be opened 
fully to View. The Three Queſtions which naturally 
occur, when an Enquiry is propoſed, may now. be calily 
anſweted: Can it be doubted, but that the Praftices, 1 

which i 
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which the Petitioners havegiven us ſo many Inſtances, 
are illegal? Can it be ſuppoſed that they can be cither 
puniſhed or prevented by any inferior Court? Is it not 
admitted of all Sides, that they are ſuch as highly de- 
ſerve the Notice of this Houſe. As to the firſt and 
third Queſtions therefore, none of your Lordſhips ſeem 
to make any Doubt; then as to the ſecond, Whether 
they are ſuch Praftices as may be preſumed to have 
been committed? I am forry, my Lords, to ſay, that 
the Preſumption is, in my Opinion, but too ſtrong. 
Belide the Characters of the noble Lords the Petitioners, 
who are well known, and I hope well reſpected by 
moſt of your Lordſhips, have we not a general Clamour 
againſt ſuch Prattices? And when I conſider the great 
Qualifications, and more eſpecially the juſt, the gene- 
rous and the prudent Conduct of ſome of the Petitioners, 
who had the Honour to be Members of this Houſe in 
laſt Parliament, the great Number of Votes they had 
in their Favour at the EleQtion for that Parliament, 
and the ſmall Number of Votes they had in their Favour 
at laſt Election, I muſt ſay, I am afraid there is too much 
Ground for this general Clamour. too ſolid a Foundation 
for his particular Complaint ; ſo that as to the ſecond 
Queſtion, there can be, in my Opinion, as little Doubt 
as in either of the two. 

Another Argument, my Lords, which ſeemed to 
make ſome of your Lordſhips willing to agree to the 
Order then propoſed, was, that without ſome further 
Lights into this Aﬀair, the proper Queſtions could not 
be put to the Witneſſes to be examined at your Bar: 
But can any Lord now ſay, that we are not fully in- 
firutted by the Anſwer now before us, for putting the 
proper Queſtions to every Witneſs that can be brought 
to our Bar, upon an Enquiry into this Affair? The 
particular Interrogatories, both as to Bribery and 
Threats, and likewiſe as to the Regiment which ſeems 
to have been made Uſe of, with an Intention to over- 
awe this Election, ariſe ſo naturally from the Anſwer 
before us, that we may get at the Bottom of this Affair 
without any further Information: But Beſides, though 
the Petitioners have not now the Honour to be Mem- 
bers of this Houſe, yet ſurely they will be allowed, 
and by this Petition they 'appear to be ready and wil- 
ling, to give every Lord in this Houſe as much Aſſiſt- 
ance as they can, in putting the proper Queſtions to 
each Witneſs, ſo as to enable us to draw _ 
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Witneſs the whole of what he may know about the 


' 3llegal Prattices made Uſe of at laſt Eleion. From all 


which it is probable, nav, I think it is to be expected, 
that there are many Lords in this Houſe who were for 


the Order propoſed, but will now be for proceeding di- 


rely to an Enquiry into this Affair, and conſequently 
muſt be againſt the Motion now propoſed. 

My Lords, notwithſtanding I have, I think, clearly 
ſhewn, that the Petitioners have fully complied with 
your Lordſhips Order, in ſo far as it was poſſible for 
them to comply with the ſame, yet I ſhould be very 
eaſy about the Event of this Motion, if I did not ſuf. 
peR that it is to be followed by another, which will, 
I am afraid, put an End to this Affair, and therefore 
I hope the noble Lord will be ſo ingenuous as to ſtand 
up, and declare what he intends by the Motion he has 
been pleaſed to make; for tho? the Petitioners do not in- 
tend, or ſhould abſolutely refuſe to ſet themſelves up 
as Accufers, yet, I hope your Lordſhips are not, for 
that Reaſon, to drop an Affair, in which the Honour 
and the Dignity of this Houſe, in which the very 
Being of our Conftitution are all ſo deeply concerned. 
When this Affair came firſt before us, it was ſaid, it 
ought to be look'd on as a Cauſe, and that therefore 
the Petitioners ought to be confidered as the Plaintiffs, 
and ought to name thoſe they deſigned to make Defen- 
dants; but if it were to be conſidered as a Cauſe, we 
are not, in my Opinion, to look on the Petitioners as 
Plaintiffs, nor upon any particular Perſons as Defen- 
dants. It is, my Lords, the Honour of this Houſe, the 
Libertics of the People, and our happy Conſtitution, 
that are to be look-d on as the Plaintiffs, and Bribery 
and Corruption as the Defendants: Theſe, my Lords, 
are properly the Parties to this Cauſe, if the Affair 
now before us were to be looked on as ſuch ; but it ought 
not, in any Shape, to be conſidered as a Cauſe, it is to 
be conſidered only as an Enquiry, which ſome of the 
beſt and greateſt of his Majeſties SubjeQs have earneſt] y 
petitioned for, which the Nation calls aloud for, and which 
the Honour of this Houſe moſt peremptorily requires. 

It is certain, my Lords, it is evident from the Re- 
cords of both Houſes of Parliament, - that Enquiries 
have been often ſet up, without naming any Perſon 


whoſe Conduct or Crimes were to be enquired into. 


Even but a few Seſſions ago, there was an Enquiry ſet 


up in this Houſe, and Witneſſes examined at the Bar of 
t this 
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this Houſe, without naming any Perſon who was ſup- 
poſed to have been concerned in the Affair then enquired 
into; I mean, my Lords, the Affair of the South-Sea 
Company, in Relation to the Diſpoſal of their Directors 
Eſtates : It is true, that Enquiry was objeRed to and 
oppoſed, as I believe all Enquiries will for ever be; 
but the Reaſons for oppoſing that Enquiry, were not 
becauſe no particular Perſon was named, nor any par- 
ticular Inſtance of Fraud given; no, my Lords, the 
only Objection againſt that Enquiry, was, that there 
were no Petitioners before us: It was ſaid, that we 
ought not to enquire into that Affair, becauſe none of 
the Proprietors of the South-Sea Stock, none of the Per- 
ſons concerned had complained of any Frauds or undue 
Practices. In the preſent Caſe this Objection cannot 
be made, we have now a Petition before us, we have 
Perſons complaining of undue Practices, who are highly 
intereſted in the Complaint; but now it is ſaid, we 
muſt not enquire into this Affair, becauſe none of the 
Praftices are particularly mentioned, becauſe none of 
the Perſons guilty are particularly named : Thus, will 
ſome Objection be always found to our entering upon an 
Enquiry into any fraudulent or criminal Practices, let 
the Intereſt and Safety of the Nation, or the Honour and 
Dignity of this Houſe be ever ſo much concerned. 

If a Coroner, my Lords, ſhould be informed that a 
Perſon had been murdered, the Body buried, and the 
Murder -concealed, but that if he would examine ſuch 
Witneſſes as his Informers ſhould direct him to, the 
Murder might be diſcovered, and the Perſons guilty ap- 
prehended, and brought to condign Puniſhment ; ſurely 
the Coroner would be very deficient in his Duty, if he 
ſhould negle& or refuſe enquiring into the Affair, be- 
cauſe his Informers could not, or perhaps would not, 
declare to him the Perſons guilty, and the particular 
Manner in which the Murder was committed : Surely, 
my Lords, if his Informers were Men of any CharaQter 
or Credit, if they were Perſons upon whoſe Informa- 
tion he could have the leaſt Dependance, he would im- 
mediately order the Body to be taken up and examined, 
and would examine in the ſtricteſt Manner every Wit- 
neſs his Informer could dire& him to. The Cuſe before 
us is the very ſame: If your Lordſhips can have any 
Dependance upon the Credit or Character of the Pe- 
titioners, you muſt ſuſpect that a moſt horrid Murder 
bas been committed: An EleQion there has certainly 


been, 


* 
* 
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been, whether it was a fair and a natural Election yout 
Lordſhips are to enquire; for if it was carried on by 
undue Methods and illegal Practices, the Right of the 
Peerage of Scotland has been murdered, our Conſtitution 
has got, I am afraid, a mortal Stab. I am perſuaded, 
none of your Lordſhips are of Opinion, that the Petitio- 
ners are Perſons whoſe Information is not in the leaſt 
to be depended upon; and in fuch a Caſe, upon ſuch an 
Information, will your Lordſhips refuſe to make any 
Enquiry, becauſe they cannot inform you of the particu. 
lar Perſons concerned in this Murder, and of all the par. 
ticular Circumftances how it was committed ? For God's 
Sake, my Lords, conſider what an Injury will be done 
by ſuch a Refuſal, to the Nation in general, what a pub - 
lick Slur will be thrown upon the Honour of this Houſe, 
and upon the Juſtice of our Proceedings. 

In thort, my Lords, the Honour of this Houſe, as well 
as the Independency of Parliament, is, in my Opinion 
ſo much concerned in the Affair now before us, the 
_ Complaint is fo well ſupported, the Grievance fo fully 
and ſo particularly ſet forth, and a Redreſs ſo loudly 
and ſo generally, as well as particularly, called for, 
that if we do not enquire fſtrifly into this Affair, I ſhall 
hardly expect that this Houſe will ever for the future, 
enquire into the Complaints of any Subject, or of any 
Number of Subjects; and if the other Houſe follow the 
Example of this, where then ſhall the Subjects go to 
complain? No where can they go, my Lords, but to 
the Foot of the Throne, which they cannot approach, 
but when the Minifters pleaſe to give them Leave; and 

then I am ſure it muſt be granted, that the SubjeRs of 
this once happy and free Nation, will be reduced to the 
fame State with the Subjects of the moſt abſolute, the 
moſt laviſh Monarchy on Earth. 


To this it was replied as follows, viz, 


My Lords, | 

the Motion which the noble Lord was pleaſed to 
make to us, I muſt think that the only Queſtion 

now before us is, Whether the Petitioners have complied 
with the laſt Order of this Houſe, or no? If they have, 
your Lordſhips muſt diſagree to the Reſolution propoſed z 
if they have not, you cannot avoid agreeing to it. This 
is the only Queſtion now in Hand, and therefore I muſt 


think it very irregular to launch out into other _— 
ut 


w 
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but till more irregular to bring any Arguments which 


Order already agreed to. Now,' my Lords, as to the 
Queſtion. I have read, I have thoroughly conſider'd 
both your Lordſhips Order, and the Anſwer now before 
us, and I muſt really be of Opinion, that the Petitioners 
have not complied with any one Part of your Lord- 
ſhips Order: By that Order they are deſired to give 
us Inſtances of the illegal Practices complained of; 
and in Anſwer to this they tell us, that ſome were 
bribed with ready Money, ſome with Offices, or with 
W Releaſes of Debts due by them to the Crown, and 
ſome with Promiſes; and they ſeem to inſinuate, that 
others might be terrified by calling the Liſt propoſed 
to them the King's Lift, or by the Regiment that 
was drawn up near the Place of Election: Is there in 
all this any one particular Inſtance ? Is there any Thing, 
but what every Lord in this Houſe muſt have known 
before he ſaw this Anſwer ? Surely, if any illegal 
Praftices are made Uſe of, for influencing any Election, 
thoſe Practices muſt conſiſt either in bribing or threa- 
tening the Electors; they can conſiſt in nothing elſe; 
and I muſt think that your Lordſhips intended by that 
Order to be informed of ſomething more than you 
knew, when that Order was made: You certainly did; 
and as the Petitioners have given you no further Know- 


ledge or Information, it cannot ſurely be ſaid, that 


by have complied with that Part of your Lordſhips 
der. 

It may perhaps, be impoſſible for the Petitioners to 
give us any particular Inſtances of Bribery, or of Me- 
naces, without naming the Perſons who gave, or the 
Perſons who received the Bribes ; without naming the 
Perſons who threatened, or the Perſons who were 
threatened 3 but, my Lords, is not this the very Rea- 
lon why you joined the two in one Order? You were 
ſenſible, that particular Inftances could not be given 
without naming the Perſons, and therefore, that the 
Petitioners might not miſtake your Meaning, you or- 
dered them to give you the Perſons Names as well as 
the Inftances; and if it be impoſſible for them to give 
any Perſon's Name, it is certainly equally impoſlible 
for them to give you any Inſtances either of Bribery 
or Threatening z but this being contrary to what they 
have told you in their Petition, I mult therefore con- 
clude, that they know ſome of the Perſons mer 


may ſeem to impeach the Juſtice or the Propriety of an 
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but refuſe to comply with your Lordſhips Order þ 
th at Reſpect; and indeed they have taken Care ny 
to affirm poſitively in any Part of the Anſwer ng 
before us, that they do nat know any of the Perf 
Names; for when they ſay, that were they to 
both as Accuſers and Witneſſes, it would be impeſſhi 
. for them to inform your Lordſhips, who were the Py 
ſons, that in the Courſe of this Examination, a 
from the Teſtimony of future Evidences, may appey 
to have been concerned in the above-mentioned Pn 
| tices; it cannot be preſumed, that they mean to {i 
more than that they do not know all the Perſons, 
by ſuch Examination may appear to have been en 
cerned 3 but fſlill they may know ſome of the Pe 
ſons, they muſt know ſome of them, otherwiſe th: 
could not have ſaid in their Petition, that they wen 
ready to lay Inſtances of illegal Practices before thi 
Houſe ; and therefore it cannot be ſaid, that they hay 
complied with your Lordſhips Order fo far as 
poſſible for them to comply with the ſame. 

I ſhall grant, my Lords, that it is not legal to len 
any regular Troops in a Place where an EleQion itt 
be, or to march any Troops to ſuch a Place at tix 
Time of an EleQion, unleſs there appear ſome vet 
good Reaſon for ſo doing: But if Tumults and Rio 
ſhould happen, or if the Magiſtrates of the Plc 
ſhould receive certain Information, that ſome ſuch wer 
intended, they might certainly call in his Majeſiyi 
+ Troops for the Preſervation and Quiet of his Majeſhyi 
Subjects; and if any Enquiry ſhould be made into thi 
Affair, which upon this very Account, I wiſh then 
may, it will be made appear, that there was very go 
Reaſon for having that Regiment near the Place © 
EleQion, and that whatever they did, was done by 
proper and a legal Order: But if it were otherwik 
if there was any Thing illegal done by the Regimen 
the Officer who commanded that Regiment at ti 
Time, is the firſt Perſon to anſwer for it, and muſt i 
preſumed guilty, *till he can clear himſelf by ſhewill 
that he had Orders from a ſuperior Officer for what | 
did, and ſuch Orders too as he could not diſcover to 
illegal ; for if the Orders ſhould upon the very Fit 
of them appear to be contrary to Law, I do not think 
ſuch Orders would juſtify the Officer who obeyed then 
The Petitioners therefore ought certainly to have name 
the Officer who commanded that Regiment, as ny 
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the Perſons guilty of the illegal Prad ices they complain 
of; and that it was in their Power to do this, is I think 
acknowledged of all Sides. From all which, it is, in 
my Opinion, evident, that the Petitioners have not in 
any Reſpet complied with your Lordſhips Order, and 
therefore you muſt certainly agree with the noble Lord 
in the Reſolution he has been pleaſed to propoſe. 

But now, my Lords, as ſome Things have been 
thrown out, even in this Debate, againſt the Order 
agreed to by this Houſe, I hope your Lordſhips will 
give me Leave to add a few Words in Vindication of 
your Order. I ſhall agree with the noble Lord, that by 
our Law no Man is to be loaded with what is properly 
called an Accuſation without the Oath of ſome Wit- 
neſs ; but then before that Accuſation, which at Com- 
mon Law is called an Indictment, can be drawn up, 
before any Witneſs can be examined, the Perſon's 
Name, and likewiſe the particular Crime with which 
he is charged, muſt be made known to the Court, or 
to ſome Perſon belonging to the Court, and intruſted 
by the Court for that Purpoſe ; upon this Information 
the Indietment is formed, and the Witneſſes are exa- 
mined before the Grand Jury, in Order to their finding 
the Bill: This is the Courſe at Common Law, and 
this is a Method which ought to be followed in all 
Courts, and in all Caſes relating to the Puniſhment of 
Crimes. This is the very Method which this Houſe 
now defires to follow z we only want ſuch an Infor- 
mation as may enable us to form or draw up an Accu- 
lation, and then we are to examine Witneſſes, to ſee 
it there is any Ground for the Accuſation, to ſee if 
there is any Reaſon for proceeding further in the Pro- 
ſecution. . 

With Reſpe&t to Enquiries into Crimes or Miſde- 
meanors, either before this Houſe or the other, I do 
not, my Lords, remember to have heard that there 
vas ever. any ſuch Enquiry ſet up in either Houſe, 
unleſs where the Perſons were named, and the PraQi- 
ces particularly ſet forth by thoſe who defired the En- 
Whquiry z or that both were ſo particularly deſcribed, 
that every Member might eaſily and certainly judge 
who were the Perſons pointed at, and what were the 
Crimes they were to be accuſed of : I have often heard 
t faid, that Compariſons go upon all four, but the 
Compariſon made, between the Enquiry now propo- 
ſed, and the Enquiry lately made relating to the _ 
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Sea Company, is a Compariſon which is ſo far from 
going upon all four, that it Has not fo much as ons 
Leg to put to the Ground, In the South-Sea Enquiry 
the Diſpoſal of the Eſlates of thoſe who were Direc, 
tors of that Company in the Year 1720, was a Faft 
particularly mentioned, and the Fact propoſed to be 
enquired into; and as that Money was under the Mz. 
nagement, and muſt have been difpoſed of by thoſe 
who were afterwards DireQors of that Company, if 
any Frauds had been committed in the Diſpoſal of that 


Money, they were the only Perſons that could be guilty, 


the only Perſons that cauld be profecuted, and their 
Names were well known; ſo that in that Caſe the 
Names of the Perſons were known, and the particular 
Inftance, the particular Fact to be enquired into, wis 
mentioned in the very Reſolution of this Houſe ; and 
in that Caſe it happened, that after we had given the 
South-Sea Company a great deal of Trouble, after we 
Had given ſeveral private Gentlemen a great deal dt 
Trouble, we at Jaſt found we had proceeded to an Enquiry 
a little too raſhly, and without any ſolid Grounds; 
which I am convinced would be the Event of the En- 
quiry now propoſed, if we ſhould enter upon it without 
any further Information than we have at preſent. 
With Reſped, my Lords, to what has been fail 
about the Duty of a Coroner, I muſt be of Opinion 
that if Perſons of the beſt Character ſhould come in 
inform him that a Murder had been committed, the 
Body buried and the Murder concealed, and yet ſhould 
refuſe to, give him the leaft Hint of the Perſons ſuppo- 
Ted to be guilty, or the leaſt Circumſtance by which 
the Corener could judge of the Grounds' of their Sufpi- 
cion 3 I ſay, my Lords, that if a Coroner ſhould upon 
ſuch a general Information order the Body to be taken 
up, and give the Relations and Friends of the Deceaſed 
a great deal of Trouble, he would be very much dla. 


med ; and would have great Reaſon to be aſhamed of 


his Weakneſs and Credulity, if at laſt it ſhould appear, 
that the Deceaſed had died a fair and natural Death: 
Nay, even tho' his informers had told him in general, 
that they had heard the Deceaſed was certainly murdered) 
by Poiſon, without telling him by whom, at what, 
Time, or in what Manner adminiſtered, ſuch a general 
Circumftance would no Way excuſe the Coroner's officious 
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If it were poſſible, my Lords, to jugge in the preſent 
Caſe of the Truth of Facts, without knowing the Names 
of the Perſons ſaid to have been concerned in thoſe Facts, 
then the latter Part of your Lordſhips Order would have 
been uſeleſs, and conſequently would in fo far have been 
improper ; but in the Caſe before us, without knowing 
the Perſons Names ſaid to have been concerned in the 
Practices complained of, it is impoſſible for us, upon our 
own Judgment, to determine, whether we have any 
Ground to preſume, that thoſe Facts were really com- 
mitted ; becauſe it is upon the Characters and Circum- 
fiances of the Perſons ſaid to be concerned, that our 
Judgment muſt in this Caſe principally depend; and I 
am ſure, without a ſtrong Preſumption of the Truth of 
the Facts complained of, it would be wrong in us to 
enter into an Enquiry :; This I take to be the true Reaſon 
why we deſired to have the Perſons Names, why we 
agreed to that Order as it now ſtands ; and therefore I 
cannot ſee how any Lord who was for that Order, can be 
for our proceeding to an Enquiry into this Aﬀair, *till 
that Order be fully comply'd with. R 

There is no Man, my Lords, can have a greater Re- 
eard for the noble Lords Petitioners than I have; no 
Man can have a greater Regard for their Opinion, as to 
the Veracity or the Probability of what they relate, 
than T ſhall have upon this and every other Occaſion ; 
but I hope they will excuſe me, for not allowing m 
Behaviour in this Houſe to be directed by their Opinion: 
If they have a Mind that I ſhould be of their Opinion, 
if they have a Mind that I ſhould believe the Facts they 
relate, as their Relation does not proceed from their own 
Knowledge, they muſt give me the particular Reaſons, 
they muſt give me the particular Circumſtances upon 
which they have founded their Opinion as to the Truth 
or Probability of what they relate; then, and not till 
then, I ſhall be able to form ſome Opinion of my own; 
and till I can form an Opinion of my own, till I can 
convince myſelf that there is at leaſt a high Probability 
that ſome illegal Practices were made Uſe of at the late 
Election of Peers for Scotland, I cannot agree to our en- 
tering upon an Enquiry into that Affair. | 

I hope, my Lords, I have as great a Regard for the 
Honour of this Houſe as any Lord can have; but for 
this very Reaſon I cannot yet agree to any Enquiry into 
this Affair; I think it inconſiſtent with the Honour and 


Dignity 
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Dignity of this Houſe to enter raſhly into any Meaſure, 
1 think it inconſiſtent with that Regard we ought to 
have for the Eaſe and Tranquility of the Subject, to 
enter into a ſolemn Enquiry into ſuppoſed Crimes, with- 
out very ſufficient Grounds to ſuſpe& that ſome ſuch 
were really committed; for by all ſuch Enquiries, ſome 
particular Men muſt be put to great Trouble and Ex- 


pence 3 and by raifing a general Ferment, the Tranqui- 
lity of the whole Nation will be diſturbed. I likewiſe 


Hope, my Lords, I have as great a Veneration for the 


Independency of Parliament as any Man ; but as we 


ought to be independent of the Crown, or the Miniſters, 


ſo we ought not to depend upon the Opinion of any 
Number of Subjects, nor ought we to depend upon vul- 
gar Rumours, or general Clamours : I do not know that 


there is in the preſent Caſe any general Clamour for an 


Enquiry, at leaſt I have never heard of any ſuch ; but if 
there were, we are not for that Reaſon to proceed to an 
Enquiry : No, my Lords, we ought coolly to examine 
the Grounds, the Foundations of that Clamour; and if 
we find it has been artfully raiſed, without any ſolid 
Foundation, we ought to deſpiſe it; for if neglected and 
contemned it will fink, it will vaniſh of Courſe. I beg 
Pardon for taking up ſo much of your Lordſhips Time, 
about what I really think is not the Queſtion before us 
at preſent; but I have ſo great a Regard for the Honour 
of this Houſe, that I thought myſelf obliged to ſay 
ſomething by Way of Reply, in Vindication of an Order 
of this Houſe, ſo ſolemnly agreed to, and therefore I 
hope your Lordſhips will excuſe me. 


The Queſtion was then put for a Reſolution, accord- 
ing to the Motion above mentioned, which was agreed 
to upon a Diviſion, by go to 47. 


This Motion was made by the Earl of C. and 
was ſupported by the Duke of Ne and the Lord 
H-—y ; and it was oppoſed by the Lord B t, the 
Earl of Ch —— 4, the Lord G——r, the Earl of 
1, and the Earl of St &. 


Againſt this Reſolution the following Proteſt was en 
ter'd upon the Journals, viz, 


Niſſentient® 
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1. Becauſe it was agreed in the Debate, conformable 
to the Rules of Reaſon, that no Impoſſibility was re- 
quired from the Lords Petitioners ; and though we allow 
that they have not literally comply'd with the Order; 
yet we think the Aſſertion in their Anſwer, that it is 
impoſſible for them to inform the Houſe who are the 
Perſons, that in the Courſe of the Examination, and 
from the Teſtimony of future Evidences may appear to 
have been concerned, was ſufficient to ſatisfy the Houſe, 
that they have not wilfully diſobey'd the Order. 

And from the Nature of Things, we conceive it im- 
practicable for the Lords Petitioners to name all the Per- 
ſons who may be concerned in thoſe illegal Proceedings; 
for although the Offers of Places, Penſions, and other 
Gratuities, muſt be preſumed to come from Perſons in 
Power, yet ſuch Offers may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be 
convey'd by Under-Agents ; and we muſt alto obſerve, 
that if thoſe Under-Agents ſhould be publickly named 
before Examination, they may either be prevail'd upon 
to abſcond, or to take the whole upon themſelves, to 
skreen Offenders of higher Rank. 

We muſt further declare, it is our Opinion, that ſuch 
corrupt and dark Deſigns as are ſpecify'd in the Anſwer, 
may have been carry'd on with that Secreſy and Dexte- 
rity, that although a moral Certainty may appear of 
their having been executed, the Perſons concerned in the 
Execution may never be diſcovered ; yet this good Ef- 
fect might have ariſen from the Enquiry, that the Le- 
gillature would have found Means to prevent ſuch per- 
nicious Practices for the future, and even in that Caſe, 
the Lords Petitioners, by bringing this Affair before the 
Houſe, would have done a real Service to the Peerage of 
Scotland, to this high Court of Judicature, and to the 
whole united Kingdom. 

2, Becauſe we can no ways conceive, that the going 
on upon this Examination, without having the Names 
of the Perſons produced, could be attended with any 
poſſible Injuſlice to, or Hardſhip upon, thoſe who might 
afterwards be named by the Evidence; on the contrary, 
ve are perſuaded, that ſuch Ferſons would have an Ad- 
vantage which could not happen in any other Courſe of 
Proceeding, the whole Matter of the Accuſation would 
lie open to them, the Witneſſes againſt them would be 
known, who could not afterwards be ſuffered to 2 
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from their Teſtimony, and the Houſe would in Juftic 


allow ſuch Perſons a full Time to anſwer the Accu. 
tion, and to bring up Witneſſes (if neceſſary) to proyg 
their Innocence. Neither is this looked upon as an Ac. 
cuſation at preſent; for (as it was juſtly obſerved) 
there are no Accuſers, nor Perſons accuſed, but we ap. 
prehend it to be the moſt proper Subje& for a Parliz. 
mentary Enquiry, that can poſſibly be brought before 
this Houſe. . 

3. However, it may be neceſſary in the Courſe of 
other Proceedings, whether upon Impeachments or Ap. 
peals brought before this Houſe, that all the Perſon 
concerned ſhould be named, we can by no Means think 
it neceſſary to upon an Enquiry, no final Sentence being 
then to be given, and thoſe Rules which are conſiſtent 
with Juſtice in the former Caſes, muſt, in our Opinion, 
tend to obſtruR all Juſtice in the latter: We cannot con- 
ceive that an innocent Perſon, who ſhould happen to be 
named in the Courſe of ſuch an Examination, can poſſ- 
bly be deprived of the Means of making his Innocence 
appear : But we can well foreſee, that guilty Perſons 
(and thoſe probably of the higheſt Rank) may eſcape by 
ſuch a Method, which, impoſing an Impoſlibility on the 
Informants, muſt, as we apprehend, tend to defeat all 
Parliamentary Enquiries ; and therefore could not be, in 
our Opinion, within the Intention of the Order. 

4. Becauſe the Matters ſpecify'd in the Anſwer, are of 
ſuch a Nature as ſeem only proper to be examined in 
this Houſe; and had the Lords Petitioners ſought a Re- 
medy any where elſe, they might have been juſtly cen- 
ſured : We apprehend therefore, that the pinning them 
down to the preciſe Words of the Order, may be attended 
with this fatal Conſequence, that all Parliamentary En- 
quiries may be render'd much more difficult hereafter, 
which may probably give ſuch Encouragement to cor- 
rupt Miniſters, that they may be prompted to make the 
moſt dangerous Attempts upon the Conſtitution, and 
Hope to come off with Impunity : Such Apprehenſions 
naturally ſuggeſt the melancholly Reflections, that our 
Poſterity may ſee the Time when ſome of thoſe Lords, 
who fit upon a more precarious Foot than the reſt of the 
Houſe, having, through Motives of Virtue and Honour, 
oppoſed the evil Defigns of ſome future Miniſter, for 
that, and that alone, may be excluded at an enſuing 


Election; and though the whole World may be — 
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of the Cauſe of their Excluſion, no Remedy may be 
found, but their Caſe may become a Subject of national 
Concern, Indignation, and Reſentment. 


Scarſdale, Strafford, Litchfield, 


Bruce, . Abingdon, Beaufort, 
Bolton, Boyle, Denbigh, 
Warrington, Thanet, Cobham, 
Bedford, Berkſhire, Bridgwatey, 
Suffolk, Aylesford, Angleſea, 
Shaftsbury, Gower, Bathurſt, 
Cheſter field, Huntingdon, Haverſham, 
Craven, Maſham, Northampton, 
Coventry, Grahame, Macclesfield, 
Foley. 


Immediately after this Reſolution was agreed to, a Mo- 
tion was made to order, That the Petition be diſmiſſed. 


The Argument for the Motion was in Subflance as 
follows, viz. 


My Lords, | 
HEN the Petition now before us was firſt pre- 
ſented, I was of Opinion, that it was conceived 
in ſuch general and obſcure Terms, as not to deſerve, on 
its own Account, the leaſt Countenance or Conſideration 
from this Houſe 3 and I am perſuaded it was not on 
Account of any Matter contained in the Petition, that 
your Lorſhips did not reje& it immediately, upon its 
being preſented. The Regard you have been pleaſed to 
ew to it, was certainly on Account of the noble Peers 
who ſign it, and in this I heartily concurred, becauſe 
for all of them I have the greateſt Eſteem : For this 
Reaſon your Lordſhips were pleaſed to indulge them 
vith an Opportunity to explain themſelves, and to clear 
up that Obſcurity in which their Petition was invol- 
ved. This Indulgence they have made Uſe of, and in 
Obedience to your Lordſhip's Order, they have endea- 
voured to explain themſelves z but that Explanation is, 
in my Opinion, as general, and as obſcure as the Peti- 
tion which is thereby intended to be explained : Nay, in 
my Opinion, the Petition, and the Explanation, or An- 
ſwer to your Lordſhips laſt Order ſeem to be a little in- 
conſiſtent z for in the Petition they complain of undue 
Practices, and ſay that they were ready to lay before us 
8 Inſtances 
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Inſtances and Proofs of thoſe undue Practices; yet why 
we defire them to give us ſome of the Inſtances of thaj 
Practices, and gave them all the Time they could defin 
for that Purpoſe, they give us no one Inſtance of 1 
undue or illegal Practice; they give us only ſome geng 
ral Surmiſes, and tell us they cannot be more particuly 
without ſtating themſelves as Accuſers or Witneſſes, 
ſo that their Complaint is fiow as obſcure as it was 
firſt, and there is now leſs Reaſon to believe that ther 
ever were any ſuch Practices as they complain of. 

Notwithſtanding the Obſcurity of the Petition, not 
withſtanding the Inability of the Petitioners to give u 
any Inftances of the illegal Practices they complain o, 
yet, my Lords, the Practices fo obſcurely hinted at, ſeen 
to me to be of ſuch a dangerous Nature, and to affect th 
Honour of this Houſe in ſo tender a Point, that I ſhoult 
readily agree to the enquiring into them, if from th 
very Nature of the Thing there did not appear to me 
ſufficient Ground to believe that no ſuch Practices wer 
ever made Uſe of; for if it could be preſumed, that any 
ſuch undue Methods, or illegal Practices, were en 
made Uſe of at the laſt Election, that Preſumption mul 
ariſe from the Characters and Circumſtances of the Per 
ſons choſen, compared with the Characters and Circum- 
ſtances of the unſucceſsful Candidates: If the Sixtem 
noble Lords choſen to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland, 
or any of them, were Perſons of a bad Character, Per 
ſons of inferior Families or Fortunes, or Perſons of 1 
Merit, it might be ſuppoſed, that ſome undue Method 
had been made Uſe of to get ſuch Perſons returned a 
the Repreſentatives of the Peerage of Scotland in this 
Houfe : But this is not the Caſe at preſent ; the noble 
Peers who were choſem, and who, in Conſequence d 
that Choice, have now Seats in this Houſe, are Noblemen 
of as great Families, and of as large Properties, as any 
in Scotland; and as to their Perſonal Characters and 
Merit, there are none of them that have ever been in the 
leaſt ſuſpeRed of any Diſaffection to his Majeſty's G 
vernment or Family; and the Qualifications and Merit 
of every one of them are ſo well known, that it is need 
leſs for me to enlarge upon them: Nay, I will avoid it, 
becauſe they are preſent 3 for I very well know, that 
even the moſt juſt and the moſt elegant Encomiums ar 
offenſive to the Fars of Perſons of real Merit; and tbat 
the more Merit they have, the more offenfive always 
will that Praiſe be which is uttered in their Toons 
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Thus, my Lords, as no Preſumption of any illegal 
practices having been committed, can be drawn from the 
Nature of the Caſe before us, and as the Petitioners, 
notwithſtanding the Indulgence granted them, ha ve not 
been able to give us any Inſtance of ſuch Practices, nor 
even Surmiſes, but ſuch as are ſo general, that they can- 
not give the leaſt Foundation for any Accuſation, much 
leſs can they give a Foundation for your Lordſhips to 
bring the Character of any Perſon in Queſtion ; there- 
fore I muſt conclude that no ſuch Practices were commit- 
ted, and the neceſſary Conſequence of this muſt be, to 
diſmiſs the Petition, | 

But further, my Lords, the Petitioners do not even 
ſeem willing to comply with your Lordſhi ps Order; for 
though they could not, perhaps, have mentioned all the 
Perſons, that might, from the Examination of Witneſ- 
ſes, have appeared guilty of the Practices they complain 
of; yet, ſurely, if any ſuch Practices were made Uſe 
of, ſome Perſons muſt be ſuſpected, at leaſt, to have been 
puilty of them, and the Petitioners muſt have heard 
who they were that were ſuſpected to have been guilty 3 
the Names of thoſe Perſons the Petitioners might, and 
certainly would have given us, if they had intended to 
have comply'd with your Lordſhips Order; and their not 
doing ſo, I muſt look on.as a Contempt of, or at leaſt an 
Unwillingneſs to comply with your Lordſhips Order; 
the natural Conſequence of which muft in all Caſes be, 
to diſmiſs the Petition of thoſe who ſhew any ſuch Con- 
tempt or Unwillingneſs. This the Petitioners were ſen- 
lible of, and therefore they, in the Anſwer now before 
us, endeavour to excuſe themſelves by ſaying, that they 
never intended to ſtate themſelves as Accuſers of any 
Perſon whatever: Upon which I muſt obſerve, that if 
they do not intend to ſtate themſelves as Accuſers, I do 
not fee how we can ſtate ourſelves as Judges; for we 
cannot certainly act the Part both of Accuſers and Judges; 
nor ought we, I think, in any Affair, act the Part of 
Grand Jury and Judge, which would really be the Caſe 
in the preſent Affair, if we ſhould firſt examine Witneſ- 
les towards finding out who are the Perſons guilty, and 
then to ſit as Judges to try, and paſs Sentence upon the 
Perſons, againſt whom any Suſpicion of Guilt ſhall by 
ſuch Enquiry be made appear. From all which, my 

ords, I muſt think, that we neither can nor ought to 
Proceed further upon the Petition before us; and unleſs 
your Lordſhips have a Mind to ſubmit to have the * 
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of this Houſe contewned, or at leaft explained in ſuch 
Manner as Petitioners ſhall think fit, I am ſure 50 


ought to diſmiſs it, therefore I muſt move your Lon 
ſhips to order, That the Petition be diſmiſs'd, | 


To this it was anſwer'd in Subſtance as follows, vn 


My Lords, 

' GAINST the Motions formerly made in the Af 
| A fair before us I ſpoke with Surprize, but again 
that now made I ſpeak with Concern : The preſent My 
tion does not indeed ſurprize me, for it is what I « 
pected, and what I eaſily perceived was intended by th 
Motions already made; and as they were agreed to hy 
this Houſe, I am now obliged to think they were right; 
But the Aﬀair in Hand, the Petition now before us, i 
a Matter of ſo great Conſequence to the Honour and D 
nity of this Houſe, to the very Being of our Conftity 
tion, that it is with the deepeſt Concern, it is with th 
deepeſt Sorrow, I hear a Motion made in this Houſe fr 
diſmiſſing ſuch a Petition; and that upon no othe 
Foundation, but becauſe the Petitioners have not con 
Ply'd with an Order of this Houſe, in a Particular in 
which they have, I think, very evidently ſhewn it vn 
impoſſible for them to comply: And my Sorrow is fil 
eighten'd by what I have obſerved in the Debate; fr 
every Lord who has ſpoke upon one Side in this Affai, 
have made Uſe of Arguments to ſhew that it is imp 
per or unneceſſary for this Houſe to enter into any En 
quiry about the illegal Practices complain'd of; ſo thi 
if the Motion now made be comply'd with, it is the lil 
Time I expect to hear any more of the Affair now befor 
us in this Houſe ; and therefore T hope your Lordſhip 
will excuſe me if I repeat and endeavour to enforce ſont 
of the Arguments made Uſe of for ſhewing the Necelity, 
as well as Regularity, of making a ſtrict Enquiry into 
this Affair, and to anſwer ſome of the Objections ſtartel 
upon this Occaſion, | 
Buy the Arguments made Uſe of u this Occaſion 
it really ſeems to be the Opinion of ſome Lords, that 
this Houſe ought never to enquire into any illegal Prat 
tices, if by ſuch Enquiry an Impeachment, or any othe! 
Parliamentary Proceeding, may become neceſſary for tit 
Puniſhment of private Men; becauſe we are not, ts 
aid, to ſtate ourſelves both as Accufers and Judges; de 
ure not to act the Part both of Grand Jury and Ju 
4's | y 
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But this Argument, as it has no Foundation either in 
Law or the Cuftom of Parliament, I hope will never 
prevail. It is well known, my Lords, that by an En- 
quiry, we neither ſtate ourſelves as Accuſers or Judges, 
we neither act the Part of Grand Jury or Judge; we act 
no Part but that of the Guardians of the Lives, the Li- 
berties, and the Rights of our Fellow Subjects; and this 
Part, I hope, this Houſe will never refuſe to act upon 
any Occafion. If, upon any ſuch Enquiry, a Proſecu- 
tion becomes neceſſary, the Cuſiom has always been, for 
ſome Lord to ſtand up in his Place, and impeach in 
Form thoſe who are ſuſpetted to be the guilty Criminals, 
or otherwiſe we defire a Conference with the other 
Houſe, and at that Conference we communicate to them 
. what Diſcoveries we have made by our Enquiry ; where- 
upon the other Houſe becomes the Accuſer, they act the 
Part of the Grand Jury, and then we aſſume the Cha- 
rafter of Judges. This is the Method of preceeding in 
Parliament, and this Method has been ſo often practiſed, 
and is ſo well known, that I am ſurpriſed to hear any 
ſuch Argument made Uſe of againſt an Enquiry into 
the illegal Practices now complained of. 

As we may enquire into any Sort of illegal Practices, 
without ſtating ourſelves as Accuſers or Judges ; fo an 
Enquiry may, in this Houſe as well as in the other, 
proceed from, or be founded upon common Fame, upon 
the Motion of any Member when ſeconded, or upon the 
Petition of the Sufferer by ſuch Practices. I ſhall grant, 
my Lords, that we are not to depend on, or to be di- 
refted by vulgar Rumours, or general Clamours ; be- 
cauſe illegal Practices are generally reported and loudly 
exclaimed againſt, we are not to conclude that they are 
certainly true ; but I will ſay, my Lords, that a general 
Clamour is not only a Foundation for an Enquiry, but 
ſuch a Foundation as we are obliged, both in Honour and 
Duty, to lay hold on ; and in that Enquiry we ought 
firſt to examine ſtrictly into the Truth of the Practices 
complained of, and puniſh ſeverely the Offenders, if 
the general Report be found to be true; but if we find 
it to be tively groundleſs, we ought then to enquire 
into the Authors of it, in order to puniſh thoſe who 
diſturb the Nation by ſuch artful and groundleſs Re- 
ports. General Clamours ought never to be contemned, 
the People ought to be ſatisſy'd ; it is one of the chief 
Ends of our meeting in this Houſe ; and in ſuch Cafes 
| thers is no Way of ſatisfying the People, but a firiet 
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Enquiry, and a ſevere Puniſhment upon the Guilty 
ſor guilty Perſons there muſt neceſſarily be, upon all ſuch 
Occaſions, either of one Side or the other. 
That Enquiries have been ſet up in this Houſe upon 
a bare Motion is not to be controverted, becauſe the 
Enquiry already mentioned, in Relation to the South. 
Sea Company, had no Foundation but a bare Motion, 
which was, indeed, ſupported by a general Clamour of 
unfair Practices, but was without any particular Sug. 
geſtion of Fraud: And by that Enquiry, my Lords, 
ſome very odd Practices did appear; but the Enquiry's 
ending as it did, was very far from proceeding from 
our having gone raſhly into it, but from our not going 
ſo far as we ought to have gone; for we found the Affait 
we had reſolved to enquire into, ſo blended with the 
other Affairs of that Company, that there was no getting 
to the Bottom of it, without a general Search into all 
the Affairs of that Company, from the Year 1720: 
This general Search, your Lordſhips muſt remember, 
was propoſed, and if it had been agreed to, I am con- 
vinced, that Enquiry would not have ended ſo ſmoothly 
as it did, But -that there was any Thing more particu- 
lar, either with Reſpe& to the Thing to be enquired 
into, or the Perſons who might ſuffer by it in that En- 
quiry, than in what is now propoſed, I am ſurpriſed 
to hear; for as to the Thing to be enquired into, it is 
very certain, that there was not one Inſtance of Fraud, 
or of any Thing that was illegal, ſo much as mentioned: 
The only Thing propoſed to be enquired into, was the 
Diſpoſal of a Sum of Money, and if the Propoſition 
now made had been only to enquire into the late Election 
of Peers for Scotland, without mentioning any illegal 
Practices, it would have been in this Reſpe&t no more 
general than that Enquiry ; but as it ſtands at preſent, 
it is certainly much more particular. | 
Then as to the Perſons; it is very certain, no Man 
was in that Caſe particularly named, or particularly de- 
ſcribed; there were many others, who might have 
been concerned in the Frauds befide the Directors, ſome 
of their Superiors, ſome of thoſe who direct the Di- 
rectors, one of the Directors of the Nation might per- 
Haps have been found to have been concerned, and if 
any Frauds had been diſcovered, it would very proba- 
bly have been found that ſome inferior Perſons, ſome 
of the Servants of that Company had been likewiſe con- 
cerned, for Directors ſeldom act without Tools; and 
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jt would have as probably been found, that ſome of 
the Directors were entirely innocent, unleſs this Houſe 
had reſolved to make another Precedent of doing Juſtice 
by the Lump, which I hope we ſhall never again have 
{ any Occaſion for; ſo that there is not the leaſt Pretence 
to ſay, that the Perſons, who might appear to be guilty, 
were in that Caſe any Way more particularly known 
than they are in the preſent : On the contrary, the Per- 
ſons guilty in the preſent Caſe, if there are any, are 
much more particularly pointed at: In the preſent Caſe, 
there could be no inferior Perſons concerned, they muſt 
be Perſons of ſome Rank in the World; ſome of them 
muſt be Perſons who have a great deal more of his Ma- 
jelty's Ear than they deſerve, and much more than this 
Houſe ought to permit them to enjoy : It cannot be 
ſuppoſed that ſuch mean Perſons, or ſuch a Number of 
Perſons, were concerned in the illegal Practices now 
complained of, as muſt have been ſuppoſed to have been 
concerned in the Management and Direction of the Soutrh- 
Ka Company's Affairs; and therefore it muſt be granted, 
that the Perſons who may, by an Enquiry, be found to 
be guilty; are much more particularly pointed to in the 
preſent Caſe than they were in the other. | 

That Parliamentary Enquiries have been often foun- 
ded on a Petition from the Perſons injured, will not, 
I am ſure be controverted. The Enquiry into the 
Hut h- Sea Company's Aﬀairs, after the famous Year 
1720; the late Enquiries into the Affairs of the Cha- 
ritable Corporation, and the Fork Buildings Company, 
are ſo many recent Teſtimonies of this Cuſtom: But, 
my Lords, was it ever before deſired or inſiſted on, 
that the Petitioners ſhould give particular Inſtances of 
the Frauds or illegal Practices they complained of ? 
Was it ever inſiſted on, that they ſhould give the 
Names of the particular Perſons they ſuppoſed to be 
guilty ? No, my Lords, it never was; and ſhall the 
Petitioners, in the preſent Caſe, becauſe they are Men 
of as high Quality, and as much injured as any that 
ever preſented a Petition to Parliament; becauſe the 
Injury they complain of, is of as high and as dangerous 
a Nature, as any that was ever complained of to Parlia- 
ment; and becauſe the Practices they complain of are 
as generally believed, and as much exclaimed againſt 
as ever any Practices were in this or any other Nation; 
ſhall they, I ſay, for theſe Reaſons be obliged to do 
More than was ever deſired of any Petitioners ? _— 
their 
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their Petition be rejected, unleſs they will ſubje& 
themſelves to the Trouble, the Expence, and the Danger 
of becoming the actual Accuſers of thoſe they ſuſpeR to 
be guilty? ' 

What is at preſent meant by our own Judgment or 
our own Opinion, I cannot comprehend ; I hope every 
one of your Lordſhips will vote in this Affair as you do 
in every other, according to your own Judgment, and 
not according to the Judgment or Direction of any 
other Perſon, either without Doors or within. What 
ſome Lords may ſuppoſe to be neceſſary, towards form- 
ing a Judgment of their own in the preſent Caſe, ! 
do not know ; but I am very ſure that in private Life, 
if a Gentleman ſhould relate a Fact, and ſay he had 
it from ſuch Authority as he could depend on, it would 
not be conſiſtent with common Decency to tell him, 
I can give no Credit to what you relate, nay, I will 
not ſo much as be at the Pains to enquire into the Truth 
of it, unleſs you give me your Authority. Conſider, 
my Lords, what-are the Authorities to be given in the 
preſent Caſe, and the only Authorities that can be 
given. The noble Lords the Petitioners have told us, 
that they have certain Information of undue and illegal 
Practices made Uſe of, towards engaging Peers to vote 
for a Lift at the laſt Election: The only Authority 
they can give for this Allegation, is the Perſons who 
told them ſo, and thoſe are the very Perſons they deſire 
to have examined at your Lordſhips Bar : Surely your 
Lordſhips would not have them to give you that Autbo- 
rity at preſent, you would not have them now to give 
you the Names of their Informers ; that would indeed 
be a Diſcovery of Evidence, the moſt open that was 
ever made, and more open than was ever defired from 
any Plaintiff in this World : This therefore, is not 
ſurely that the noble Lords would have towards aſſiſting 
them to form a Judgment of their own in the preſent 
Caſe; and yet it this be not what they want, I really 
cannot comprehend what they would have. 

In all Cafes, my Lords, where a Parliamentary En- 
quiry has been petitioned for, the Members never had, 
nor ever deſired any Thing towards forming a Judgment, 
whether the Enquiry was neceſſary or no; but only the 
CharaQter and Credit of the Petitioners, and the Nature 
of the Caſe as it was repreſented in the Petition. In 
the preſent Caſe, the Charafter and Credit of the Fe- 


titioners are as much to be depended on, as the Cha- 
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raſter and Credit of any that ever were Petitioners in 
either Houſe of Parliament; and what they relate is 
rendered ſill more probable by the very Nature of the 
Thing, and by the Experience of paſt Elections, ever 
fince the Union. I have a great Regard for the Sixteen 
noble Lords, who now repreſent the Peerage of Scotland 
in this Houſe 3 I know they are Noblemen of great 
Worth, and of as great Families and Propertics as any 
in Scotland But this is not the Caſe in Queſtion ; and 
if we look back upon all former Elections in Scotland, 
we muſt think it very ſtrange, that the Sixteen Peers 
choſen, have always been of Miniſterial Complettion, 
almoſt without Exception; and if the Completion of 
any of them altered during the Continuance. of Parlia- 
ment, we have always found them left out at the next 
Election; nay, upon all Changes of Miniſters, we have 
found the Election of the Peers in Scotland take a new 
and a general Turn : This could not, in my Opinion, 
have happen'd, without ſomething of a very extraordi- 
nary Miniſterial Influence on that Election; and this 
extraordinary Influence cannot be obtained without ſome 
uncue Methods and illegal PraQtices 3 nay, it is natural 
to ſuppoſe, that if he is not a Man of more Virtue than 
Miniſters uſually have, a Minitter will always make 
Uſe of the Power and the Favours of the Crown, which 
are at his Diſpoſal, to get ſuch a Set of Peers returne& 
from Scotland as he ſhall approve of; ſo that, from the 
Nature of the Thing, as well as from paſt Experience, 
we have all the Reaſon in the World to believe, there 
have been ſome illegal Practices made Uſe of at the laſt 
Election; and as the Honour of this Houſe, as well as 
the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, is deeply concern 
in preventing ſuch Practices; as ſuch Practices cannot 
be prevented by our ordinary Courts of Law, an Enquiry 
— this Affair is now, I think, become abſolutely ne- 
ceflary. 
As T have been ſurpriſed, at many Things I have heard 
in the Courſe of our Debates on this Affair, ſo, my Lords, 
I am not a little ſurpriſed at hearing it fill infiſted on, 
that the Petitioners have given us no Inſtances of any 
illegal Practices, nor any Information but what we knew 
before. Could any of your Lordſhips, could any Man 
breathing ſuppoſe, that Men would have been ſo auda- 
cious as to make Uſe of his Majeſty's Name to over-awe 
the Election of the Sixteen Peers for Scotland? Or that 
they would have dared to fay, that his Majeſty ever in- 
T termedled 
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termeddled in Elections, or approved of one Liſt, or « 
one Candidate more than another ? Is not this an Inftance 
af the moſt dangerous and the moſt criminal Nature? 
Threats of private Malice or Revenge might have ber 
uſed, and even the making of ſuch would have been 1 
high Miſdemeanour 3 but in Matters of Election, t 
threaten Royal Reſentment, is, in my Opinion, High 
Treaſon. Such a Practice I cannot but ſpeak of with 
Awe, becauſe of the great Name that was uſed ; but it 
is a Practice I will ſpeak of with Indignation, becauſe of 
the great Name that was thereby abuſed : To make Uſe 
of the King's Name for ſupporting or Recommending a 
Liſt made up by Miniſters, was a moſt abominable and 
moſt treaſonable Practice. His Majeſty's Name ought 
never to be mention'd in any Thing, but what is u 
pure and as incorrupted as the Gold on which his Image 
is ſtampt; and to mix any Brace, or any miniſterial 
Metal, with what bears the Sacred Name of Majeſty, is 
certainly a moſt heinous Crime, it is the moſt treaſonable 
Sort of falſe Coining. The Honour and Dignity of this 
Houſe call upon us for an Enquiry; the Preſervation ef 
the Conſtitution, and the general Voice of the People, 
call upon us for an Enquiry ; the whole Peerage of Ken. 
land, which has been ſo much injured, calls upon us for 
an Enquiry ; and this Inſtance ſhews us, that if we have 
a due Reſpett for the Honour and Safety of the King, 
which all your Lordſhips certainly have, we muſt imme- 
diately enter upon an Enquiry. 

If any undue Influence was made Uſe of upon an 
EleQtion, it was very unnatural, my Lords, to ſuppoſe 
that it chiefly conſiſted in Bribery : But could any Man 
ſuppoſe, that the Offices and Employments under the 
Crown, or the Munificence of the Crown, which ought 
only to be the Reward of Virtue and publick Service, 
would have been made Uſe of to corrupt Voters at an 
Election for Parliament? Or that the Money and Eſtate 
of the Crown, that which ought to be apply'd only to 
the Support of the Honour and Dignity of the Royal 
Family, would have been converted to the DeſtruQion 
of the Conſtitution ? This is not only Bribery, but the 
moſt treaſonable, the moſt terrible Sort of Bribery. In 
this Reſpect, then, the Petitioners have told us what we 
did not know, what none of us could ſuppoſe ; and of 
this they have given us Inflances in as particular a Man- 
ner as it was poſſible, without a Diſcovery of Evidence, 
er ſtating themſelves as Accuſers of particular Perſons, 

neither 
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neither of which was ever deſired of thoſe who peti 
tioned for a Parliamentary Enquiry. | | 
The Grievance now complain'd of, my Lords, is far 
from being new or unexpected; even at the Time of the 
Union it was apprehended, that the Election of the Six- 
teen Peers for Scotland would always be under the Di- 
rection of the Miniſters for the Time being: What has 
ſince happen'd has ſufficiently ſhewn that thoſe Appre- 
henfions were not without Foundation; and if this Pe- 
tition ſhould be rejected, it may be expected, that the 
Election of the Sixteen Peers for Scotland will foon come 
to be like the Elections of our Biſhops; a Conge d Elire 
will iſſue, and will as punctually be comply'd with in 
the one Caſe as in the other. But the Condition of the 
Peers for Scotland will be much worſe than that of the 
Reverend Bench; for the Reverend Lords the Prelates 
have their Seats in this Houſe for Life, even the King 
cannot take that Honour from them ; whereas the Peers 
for Scotland muſt always depend upon the Miniſters for 
the Continuance of their Seats in this Houſe, and will 
be ſiripp'd of that Honour as ſoon as the Parliament is 
diſſol ved, if they ever refuſe to vote according to mini- 
flerial Direction. | 
A Parliamentary Enquiry does not ſeem to me, my 
Lords, to be attended with any grievous Conſequences, 
as has been repreſented. It may, tis true, put ſome 
private Gentlemen to ſome Trouble and Expence ; but 
as the Safety of their Country is in Tuch Enquiries gene- 
rally very much concerned, I am ſure it is in this 
therefore that Trouble and Expence ought not, I am 
perſuaded it will not be regarded : And as to the putting 
the Nation in a Ferment, I am ſure, in the preſent 
Caſe, our going upon an Enquiry, will put the Nation 
into no Ferment; but our refuſing to make any Enquiry 
will certainly put the whole Nation, and particularly 
Scotland, into a very great Ferment. We ought to conſi- 
der, my Lords, the Danger the whole Nation was expo- 
ſed to, by a moſt unjuſt Rebellion raiſed in that Coun- 
try againſt his late Majeſty ; but if the Peerage of that 
Country ſhould find themſelves oppreſſed by a Miniſter, 
and ſhould find that no Juſtice could be expeRted from 
this Houſe, it may raiſe another Rebellion, or rather an 
InſfurreQion in that Country; and as they would then 
have Truth and Juſtice of their Side, it would naturally 
procure them the Hearts of all the People of England, 
and, I am afraid, moſt of the Hands, 
T 2 | it 
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If the Petition now before us, my Lords, were 
Petition that regarded only the Rights or the Privilege 
of the Petitioners, | their not having complied wit 
your Lordſkhips Order in the moſt full and ample Man. 
ner might perhaps be a Reaſon for your diſmiſſing the 
Petition ; but as it regards the Honour and Dignity d 
this Houſe, as much as it does the Rights and Priyj. 
leges of the Petitioners, your Lordſhips ought nat, 
you cannot I think in Honour diſmiſs the Petition, on 
Account of their not having complied fully and exaQtly 
with your Order : On the contrary, you ought, in my 
Opinion to retain it, that it may ſerve as the Ground- 
work of an Enquiry; and tho' you cannat now have 
from the Petitioners all the Information you defire, 
you ought, in the carrying on of that Enquiry, to take 
all the Information and Aſſiſtance they can and are 
willing to give you, with Reſpe&t to the Witneſſes it 
may be proper to examine upon that Enquiry. If by 
this Method any illegal Practices ſhould be diſcovered, 
if by their Aſſiſtance any great Criminals ſhould be 
brought to condign Puniſhment, and thereby the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of this Houſe: vindicated, and the 
Independency of Parliament ſecured, they will highly 
deſerve, not only your Lordſhips Excuſe for their 
Non-compliance with your laſt Order, but your Lord 
ſhips Thanks for the Service they have done to their 
Country; and therefore I hope the noble Lord will 
wave his Motion, and let us proceed to the appointing 
2 Day to enquire into the illegal Practices complained 
of by the whole Nation in general, as well as by the 
Petitioners in particular. ne | 


To which Anſwer was made the following Reply. 


My Lords, 2 | 
CCORDING to the Method we have lately fallen 
into, I am afraid, we ſhall never be able to come 
to the End of any Debate, If upon every new Motion 
in any Affair, Lords ſhall take the Liberty to enter 
into former Debates, to reſume all the Arguments 
they have, upon former Motions, made Uſe of, and 
find Fault with thoſe Orders and Reſolutions, which 
have been not only agreed to, but agreed to by a great 
Majority of this Houſe, this will naturally provoke 
other Lords to juſtify what they had. before given theiſ 
Conſ:nt to; this may probably occaſion 3 2 
DM Wk an 
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and, at this Rate, we ſhall have the whole Buſi- 
neſs of the Seſſion, perhaps, brought in and repeated 
in every new Debate : I hope every one of your Lord- 
ſhips will confider, what an endleſs, intricate Laby- 
rinth this may involve us into, and will therefore keep 
a little more cloſe to the Queſtion in Hand, 

My Lords, in the preſent Affair, your Lordſhips 
made an Order, that the Petitioners ſhould lay before 
this Houſe in Writing, Inſtances of thoſe undue Me- 
thods and illegal PraQtices upon which they intended to 
proceed, and the Names of the Perſons they ſuſpected 
to have been guilty of ſuch undue Methods and illegal 
Practices; and for this Purpoſe, your Lordſhips gave 
them ſuch a ſufficient Time, that even they themſelves 
have not found Fault with it: This Order they have 
not complied with, your Lordſhips have already, by 
a great Majority, reſolved, that they have not com- 
plied with it; and is not the diſmiſſing of their Petition 
natural Conſequence of that Diſobedience in them, 
and of this Reſolution which your Lordſhips have al- 
ready agreed to? I ſhall not, my Lords, enter into a 
Vindication of that Order, or of that Refolution, be- 
cauſe I ſhould thereby fall into that Error which I find 
Fault with in others: But allow me to ſay, my 
Lords, that the Petitioners might have told us who it 
was, or at leaſt who they ſuſpected it was, that made 
Uſe of the King's Name for inducing any Lord in Scot- 
land to vote for a Liſt, and they might have told us, 
who it was that promiſed, or gave Money or other 
Reward for voting for a Liſt, without telling us the 
Names of the Perſons with whom ſuch Arguments 
were made Uſe of; and this I am perſuaded your Lord- 
ſhips were fully convinced of, befure you agreed to that 
Reſolution you have juſt now come to. | 

As the diſmiſſing of the Petition is therefore a natu- 
ral Conſequence of the Reſolution your Lordſhips have 
agreed to, I cannot ſee, my Lords, why it ſhould 
give any Lord in this Houſe ſo great a Concern ; for 
tho* the Practices complained of, are ſuch as certainly 
do affect the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe, and 
the Independency of Parliament, if there are any good 
Grounds to fuſpeR that ſuch Practices were actually 
made Uſe of, your Lordſhips may, notwithſtandin, 
your diſmifling the Petition now before you, fall upon 
many Ways of enquiring into thoſe Practices: I be. 
lieve I could myſelf propoſe a very proper _— | 
| ; | or 
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for your Lordſhips to enter upon ſuch an Enquiry, if 
I thought there was a Neceſſity for any fuch. The 
Conſequence therefore of the Practices complained , ot 
the Neceſſity that there may be for enquiring into thoſe 
Practices, can be no Argument againſt our diſmi 
the Petition now before us; and in Order to act con- 
ſiſtently with the Orders and Reſolutions we have already 
agreed to, we cannot, in my Opinion, avoid diſmiſſing 
it, for which Reaſon I ſhall agree to the Motion the 
noble Lord has been pleaſed to make. | 


When the Queſtion was juſt going to be put, the Earl 
of $ d ſtood up and ſpoke to this Effect. 


My Lords, | 
1 Motion now before us, is ſo far from being 4 
natural Conſequence of the Reſolution agreed to, 
that it is directly contrary to the uſual Method of pro- 
ceeding in this. Houſe, and in all the Courts of Juſtice 
in the World. In the whole Courſe of this Affair, your 
Lordſhips have hitherto gone very much into the Me 
thods of Weſtminſter Hall, and therefore I hope you will 
follow them throughout the whole of the Affair now 
before you : In all the Courts below. the firſt Order they 
make in any Caſe is ſeldom or ever abſolute and pe. 
remptory: If their firſt Order is not complied with, 
they generally make a ſecond, ſometimes a third, which 
is called a peremptory Order; but even with Reſpett 
to the moſt peremptory Order, if the Party who is to 
comply with it ſhould make ſome Sort Compliance, but 
by Miſtake ſhould not comply with it ſo fully as he 
ought to do, ſurely the Court will give him an Indul- 
gence, and would aſſign him a new Day for re&ifying 
that Miſtake, eſpecially if he ſhould ſhew to the Court 
a plauſible Reaſon why it was not in his Power to comply 
fully with their Order, | | 
This, my Lords, is the Method of proceeding in all 
the Courts below, and this is the conſtant Method of 
proceeding in this Houſe. I remember, when this Af 
fair came firſt before us, ſome noble Lords were mighty 
fond of making it a Cauſe; and if we look upon it as 1 
Cauſe, the Motion now before us is very far from being 
a natural Conſequence of the Reſolution agreed t0: 
Do not we, my Lords, in all Appeals, make an Order 


for the Reſpondent to put in his Anſwer againſi ſuch 4 


Day ? But that Order is never abſolute and peremptory ; 
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if the Reſpondent fails to comply with it, your Lord- 
ſhips never proceed to hear the Cauſe ex parte, you al- 
ways make a new Order, for the Reſpondent to put in 
his Anſwer againſt ſuch another Day, which in that 
Caſe is called a peremptory Day ; therefore, if your 
Lordſhips are not ſatisfied with the Anſwer already 
given in by the Petitioners, I hope the noble Lord will 
wave the Motion he has made, and agree to that I now 
make you, which is, To adjourn the Conſideration of 
this Petition to this Day ſz*nnight, and to order, that 
the Petitioners, may, againſt that Day, put in a further 
Anſwer to your Lordſhips laſt Order. 


But the former Motion being inſiſted on, the Queſtion 
was put upon it, which on a Diviſion was agreed to by 
99 to 52, Proxies included. | 

After which, the Petition was, by the Forms of pro- 
ceeding in that Houſe, of Courſe rejected. 

Upon the Motion's being agreed to, for diſmiſſing the 
Petition, the following Proteſt was entered upon the 
Journals of that Houſe, viz. 

Diſſentient” 

. ECA Us E, though the Lords Petitioners have 

- not literally complied with the Order, according 
to the Senſe of this Houſe, yet they have laid before us 
Facts, that are of ſo criminal a Nature in themſelves, 
and'ſo dangerous in their Conſequence to the Nation in 
general, and to this Houſe in particular, that we think 
a due Regard to the Safety of the one, and the Honour 
of the other, required the ſtricteſt Examination. 

2. For when we confider the firſt Inſtance in the An- 
wer of the Lords Petitioners, viz. That the Liſt of 
Sixteen Peers for Scotland had been framed by Perſons 
in high Truſt under the Crown, long previous to the 
Election itſelf, and that this Liſt was ſhewn to Peers, 
as a Liſt approved of by the Crown, and was called 
the King's Lift : We are filled with Indignation, to ſee 
that great Name indecently blended with the Humour 
of Miniſters, and prophaned and proftituted to the worſt 
Purpoſes; Purpoſes that muſt neceſſarily tend to the 
Wbverſion of our Conſtitution, which we know it is 
his Majeſty's Glory and Deſire to preſerve. Such a 
criminal Attempt to skreen, or facilitate a Minifterial 
Nomination by the Interpoſition (equally falſe and il- 
lega]) of his Majeſty's Name, calls, in our Opinion, 
bor the ſtricteſt Enquiry, and the ſevereſt” Puniſhment 
2 upon 
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upon the Authors of the Fact, if it be proved, or the 
Afﬀerters of it, if it be not; but is, in our Opinion, ng 
Way to be dropt unexamined and unenquired into; 
ſuch a Precedent may, in future Times, encourage the 
worſt of Miniſters to load with his Guilt the beſt of 
Princes; the borrow'd Name of his Sovereign may at 
once become bis Weapon and his Shield, and the Con- 
ſtitution owe its Danger, and he his Defence, to the 
Abuſe of his Prince's Name, after a long Abuſe of hi 
Power. 155 
3. Becauſe the follow ing Inſtances, Liz. That Endes. 
5 vours were uſed to engage Peers to vote for this Liſt 
1 by Promiſe of Penſions and Offices Civil and Military, 
v | to themſelves and near Relations, and by actual Promiſe 
[| | and Offers of Sums of Money. That Sums of Money 
we were actually given to or for the Uſe of ſome Peers, th 
| 4 engage them to concur in voting for this Liſt, Thut 
f annual Penſions were promiſed to be paid to Peers, if 


=» = 
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Wl! they concurred in the voting for this Lift 3 ſome a 
= them to be on a regular Eſtabliſhment, and others to be 
Wl | paid without any Eſtabliſhment at all. That about the 
hi Time of this Election, Numbers of Penſions, Offices, 
Fi (of which ſeveral were nominal) and Releaſes of Debte 
[ owing to the Crown, were granted to Peers who concur: 
[4 red in voting for this Liſt, and to their near Relations] 
4 ſeem in the Higheſt Degree to affect the Honour and 
i Dignity of this Houſe ; ſince untainted Streams can 
1 hardly be expected to flow from a corrupted Source; and 

| if the EleQtion of Sixteen Peers for Scotland ſhould ever, 
by the foul Arts of Corruption, dwindle into a Miniſte- 
it rial Nomination, inſtead of Perſons of the firſt Rank, 
1 greateſt Merit, and moſt conſiderable Property, we may 
W expect, in future Parliaments, to ſee ſuch only returned, 


| who, owing their Election to the Nomination of the Mi: 

nl niſter, may purchaſe the Continuance of their precarious 

18 Seats, by a fatal and unanimous Submiſſion to his Dic- 

1 tates. Such Perſons can never be impartial Judges of his 

| | Conduct, ſhould it ever be brought in Judgment before 
this great Tribunal. 

4. Becauſe the laſt Inſtance mentioned, ['viz. That, 
on the Day of Election, a Battalion of his Majeſty's 
Forces was drawn up in the Abbey Court at Edinburgh, 
and three Companies of it were marched from Leith (i 
| Place at one Mile's Diſtance) to join the reſt of the 
Y | Battalion, and kept under Arms from Nine in the Morn- 
1 ing till Nine at Night, when the Election was e ; 

| contrary 
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tontrary to Cuftoms at Elections, and without any Cauſe 
xr Occaſion that your Petitioners could foreſee, other 
than the over-awing of the Election] We apprehend to 


general, and the Freedom of Elections in particular, 
fince, whatever may have been the Pretence, whatever 
\pprehenfions of Diſorders or Tumults may have been 


Forces abundantly ſufficient to anſwer ſuch Calls; and 
re apptehend, that the Employment aſſigned to this Bat- 
alion will give great Diſtruſt and Uneafineſs to many 
f his Majeſty's Subjects, who will fear what Uſe may 
be made of the reſt of that very great Number of Men 
now kept up in this Nation, 

5, Becauſe we conceive, that ſuch a Treament given 
to a Petition, that contained an Information of Matters 
of ſo great Importance, and figned by Peers of ſuch 
Rank, Honour and Veracity, muſt, in future Times, 
liſcourage all Informations of the like Nature. 

Tho? all the Lords declar'd their Deſign of examining 
Into the Bottom of theſe important Facts; and tho' we 
ſhould acknowledge ourſelves to be perſuaded, that it 
as their real Intention, we very much doubt whether 
the World will judge with the ſame Candour, and not 
rather impute this Diſmiſſion of the Petition to an Un- 
rillingneſs in this Houſe to enquire into Facts that are 
In their Nature fo injurivus to the Crown, fo deſiruttive 
f the Honour of Parliaments, and ſo dangerous to the 
rhole Frame of our happy Conſtitution. 

Scarſdale, Craven, Aylesford, Cobham, 
Bruce, Coventry, Gower, Bridgwater, 
Bolton, Foley, Huntingdon, Angleſea, 
Warrington, Strafford, Maſiam, Bathurſt, 
Bedford, Abingdon, Grahame, Haverſham, 

Suffolk, Boyle, Litchfield, Northampton, 
Shafts bury, Thanet, Beaufort, Macclesfield, 
Cheſter field, Berkſhire, Denbigh, 


The Houſe having been ſilent for ſome little Time 
aſter this Diviſion, at laſt the Earl of Ab———— ſtood 
up, and ſaid in Subſtance, That the Affair they had been 
upon was a Matter of ſuch Conſequence, that he thought 
it ought not to be entirely dropt: That in their former 
Debate a noble Lord, who was for diſmiſſing the Petition, 
ud told them, that tho? the Petition ſhould be diſmiſs'd, 

q U 


he 


be of the higheſt Conſequence both to our Liberties in 


alledged in this Caſe, may be equally alledged on future 
Occafions; eſpecially as we have a Number of regular 
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he could put them in a Way of enquiring into the illegy 
Practices complained of; and therefore he hoped: thy 
noble Lord would ſtand up, and propeſe fome Methy 
for their entering upon an Enquiry into that Affair. 

Upon this the Earl of I a ſtood up, and ſpch 
to this Effect: I believe, my Lords, the noble Lord hy 
miſapprehended what I ſaid in the former Debate; far 

did not ſay, nor could mean to ſay, that I would pu 
your Lordſhips into a Method of enquiring into all the 
illegal Practices complained of, becauſe I never did, 12 
do yet believe, that there ever were any ſuch PraQticn 
made Uſe of, except as to the Regiment, which is faid i 
Have been kept under Arms during the Time of the Ele 
tion ; that I believe there may be ſome Truth in. That, 
as I have ſaid before, I wiſh your Lordſhips would en 
quire info, and if you have a Mind to enter into an 
ſuch Enquiry, I believe I may be able to contrive font 
proper Method for that Purpoſe z but as I have not ye 
turned much of my Thoughts that Way, I cannot fiy 
that J am juſt now prepar'd to offer any Thing even up 
that Head to your Lordſhips Confideration, nor do I think 
it abſolutely neceſſary to be done this Night. 

Then the Earl of 45 n ſtood up again, and ſpoke 
in Subſtance thus, viz. My Lords, fince the noble Lon 
who ſpoke laſt has declin'd to offer any Method to yout 
Lordſhips Conſideration, give me Leave to offer fome- 
thing which will naturally bring you into a Method d 
making an Enquiry into the Affair you have had befize 
you. I have, my Lords, in my Hand a printed Papa, 
a Sort of a Pamphlet, at leaſt I bought it at a Pamphice 
ſhop, where it was publickly ſold, and it is entitled, Tis 
Proteſts of a great Number of noble Lords, entered 5 then 
at the laſt Election of Peers for Scotland Whether or 10 
there were any ſuch Proteſts then entered, is what I can: 
not pretend to inform your Lordſhips of; but if there 
were any ſuch, it is incumbent upon your Lordſhips d 
enquire into the Practices there complained of, and if 10 
luch Proteſts were entered, it is an Indignity offered !0 
the Peers of Scotland, whoſe Names are pretended to be 
put to them; it is an Indignity offered to the Sixteen 
Peers of Scotland now in this Houſe, to publiſh any fuch 
Forgery ; therefore the Publiſhers ought to be enquire 
into, and vught to be brought under the Cenſure of this 
Houſe ; ſor which Reaſon J deſire, my Lords, that this 
printed Paper, or Pamphlet may be read. g 
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The Earl of 5 zu ſaid, He thought it was ſome- 
thing very extraordinary to defire a Pamphlet to be read 
at their Lord ſnips Table: It was at all Times below the 
Dignity of that Houſe to have a Pamphlet read at t :1eir 
Table; but to defire any fuch Thing when it was ſo late 
was {till more improper, therefore he hoped their Lord- 
ſhips would adjourn. 

he Earl of 4.1 ſtood up again, and ſpoke 
thus : My Lords, it is ſo far from being below the Dig- 
pity of this Houſe to have a Pamplet read at your Table, 
that it is not only an uſual Practice, but it is a Right that 
every Lord has, and may infiſt on. It is a common Prac- 
tice, my Lords, when any Lord of this Houſe thinks that 
his own Honour, the Honour of this Houſe, or the Ho- 
nour of any Peer of Creat-Britain is refleQed on, by any 
Pamphlet that has been publithed, to make his Complaint 
to the Houſe, and he has a Right to have what he com- 
plains of read at your Table. Upon ſuch Occaſions I 
know it is uſual, to point out the particular Paragraphs, 
or Sentences, in the Pamphlet complained of, and to de- 
fire that they only, may be read at the Table; but in the 
pamphlet I now complain of, every Paragraph is worthy 
of your Lordſhips Conſideration, and as it is but ſhort, 
s it will take up but very few Minutes of your Time, 
| defire the Whale may be read. 

The Earl of A-——74 ſpoke next, in Favour af the 
Motion; but ſeveral other Lords till inſiſting, that a 
Pamphlet ought not to be read at that Table, the Lord 
B—— ft ſtood up and ſpoke thus, iz. My Lorde, 
fince your Lord{hips do not ſeem inclined to have a prin- 
ted Paper read at your Table, I ſhall offer you ane in 
Writing. I can inform your Lordſhips, that ſuch Pro- 
teſts as are mentioned in that printed Paper, or Pamphlet, 
which has been diſperſed over the whole Kingdom, were 
actually entered upon the Journal of the laſt Election of 
Peers for Scotland, and were ſigned by a great Number of 
the Peers of that Kingdom: Of. thoſe Protefis I have 
2 in my Hand an authentick Copy, a Copy taken from 
the Regiſter or Journal ef that Election, ſigned by the 
two principal Clerks, and witneſſed by two Gentlemen, 
Who are now attending in the Lobby, and ready to de- 
Clare, upon Oath, at your Lordſhips Bar, that they col- 
lated it with the Journal, and that it is a true Copy: 

The reading of this at your Lordſhips Table, I hope you 
Vill not think below the Dignity of this Houſe; and aa 
I think it inconſiſtent with the Honour of this Houſe ta 

U 2 | adjonrn, 
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adjourn, notwithſtanding its being ſo 
* Near Ten o'Clock late, “ without making ſome Step to. 
at Night, Wards enquiring into an Affair which 
| ſo much concerns the Preſervation 

our Conſtitution, and which has made ſo much Noif: 
over the whole Kingdom, therefore I hope you will in. 
mediately proceed to take into your Conſideration what! 
now offer, or appoint a ſhort Day for that Purpoſe. 

Upon this it was moved to adjourn, and the Motion 
being infifted on, the Queſtion was put, which wy 
carried in the Affirmative, by 73 to 29. 

Whereupon the following Proteſt was entered upon the 
Journal, viz, | 


Diſſentient? 

Becauſe we can by no Means think it eonſiſtent with 
the Honour of the Houſe to adjourn, without appointin 
a Day (as was propoſed) to conſider of a Matter, al lowel 
univerſally to be of the higheſt Importance: And ve 
Have Reaſon to apprehend, that Poſterity, upon the pe. 
ruſal of the Journal of this Day, may be induced to 
think, that this Houſe was not inclined to permit the 
TranſaRions of the late Election in Scotland to be brought 
under Examination, in any Shape whatſoever ; the Me. 
thod propoſed being, as we conceive, clear of all the 
Objections which were made in Relation to the Petition, 


Scarſdale, Boyle, Denbigh, Craven, 
Bruce, Tlanet, Cobham, Maſham, 
Bolton, Shaftsbury, Bridgwater, Northampton, 
Warrington, Berkſhire, Angleſea, Coventry, 
Bedford, Aylesford, Bathurſt, Grahame, 
Suffolk, Gower, Haverſham, Macclesfield, 
Strafford, Litchfield, Cheſterfield, Foley, 
Avingdor, Beaufort, Huntingdon, Maynard. 


We ſhall now give our Readers the following State of 
the National Debt, which was laid before the Houſe of 


Lords the firſt Seſſion of the preſent Parliament, viz. 
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H Jaſt Campaigns in Germany and Italy 
ESR affording no conſiderable Scene of Action, 
Ip Br we ſhall defer the Account of them, and 
B70) the Affairs of Poland, until we have fi- 
LT =O) niſhed the Debates and Proceedings of Par- 
liament, as far as Opportunity will per- 
mit : This Method is the more agreeable to us, becauſe 
we underſtand it will be ſo to the Generality of our Rea- 
ders, who are certainly much more intereſted in the Be- 
haviour and Conduct of the Guardians of their Liberties, 
than in even the moſt important Actions of Foreigners; 
ſince Foreigners have it not in their Power to ruin us 
near ſo ſoon, either by open Breach of Treaties, private 
Intrigues among us here at home, or Conqueſis on our 
Allies abroad, as our Repreſentatives would do, ſhould 
they at any Time prove unfaithful to the Truſt we ure. 
poſe in them, and abuſe the Power we give them at their 
Election. Wherefore, it ſhall always be our Method for 
the future to give the Preference to Parliamentary Af: 
fairs; and as our laſt Number was entirely taken up 
with the Petition of the fix Scotch Peers, and the Suc- 
ceſs of that important Piece, ſo we now reſume the Pra. 
ceedings and Debates of the Commons, which we were 
obliged to break off for want of Room in Number 80. 


-_ 


CREAT BRITAIN. 


Continuation of the Debates and Proceedings in the firf 
| eſſion of the preſent Parliament. 


N Friday the 14th Day of February the Houſe of 
Commons, (according to Order) reſolved itſelf in. 
to a Committee of the whole Houſe, to confider further 
of the Supply granted to his Majeſty ; and it being then 
moved, that the Committee ſhould reſolve, That the 
Number of effective Men to be provided for Guards and 
Garriſons in Great Britain, and for Guernſey and Jerſey, 
for the Year 1735, ſhould be (including 1815 Invalids, and 
555 Men, which the ſix independent Companies conſift of for 
the Service of the Highlands) 25,744 Men, Commiſſion and 
Non-Commiſſion Officers included. A Debate thereupon en- 
ſued, in which the principal Arguments for the Motion 
were in Subſtance thus : | 


SIR, | | 

HOUGH we are not as yet any Way engaged in 

the preſent War; yet ſuch Events may happen, as 

may make it abſolutely neceſſary for us to engage on 
either one Side or the other. The Affair of Poland, 
which is the only Motive, the only Bone of Contention, 
Ditherto publickly avow'd, is an Affair with which this 
Nation has but very little to do; but if that ſhould ap- 
pear not to be the real Motive, or if Succeſs ſhould en- 
courage either Side to extend their Views, and to puſh 
their Conqueſts, the Balance of Power may at laſt be 
brought into real Danger; and then, for the Sake af 
preſerving the Liberties of Furope, upon which the Li- 
berties of this Nation will always depend, we mult take 
a Share, a principel Share in the War, This is the 
Danger we are expoſed to at preſent, and it may not 
perhaps be ſo remote as ſome People pretend to imagine: 
This is what has made his Majeſty become a Sort of 
Mediator for reſtoring the Peace of Europe, and for re- 
conciling the contending Powers, before Succeſs of either 
Side ſhall have encouraged them to extend their Views 
ſo far, as to take away all Hopes of ſucceeding in that 
Wey; and his Majeſty has already puſhed his Negotia- 
tions with ſo much Vigour, that a Plan of Peace will 
ſoon be offer'd to all the Parties concerned; a Plan fo 
| reaſonable, 
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reaſonable, and ſo well adapted to the Honour and In- 
tereſt of all the Parties concern'd, that whoever refuſes 
to hearken to it, will thereby make it manifeſt, that 
their ſecret Views are much more extenſive than any 
they have hitherto openly declared. 

From hence, Sir, I muſt conclude, that we ſhall be 
very ſoon able to determine. whether we muſt engage in 
the War or not: If that Plan be accepted, if both Par- 
ties appear willing to agree to reaſonable Terms, then 
we ſhall attain our Ends; the Peace of Europe will be 
reſtored, the Balance of Power will be preſerved without 
engaging in the War, without ſubjecting this Nation to 
any Inconvenience, or to any great Expence ; but if rea- 
ſonable Terms ſhould be haughtily rejected by either 
Side, what will the Conſequence be? We muſt then ne— 
ceſſarily take a Share in the War, and that ſpeedily, left 
the weaker. Side ſhould be quite overwhelmed : It is 
therefore very much our Intereſt at preſent to take every 
Meaſure that may contribute towards rendering his Ma— 
jolty's Endeavours ſucceſsful, that may contribute to- 
wards inducing, or even compelling, every one of the 
contending Powers to accept of that Plan which his Ma- 
jeſty, in Conjunction with his Allies, is to offer to them; 
and, in my Opinion, nothing can contribute more to— 
wards theſe great Ends, than our having ſuch a ſtanding 
regular Force, as may convince all the Parties concern'd 
that we are in earneſt, and that we have it in our Power 
to alter the Scale whenever we have a Mind ; for this 
Reaſon I can bardly imagine that any Gentleman in this 
Houſe will oppoſe the ſmall Augmentation of our Land: 
Forces now propoſed, when he conſiders how ſmall an 
Expence it will be to the Nation, and how many Mil- 
lions we may be obliged to expend, if, by refuſing ſuch 
a ſeaſonable Expence, we ſhould at laſt make it neceſſary 
to in vol ve ourſel ves in a heavy and expenſive War, 

The Profperity of this Nation, or at leaſt our Security, 
depends upon. the Tranquility of our Neighbours: While 
they are at Peace, while they are living in Plenty and 
Eaſe, they. will always conſume more of our Manu- 
factures, and all the other Conveniencies of Life, than 
when they are involved in Blood and Confuſion ; and. 
conſequently we ſhall always have, in Times of Peace, 
greater Demand for the Manufactures and Produce of 
our Country than in Time of War. Beſides, while they 
Continue at Peace, the Balance of Power can be in no 

nger ; but the Events of War no Man, no Nation can 
X 2 . depend 
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depend on; and therefore every one, and this Nation 
among the reſt, may be deeply affected by the extraordi- 
nary Succeſs, or the rapid Conqueſts of any one Power 


160 


in Europe. Let us not therefore grudge a ſmall Expence, 


when it may evidently contribute towards reſtoring Peace 
and Tranquility among our Neighbours, upon which 
our own Proſperity and Security does and always muſt 
depend. 

Our Houſe is not, *tis true, as yet on Fire, but our 
Neighbour's is all in a Flame; and when our Neigh- 
bour's Houſe is in Flames, it is Time for us to prepare 
the Engines which are neceſſary for preſerving our own, 
The proper Engines for preſerving this Nation from 
thoſe Flames of War which are now blazing in Europe, 
are a powerful Fleet, and a ſufficient Body of regular 
well diſciplined Troops, ready to march at the firſt 
Word of Command, in order to extinguiſh thoſe Flames 
which may at laſt approach us too near, or may become 
ſo fierce as to endanger our being involved. This, Sir, 
will give Weight to his Majeſty's Negotiations, it will 
make all the Parties concerned give a due Attention to 
what may be propoſed by his Majeſty's Minifters, for 
reſtoring the Peace of Europe ; for a Miniſter, whoſe 
Equipage confiſls of a large Body of good Troops, will 
always be better hearkened to, than one whoſe Equipage 
conſiſis only of a great Number of fine Pages and uſeleſs 
Footmen. | | ; 

From agreeing to the Augmentation propoſed, we may 
therefore ex ped, Sir, that the Parties now at War will 
be prevented from forming any ambitious Views, either 
againſt this Nation, or againſt the Balance of Power; 
and if any ſuch Views have already been formed, the 
Projectors will find themſelves under a Neceſlity of lay- 
ing them aſide ; by which Means we ſhall be able to 
reſtore the Peace of Europe, and eſtabliſh the future Se- 
curity of this Nation, without expoſing ourſelves to the 
Inconveniencies, the Misfortunes, and the doubtful E- 
vents of War, and without putting ourſelves to any fur- 
ther Expence: From a contrary Behaviour, let us con- 
ſider what we are to expect: Will not France and her 
Allies from thence conclude, that they may go on and 
conquer ; that they may place upon the Imperial Throne 
a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon; and that England is 
not now, as formerly, apprehenſive of the growing 
Power of France, or concerned about, the Preſervation of 
a Palance of Power in Europe : Theſe are Conclutes 
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which, I am ſure, no Engliſhman ought to give them an 
Opportunity to make; for the Continuance of the War, 
3s a certain Conſequence of ſuch Concluſions ; and if it 
ſhould continue, we mult engage in it, or we, as well 
as the reſt of Europe, muſt ſubmit to be Slaves to the 
Conqueror. Thus the Danger of not agreeing to what is 
propoſed, is infinitely great; in agreeing to it there is 
no Danger, and the Expence is inconſiderable ; it is not 
only inconſiderable, but likewiſe, take it in what Light 
you pleaſe, it will be uſeful ; if it has the wiſh'd-for 
Effect, if it procures a Re-eſtabliſhment of the publick 
Tranquility, the Uſefulneſs of it muſt be acknowledged 
by all; but if it ſhould fail of the Effect deſired, it will 
till be of great Uſe, becauſe it will enable us to join 
ſpeedily and with Vigour in the War. 

To me, Sir, it is evident, that the ſmall Expence 
now propoſed, may prevent an infinite Expence and an 
infinite Danger, and therefore I muſt think we are at 
preſent ſomething in the Caſe of a Gentleman (ſuppoſe 
in the Iſle of Ely) whoſe Eſtate is in great Danger of 
being overflow'd by the Decay of, or ſome Breach in 
thoſe Dykes and Mounds which were made to prevent 
Inundations : In ſuch a Caſe, ſuppoſe the Gentleman's 
Stewards and Managers ſhould come to him and tell him 
of his Danger, and that the Dykes might then be re- 
paired for a ſmall Expence, but that one Flood or two 
might make ſuch a Breach, as would coſt him near the 
Value of his Eſtate to repair: Would not that Gentle- 
man be very much in the Wrong, would he not be mad, 
not to hearken to ſuch Repreſentations, and put himſelf 
toa ſmall immediate Charge, in order to prevent the 
entire Ruin of his Eſtate ? 

Our preſent Caſe, Sir, is the very ſame; one ſucceſs- ' 
ful Campaign, two or three compleat Vittories would 
not only involve us neceſſarily into the War, but would 
make ſuch a Breach in thoſe Barriers, by which the Li- 
berties of Europe are preſerved, :s would coſt an infinite 
Treaſure and a vaſt Effu ſion of Blood before it could be 
made up. This is a Danger, which is apparent from 
thoſe general Circumſtances which are publickly known; 
but there may be particular private Tranſactions con- 
certed, or now carrying on, which would demonſtrate 
the Neceſſity of what is now propoſed: Theſe his Ma- 
jeſty may probably have diſcovered; and from the Ex- 

perience we have of his Majeſty's great Regard for the 


Eaſe of bis People, we may, I think, conclude, * 
e 
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Houfe, without running the Risk of difappointing all 
the Meafures he has concerted for defeating any ambi. 
tions Projects that may have been formed, and for reſſo- 
ring the Peace of Europe, and thereby preventing this 
Nation's being obliged to engage in the War. 


To this it was anſwered in Subſlance as follows: 


SIR, | : / x 
Wiſh Gentlemen would be more cautious of bringing 
his Majeſty's Name into every Debate that happens 

in this Houſe. I am perſuaded no Gentleman in this 
Houfe doubts of his Majeſty's ſincere Regard for tha 
Eaſe of his People, or of his Wiſdom and Conduct in 
all Matters which are honeſtly and fairly laid before 
him : Theſe are Queſtions which can never be properly 
brought before us. Upon this Occaſion, as well as upon 
all other Occafions of the ſame Nature, it is not his Ma 
jeſty's Regard for the Eaſe of his People, but the Regard 
his Miniſters have for the Eafe of his People that we 
are to conſider, it is their Wiſdom and Conduct that are 
now under our Conſideration; and, in my Opinion, this 
Houſe has no great Reaſon to depend much upon either: 
J am fure the Generality of the Nation have no great 
Confidence in either; and therefore, if we ſpeak the 
Language of our Conſtituents, which I hope will always 
be the Language of this Houſe, we cannot depend fo 
much upon their Wiſdom and Conduct as to load the 
People with any additional Expence, for no other Reaſon 
but only becauſe the Miniſter has told us it is neceſſary. 
This is a Method of proceeding which no Man ought 
to agree to in any Caſe, but eſpecially in a Caſe which 
is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of 
our Country, 

The Hon. Gentleman, Sir, was very much in the 
right to argue from general Circumſtances, and ſuch as 
are publickly known ; for particular Care has been taken 
that we fhould not have any Thing elſe to argue from: 
But if we argue only from ſuch Circumſtances, we muſt 
conclude, 


% 
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nclude, that we are neither concerned in the War, nor 
n be concerned in its Event. If we have nothing to 
with the Affair of Poland, if we are no way engaged 
protect the Emperor's Dominions in 1taly, ſurely we 
ve no Concern in the War; and as to the Event, 
race has declared they will not pretend to keep any of 
Conqueſts they make; they have declared, they have 
o Intention to make any Gonqueſts or to extend 
heir Dominions, but that their only Aim is to eſtabliſh 
anifiaus upon the Throne of Poland; and the other two 
lilies have declared, that they have no other View 
ut to eſtabliſh and preſerve the Neutrality of 1taly e 
heſe are the only Circumſtances that are publickly 
nown, and from theſe neither this Nation nor the Ba- 
ance of Power can be in any Danger. 
What particular Reaſons may we have not to truſt to 
hoſe Declarations, I ſhall not pretend to determine; 
ut all the other Princes and States of Europe, not al- 
ady engaged in the War, ſeem to put their Truſt in 
ew, becauſe none, of them have as yet put themſelves 
) any Expence, or made any Preparations: Nay even 
e Princes of Germany feem to think their Country in 
Danger, for ſome of the chief of them fill continue 
uttal, and thoſe who have joined in the Declaration 
War, have great Numbers of Troops unemploy'd, 
hich certainly would all be ſent to the Riine, if they 
hought their Country was in any real Danger of being 
onquered, or that France had a Deſign to impoſe an 
mperor upon them: While they remain ſo ſecure, 
hile they give themſelves ſo little Concern about the 
vent of the War, why we ſhould be fo terribly 
rightened, why we ſhould imagine that France has a 
beſign to conquer Germany, and to place one of the 
duſe of Bourbon upon the Imperial Throne, I cannot 
omprehend: I am ſure no ſuch Intention can be pre- 
umed from any Circumſtance yet publickly known; 
nd I hope we do not think that either Spain or Sardinia 
is a mind to conquer Germany, or that France would 
low them, if either or both were able to accompliſh 
uch a Nefign. From publick Circumſtances, therefore, 
can fee no Reaſon we have now, or indeed ever had, 
0 put ourſelves to any Charge, or to make any Prepa- 
ions; and if there be any private Reaſons, they muſt 
de ſach, I ſhould think, as concern us in particular, 
xeauſe if they related to the Balance of Power, and 


mſequently to Europe in general, the other Courts of 
Furcpe 
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Europe, particularly the Dutch, would certainly hy 
diſcovered them as well as we; nay, if they had g 
it would have been the Duty of our Miniſters to! 
diſcovered them, not only to the Dutch, but to all 
Princes of Europe; for whatever Danger there mij 
be in diſcovering them to this Houſe, there could n 
ſurely be any Danger in difcovering' them to th 
Courts which have as deep a Concern as we have in d 
| Preſervation of the Liberties of Europe. 

As no Part of our late Tranſactions has ever by 
laid before this Houſe, as all ſuch Lights have be 
denied us, I do not know, Sir, but there might be yi 
vate Reaſons for our being particularly concern | 
the Event of the preſent War: If there are any ud 
they muſt proceed from ſome of our late TranſaQion 
and in that Caſe, thoſe Tranſations ought to have bee 
laid before this Houſe at the very Beginning off 
War, that we might from them have ſeen our Dany 
and might have provided for our Safety in Time. k 
to inlinuate, that either of the Parties now engaged | 
War may have ambitious Views againſt the Liberties: 
Europe, is an inſinuation that is contradicted by the k 
haviour of all the Princes and States of Europe, not i 
ready engaged in the War; and is therefore an Infin 
tson that cannot, in my Opinion, have any Weiz 
much leſs a Weight as to prevail with any Member 
this Houſe to load his Conſtituents with an additio 
Charge, or to ſubje& the Liberties of his Country | 
an additional Danger. 

We are next told, Sir, that tho* neither Party m 
at preſent have any ambitious View, yet they m 
form ſuch Views, and in order to prevent their formin 
any ſuch, we muſt put ourſelves to a great Expen 
we muſt make great Preparations z this will ſhew thet 
we are in earneſt, and will make them give Ear to ti 
reaſonable Plan of Peace his Majeſty, in Conjundii 
with his Allies, is to offer: Whereas if we make "| 
ſuch Preparations, France will conclude, we have | 
all Apprehenſions of the growing Power of that Kit 
dom, and that we have no Concern for the Preſervatilt 
of the Balance of Power. For God's Sake, Sir, c 
Gentlemen be ſerious when they argue at this Rate 
Can Fran:e, or any Power on Earth, imagine that 8 
will look tamely on, and ſee the Liberties of Eur! 
overturned z or can the Addition of 7 or 8000 Mt 


to our Army add any Thing to their Dread 1 „ 
c owe 
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power? They all know, and France in particular has 
Reaſon to know, the Strength and Power of this Nation, 
when wiſely managed and prudently exerted ; if there- 
fore they form any ambitious Views, if they re ject the 
juſt Terms of Peace that are to be propoſed by his Ma- 
jefty, or if they deſpiſe the Mediation that has been 
offered; it cannot proceed from any Contempt they have 
of the real Strength of this Nation, but from a Con- 
tempt of the Councils by which that Strength is to be 
exerted: This is a Contempt which, I am afraid, they 
have already conceived; and if we ſhould agree to the 
Propoſition now before us, without ſeeing any Reaſon 
for ſo doing, I am ſure either the Wiſdom or the Inte- 
grity of this -Houſe will ſuffer conſiderably, in the 
Opinion of the World buth abroad and at home. 

Another terrible Thing we are this Day taught to ap- 
prehend, is, that Succeſs may inſpire one of the Parties 
engaged in War, with an ambitious View of overturn- 
ing the Balance of Power : That two or three compleat 
Victories may make it abſolutely neceſſary for us to en- 
pipe immediately in the War; and that therefore we 
ought to prepare in Time, that we may be ready to fly 
to the Relief of the Unfortunate, before they are quite 
overwhelmed: Upon this, Sir, I ſhall only ask if any 
Gentleman in this Houſe can imagine that Germany, 
Poland, and Muſcovy, (for I think I may now ſay they 
are united) can be conquered in one Campaign; or ſup- 
pofing the other to be the unfortunate Side, can they 
imagine that France, Spain, and Italy can be conquered 
in one Campaign. If any Gentleman can imagine ſuch 
a Thing, with him I ſhall not pretend to argue; but 
with thoſe who cannot, which I believe is the Majority 
of this Houſe, I think I may contend, that neither Side 
can in one Campaign be reduced ſo low, but that the 
united Force of Britain, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, 
thrown in early the next Campaign, will be ſufficient 
for their Relief, and for obliging the proudeſt Conquerer 
to ſubmit to reaſonable Terms; in which Caſe we ſhall 
have the whole Winter to prepare, and till then *tis 
certainly quite unneceſſary for us to put ourſelves to any 
Expence. | | 

As this Day ſeems to be a Day of Paradoxes, among 
the reſt we have been told one with Reſpe& to our 
Trade. We are told, Sir, that the Proſperity of this 
Nation depends upon the Tranquility of our Neigh- 
bours; and that in Times of Peace. there is always a 
| Y greater 
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greater Demand for the ManufaQures and Produce (f 
this Country than in Time of War. This, Sir, is f 
far from being a juſt Maxim in Trade, that the direh 
contrary is true. The chief Part of the Produce 
this Country, conſiſts in the Neceſſaries and not the 
Luxuries of Life, and conſequently our Neighbour 
will always conſume as much of ſuch Sort of Things in 
Time of War as in Time of Peace; but the Difference 


is, that when their Heads are not diſtratied, nor their 


Hands diverted, by any foreign or domeſtick War, they 
have Time to apply themſelves to Tillage, they have 
Time to apply themſelves to Manufactures of all Kind 
they have Leiſure to think of and to improve all the 
Arts of Peace, and by ſn doing they furniſh themſelve 
at home with a great many of. thofe Neceſſaries, which 
in Time of War they are obliged te purchaſe of us, 
This is not only evident in Theory, but it is confi 
med by Experience; for our Trade has ſuffered more 
by the domeſtick Improvements made by our Neighbour, 
during this laſt Jong Tranquility in Europe, than it hu 
done by any other Means, except the heavy Duties we 
have laid upon ourſelves, and the great Trouble and 
many Fees and Perquiſites we have ſubjected our Mer. 
chants to, both in importing and exporting their Goods 
and Merchandize ; which Incumbrances will in Time 
moſt certainly ruin every Branch of our Trade, if ve 
do not take Care to remove them ſpeedily, by paying of 
thoſe Debts by which they have been occaſioned, And 
as to our Security, it can never be diflurbed by any 
Broils among our Neighbours, unleſs the Balance cf 
Power ſhould be brought into real Danger, which our 
Neighbours upon the Continent would take better 
Care of than they do, if we did not upon all Occaſion 
ſhew ourſelves ſo mighty officious as to do it for them. 
It is an eaſy Matter, Sir, for any Man who has ! 
quick Invention and a ſtrong Imagination, to form imi- 
ginary Dangers, and to frighten Fools with Phantoms. 
In Time of Peace we are frightened with Invaſions, 
becauſe our Neighbours have their Troops quartered 
upon their Coaſts, and have nothing elſe to do with 
them: In Time of War we are frightened with Inv 
fions, becauſe our Neighbours have great Armies in the 
Field, though no Power in Europe has any Quarrel with 
us : In Time of Peace we muſt keep a more numerous 
Army than is conſiſtent with the Liberties of a free 


People, in order to prevent a War's breaking 21 In 
| 2 ime 
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Time of War we muſt add to that Army, and put our- 
felves to a great Expence, in order to reſtore the publick 
Tranquility, and preſerve the Balance of Power, tho' no 
other Nation in Europe appears to be in the leaſt appre- 
henſive of its being in Danger. Thus, Sir, we are al- 
ways in a Fright, and, for what I know, our Apprehen- 
ſions may at laſt become ſo extravagant, that if Angria, 
the Eaſt· Ind ia Pirate, ſhould fit out any greater Number 
of Grabs than uſual, we muſt fit out a Squadron and 
augment our Land-Forces, for fear of his coming to 
make an Invaſion upon us. By this, Sir, I do not mean 
to infinuate, that we are now in no Danger ; I do not 
know but we may : But whatever Danger we may be in, 
Iam very ſure it does not appear from any Circumſtances 
yet publickly known, nor from any Thing that has as 
yet been communicated to this Houſe, and therefore I 
cannot agree to Toad the People with any new Charge : 
If the Danger is ſuch as cannot be immediately commu- 
nicated, it muſt be ſuch as cannot be immediately ap- 
prehendeds and if we are only like to be in Danger, 
we ought to follow the Example of our wiſe Neighbours 
the Dutch, in putting our People to no Expence, and 
in reſerving our whole Strength to be vigorouſly exerted 
againſt thoſe whoſe future Deſigns ſhall ſeem any way to 
threaten the Safety of Europe. 

We have been told, Sir, that the Danger of not agree- 
ing to what is now propoſed is infinitely great; but that 
in agreeing to it there is no Danger; Sir, in my Opi- 
nion, it is directly otherwiſe. I ſhall firſt conſider it 
with Reſpe& to our foreign Affairs. It is certain, that 
the Regard we are to expect from Foreigners muſt always 
depend upon the Efteem they have of the Strength of 
the Nation, and of the Wiſdom of thoſe Councils by 
which that Strength is to be directed. The Strength of 
the Nation does not ſurely conſiſt only in the Troops we 
have on Foot, or the Squadrons we have at Sea, but upon 
the Number of Troops we are able to raiſe and maintain, 
and the Squadrons we are able to put to Sea; therefore 
it is certain, that the adding 7 or Soco Men to our 

nd-Forces; or the Squadrons we have already fitted 
out, can add nothing to the Opinion Foreigners have of 
dur Strength; this they all know we could do whenever 
we had a Mind, and they know we can do much more 
when we find ourſelves juſtly provoked; but the putting 
ourſelves to ſuch extravagant, ſuch needleſs Expence, 
den no Man can ſay that we are in any real and im- 

* 2 mediate 


168 The Hiſtorical Regiſter N 83 


— — 


—— 


mediate Danger, when no Man can ſay we have received 
any juſt Provocation, will certainly give Foreigners, a 
very mean Opinion of our Councils, and Strength with- 
out Wiſdom is generally miſapplied, and is always con- 
temned ; ſo that if any Thing diſappoints his Majeſty's 
Endeavours for reſtoring the Tranquility of Europe, if 
any Thing makes his Mediation contemned, it will be 
our agreeing, to the Prop»fiti-n now before us: I ſhall 
add to this, Sir, that the Armaments we have made and 
are (till making, can oblige neither of the Sides engaged 
in War, but may probably give great Offence to one or 
t'other, by which we may draw a War upon ourſelves; 
our Armaments may very probably unite ſeveral of the 
Powers of Europe againſt us, while by the Inattion of 
thoſe Armaments we may be deprived of every Ally; 
therefore, with Reſpe& to our foreign Affairs, the Dan- 
ger of agreeing to what is propoſed is infinitely great, 
in not agreeing to it, there is, there can be no Danger. 
But, Sir, with Regard to our domeſtick Affairs, the 
Danger is more apparent, and much more terrible, The 
keeping up of a numerous Standing Army in Time of 
Peace, or the keeping of ſuch an Army in this Ifland 
even in Time of War, is abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
the Liberties of this Nation. The Gentlemen, or at 
leaſt ſome of them, who ſupport this Motion, talk of 
an Army of 18,000 Men as always neceſſary to be kept 
up within this Iſland, in Time of Peace, as well as in 
Time of War. This, Sir, is the true Secret of thi 
Day's Motion; thoſe Gentlemen know, that when 
Peace is reſtored, the Nation will infiſt upon a Reduc- 
tion's being made in the Army, therefore, think they, 
let us now increaſe the Army, that when Peace is te- 
flored we may ſtop the Mouths of the Diſaffected (a8 
they cali them) by making a Reduction of the Troop! 
we are now to add: And thus, Sir, we ſhall have 
Standing Army of 18,009 Men ſaddled upon us for ever. 
As I am of Opinion, that an Army of 18,000 Men is i! 
ieaſt 10,000 more than we aught to have in Time 
Peace, as J am of Opinion that ſuch a numerous Army, 
all under the abſolute and arbitrary Will of the prime 
| Miniſter for the Time being, can be neceſſary for no End 
but that of enabling the Minifter to trample upon the 
Liberties of his Country; therefore I think, with Re- 
ſpeR to our domeſtick Affairs, the Danger of agreeing t 
what is propoſed is infinitely great, and that in rejecting 
it with Diſdain, as it ought to be, there is no 9 
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Whether our Houſe be on Fire or not, is what no Man 
can tell, from any Thing that has been communicated 
to us, or from any Thing he can know as a Member of 
this Houſe 3 but this I am ſure of, that whether our 
Houſe be on Fire or not, the Engine-keepers, and thoſe 
who are by them to get either Riches of Power to them- 
ſelves, will always endeavour, if they can, to perſuade 
us, that our Houſe is in Danger; when there is no Fire 
in the Neighbourhood, they will tell us, we ought to 
pay them for their Engines, in order to have them ready 
to march at the firſt Word of Command, becauſe a Fire 
may ſuddenly break forth; and when there is a Fire in 
the Neighbourhood, they will then tell us we. muſt have 
their Engines, becauſe though the Fire be then at a great 
Diſtance, it may at laſt approach too near, ſo as not to 
give Time to ſend for the Engines ; therefore, when the 
People's Money is to be diſpoſed of, I hope this Houſe 
will always depend upon their own Judgment, and not 
vpon the Advice of thoſe who have the Direction of any 
Engine. As for Miniſters, they muſt expect Regard and 
Eſtee m, not from their Equipage, but from the Wiſdom 
and Addreſs of their Negotiations 3 for a Miniſter with 
a blundering Head, or one that is ſent upon ridiculous 
Errands, will make as ſorry a Figure with an Equipage 
of regular Troops, as he ever did, 'or can do, with fine 
Cloaths, and an Equipage of gaudy Pages and uſeleſs 
Footmen ; and I am atraid the Aſs's Ears will appear 
much more conſpicuous under a well-burniſh'd Head- 
Piece, than ever they did under a well-powder'd Pe- 
ruke. 

The other Parallel, Sir, that has been drawn, is very 
much to the preſent Purpoſe, if it had been properly 
related. We are in the very Caſe of a Gentleman who 
is told by his Steward, and the Workmen employ'd by 
that Steward, that his Eſtate is in great Danger of being 
overflow'd by the Decay of, or ſome Breach in thoſe 
Dykes and Mounds, which, as they ſay, were made to 
prevent Inundations: The Gentleman is ſurprized at 
this, knowing that there were never any Dykes or 
Mounds made upon his Eſtate for preventing Inunda- 
tions, but what were made by Nature; that his Eſtate 
could not be overflow'd, without ſome artificial Inle's 
made, or even Windmills, or Fire-Engines, prepared 
and ſet up for that Purpoſe: He anſwers, Gentlemen, 
you really ſurprize me, I can hardly believe there is a 
Poſſibility in what you relate; however, I'll go along 
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with you, and examine every Part of my Eflate, and 
will then take ſuch Meaſures as may be proper for 

reventing the Danger : Upon this, the Steward and 

is Workmen are in a Fright, they know that the In. 
lets were made, or the Windmills ſet up, either by 
themſelves or by ſome of their Maſter's Neighbours, with 
their Connivance, and therefore they reply, O Lord, Sir! 
you muſt not examine into Particulars, the Breaches are 
of ſuch a Nature, that if you but look upon them, they 
will become irreparable; give us but a ſmall Sum of 
Money, and an Order for ſuch of your Tenants as we 
ſhall name, to attend and aſſiſt us, we can now caſily 
make up the Breach; but if you delay, or offer to exa- 
mine into it, the Reparation will coſt you more than 
the Value of your Eſflate : If ſuch a Gentleman ſhould 
comply blindly with ſuch a Demand, I am ſure, Sir, 
it muſt be granted, that if he was not mad, he was very 
much under the Management of his Steward. 

Now, Sir, that I have ſet the Parallels mention'd of 
the other Side in their true Light, give me Leave to 
draw one of my own, which I think very appoſite to the 
Caſe before us, conſidering that the Motion fo viſibly 
tends to the keeping up of a great Standing Army, even 
in Time of the moſt profound Tranquility: Suppoſe a 
Country Gentleman took into his Head a Whim to keep 
a Lion in his Houſe, for no other End but to pleaſe and 
divert the Spectators; ſuppoſe his Neighbours, his 
Friends, nay even his own Children, ſhould repreſent to 
him, that it was very dangerous to keep ſuch a fierce 
Animal in his Houſe ; that while it was young it might 
continue harmleſs, and might now and then play ſome 
pretty Tricks to divert him, but that ſuch Animals, 
when they began to grow old, were apt to take wicked 
and malicious Freaks : In ſhort, let us ſuppoſe that 
every Man but the Keeper and thoſe under him, who 
knew they could not otherwiſe preſerve the lucrative 
Poſts they poſſeſſed, ſhould adviſe the Gentleman to 
diſpach this Animal from his Houſe, but the Gentleman 
rejetts all Counſels but thoſe of his Keeper and Under- 
keepers: At laſt the Animal takes one of its natural 
Freaks, or inſtigated perhaps by the Keeper, on a Suſpi- 
cion of his going to be diſmiſſed ; and having got an 
Opportunity, ſeizes upon his Maſter, treads him under 
Foot, and tears his Heart from his Boſom; would not all 


the World agree, that tho* the Keeper ought to be hang 
the 
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the Maſter highly deſerved the Miſchief he had met 
with ? 

To conclude, Sir, while the Dutch and all the other 
States of Europe, not yet engaged in the War, ſhew (6 
little Concern about it, while even the Princes of Ger- 
many ſhew ſo little Inclination to exert their whole 
Strength upon the Occafion, I cannot think the Balance 
of Power in any iminent Danger; and if there is any 
Danger threatens this Nation in particular, in God's 
Name let it be told; when we know what it is, or from 
whence it is to be apprehended, we may eaſily take ſuch 
Meaſures as may prevent it; but do not let us, under 
imaginary Pretences of diſtant foreign Dangers, ſubject 
our Conſtitution to a real, an imminent domeſtick Dan- 
ger; for what will it avail us to preſerve the Liberties 
of Europe, if under that Pretence we deſtroy our own? 


The Reply was to this Effect, viz, 


N the Queſtion now before us, it is with the greateſt 
Diffidence that I ſtand up to give my Opinion; for 
the Con jucture now under our Conſideration is, I think, 
the moſt difficult and the moſt critical, of any that ever 
happen'd ſince I have had the Honour to be a Member of 
this Houſe, To add to the Heavy Burdens my Country 
already labours under, is what I ſhall never agree to, 
but with the greateſt Reluctancy; but on the other 
Hand, if through an ill-tim'd Piece of good Husbandry, 
I ſhould contribute towards involving my Country in 
Calamities, which by a ſmall but ſeaſonable Expence, 
might have been prevented, it would give me the great- 
eſt Uneaſineſs. Whatever Advantage we may draw from 
the Tranquility of others, it is certain we muſt always 
draw great and many Advantages from our own ; and it 
it as certain, that let the Deſigns of the Parties engaged 
in War be at preſent what they will, we may be deeply 
concerned in its Event : If either the preſent Deſigns 
ſhould be puſhed too far, or new and ambitious Deſigns 
encouraged and ſet up by Succeſs, we muſt neceſſarily at 
laſt be involved, and this is what we ought, if poſſible to 
prevent. This I take to be the true and only Defign of 
the Augmentation now propoſed ; it is ſo ſmall that L 
cannot look upon it as deſigned to engage us in the War, 
but to prevent our being engaged, and for this Reaſon, L 
think, we may the more eaſily agree to it, 


Whether 
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Whether the Balance of Power be now in Danger, 9 
whether this Nation in particular be now in Danger, i 
not the Queſtion before us, but whether both may n 
be in Danger by the Event of the preſent War; and thi 
I really think cannot be made a Queſtion. In ſuchy 
Caſe we are not to be direted by the Behaviour of other 
States, at leaſt, TI am ſure, the Reſolutions of this Houke 
ought as little to be regulated by the Example of the 
Dutch, or of the Princes of Germany, as they ought to be 
regulated by the Advice of our own Minifiers, In the 
War which was commenced before the Death of the lite 
King William, I believe it will not be denied but that 
the Balance of Power was really in Danger, and yet, for 
ſome Time after it commenced, the Dutch ſeemed, to all 
publick Appearance, as quiet as they ſeem at preſent, 
the Princes of Germany ſeemed as little concerned, nay 
ſome of them actually engaged againſt the Liberties cf 
Europe, and of their Country: Till we declared our- 
ſelves, no Prince in Europe would venture to ſtir to the 
Relicf of the Houſe of Auſtria; and therefore I muſt 
think that the outward Behaviour of all or any of the 
Princes of Europe, can never be made Uſe.df as any Ar- 
gument in this Debate : Beſides, Sir, the other Princes 
and States of Europe have no Occaſion to make any Aug 
mentation of their Forces till they are juſt ready to take 
the Field: They have, all of them, great Bodies «f 
Land Forces in continual Pay ; there is hardly an Elec 
toral Prince of Germany, but what maintains as great 4 
Number of Land Forces as are now in this Ifland ; and 
yet, I hope, it will not be ſaid, but that, if we wereto 
engage, we not only could but ought to take the Field 
with a much greater Army than either of them can 
maintain; for which Reaſon we are always under 4 
Neceſlity to begin to prepare much ſooner than any of 
our Neighbours have Occaſion to do. ; 

We may talk what we will of the Number of Men in 
our Country, and the Numbers of Ships in our Har- 
bours, but from ſuch Calculations the Strength of a 
Nation is not now to be computed. It is from the Num- 
ber of regular well-diſciplin'd Troops with which they 
may ſpeedily take the Field; and from the Number 0 
Men of War, provided with experienced Seamen, which 
they can ſpeedily put to Sea, that the Strength of a Na- 
tion is always now computed : A Number of regular 
well-diſciplined Troops, is now become as neceſſary 


either for Offence or Defence, as a well-diſciplined w_ 
| arme 
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armed Militia was of old, and the Regard a Nation is to 
expect from its Neighbours, depends now as much upon 
the former, as it depended of old upon the latter, Tis 
true, in a Country which abounds with able, well- 
bodied Men, which cur own Country does, in my Opi- 
nion, wore than any other of equal Extent, Regiments 
may be ſoon raiſed, Regiments may be ſyon augmented ; 
but a Regiment newly raiſed muſt be exerciſed for many 
Months, before it can expect to engage ſucceſsfully 
againſt an old, well-diſciplined Regiment; and even an 
old Regiment newly augmented, cannot pretend to enter 
upon immediate Aion, it muſthave ſome Time to train 
and diſcipline the new Men that have been incorporated, 
otherwiſe theſe new Men would certainly throw the 
whole Regiment into Confuſion, ſo that if brought into 
immediate Action, the Regiment would fänd itſelf 
weakened by having its Numbers encreaſed : This is the 
Reaſon, Sir, and, in my Opinion, a convincing Reaſon, 
why we ſhould always begin to encreaſe our Land- Forces 
at leaſt ſome Months before there may be a Neceſſity for 
entering upon AQtion;z and by what is now propoſed, 
the Encreaſe is to be made in the moſl proper and the 
leaſt expenſive Way, that is, by adding a Number of 
private Men to each Company in the Service, without 
raifing any new Regiments. or Companies, which could 
not ſo ſpeedily be made fit for AQion, and would, by 
encreaſing the Number of Officers, be more expenſive to. 
the Nation. | 

I am none of thoſe, Sir, who imagine that Germany, 
Poland, and Muſcovy can be conquered in one Campaign, 
and much leſs do I imagine that France, Spain, and Italy 
can be conquered in a Campaign; and yet I can imagine, 
and do verily believe, that a compleat Victory or two, 
gained at the very Beginning of a Campaign, eſpecially. 
by that Side which has hitherto had the beſt Succeſs, 
might be attended with ſuch Conſequences, and might 
bring the Unfortunate Side ſo low, if they met with no 
Relief or Aſſiſtance before the Beginning of the next 
Campaign, that to recover the Lofles of that Campaign, 
and compel the Conquerers to accept of reaſonable Terms, 
would moſt certainly coſt this Nation a vaſt Expence of 
Blood and Treaſure, even tho' we were immediately 
joined by Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, neither of 
whoſe Aſſiſtance, even in ſuch a critical ConjunRure, 
ve can pretend to depend upon with Certainty; for 
upon ſuch an Occafion ſome 7 them might loſe Dane, 

an 
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and others might expect to make an advantage by join. 
ing the victorious Side; and if we ſhould be ebliged to 
engage fingly. and without the Aſſiſtance of either of the 
three Powers I have mentioned, one unfortunate Cam- 
paign, puſhed with Vigour by the victorious Side, to 
the very Beginning of the next, might involve us in a 
tedious, an expenſive, and even a doubtful War: Where. 
as, if we put ourſelves in ſuch a Condition as to be able 
to give immediate Relief to the unfortunate Side, or to 
engage immediately againſt that Side whoſe Views ſhall 
hereaſter be diſcovered to be inconſiſtent with the Safety 
of Europe, we may then eaſily caſt the Balance, and 
may with Certainty, and in a ſhort Time be able to give 
Laws to the Conquerors. 

I ſhall admit, Sir, that France and her Allies have 
made the Declarations mentioned by the Hon. Gentle- 
man, and I do not know but they may be ſincere, but 
am ſure they're not to be truſted to; for, even granting 
that theſe Declarations are ſincere, that they have really 
no other Views but what they openly profefs, yet we 
know that Succeſs may elate the Minds of the Con- 
querors, and may make them conceive new Deſigns, 
which they could not at firſt have thought of; and 
againſt theſe we are to provide, as well as againſt any 
Deſigns they may have at preſent in Petto, which we 
Have not as yet diſcovered; for if France and her Allies 
thould over-run all Germany, get Poſſeſſion of all the 
firong Holds in it, eſtabliſh Staniſlaus upon the Throne 
of Poland, and oblige the Czarina to ſubmit to their 
Terms, I am very far from thinking that either of them 
would abide by the Declarations with which they began 
the War, I am very much afraid they would begin to 
think of making ſuch Regulations as to them ſhould 
Teem meet, both in this Country and in every other 
Country of Europe; in which Caſe I am ſure, our Con- 
ſtitution both in Church and State would be expoſed to 
much greater and more unavoidable Danger. than it can 
be from the ſmall Addition now propoſed to be made in 
our Army. 

This leads me, Sir to conſider that terrible, that im- 
minent Danger our Liberties are expoſed to, by keeping 
up a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace, which 
is a Danger that has been much exaggerated upon this and 
many other Occaſions, by the Gentlemen of the other 
Side of the Queſtion. I could eaſily ſhew, it has been 
eften ſhewn already, by Gentlemen much more . 

2 than 
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than I am, that an Army kept up from Vear to Year, 
under the Direction of Parliament, and commanded by 
Gentlemen of the beſt Families, and ſome of them of 
as good Eſtates as any in the Kingdom, can never be 
dangerous either to our Conſtitution or to our Liberties, 
were it much more numerous than it is, or is now pro- 
poſed to be; but as to the keeping up of a Standing 
Army in Time of Peace is not, nor can be now the 
Queſtion under our Conſideration. I ſhall ſuppoſe that 
there is ſome Danger in keeping up even ſuch a Standing 
Army in Time of Peace; will Gentlemen from thence 
argue, that when all Europe is in a Flame, when this 
Nation may very probably, and perhaps very ſpeedily | 
be obliged to engage in the War, we -ought not to begin 
to make Preparations? Will they ſay, that we ought 
never to make any Augmentation, or to prepare for 
War *till it is publickly declared? Can this, Sir, be a 
ſafe Maxim for any Nation? Surely no; but much leſs 
can it be a ſafe Maxim for this Nation, becauſe in Time 
of Peace we never keep up ſuch a great Body of Land- 
Forces as any, even the moſt inconfiderable of our 
Neighbours. 

I do not know, Sir, that any Gentleman has in this 
Debate declared, that 18,000 is the Number of Land- 
Forces which muſt always be kept up in this Nation, 
even in Time of the moſt profound Tranquility; how- 
ever, it has been diſcovered, it ſeems, that this is 
the Opinion of ſome Gentlemen, and that the Addition 
now moved for, is propoſed for no other Reaſon, but 
only that theſe Gentlemen may have an Opportunity of 
ſtopping the Mouths of the Diſſaffected, by reducing 
that additional Number as ſoon as the publick Tranqui- 
lity is re-eſtabliſhed. Sir, if no Reaſons had been aſ- 
ſigned for the Addition propoſed, there might have been 
ſome Room for this Preſumption ; but as other Reaſons 
have been aſſigned, as thoſe Reaſons are apparent from 
the preſent Circumſtances of Europe, I cannot fee how 
fuch a Preſumption can be made : But ſuppoſe this were 
really the Deſign of ſome Gentlemen in this Houſe, 
will not every other Gentleman be at Liberty to oppoſe 
that Deſign when the Peace is reſtored ? May not every 
Gentleman, who ſhall then have the Honour to be a 
Member of this Houſe, propoſe as great a Reduction as 
he pleaſes? Is it not as eaſy to propoſe the Reduction of 
17,000 as of 7000? And when we are fo happy as to 
nave an Opportunity to ** a Reduction, which 1 hops 
ven 2 Wi. 
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will be ſoon, the Queſtion will then come properly to be 
argued, what Number of Land Forces is neceſſary to be 
kept up in this Nation in Time of Peace? Upon that 
Queſtion, I hope as great a Number will be reduced, 
without any Regard to the Addition now made, as the 
Safety of the Nat ion can admit of; for I ſhall join with 
the honourable Gentlemen in Opinion, that we ought 
never to keep up a greater Number than is abſolutely ne- 
ceifarv for the Safety of the Nation, and the Support of 
his Majeſty's Government; ard whoever is againſt keep. 
ing up that Number, ſhall always be Jooked on by me as 
a Perſon diſſ i ffect : d to bot h. 

Before I con: lude, Sir, I muſt take Notice that from 
this Debate, as well as from a great many others, it ap- 
pears to me, that the Gentlemen employ'd in the Ad. 
miniſtration of our Affairs, are alwass in the mt tick. 
liſh Situation: If they propoſe to provide againſt Dan- 
gers, by all which Proviſions the People muſt be put 
to an Expence. they are then charged with raiſing ima- 
2inary Dangers, in order from thence to take an Oppor- 
tunity to Joad the People with new Taxes; and their 
Misfortune is, that the more careful thev have been in 
Time paſt, this Argument grows every Day the ſtronger 
againſt them, becauſe People begin at laſt to believe, 
that the Dangers which were never felt were actually 
imaginary, tho? in Reality they were prevented only by 
the Proviſions that were made againſt them; however, 
many People may come at laſt to be confirmed in this 
erroneous Opinion, by which the Miniſters may be at 
laſt refuſed thoſe Proviſions that are aQually neceſſary; 
and if, by ſuch Refuſal, any ſignal Misfortune ſhould 
befal the Nation, the Miniſters would be ſure of being 
Joaded with the blame of it, tho' they had done all that 
was in their Power to warn us of the Danger. 

I cannot really comprehend, Sir, what Sort of Infor- 
mation it is that Gentlemen want upon this Occaſion 
would they have his Majeſty fend to tell us, that there 
is a bloody War now carrying on by France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, againſt the Emperor? Surely they do not ex- 
pet that his Majeſty would fend us a particular Meſ- 
{zge, in order to acquaint us with a Piece of News that 
is known to the whole World; and as this is ſufficient 
to put us upon our Guard, and to convince us that we 
ought to begin, at leaſt, to prepare for the worſt, I muſt 
think we. ſtand in no Need of any further Information. 
{: may very probably be, that his Majeſty has not yet 

diſcovered, 
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diſcovered, whether any of the Parties engaged in War 
have any further Views than what they publickly 
wow; this I ſay may not probably have been yet diſ- 
covered, becauſe no Plan of an Agreement has as yet 
deen offered to the Parties concerned: Or it may be that 
his Majeſty has already diſcovered, that ſome of the 
part ies concerned have ſome fecret and ſome ambitious 
Views, which will oblige him to declare very ſoon 
amin them: In the firſt Caſe, his Majeſty can give us 
v0 further Intormation than what he has already given; 
hut ſuppoſe the laſt to be the Caſe, would any Gentle- 
man have his Majeſty, either by Meſſage or otherwiſe, 
diſcloſe to us che Secrets he has diſcovered, or the Re- 
ſolutions he has taken upon ſuch Diſcovery ? Would not 


ſuch a Meſſage be an open and a publick Declaration of 
War? And will any Gentleman ſay, that it would be 


wiſe in his Majelly, or in thoſe who have the Honour to 
adviſe him, to make any ſuch publick Declaration, be- 
fore he has made all the neceſſary Preparations, and is 
juſt ready to enter upon Action: In ſhort, let us put tho 
Cafe what Way we will, it is impoſſible we can have, 
Wor ought te have, any further Information than what 

every Gentleman without Doors, as well as within, 
fully knows, from the Circumſtances Europe is in at pre- 
ſent; and as theſe are, in my Opinion, more than ſuf- 
kcient for inducing every Man who regards the Safety of 
bis Country, to agree to the ſmall Expence now propo- 
ſed, I ſhall very little regard what may be thought of 
the Wiſdom or the Integrity of this Houſe; for I am 
very ſure, every Man whoſe good Opinion is worth de- 


liring, will, from our agreeing to this Queſtion approve 
ef both, | 


The Queſtion being at laſt put, it was upon a Divi- 
lion carried in the Afirmative, 261 to 208. 
The chief Speakers in Support of the Motion, were 
vir 1 — 1 ge, | B N, T $ 
1, Eſq, P——c> I. y, Member for Edin- 
wg: in Scotland, J—n H we, Eſq; Member for 
Wiltſlire, 2 e, Eſq; Sir f e, 
be. and the chief Speakers againſt the Motion, were the 
Hon. 7 EK. ne, Eſq; Member for K ſs 
and n in Scotland, his Hr the Mr of the 
Ils, Sir 7 — 0 Wo — P — 7, 
q; Oe. 
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Some of the Gentlemen who ſpoke in this Debate 
ſaid, they were for an Augmentation of our Forces, byt 
that it was their Opinion, we ought to augment then 
by taking foreign Troops into our Pay, and not by aug. 
menting our own Army; becauſe the firſt could be dif. 
miſſed without leaving any Charge upon the Nation, af. 
ter the Peace was reſtored, but the laſt would alway 
leave a Charge by encreaſing the Number of Officers «1 
Half- pay. This Objection was anſwered by informing 
them, that by an Augmentation propoſed, it was not in- 
tended to add any new Officers, but only ſo many private 
Men to each Company; ſo that when Peace was offered 
the Augmentation then made could be reduced, without 
leaving any Charge upon the Nation: With this Anſzr 
they were ſatisfied, and accordingly voted for the Que 
nion. But by other Gentlemen who were againſt th: 
Queſtion, ſeveral other Objections were made, ſuch «, 
the Danger of having ſuch a great Army in the Iſland; 
the great Burthen it was to the Places where they wer 
quartered; the taking fo many Hands from the Labour 
and Induſtry of the Nation, and thereby withdrawing f 
much of that Nouriſhment, which was neceſſary for 
ſupporting the Trade, the Riches, and the Power of the 
Kingdom; and that the adding even of private Ma 
would leave ſome Charge upon the Nation, becauſe 
when a Reduftion came to be made, the old and infrn 
would be diſcharged, moſt of whom we would be obliget 
to take in as Penſioners on Chelſea- College; whereas if 10 
ſuch Augmentation had been made, thoſe very Men 
would have continued in the Service for ſeveral Years 
longer. To which it was anſwered, That in a Time « 
ſuch publick Danger it was neceſſary to augment out 
Forces, even within the Kingdom, and therefore any 
ſmall Inconveniencies that might from thence ariſe mul 
be born with; that by encreifſing our own Troops 10 
Money was carried out of the Kingdom; that it wou! 
add to the Number of our trained Soldiers, which, ! 
any ſuture Danger ſhould ariſe, would be an Advantag 
to the Nation; that by a Man's becoming a Soldier, his 
Labour and Induſtry was not quite loit, for many of them 
were as induſtrious after Liſting. as ever they had been 
before; that old and infirm Soldiers muſt always e 
Conrſe be diſmiſſed, and new Recruits raiſed in thell 
Stead, tho' no Augmentation, were ever made. i 

After the ſaid Motion was agreed to, the fallowiln 


Motion was put, and of Courſe agreed to, viz, * RO 
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ved, that a Sum not exceeding 794,5297. 4s. 7 4. 
ebe granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the Charge of 
© the ſaid 25,744 Men, for Guards and Garriſons, and 
t other his Majeſſy's Land- Forces in Great Britain, 
6 Guernſey, and Jerſey, for the Year 1735. 

By comparing this Sum with the Sum voted for the 
Year 1734, we ſhall find an Encreaſe 147,099. 13s. 4 4. 
and the Sums granted for the Service of the Army in the 
Year 1734 having exceeded what had been granted in 
the preceding Year, by the Sum of 35,1161. 55, 3 4. 
our additional Expence for the Year 1735, on Account 
of the late War, in this Article of our Army only, 
amounts to 182,215 J. 18 5. 74, to which we muſt add 
an additional Expence in 1735 in the Article relating 
to the Forces in the Plantations, Gizraltar, &c. of 
11,7131. 9s, 2 4. being in the whole 194,0291. 7s. 94. 

On Monday the 17th of February V. Y 7, 
Eq; moved the H ſe of C ns, That the Poſt- 
Maſter-General might be order'd to lay before that Houſe 
a Copy of his Majeſty's Warrant, whereby Letters were 
permitted to paſs free of the Duty payable upon Poſi- 
Letters. Which Copy was accordingly laid before the 
Houſe upon the 19th; and upon the 26th, the ſame 
Gentleman moved, That it might be taken into Conſide- 
ration, The Warrant being accordingly read, the Houſe 
proceeded to take it into Confideration 5 upon which Oc- 
alion Complaints were made by ſeveral Members, that 
their Letters were not only charged at the Poſt-Office, 
but that they were often broke open and peruſed by the 
Clerks; and that this Practice of breaking open Letters 
was become ſo frequent, and was ſo publickly known, 
that the very End for which that Liberty was given to 
the Poſt-Maſters was entirely diſappointed ; for the In- 
tention being at firſt to diſcover any treaſonable Cor- 
reſpondence that might be carried on againit the Govern- 
nent, that Intention was render'd altogether vain, be- 
cauſe by the Practice of opening Letters being ſo fre- 
quent, and fo well known, it was certain that no Man 
would carry on a treaſonable Correſpendence by Means of 
the Poſt-Office ; ſo that the Liberty given to break open 
Letters at the Poſt-Office could now ſerve no Purpoſe, 
but to enable the little Clerks about that Office to pry 
into the private Affairs of every Merchant, and of every 
Gentleman in the Kingdom. At laſt it was inſiſted, that 
de Warrant then laid before the Houſe was not the laſt 
Warrant granted by his Majeſty, ner the Warrant by 
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which the Poſt-Maſters then adted; and therefore it wy 
moved, That a Committee ſhould be appointed to enquin 
into that Affair. 

This Motion was ſupported by E 4 L——| 
Eſq; Member for M gh in Wilthire, G——þy 
H te, Eſq; W. m P „, Eſqz R—. 
D275, Eſq; and Mr. A- n P— ry; ut 
it was a little oppoſed by Sir R e nt 
H——yP m, Eſq; but at laſt they agreed to the 
Motion, providing that Committee ſhould not enquir 
into any Thing that might tend to the diſcovering of any 
of the Secrets of the Government: And a Committee 
was appointed accordingly, 

On the 28th of Marck Mr. P r reported fron 
the ſaid Committee, That they had examined the Matter 
to them referred, and had directed him to report the ſane 
as it appeared to them, together with their Reſolution 
thereupon to the Houſe. Which Report being read, ant 
delivered in at the Table, the ſame was taken into Con. 
ſideration on the 16th Day of April, and the Reſolution 
of the Committee were as follows, viz. 

Reſolved, 
1. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the 
Privilege of franking Letters by the Knights, Citizen 
and Burgeſſes, choſen to repreſent the Commons in Par 
liament, began with the erecting a Poſt-Ofice within 
this Kingdom, by AR of Parliament, | 

2. That all Letters (not exceeding twe Ounces) fign'l 
by the proper Hand of, or direQed to any Member of 
this Houſe, during the Sitting of every Seſſion of Perli- 
ment, and forty Days before and forty Days after every 
Summons or Prorogation, ought to be carried and de 
livered freely and ſafe] y from all Parts of Great Britain 
and Ireland without any Charge of Poſtage. 

3. That it is an high Infringement of the Privilege of 
the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, choſen to repreſent 
the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament, for aty 
Poſt-Maſter, his Deputies or Agents, in Greaf Britain ot 
Ireland, to detain or delay, open or look into, by an) 
Means whatſoever, any Letter directed to, or ſigned by 
the proper Hand of any Member, without an expreſs 
Warrant in Writing, under the Hand of one of the Prin- 
Cipal Secretaries of State, for every ſuch Detaining, De- 
laying, Opening, or Looking into. 
4. That all Letters directed to any Member of this 


Houſe at any Place within the Bills of Morcality, 1 
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carried by the proper Officers of the Poſt- Office to the 
Houſe or Lodgings of ſuch Member, or to the Lobby of 
the Houſe of Commons. | 

5. That it is a notorious Breach of the Privilege of 
the Houſe of Commons, for any Perſon to counterfeit 
the Hand, or put the Name of any Member of the 
Houſe of Commons upon any Letter, in order to pre- 
vent its being charged with the Duty of Poſtage. 

6. That fuch Perſons as ſhall preſume to do the ſame, 
ought to be proceeded agrinſt with the utmoſt Severity. 

The firſt two of theſe Reſolutions were that Day 
agreed to, and on the 25th of the ſame Month the thir® 
Reſolution was amended thus : 

That it is an high Infringement of the Privilege of 
the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, choſen to repre- 
ſent the Commons of Great? Britain in Parliament, for 
any Poſt-Maſter, his Deputics or Agents, in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, to open or look into, by any Means 
whatſdever, any Letter directed to, or ſigned by the 
proper Hand of, any Member, without an expreſs War- 
rant in Writing, under the Hand of one of the Principal 
Secretaries of State, for every ſuch Opening or Looking 
into, or to detain or delay any Letter, dire&ed to, or 
figned with the Name of any Member, unleſs there ſhall 
be juft Reaſon to ſuſpe& ſome Counterfeit of it, without 
an expreſs Warrant of a Principal Secretary of State as 
aforeſaid, for every ſuch Detaining or Delaying. 

Then the three other Reſolutions were ſeverally read 
a ſecond Time, and agreed to without any Amendment. 

On the 21ſt of February the Houſe went again into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of 
the Supply granted to his Majeſty, when they came to 
ſeveral Reſolutions, which were on the 24th agreed ta 
by the Houſe and were as follow, viz. 

© That a Sum not exceeding 215,7100. 6s. 54. + be 
© granted to his Majeſty, for maintaining his Majeſty's 
© Forces and Garriſons in the Plantations, Minorca and 
© Gibraltar, and for the Proviſions for the Garriſons at 
© Anafolis Royal, Canſo, Placentia and Eibraltar, for the 
* Year 1736. -- | 

© That a Sum, not exceeding 10, 273 J. 1s. 74. f be 
© granted to his Majeſty, for defraying ſeveral extraordi- 
© nary Expences and Services, incurred Anno Dom. 1734, 
and not provided for by Parliament. 
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© That a Sum not exceeding 18,850 J. gs. 2 d. be 
© granted to his Majeſty, upon Account, for Out-Pen- 
< ſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, for the Year 1735. 

By comparing the Sum granted by the firſt of theſe 
Reſolutions, with the Sum granted for the ſame Purpo. 
fes in the preceding Seſſion, our Readers will ſee, that 


our additional Expence upon this Article for the current 


Year, amounts to 11,9131. gs. 24. 

Immediately afier theſe Reſolutions were agreed to, 
Sir V m . ſtood up, and moved to read 
the Journal of the Houſe of the 5th of December. in the 
2d Year of the Reign of King Milliam and Queen Mary, 
in Relation to the Report from the Committee, to whom 
the Conſideration to the Eſtimates and Accounts relating 
to the Army, Navy, and Treaſury were referred, which 
was accordingly read. Then he moved to read the Jour- 
nal of the Houſe of the gth Day of November. in the 
third Year of the Reign of their ſaid Majeſties, in Rela- 
tion to the Appointment of a Committee, to inſpect the 
Eſlimate of the Charge of their Majeſty's Navy for the 
Year 1692; and the ſame being read accordingly, he 
then moved, That the ordinary Eſtimate of his Majeſty's 
Navy for the Year 1735, might be referred to the Con- 
ſideration of a ſelet Committee, and that they ſhould 
examine the ſame, and report the Facts with their Opi- 
nion thereupon te the Houſe. 

The Argument in Support of this Motion was in Sub- 
Nance as follows, viz. 


SIR, 

HEN I reflect upon the long Peace this Nation 

has had the good Fortune to enjoy, I am ſurpri- 
Ted to conſider how bad an Uſe has been made of it by the 
Publick, how ſmall a Part of our publick Debts has 
in all that Time been paid off; but when I conſider the 
vaſt Sums that have been yearly raiſed in all that Time, 
when I confider that the People have not been made quite 
free of any one Tax which the preceding War brought 
upon them, nor any Tax, except one only, in the leaſt 
diminiſhed, I am really aſtoniſhed: I cannot compre- 
hend how it was poſhble, in every Year of this long 
Term of Peace and Tranquility, to find ſo much as 
plauſible Pretences for putting the Nation to ſuch a vaſt 
Expence; and I mult think, if our Parliaments, for 
theſe twenty Years pan, had follow'd the laudable Ex- 
ample laid dewn in the Precedents now read to you, _ 
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had always appointed a ſelect Committee, to conſider 
and examine the Eſtimates yearly laid before them, it 
would not have been poſſible to prevail with them to 
agree that ſuch an Expence was neceſſary. 

This, Sir, I wiſh had been done by every Parliament, 
not only for theſe twenty Years paſt, but by every Par- 
liament ſince the Revolution: But as it is never too late 
to do well, and as this is the firſt Seſſion of a new Parlia- 
ment, I hope we ſhall begin to follow that Example 
which was ſhewn by the firſt Parliament after the Revo- 
lution, I hope it will not be faid, but that Parliament 
had as good Reaſon to put a Confidence in the Admini- 
{tration as this Parliament has, or as any Parliament 
had ſince that Time; and yet we find that Parliament, 
in their very firſt Seſſion, paſſing an AQ, and by Ballot 
appointing Commiſſioners, for taking and examining 
the Accounts of all publick Monies, and reſolving that 
no Perſon ſhould be one of thoſe Commillioners, who 
had any Office of Profit, or was accountable to their 
Majeſties; and their Care of the publick Money, in 
their ſecond and third Seſſions, we may collect from the 
Journals now read to us. For this Reafon I am convin- 
ced, that what I am now to propoſe cannot be reflected 
on, as ſhewing the leaſt Diſreſpect to his Majeſty, or as 
tending to ſhew a Diffidence in our preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion. It is only ſhewing that prudent Care of the 
People's Money, which we ought always to ſhew as their 
Repreſentatives, even tho* there were no particular Rea- 
ſon for our being ſo careful. 

But at preſent, Sir, we have a particular and a very 
melancholy Reaſon for reſuming the ancient Ufage of 
Parliament; It is well known that Eſtimates have been 
every Year laid before this Houſe, of all the Expences 
which were then ſuppoſed to be neceſſary for the enſuing 
Year; and notwithſtanding thoſe Eſtimates were very 
extraordinary, and much larger than were ever before 
uſual in this Nation, yet in every Year ample Proviſion 
has been made for the Expences of the enſuing Veur, 
conform to the Eſtimates that had been laid before the 
Houſe: This is known to every Man, and every Man 
that does know it muſt think it very odd, that in fo 
ſmall a Number of Vears ſuch a great Debt ſhould be 
contracted as is at preſent due upon Account of our 
Navy; but it muſt appear ſtill more ſurpriſing when we 
conſider, that in every Seſſion of Parliament Accounts 
have been laid, or ought to have been laid befc re this 
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Houfe, of the Deficiences, if any, of all former Grants, 
and likewiſe of all Services incurred and not provided 
for by Parliament. If ſuch Accounts had been fully 
laid before this Houſe, and rightly conſidered, they 
would certainly have been examined into in every ſuc- 
ceed ing Seſſion, the Deficiencies, if real, would then cer- 
tainly have been made good, and the Services, if- found 
to have been neceſſarily incurred, would certainly have 
been provided for, out of the firſt and readieſt of the 
Grants made for the Service of the next enſuing Year. 
This, Sir, is the natural and the only proper Way of 
providing for all Deficiencies, and for all Services incur- 
red and not provided for by the former Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment: While this Method is regularly purſued, the 
Strength of the Nation is not impaired by loading Poſte- 
rity with Debts and Mortgages, nor can the People be fo 
eaſily prevailed on to ſubmit to any extravagant and un- 
neceſſary Expence; and the FaQts being freſh in every 
Man's Memory, if any Fraud or Fallacy be artfully 
couched under any of the Articles of the Accounts given 
in, it may be eaſily diſcovered ; but when the Nation is 
thus ſecretly run in Debt, the Strength of it is daily im- 
paired 5 the People being ignorant of their Expence, 
cannot find Fault with any of thoſe extravagant Mea- 
Tures which occafioned that Expence; and when Ac- 
counts are brought into this Houſe, in ſuch a Heap, and 
after the Tranſactions to which they relate have been all 
* Paſt and forgotten, it is then impoſſible for Gentlemen, 
who peruſe them only at the Table, to diſcover the 
Fal ſhood of any of the Articles, or the Fallacies that 
may be pradtiſed in the Manner of ſtating the Accounts. 
Upon ſuch a ſlight View, Sir, as I have taken of the 
Accounts now upon the Table, it is not poſſible for me 
to enter upon the particular Articles; but I cannot help 
taking Notice of one Article, which to me appears to be 
a very extraordinary one. There is one Article of very 
near 250,000 1. charged, not for the Building of Ships, 
but ſor the building of Houſes 3 whether ſuch Houſes 
were neceſſary I ſhall not now pretend to determine, but 
if they were, I think it is too large a Sum for any 
Miniſter, or for any Adminiſtration to have expended, 
without a previous Authority from Parliament, and that 
1 am ſure was never ſo much as asked for. What the 
preſent may think of ſuch a Sum, or what the Gentle- 
men of this Houſe may think of ſuch a Sum I do not 


know, but I am ſure his Anceſtors, even thoſe of the 
? very 
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y aſt Age, would have been extremely ſhy of load- 
the People with at leaſt a Six-pence ,in the Pound 
n all the Lands in Gyeat Britain, for no other Pur- 
but that of building Houſes for the Commiſſioners 
| other Officers belonging to the Admiralty; and I 
| think it a little extraordinary to ſee Miniſters, 
their own Heads, undertake to do that which even 
laments of old would ſcarcely have undertaken to 
e done. *Tis true, Parliaments have of late become 
7 good-natur*d, they have put great Truſt and Con- 
nce in Miniſters, and have generally, I ſhall not ſay 
ndly, approved of all miniſterial Meaſures: This 
y perhaps have made Miniſters preſume a little fur- 
r than they would otherwiſe have done; but I am 
yy ſure that in former Times, nay *till very lately, 
Miniſter would have dared to have drawn the Nation 
0 ſuch an Expence without an Authority from Par- 
ment for ſo doing. | 
This Article would, I believe, Sir, have appeared a 
tle extarordinary, in the moſt flouriſhing Circum- 
ces that ever this Nation was in; but in our preſent 
rcumfiances, when the People are groaning under 
ivy Taxes, when moſt of thoſe Taxes are already en- 
zed for the Payment of our Debts, I muſt think it 
ghly extravagant. We ought to make our Eſtate our 
n, we ought to free it from thoſe Mortgages that are 
jon it, before we think of beautifying it with ſump- 
dus and coſtly Buildings. However, dir, let me ſup- 
le that this Expence was no Way extravagant, that it 
s abſolutely neceſſary, yet ſtill it ought to have been 
bvided for by Parliament before it was undertaken. or- 
leaſt it ought to have been provided for by the very 
It Seſſion after it was laid out: In that Caſe the Par- 
ment would probably have taken Care to have ſaved 
much upon ſome other Article: By that Means our 
ing involved in ſo heavy a Debt as we are at preſent 
ld have been prevented, and we would have been in 
more tolerable Condition for acting that Part, which 
e preſent Circumſtances of Europe may make incum- 
it upon us to undertake. 
The Revenues of a Nation, Sir, which alwavs ariſe 
om thoſe Taxes the People are obliged to pay, may 
Operly be compared to the Revenues of a private 
jentleman's Eſtate; and every Gentleman who has a 
ard to his Family, or to bis own Credit, will cer- 
| tainly 
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tainly proportion his Expence and Way of Living th 
Revenues of his Eſtate, taking Care to ſave as mi 
yearly as may be neceſſary for providing for the you 
Children of his Family, and for anſwering thoſe d 
tingent Expences which future Accidents or Misforty 
may probably bring him into: Such a Gentleman 
conſider, that if, by his Way of Living, or by any 
penſive Project, he ſpends more than the yearly Rey 
of his Eſtate, may, according to this Computation, 
ſwer, he muſt yearly deſtroy a Part of his Eſtate; ; 
that the greater this Surplus is, the ſooner his Eſtate: 
Family will be ruined. Let us ſuppoſe then that f 
a Gentleman had deſired his Steward to ſit down and 
pute the Method and Manner how he was to live, 
Number of Servants he was to maintain, and the EA 
age he was to keep up, fo as not to ſpend yearly n 
than the Revenue of his Eſtate could bear, allowing 
much yearly for Childrens Proviſions, for paying 
Mortgages, if he had any upon his Eſtate, and for fit 
Contingencies: Suppoſe this Steward had preſcribed ſud 
Manner of Living, and had for ſeveral Years fed hin 
in the Notion, that he was ſpending no more yearlyt 
his Eſtate could bear; but at laſt brings him in a terri 
Account of Expences incurred and Debts contradtd, 
the Manner of Living which he himſelf had preſcrid 
and gravely tells him he muſt ſell or mortgage one of! 
beſt Manors for paying off thoſe Debts: What wol 
ſuch a Steward deſerve? What Treatment could he 
pert to meet with? Surely he muſt at leaſt expect all 
Accounts to be canvaſed and examined into in the fri 
Manner, and that his Maſter would never place a Ga 
dence in any of his Schemes or Calculations for the future 
The Caſe, Sir, is the ſame with this Nation at pl 
ſent: We have been cajoled and made believe, ti 
what we were ſpending yearly was no more than 
Taxes yearly raiſed would anſwer: Theſe Taxes be 
hren chearfully granted by Parliament, and as chearful 
paid by the People, in ſull ExpeRation that theſe v 
all that were neceffary for anſwering our annual ! 
pence ; but now, Sir, when we are in Danger of bei 
brought into a great but unforeſeen Expence, we are tf 
that we have run much in Arrear, that a great Debt 
been contracted, and that for the Payment of this Dt 
we mult either mortgage thoſe Funds which ought to 
reſerved for a Time of Danger, or we muſt lay vid 


and impious Hands upon thoſe Funds which have 
01 
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; ago declared ſacred, and religiouſly appropriated for 
ing us from. thoſe heavy Burthens we at preſent 

under. While we are Members of this Houſe, 
ve are the Truſtees and Guardians of the People; 
when the People have been ſo much cajoled and de- 
ed, when they have been thus inſenſibly run into a 
y and an unexpected Arrear, ſhall we approve of the 
Accounts of thoſe Services by which that Arrear has 
occaſioned, + without examining ſtrictly into every 
cle? I mult think we are, both in Honour and Con- 
nce, bound to examine them in the ſtricteſt Manner, 
therefore I ſhall beg Leave to move, Oc. (as betore- 


tioned. ) ; 


To this it was anſwered in Effect as follows: 


[R 
HE Aﬀairs of Europe, and the various Incidents 
that have occurred ſince the famous Peace of 
t, are ſo freſh in every Man's Memory, that I 
ak it very unneceſſary to enter into any particular De- 
of them; and therefore I ſhall only obſerve in gene- 
that every Man, who knows any Thing of the Hi- 
y of Europe for theſe laſt twenty Years, may very 
ly give a Reaſon why we have not been able to pay 
any very conſiderable Part of our publick Debts. 
re was no Method of paying off honeſtly and fairly 
of our Debts formerly contracted, but by encreaſing 
publick Revenue, or ſaving a Part yearly of that 
ch had been before eſtabliſhed ; and any Gentleman 
will attend to our Conduct for theſe laſt twenty 
is will ſee, and muſt acknowledge, that both theſe 
hads have been purſued as much as it was poſſible. 
could not encreaſe the publick Revenue by impoſing 
ew Taxes, for our People think they are already 
ened with too many; and if any ſuch Method had 
i propoſed, it would certainly have been oppoſed, 
Nie by ſome of thoſe Gentlemen who now find 
rt with ſo ſmall a Part of our Debts having been 
off: The only other Method of encreaſing the 
ck Revenue was, by having the Taxes carefully 
ed, and thereby endeavouring to encreaſe the 
luce of each; and this has been purſued with the 
oſt Care and Induſtry, inſomuch that moſt of our 
produce more now than they did twenty Years 
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With Nerpes to the ſaving a Part of the pul 
Revenue which had been before eſtabliſhed, it coy 
done no other Way but by reducing the Intereſt 
to the Creditors of the Publick, or by reducin 
publick annual Expence : The firſt of theſe Ma 
I believe it will be acknowledged, has been purſue 
great Induſtry, and luckily for the Nation, with! 
Succeſs; and no Man can with Juſtice ſay, that fort 
twenty Years paſt the Nation has been put to an 
pence but what was abſolutely neceſſary, accord 
the Circumſtances the Affairs of Europe, or the Afi 
the Nation were in at the Time; nor has it been f 
any Expence but what was regularly laid beton 
Parliament, and always approved of by Parliament 
that the finding Fault with any Part of our Condus 
theſe twenty Vears paſt, is not really finding Fault 
the Conduct of our Miniſters, but with the Condu 
King and Parliament. | | 
I ſhall agree with the Hon. Gentlemen, Sir, that 
mates have been every Year laid before the Hou 
what was then ſuppoſed to be neceſſary for the Serv 
the enſuing Year; and I hope they will agree vit 
that it was right to do ſo; but I never heard that 
Gentlemen who computed thoſe Eſtimates and laidt 
before Parliament pretended to be infallible; and a 
never pretended to be ſo, they have often found 
were not; the Eſtimates they have given in have 
found to be deficient, ſome of the neceſſary Services 
been ſometimes omitted, or the Sums thereby all 
have been found not ſufficient for anſwering the Ser 
for which they were appointed, and this is one « 
Reaſons why ſo large a Debt now appears to bed 


Funds appointed by Parliament for raifing thoſe $ 
which were yearly granted by them for the Servil 
the Navy, have been always found deficient ; and at 
Reaſon is, that the Parliament have often found it! 
ſary for the Safety of the Nation, to give his M. 
Votes of Credit, in Purſuance of which ſome addit 
Expences have been incurred, above what were 
tioned in Eftimates yearly given in at the Beginnir 
the Seſſion; and as ſuch Expences were generally 
red by making Additions to our Navv., which is the 
tural Defence of this Nation in all Times of Dang 
has greatly encreaſed the Debt due on Account 0! 
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Navy, and is one of the chief Reaſons why that Debt is 
now become ſo conſiderable. 

All theſe Deficiencies, as ſoon as they were known, 
have been every Year regularly laid before Parliament ; 
ſome of thofe Accounts relating to the Navy Debt, 
which are now upon your Table, have been for ſeveral 
Years ſucceſſively laid upon your Table, and all of 
them, except ſome few Articles which have lately ac- 
crued, were laid before the laſt Seſſion of Parliament; 
but for what Reaſons I ſhall not pretend to determine, 
the Parliament never thought fit to provide for thoſe 
Deficiencies, or to pay off any Part of that Debt which 
had been thereby occaſioned z tho* I muſt ſuppoſe that, 
as the Accounts were regularly laid before Parliament, 
when the Fads and the Tranſactions to which they re- 
lated were freſh in every Man's Memory, if any Error 
or Fallacy could have been pointed out, or if any Ob- 
jekt ion could have been made to any one of the Articles, 
it would not only have been taken Notice of in this 
Houſe, but would have been made a Subject for Clamour 
over the whole Nation ; for there always have been, and 
I hope there will always be, a great Number of Gentle- 
men in this Houſe not only capable, but ready and 
willing to diſcover any Falſhoods or Fallacies that may 
be artfully foiſted into our publick Accounts; and if 
any ſuch Diſcovery had been made, our Tranſactions are 
not ſo ſecret, but thoſe who are diſaffeted to his Majeſty's 
Family and Government, or diſcontented with the Admi- 
niftration, might have got hold of the Diſcovery, and 
would certainly have from thence endeavoured to have 
raiſed a popular Clamoeur, at leaſt againſt the Admini- 
firation : For this Reaſon I muſt ſuppoſe, that all the 
Accounts upon your Table have already been ſufficiently 
canvaſed, and therefore I cannot think there is any Occa- 
fion for appointing a ſeledt Committee for that Purpoſe. 

As for the Article, Sir, which the Hon. Gentlemen 
have been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh by a particular Remark, 
it is certain that Houſes, Docks, Dock-yards, and Ma- 
gazines, are as neceſſary for the Support of our Navy as 
Ships of War; and it is as neceſſary to rebuild the for- 
mer, when fallen to Decay, as it is neceſſary to rebuild 
the latter. To pretend that Miniſters, by Directions 
from his Majeſty cannot nor ought not to order a Dock, 
Dock-yard or Admiralty Office to be repaired or rebuilt, 
without having firſt laid the ſame before Parliament, 
ſeems to me ſomething very extraordinary; it may be 1 
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well pretended, that they ought not to order a Man of 
War to be rebuilt or repaired, without having firſt Jaid 
the ſame before Parliament: In this ReſpeC the Great- 
neſs or the Smallneſs of the Sum can make no Difference, 
it is the Nature of the Service only we are to regard, 
when we are to determine, whether it ought or ought 
not to be laid before Parliament before it be undertaken ; 
and ſurely no Man will ſay, but that his Majeſty, or his 
Miniſters by his DireQion, may give Orders to rebuild a 
Man of War, or to repair or rebuild a publick Office, 
without having firſt laid the Affair before Parliament for 
their Approbation. I believe it will be granted, and 
if it were enquired into it would be found, that no 
Money has been laid out in this Way, nor any Houſes 
built, but what were abſoJutely neceſſary ; and if there 
had been any Falſhood or Fallacy in any of the Accounts 
relating to that Expence, as they have been long upon 
the Table, it would certainly have been diſcovered, and 
would Jong before now have been taken Notice of. 

Thus it muſt appear, Sir, that the Story we have been 
told of a Steward's running his Maſter in Debt, is no 
Way parallel to the preſent Caſe 53 for this Nation has 
been run into no extraordinary Expence, but what had 
not only the Authority of Parliament before it was un- 
dertaken, but the Approbation of Parliament after it 
was laid out; and if any Debt has been contracted, if 
the Funds appropriated for the Service of the Year have 
proved at any Time deficient, or if any Services have 
been incurred which were not provided for by Parlia- 
ment, thoſe Deficiencies and thoſe Services have been 
regularly laid before Parliament as ſoon as they could be 
brought into an Account: And it is very certain, if a 
Steward ſhould run his Maſter into no Expence but what 
he had a previous Authority for, and ſhould fairly and 
honeſtly lay before his Maſter every Year, or as often as 
it could poſſibly be done, a full Account of the Debt he 
had contracted in the preceding Year, that Steward could 
deſerve no Cenfure from his Maſter, nor would his Ma- 
ſter have any Reaſon for examining his Accounts, in a 
more particular Manner than he had ever done thoſe of 
any other Steward, 

Now, Sir, as it muſt be granted that the naming of a 
ſeledt Committee, to enquire into and examine any 
Accounts or Eſtimates, is a very extraordinary Method 
of proceeding, a Method which has not been praQtiſed 
for many Years, and never was often practiſed, we muſt 

2 ſuppoſe 


i. — — r ä 


No 83 Fe for the Tear 1736. 6 191 


ſuppoſe it will give a general Alarm, and will make 
people imagine that ſome Frauds have been committed, 
or at leaſt that there is a Suſpicion that fome Frauds 
have been committed: This will of Courſe throw a Re- 
fletion upon his Majeſty's Government; and therefore I 
think we ought not to enter into any ſuch Method with- 
out ſome very ſtrong Reaſons; and as I can ſee no Rea- 
ſon for our entering into any ſuch Method, as I can ſee 
no Good that can be expected from any ſuch Method, as 
I ama convinced it will do a great deal of Miſchief, by 
raifing Jealoufies and Fears among his Majeſty's Subjects, 
therefore I muſt be againſt the Motion, 


The Reply was: 

SIR, * 

T is from the Knowledge I have of the Hiſtory of 

this Nation in particular, and the Hiſtory of Europe 
in general, that I am ſo much ſurprized, with Reſpect to 
the ſmall Part of our publick Debts that has been paid 
off, notwithſtanding the Continuance of all our Taxes, 
and the vaſt Sums that have been raiſed in every Year of 
that Time; and the more I conſider it, the more I am 
ſurprized, the leſs I can account for the unprofitable 
Uſe we have made of ſuch a long Term of Peace and 
Tranquility : But I am ftill more ſurprized to hear any 
Gentleman ſay, that all poſſible Methods have been pur- 
ſued, either for diminiſhing the publick annual Expence, 
or for diminiſhing the annual Intereſt due to the Creditors 
of the Publick; on the contrary I am convinced, that 
all poſſible Methods have been purſued for encreaſing the 
firſt, and no Opportunities have been embraced for redu- 
cing either the Principal or the Intereſt due to the Cre- 
ditors of the Publick, but ſuch as durſt not be refuſed 
or neglected. | 
We have been for theſe twenty Years in a continued 
Courſe of publick Peace and Tranquility, at leaſt we 
| have no War declared, nor any Broil with any of our 
Neighbours, for which a good Reaſon can now, in my 
Opinion, be given or from which this Nation has reaped 
any viſible Advantage ; and yet in every Year of that 
Time we have been very near at as great an Expence, as 
we were at in any one Year of the heavy War in King 
Wiliam's Reign: We have had numerous Armies kept 
up within our own Country, we have maintained many 
Princes, and many Armies in foreign Countries, and we 
have ſent many expenſive Squadrons into almott all >” 
| b 2 Q 
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of the World; and I ſhould be glad to hear a Reaſon for 
any of our naval Expeditions into the Baltick or the 
Mediterranean, given by thoſe who are now for our look- 
ing quietly on to ſee the Emperor ſtripp'd of his Domi- 
nions in Italy, and Muſcovy preſcribing Laws, and gi- 
ving Sovereigns to its neighbouring Kingdoms: In like 
Manner, I ſhould be glad to hear a Reaſon for our being 
ſo much alarmed at the Treaty of Alliance only, be- 
tween Spain and the Emperor, given by thoſe who now 
ſeem to be fo little alarmed at a Treaty, not only of 
Alliance but of Conqueſt, between France, Spain, and 
Sardinia : This, Sir, I do not ſay with a Deſign to inſt» 
nuate that we have as yet any great Reaſon to be alarmed 
at this Jaſt Alliance, but J muſt think we had from the 
Beginning much greater Reaſon to be alarmed with it, 
than ever we had to be alarmed with the former; and 
I muſt think it would now have been more juſtifiable in 
us to have thrown ourſelves into the Arms of the Em- 
peror, in order to have prevented the Conſequences of 
this Jaſt Alliance, than ever it was to throw ourſelves 
into the Arms of France. in order to prevent the Conſe- 
quences of the former. From all which I muſt conclude, 
either that à great Part of the Expence we have formerly 
been at might have been ſaved, or that our preſent In- 
activity is highly dangerous and utterly inexcuſable; 
and which of theſe two to chooſe, I ſhall leave to the 
Gentlemen who now ſo ſtrenuonſly in ſiſt, that for theſe 
Jaſt twenty Years we have taken all poſſible Methods to 
diminiſh our publick annual Expence. | 
Now, Sir, as to the diminiſhing of the Intereſt payable 
to the Creditors of the Publick, can it be ſaid that we 
have taken any one Method to diminiſh it, but what the 
Nature of the Thing and the Circumſtances of the Na- 
tion plainly and directly pointed out, nay fo plainly, 
that it would have been highly criminal in any Admini- 
ſiration to have negle&ted the Opportunity? But if we 
had applied the Sinking Fund, religiouſly and regularly 
to the Pavment of our publick Debts, if we had ſaved 
every farthing of that Expence, which has been thrown 
away in maintaining numerous idle Armies, and ſending 
out many idle Squadrons, and had applied all thoſe Sa- 
vings to the ſame honeſt Purpoſes, the Principal of our 
publick Debts would have been ſo greatly reduced, that 
the Creditors who remained unpaid would have been 
glad to have taken what Intereſt we were pleaſed to allow 


them; Nay, I do not know but the Principal would, 4 
| this 
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is Time, have been ſo greatly reduced, that the thre 
reat Companies would have been glad to have paſſed 
om the Payment of any future Intereſt upon what was 
e to them, in order to have had their Charters con- 
nued, | 

Whether Accounts were regularly laid before Parlia- 
zent of the preſent Navy Debt, yearly as it became 
ve, is what I ſhall not pretend to deny, becauſe I do 
ot really know whether it was ſo or not; but if this 
e true, which I ſhall, in Complaiſance to the Hon. 
zentlemen, admit, it is the ſtrongeſt Argument that 
an be given for what is now propoſed; it is a full 
nfirmation of that old Proverb, That, what is every 
ang Buſineſs, is no Man's Buſineſs, and therefore an 
nanſwerable Argument for our returning to the old 
uſtom of Parliament, and appointing ſelett Committees 
vel y Year to conſider and examine every Eſtimate that 
laid before us: For I hope no Man will ſay but that 
e ought, in Time of Peace eſpecially, to raiſe as much 
pithin the Year as will anſwer the Services of the Vear; 
nd if any Deficiency ſhould happen in the Funds 
rented for one Year, or if it ſhould be ſound that the 
limates were deficient, all thoſe Deficiencies ought 
ertainly to be made good the very next Year. It is 
ertainly inconſiſtent with the publick Good to leave 
urears long due, becauſe when Tradeſmen, or thoſe 
pho furniſh the Publick with what is neceſſary for pub- 
ick Uſe, muſt lie for Years out of their Money, it is 
ertain they neither can nor will ſerve the Publick fo 
heap as when they know they are ſure of their Money 
In Hand, or within a few Months after the Goods are 
lelivereds and the longer any of thoſe Arrears ſtand 
unpaid, the more expenſive will the future Contratts of 
the Publick always be, the greater Price will they be 
bliged to pay for every Thing that is afterwards bought 
ſor the publick Uſe. 

With Reſpe& to Miniſters, indeed, and the Tools em- 
ploy'd under them, I muſt obſerve, Sir, that it is of 
great Advantage to have publick Accounts ſtand long 
in Arrear; and this Advantage is greater in the Navy 
than in any other Branch of publick Buſineſs, becauſe 
Tradeſmen, and others who ſerve the publick, but 
eſpecially Seamen, cannot lie long out of their Money; 
if they cannot get their Money ſoon after it becomes 
due, they muſt go to Uſurers, miniſterial Tools, and 
ſuch like Extertioners, to ſell or pledge their publick 

| Securities 
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Securities; this brings ſuch Securities to Diſcredit a 
Diſcount, and the more there are of them, the long 
they are of being paid, the greater Diſcount they con 
to be at; ſo that at laſt they furniſh a plentiful Hare 
to Miniſters and their Favourites; for when the D 
count upon thofe Securities is raiſed to a ſufficie 
Height, Miniſters then give the watch Word to the 
Agents and Favourites to go out and purchaſe; a 
when they have got them all, or moſt of them int 
their Hands, then the miniſterial Bowels begin to ye 


lain fo long out of their Money, and great Merit is af 
med from their coming to a compaſſionate Reſolution, 
Have ſuch or ſuch a Claſs of publick Creditors paid af 
This Houſe is always too good-natur'd to refuſe ſuch 
Juſt and ſuch a benevolent Requeſt, and thus Ufurer 
xtortioners, and miniſterial Tools, get the full Valy 
of thoſe Securities which they purchaſed at a great Dj 
count. This, Sir, I ſhall not ſay is the Caſe at preſent 
but I muſt ſay I am apt to believe, If an Enquiry wer 
made into the Affair, it would be found that there is 
a very ſmall Part of the Debt due upon the Navy no 
in the Hands of thoſe who were originally the Credito 
of the Publick; and even this, Sir, is, in my Opinic 
an Enquiry not unworthy of the Repreſentatives of thi 
People of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 
But, Sir, whatever the Intereſt of Miniſters may bt 
it is certainly the Intereſt of the Publick to pay off thei 
Debts regularly, and as ſoon as poſſible z and as I an 
convinced every Gentleman now, or formerly, in thi 
Houſe, has, and always had the Intereſt of the Publick 
more at Heart than the Intereſt of the Miniſter ; therefor 
1 am convinced, that if theſe Accounts have been upo 
our Table all the other Gentlemen of the Houſe are i 
tle ſame Condition with me; they are fo far from 
having canvaſed every Article of them, that they 
quite ignorant of their having been ever laid upon th 
Table before this Seſſion of Parliament: If any Gentle 
man had but caſt his Eye upon ſuch Accounts, in any 
preceding Seſſion, and had obſerved the Arrears fianding 
unpaid, or unprovided for by Parliament, his Reger 
for the Publick, His Regard for the diſtreſſed Creditors 0 
the Publick, would certainly have prompted him t0 
have moved to have had them taken into Conſideration, 
and paid off long before now; nothing could have pre 
vented it but a Neglect, which has been octafioned by , 
| no 
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t having been made the Concern of any particular Set 

Men; and for this Reaſon we never ought to think 

ſuficient to have Accounts or Eſtimates laid upon our 

able, we ought always to refer the Con fideration of 
m to ſelect Committees ; and thus, by making it the 

ticulsr Buſineſs of a few, we may expect they will 

yer be neglected and over-looked, as thoſe now before 

ſeem to have been, by their having been left to the 

re of the whole Houſe. 

[ muſt beg Leave, Sir, to differ with the Hon. Gen- 

men when they ſay, that the Nature of the Service is 

ly to be regarded, when we are to determine, whether 

ought or ought not to be laid before Parliament before 
be undertaken 3 for, in my Opinion, the Sum to be 

| out ought likewiſe to be conſidered: If the Sum to 

laid out be but ſmall, and the Nature of the Service 

h as of Courſe often occurs, it may be undertaken 

thout any particular Directions or Authority from 
tliementz but if the Sum comes to be very large, tho“ 
Nature of the Service be ſuch as has often occurred, 
bas generally been undertaken without any particular 
reftions from Parliament, yet ſuch Directions become 
ſary when the Sum is much larger than what is 
ally required for that Service: His Majeſty may, 
thout Doubt, give Orders to have a Man of War, or 
rhaps half a Dozen in a Year, repaired ; but if by the 
left of former Times, or by any great Misfortune, it 
ud become neceflary to lay out, in any one, two, or 
Years, a very large Sum for that Purpoſe, it 
ud then become Proper to lay that Neceſſity before 
fliament, and I think no Miniſter ought to undertake 
Lan extraordinary Service without having firſt obta in- 
m Authority from Parliament for ſo doing: In the 
ſe mentioned, I believe it will be granted, that the 
ding of Hopſes is a Service that does not often oc- 
and I am very ſure the Sum that has been laid out, 
| which now makes a great Part of our Navy Debt, 
We much larger Sum than was ever laid out in this 
eon upon ſuch a Service, in ſo ſmall a Number of 
m; nay, I do not know but it amounts to more than 
ever before expended in this Nation for building 
ks, or any other Sorts of Buildings for the Uſe of 
Navy, or the Officers of our Navy; and therefore, 
with Reſpe& to the Nature of the Service, and the 
to be laid out, it ought not to have been undertaken 
mt a previous Authority from Parliament. 


Sir, 
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Sir, if the Nation has been run into any unneceſly 
Expence, if any unneceſſary and unprofitable Seryi 
have been undertaken, I am forry to hear it ſaid, | 
nothing has been undertaken, nor any Expence incur 
without the Authority and Approbation of Parliameq 
but, Sir, if it were ſo, the Authority or the App 
tion of former Parliaments can be no Reaſon for 
giving our Approbation of -what they have appro 
of, or following their Example in giving our Auth 
for undertaking ſuch Services for Years to come, as f 
have authoriſed for Years paſl: We are under no gre 
Obligation to approve of what was approved of by 
very laſt Parliament, than we are under to approve u 
of what was approved of by that Parliament in K 
Charles the Second's Reign, which was called the If 
fionary Parliament; and I believe, if a Gentlen 
Steward ſhould, by Ways and Means, obtain his Aut 
rity for, or Approbation of, any extravagant and uni 
ceſſary Expence, he would be very apt, and would h 
good Reaſon to cenſure his Steward's Conduct, when 
found himſelf impoſed on, his Revenues all mortgig 
and his Family ruined : If it ſhould appear, that ſud 
Steward had raiſed for himſelf an opulent Fortune u 
the Ruins of his Maſter's Eſtate, his Maſter, or at | 
the next Repreſentative of the Family, would certait 
enquire into that Steward's Conduct, and notwithſa 
ing the Authority or Approbation obtained, would 
certainly, if poſhble, ſeize upon the Steward's E. 
and apply it towards the Relief of his own. 

To pretend that what is now propoſed will 
Jealoufies and Fears among the People, or give them 
Suſpicions of his Majeſty's Government, is an Ar 
ment which I find, Sir, is always to be brought in 0 
Head and Shoulders, when any Attempt is made tot 
quire into the Conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters; bt 
would have Gentlemen conſider, that the proper Buſi 
of Parliament is to enquire into the Condutt of M 
fiers: It is one of the chief Ends of our meeting 
this Place, and if the People find that ſuch Atteu 
are always over-ruled or diſappointed, it will give tht 
a Suſpicion, not only of his Majeſty's Government 
the Conduct of his Miniſters, but it will give them ll 
wiſe a Suſpicion, and a juſt Suſpicion too, of the 0 
du of Parliament: We ought to conſider what it! 
that gave the Parliament I have mentioned, in K 
Charles the Second's Reign, the ignominious Epithel 
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now bronded with ; and if the People ſhould conceiv® 
ſach Suſpicion of this or any future Parliament, it 
ld raiſe real Jealoufies and Fears among them, it 
mild make them deſpair of ever having their Grievances 
irefled in a legal Way, and that Deſpair might drive 
n into the moſt violent and the moſt terrible Methods 
ſeeking Redreſsz and therefore I wiſh that Gentle- 
n would, upon all Occaſions, diſtinguiſh a little be- 
en his Majeſty and his Miniſters, and never allow the 
eſpet they may have for the latter, to over-balance 
Duty they owe to the former. 
TheR eſpe& that former Parliaments have ſhewn to the 
nifters for the Time being, and the great Confidence 
has for a long Time been put by Parliament in their 
aduRt, is, I am afraid, one of the great Cauſes that 
is Nation now remains groaning under ſuch a Load of 
ts and Taxes; and therefore it is now high Time for 
to reaſſume a little of that Jealouſy which was indul- 
d by our Anceſtors, and which has fo often proved to 
of the moſt fignal Benefit to this Nation. We have 
| talking big, Sir, of putting ourſelves in a Con- 
tion to compel the Acceptation of the Terms of Peace 
ate to propoſe, but I wiſh we may not find that our 
iphbours are too well acquainted with our Circum- 
ces to be afraid of any Thing we can do: They know, 
Wn afraid, that our People are already as heavily taxed 
they can with any Patience bear: They know that all 
ſe Taxes are already engaged, either for the Payment 
dur Debts, or for the Support of our civil Govern- 
at; and when they know us to be in ſuch melancholy 
Kcumfſtances, can it be ſuppoſed that our Menaces will 
a great Influence upon any of their Reſolutions : 
tif they ſhould find that our Parliaments were begin- 
lg to look cloſely into the Management of our publick 
irs, they would from thence conclude, that the 
Ute would be made of every Shilling hereafter to be 
led, they would conclude, that the People would con- 
date with the more Alacrity, and from thence they 
probably be induced to give ſome Attention to what- 
we may think neceſſary to propoſe, for reſtoring 
Peace of Europe. For this Reaſon, if there were no 
ve ought to agree to what the Hon, Gentleman 
deen pleaſed to propoſe, 


Cc er The 


cruit his Majeſty's Forces, but to compel poor Count 
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The Queſtion being at laſt put upon the above Motio 
it was, upon a Piviſion, carried in the Negative, þ 
198 to 168, 

The principal Speakers for this Motion were, 9 
G n, Eſq; the M r of the Rep 
. m P y, Eſq; and others; and thoſe again 
it were, Sir R 2 Winn —le, 20 V. 
Eſq; Sir V. 1 ge, 1 I 
Eſq; Col. B n, KC. 

Upon the Mutiny Bill's being reported to the Hoy 
on the 26th of February, Sir N * Bn, 
of the Knights for S dſhire, ſtood up and ſpy 
to this Effect: That ſince the Houſe had found it u 
ceſſary to make ſuch a large Addition to the Army, 
Teemed inclined to continue the ſevere Penalties on I 
ſerters, and the Method of recruiting preſcribed | 
That, and former Bills of the like Nature, he thoughti 
was neceſſary to add ſome Clauſe, in order to make! 
Bill leſs dangerous to the Subject than it was as it the 
flood, That by a Clauſe in the Bill it was propoſed | 
be enaRted, as in former Bills, That if a poor Coun 
Fellow ſhould inliſt with an Officer and take his Mon 
and ſhould afterwards, when carried before a Juſtice, n 
tuſe to declare himſelf inliſted, and take the Oathsp 
ſcribed by Law for that Purpoſe, it ſhould then bei 
the Power of the Officer to ſend ſuch a poor Fellow 
Priſon, and confine him in a Dungeon for a wht 
Month, even tho? it ſhould appear that the poor Fell 
was inveigled to inliſt when he was drunk, and was wi 
ling to return the Money he had taken, and ſatisfy 
the Charges the Officer had been at. This Power of ca 
fining a Poor Fellow in a Dungeon, where he might! 
in Danger of ſtarving, was, he thought, too great 
Power to be intruſted abſolutely in the Hands of 1 
Officer : It was no Way neceſſary for his Majeſty's 8 
vice, and might be of dangerous Conſequence, becauſe 
might tempt ſome Officers to practiſe all the inveiglil 
Arts they could think of, not with an Intention toi 


Fellows to give them a Sum of Money, by Way of Cal 
poſition, for. being diſcharged from the Bargain they | 
made when drunk, or in a Paſſion, and from being fit 
from the Confinement to which the Officer had by L 
an uncontroulable Power to ſubje them; therefore th 
he would beg Leave to offer a Clauſe to be added * 

2 : | | 
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Fill, which was to this Effect, That every Officer, 
$ who ſhould thereafter inliſt any Man to ſerve in any 
Regiment, ſhould within Days carry the Man ſo 
 inliſted before ſome one of the next Juſtices of the 
peace, where the Man ſo inliſted ſhould be at Liberty 
| to declare his Diſſent, and His having repented of 
what he had done; and upon his ſo doing, and return- 
ing to the Officer the inliſting Money, and the Ex- 
pences the Officer had been at by inliſting him, and 
| carrying him before the Juſtice, not exceeding the 
| Sum of ſuch Juſtice ſhould forthwith diſ- 
charge him: And that an Officer, guilty of any Fai- 
jure or Neglect in this ReſpeR, ſhould be liable to the 
ame Penalties to which Officers are made liable for 
L falſe Muſters.“ 

This Motion was ſeconded by 7. s Br 85 
Eſqz one of the Knights for the County of E x, 
who informed the Houſe, That he actually knew a Caſe, 
where a poor Fellow was inveigled when he was drunk, 
d when he came to be ſober, he repented of what he 
ad done, and therefore refuſed to take the Oaths when 
carried before the Juſtice 3 but the Officer inſiſted upon 
his being ſent to Priſon, and confined for a Month in 
the Terms of the Act of Parliament, tho' the poor 
Fellow offered to return the inliſting Money and all 
Charges; and it not being in the Power, or not in the 
iclination of the Juftice to refuſe the Officer's Demand, 
the poor Fellow was accordingly ſent to Gaol, where he 
mained for ſome Time; but having no Vittuals nor 
Drink, he was at laſt compell'd to go before the Juſtice 
and take the Oaths prefcribed, in order to prevent his 
eing ſtarved in Gag). 

To this it was anſwered by Lieut. Gen. N de, 
Hmm B————», Eſq; P ck J. ay, 
Eſq; and /. m H— , Eſq; in Subſtance, That 
what was propoſed by the Clauſe offered, had already 
been taken Care of by his Majeſty's Orders and Direc- 
tions for regulating the Army; for as no Soldier could 
be tried for Deſertion or Mutiny, upon the Mutiny 
At, unleſs he had taken the Oaths preſcribed by that 
Aft before ſome Juſtice of Peace, therefore his Majeſty 
had given a general Order to all Officers, that no Recruit 
ſhould be brought to or entered in any Regiment, till 
be had been firſt regularly inliſted, and had taken the 
Oats preſcribed by Law, before ſome of his Majeſty's 
juſtices of the Peace; ſo that by his Majeſty's Order; 
Cc 2 ers 
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every Officer was obliged to do what was propoſed by the 
Clauſe offered; and as the Bill then before them wy o 
the ſame Nature with former Bills againſt Mutiny mi 
Deſertion, it would be abſolutely neceſſary to continu 
the ſame general Order to all Officers, with Reſpect u 
their carrying Recruits before ſome Juſtices of Pence, 
therefore they thought it was unneceſſary to add yy 
Clauſe for that Purpoſe z and it would be attended with 
many Inconveniencies, ſeveral of which they mention, 
particularly, That it would be often inconvenient, a 
ſometimes impoſſible for an Officer to carry a Recruit 
before any Juſtice within the Time propoſed, or within 
any limited Number of Days. 
It was replied by Sir Wn W u, Git 
7 B- d, S——I 5 ys, Eſqz and others 
to this Effect, That the very Clauſe then propoſed hf 
been in ſeveral Mutiny Bills during the Reign of King 
William, tho' it was then in Time of War, and recruit 
ing of Cour ſè more difficult than it could be ſuppoſed u 
be at preſent, That the Hon. Gentlemen could not fay; 
that by his Majeſty's Order they had mentioned, or by 
any Order his Majeſty could give, the Juftices of the 
Peace was obliged to diſcharge the Man inliſted, upon his 
declaring before his having repented of what he had done 
and returning to the Officer the inliſting Money, and ill 
the Charges the Officer had been at in inliſling him. 
That this was what was propoſed by the Clauſe offered; 
it was propoſed to Jay an Obligation upon the Juſtice 
and to give a poor Fellow an Opportunity to get off upa 
reaſonable Terms, in Caſe he ſhould repent of, what bt 
Had done ; neither of which had been, or could be 
ſectuated by any Order his Majeſty had given, or coul 
give for regulating the Army. That the Grievance com 
plained of was, the inveigling of Men to inliſt, an 
making a Property of them after their having been f 
inveigled; and this was a Power or Privilege which the 
hoped no Officer would infiſt on: The aboliſhing of thi 
Power or Privilege was what was chiefly aimed at by 
the Clauſe offered, and therefore they hoped the Hou 
would agree to it. | 
Sir R t Wa le and H 5 
Eſq; having at laſt declared, That they would be for ths 
Clauſe if it was not, or could be ſo faſhioned as not l 
be attended with any great Inconvenience to the Se, 
vice; they therefore propoſed, that the Debate oy 
e adjourn'd *til next Day, in order that ſuch a ie 
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convenience to the Service: And it being admitted on 
the other Side, that the Clauſe, as it then ſtood, might 
perhaps ſtand in Need of fome little Amendment, it was 
agreed to adjourn the Debate till next Day; when the 
Clauſe, as it now ſtands in the Mutiny Ad, was agreed 
to, and added to the Bill. 


On the 28th of February, his Majeſty came to the 
Houſe of Peers, and the Houſe of Commons being ſent 
for, his Majeſty was pleaſed to give the Royal Aſſent to 
the Bill entitled, An Act for continuing the Duties upon 
Malt, &c. in that Part of Great Britain called England; 
and for granting to his Majeſty certain Duties upon Malt, 
Rc. in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, for the 
Service of the Year 1735; and to one Naturalization 
Bill. 

The fame Day the Houſe of Commons having (accor- 
ding to Order) reſolved itſelf into a Committee, to con- 
fider ſurther of the Supply granted to his Majefty ; and 
the Treaty with Denmark, dated the zoth of September, 
N. S. being the rgth, O. S. 1734, having been referred 
to the faid Committee, a Motion was made as follows, 
© That it was the Opinion of that Committee, that 
© the Sum of 56,2507. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, 
© on Account of the Subſidy payable to the King of 
© Denmark, purſuant to the Treaty bearing Date the 
: 2 Day of September, 1734, for the Service of the 

ear 1735. 

This Aden“ a long Debate, in which many of the 
Arguments for and againſt the Augmentation of our Sea 
and Land Forces were here again repeated; but theſe we 
having already given an Account of, we ſhall now give 
only that Part of this Debate which relates particularly 
to the Treaty, 


The Argument for the Motion was to this Effect, viz. 


S I R, 
32 GH we are not engaged in the prefent 
War, nor have any particular Intereſt for inducing 
us to engage in it; yet, as the Balance of Power in En- 
rope depends very much upon the Event of the prefent 
War, we do not know but we may be ſoon brought under 
a Neceſſity 
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a Neceſlity of joining one or other of the Parties now 
engaged in War, in order to preſerve the Liberties of 
Europe, and conſequently our own ;, therefore it is in- 
cumbent upon us to provide in Time, and to ſtrengthen 
ourſelves before-hand, not only by increaſing our Forces 
at Home, but by engaging as many foreign Powers as 
we can to join with us upon any ſuch Event. In ſuch a 
Situation it was natural for us to caſt our Eye firſt to- 
wards Denmark, becauſe the Intereſt of that Nation is 
generally the ſame with our own ; and on the preſent 
Occaſion it was the more neceſſary, becauſe great Ende: 
vours were making Uſe of to have engaged that Court 
upon the other Side of the Queſtion ; ſo that if we had 
not taken Care to have engaged that Nation in an Al. 
liance with us, it was very probable, and very much to 
be apprehended, that a certain other Power might have 
Cucceeded in their Endeavours for engaging that Nation 
In their Intereſt, which might have proved of the moſt 
fatal Conſequence to the Liberties of Europe, and conſe. 
quently to thoſe of this Nation. | 
The Experience of the laſt two Wars againſt France, 
may convince us how dangerous it is to allow any of the 
Powers of Europe to exalt itſelf too much, and how ex- 
penfive it may prove, to reduce a Power that has once 
got too great an Aſcendant over its Neighbours : This 
engaged his Majeſty's Attention as ſoon as the War broke 
out, and he has been ever ſince uſing all his Endeavours, 
in Conjunction with our Allies the Dutch, to reconcile 
the Differences now ſubſiſting in Europe, and to put an 
End to the preſent War, by a juſt and a reaſonable Peace, 
beore either Side ſhould become ſo formidable by Succeſs 
and Conqueſt, as to make it neceſſary for this Nation to 
engage in the War, in order to reduce that Power which 
the Fortune of War had begun to make formidable. In 
Purſuance of his Majeſty's gracious and wiſe Intention, 
« Plan of Peace has already been offered to the Parties 
engaged in War; and the only effectual Way for render- 
ing his Majeſty's Endeavours ſucceſstul, by the Accep- 
tance of this Plan, was, to render ourſelves formidable 
by our foreign Alliances, as well as by the Augment- 
tion of our own Forces both by Sea and Land; for by fo 
doing, we render'd it dangerous for either of the Parties 
engaged in War, to attempt to amuſe us with Negotis- 
tions, or to ſhew themſelves obſtinate, in refuſing to 
give Ear to thoſe juſt and honourable Terms of Rs 
whic 
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which his Majeſty and his Allies were preparing to offer 
them. 

The Expence which this Nation is to be put to by 
Means of this Treaty with Denmark, muſt appear but 
very inconfiderable to every Gentleman who conſiders, 
that we thereby not only ſecure the Friendſhip and Aſ- 
fiſtance of a very powerful Kingdom, but prevent their 
being engaged againſt us, in Caſe the future Event of 
the War ſhould make it neceſſary for us to join the other 
Side 3 and in all Caſes, either of a publick or a private 
Nature, it is certainly the Height of Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence, upon any Emergency, to lay out a ſmall Sum of 
Money, when it is probable we may, by ſo doing, pre- 
vent our being aſterwards brought under a Neceſſity of 
putting ourſelves to an immenſe Expence, and risking 
perhaps all that we are worth in the World. This is 
the very Caſe at preſent, in Relation to our Treaty 
with Denmark; for we may probably, by that Treaty, 
prevent the Continuance of the War, or at leaſt we may 
prevent either Side's puſhing their Conqueſts ſo far, as 
to make it dangerous, and yet necefſary for us to engage 
2painſt them. 

It is well known that Nations are, in all their publick 
TranfaQions, entirely governed by their own Intereſt ; 
and as we knew, as all Europe knew, that great Offers 
were making to Denmark, in Order to engage them on 
that Side, againſt which we might ſoon find ourſelves 
under a Neceſſity to engage, therefore it became abſo- 
lutely necefſary for us to ſtep in ſeaſonably, and to offer 
them ſuch Terms as might convince them, that it was 
more their Intereſt to Join in an Alliance with us, than 
to join in an Alliance with either of the Parties engaged 
in War; I muſt therefore think, that the concluding of 
this Treaty was one of the moſt prudent Steps his Maje- 
ty could take, and the Conditions on our Part are fo 
reaſonable and ſo eaſy, that I think every Gentleman in 
this Houſe muſt approve of them, and that therefore the 


Motion now made to us will be agreed to without any 
Oppoſition. 


The Anſwer to this was in Subſtance as follows, viz. 


SIR, | 
AM glad to hear that we are as yet no Way engaged 
in the War, and that we have no particular Intereſt 
for induc ing us to engage; for if it be ſo, I am ſure it is 
ridiculous 
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ridiculous in us to put the Nation to a great Expence, in 
Order to provide againſt the Danger which may probably 
never happen. If we have _—_ inducing us to 
engage, but only the Danger the Balance of Power in 
Europe may be in by the Event of the War, we might 
have ſaved ourſelves a great deal of Expence, and may 
reſi eaſy and quiet till one of the Parties now engaged in 
War begins to puſh their Conqueſts ſo far, as to endanger 
the Balance of Power; then, and not till then, will it 
be neceflary for us to engage, and till then it is quite 
unneceſſary for us to put ourſelves to any Expence; 
Nay, it is not only unneceſſary, but very imprudent in 
us to precipitate ourſelves into an Expence, before any 
Danger appears, becauſe it is waſting the Strength of 
the Nation before we come to engage the Enemy, be- 
fore the Enemy ſo much as appears in View. 

As we have no particular Intereſt of our own for 
inducing us to engage in the preſent War, as we em 
have no Reaſon for engaging in it, but only from the 
Danger the Balance of Power may come to be in by the 
Event; in this Event, all the Powers of Europe are 
concerned; they are all as much, and more, intereſted 
in the Preſervation of that Balance than we are; and if 
it ſhould come to be in any real Danger, they would 
certainly engage in its Defence, without receiving any 
Bribe or other valuable Confideration from us; but if 
we ſhould thus make ourſelves the Don Quixots, or n- 
ther the Dupes of Europe, if we ſhould be always the 
firſt to take the Alarm upon any War's breaking out, 
and ſhould run about among the Powers of Europe, 
offering Bribes and Penſions to all the Princes and all 
the Miniſters of State in Europe, the whole Charge of 
preſerving that Balance would fall upon this Nation; 
and every Prince and Miniſter in Europe weuld, upon 
every ſuch Occaſion, expect a Bribe or a Penſion from 
England, for doing that which he would otherwiſe be 
obliged te do for his own Preſervation : Even the Dutch, 
who were the firſt that poſſeſſed us with that Notion of 
preſerving the Balance of Power, which has already coſt 
this Nation ſuch incredible Sums of Money, may at laſt 
refuſe to aſſiſt, when the Balance of Power is really in 
Danger, unleſs we ſubmit to make the Grand Penſionary 
of Holland a Penſionary of England, and to take a great 
Number of their Forces into Exgliſi Pay. 

It is really ſurpriſing to hear Gentlemen talk of the 


Balance of Power's being at preſent in Danger, and that 
| we 
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e muſt already begin to provide, and to put the Nation 
oa great and immediate Expence for its Preſervation, 
hen there is not a Prince er State in Europe, who ſeems 
o apprehend that it is in the leaſt Danger: The Dutch 
e ſo far from being apprehenſive of any ſuch Thing, 
hat they Have not put themſelves to one Shilling Ex- 
bence on account of the preſent War, or on account of 
hat Mediation which they are engaged in as well as we: 
he Princes and States of Germany, who would certainly 
de the firſt Sacrifices to the over-turning the Balance of 
Power in Europe, are ſo far from being apprehenſive that 
it may be in Danger by the Event of the preſent War, 
hat ſome of the moſt conſiderable of them have aQually 
ngaged in a Neutrality with Reſpe& to the preſent 
War, and not one of them, but the Emperor only, has 
xerted, or is preparing to exert his whole Strength in 
Defence of the Empire : Even the King of Denmark, 
hom we have thought it neceſſary, it ſeems, to engage 
by a confiderable yearly Penfion, is himſelf a Prince of 
the Empire, and would certainly ſuffer by the overturn- 
ing the Balance of Power in Europe, much ſooner than it 
en be ſuppoſed this Nation could ſuffer, and therefore 
ve muſt conclude, that it is more immediately his In- 
tereſt to engage, not only in Defence of the Balance of 
Power, but in Defence of the Empire; yet we, it 


him bountifully for doing what is abſolutely neceſſary 
for his own Preſervation. This is a moſt pernicious 
Example, it may at laſt bring the Balance of Power into 
tal Danger, becauſe it may tempt all the Princes of 
Europe to neglect it, until we ſubmit to be ſo ridiculous 
% to grant them yearly Penſions for taking Care of it; 
and I do not know but this very Precedent has now 


en Purpoſe to engage us to extend our Bounty in the 
lame Manner to each of them. 

To tell us, Sir, that if we had not enter'd into this 
Treaty with the King of Denmark, he might have been 


ther Power, which might have been prejudicial to us, 
% in my Opinion, ſomething very odd; for we muſt 
ſuppoſe, either that we had no Occaſion to enter into 


nu would have enter'd into no Treaty which could 
have been prejudicial to us: If the Balance of Power 
Vas not like to be in, any Danger, we had no Occaſion to 

Dad enter 
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ſeems, have been ſo generous as to promiſe to reward 


provoked all the other Princes of Germany to ſtand aloof, 


prevailed on to have concluded a Treaty with a certain 


Wy Treaty, or we muſt ſuppoſe that the King of Den- 
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enter into any Treaty, and if it was like to be in Du 
ger, we cannot ſuppoſe that Denmark would have cn. 
chuded any Treaty contrary to that natural Engagemay 
they have to preſerve it; much leſs can we ſuppoſe thy 
they would have concluded any Treaty, by which ul 
might have been brought into Danger. Princes, u 
true, do not always ſee their real Intereſts ; but if w 
reſolve upon every Occaſion to clear their Eyeſight byy 
Bribe or a Penſion, I am afraid none of them will ew 
open their Eyes, without receiving ſome ſuch Remegy 
from us. We are never to ſuppoſe that any Prince d 
Europe will engage againſt the Liberties of Europe, « 
will perform any former Engagement, when the ber 
formance comes to be apparently inconfiſtent with the 
Liberties of Europe, and conſequently with his own In 
dependency, unleſs he be very much blinded and mi 
guided by ſome private and particular Interett of his 
own ; and of all the Princes of Europe, the King « 
Denmark is, in this Reſpect, the leaſt liable to any Teap 
tation: There are ſeveral other Princes of Europe who 
may be tempted to join with thoſe who may have De 
figns againſt the Liberties of Europe; becauſe they mij 
be made from thence to expect ſome Addition to their 
own Dominions; and theſe are the Princes upon whon 
we ought to have a watchful Eye; theſe are the Prince, 
if any, upon whom we ought to beſtow our Bribes ut 
our Penſions, in order to keep them firm to the genen 
Intereſt of Europe If we had by any Subſidy or Penſin 
engaged the Duke of Bavaria in an Alliance; if we 
had by any Subſidy or Penſion diſengaged the King 
Sardinia from his preſent Allies; or if we had laid out 
a Sum of Money in engaging the Polanders to make ſuch 
a Choice of a King as would have prevented the break 
ing out of the War, (and perhaps a leſs Sum might hare 
done, than the Expence we have already been at on Ac 
count of the War) there might have been ſome Reaſon 
for our being at ſuch an Expence ; but I can fee n0 
Reaſon for, or any additional Advantage we can expel 
from, the Expence' we are to be at on Account of this 
Treaty with Denmark. 

I ſhall readily agree with the honourable and learned 
Gentleman, that Nations are entirely governed by thelr 
own Intereſt: Nay further, I ſhall admit that even 
private Men are very much governed by what they 
think their own Intereſt ; but as it is the Intereſt of 
Dermork, as much as it is he Intereſt of this Nations 
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to preſerve the Balance of Power in Europe, therefore I 
wuſt think it was quite unneceſſary for us to give them 
Fee for doing fo : I ſhall indeed grant, that they were 
In the Right to take it, fince we were ſo generous as to 
offer it; for, T believe, few private Men will refuſe to 
take a Fee, for doing that which it is both their Duty 
und their Intereſt to do without any Reward, All 1 
ſhall, or indeed can reaſonably wiſh for in ſuch a Caſe is, 
What no Prince or private Man would allow himſelf to 
be engaged by any Reward or Promiſe, to do that 
which is contrary to his Duty, and really, if he confi- 
rs it right, inconfiſlent with his own Intereſt. And 
45 I have a great Opinion of the Honour and the Pene- 
tation both of the King and the Miniſters of Denmark, 
I muſt conclude, they would never have enter'd into 
ny Engage ments that were inconſiſtent with the Liber- 
es of Europe, I muſt conclude they will always be 
ready, without any Fee or Reward, to join with all 
their Force in the Preſervation of the Balance of Power, 
whenever it ſhall appear to be in any real Danger, con- 
ſequently I muſt conclude, that it was altogether unne- 
eſſary for us to enter into any ſuch Treaty as that now 
before us, or to promiſe any ſuch Subſidy as is by that 
Treaty ſtipulated 3 and therefore, as one of the Repre- 
ſentatives of the People, as one of thoſe to whom they 
dave intruſted the Management and the laying out of 
eir Money in the moſt fruga] Manner, I cannot agree 
t put them to ſuch an unneceſſary Expence as what is 
now propoſed. 


It was reply'd in Subſtance as follows, viz. 


SIR 
Shall readily agree with the honourable Gentleman, 
1 that it will be quite unneceſſary for us to engage in 
eWar, till one of the Parties now engaged begins to 
kuh their Conqueſis ſo far as to bring the Balance of 
'ower into Danger; but I cannot admit that till that 
Event happens it will be quite unneceſſary to put our- 
elves to any Expence : On the contrary it would, in 
y Opinion, be very imprudent in us, not to prepare 
fir ſuch an Event, when every one muſt ſee that it 
May probably happen; and we can make no Preparations 
Fithout putting ourſelves to ſome Expence. If we 
would be altogether unprepared when that Event hap- 
Pens, the prevailing Power might puſh their Conqueſts 
D d 2 | ſa 


— — — — — 
208 The Hiſtorical Regiſter Nos 
o far, before we could make ſufficient Preparations fh 
utting a Stop to them, that it might be out of ou 
Power, with the greateſt Preparations we could make 
to preſcribe Bounds to their future Deſigns, or to alig 
| them to reſtore any of their Conqueſis: Whereas by pro 
viding in Time, we ſhall not only be able to ſay to then 
whenever we have a Mind, Hitherto we have allovel 
you to come, you ſhall go no further; but we may very 
probably prevent any fuch Event's ever happening; be 
| cauſe the Succeſsful being ſenfible of our Readineſs h 
| give them a Check, they will of Courſe limit their 
Views, and not puſh their Conqueſls ſo far as to bring 
the Balance of Power into any Danger. 

The only two Ways of providing, either for our om 
Defence, or for the Prefervation of the Balance d 
Power, in Caſe it ſhould be broyght into Danger, is by 
encreaſing qur Forces by Sea and Land at home, cry 
concluding Treaties and forming Alliances with neigh 
bouring States; and this laſt is the moſt neceſſary, an 
ought to be firſt undertaken; becauſe without previous 
Alliances, we cannot have the, Aſſiſtance of our Neigh- 
bours as ſoon as we ſtand in Need of them; and if wed 
not take Care in Time to engage them in our Inteteſ, 
they may happen to be prevailed on to engage with our 
Enemies, or with thoſe who may ſoon aſter come tobe 
our Enemies. This is our very Caſe at preſent, anl 
was more particularly our Caſe with Reſpect to Der 
mark; for however much it may be in their Intereſt, to 
Join with all their Force in preſerving a Balance of Poet 
in Europe, yet if we had not concluded this Treaty with 
them, it was very probable they would ſoon have been 
drawn into Engagements which might ſoon have comets 
have been inconſiſtent with the Liberties of Europe; and 

if they had been once drawn into ſuch Engagements, b 
would not have been ſo eaſy a Matter to get them diſen 
gaged, and much lefs to prevail with them to att con. 
trary to thoſe Engagements. | 

'Tis true, Sir, all the Princes and States of Eur: 
are as much intereſted in the Preſervatiun of the Balance 
of Power as we are; but if ſome of the Princes 6 
Europe, from private Views of their own, ſhould be 
drawn in to aſſiſt in overturning that Balance, or if ſom 
of them from Fear, or from other Motives, ſhould t. 
ſolve upon a Neutrality, or ſhould continue inactive and 
indalent when the Liberties of Europe are in the utwol 
Danger, are we to do the ſame? Or if by laying out! 
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little Money, we could prevent their entering into any 
ſuch Engagements; if by granting them a few ſmall 
Subſidies we co114 rouze them from their Indolence, and 
render them (tive and reſolute in the Preſervation of 
our common Liberties, would it be prudent in us to att a 
penurivus Part upon ſuch an Occaſion ; and by refuſing 
to give a Part of what we have, expole ourſelves and all 
we are worth in the World to inevitable Ruin? Such an 
unſeaſonable Parſimony I hope no Gentleman will con- 
tend for, and therefore it muſt be granted, that when the 
Liberties of Europe are in Danger, or are like to be in 
Danger, we mult endeavour to unite the Princes and 
States of Europe in their common Defence ; and if this 
Union cannot be effeftuated, without our giving ſome 
Bribes or Penſions, it mult be done; for of two Evils 
the leaſt is always to be choſen. The Expence we arc 
to be at by the Treaty now before us is, 'tis true an 
Evil, but every Man muſt grant, that it would have 
been a much greater Evil to have had Denmark engaged 
2gainſt us, in Caſe we ſhould hereafter find it neceſſary 
to take a Share in the War: This I am fo fully con- 
vinced of, that I believe, if the Caſe ſhould have hap- 
pened, the neglecting of Denmark upon ſuch an Occaſion, 
the not making ſuch a Treaty as that now before us, 
would have been highly exclaimed againft, and would 
haye been called an unpardonable Blunder. For this 
Reaſon I cannot but approve of the Treaty, and there- 
fore I cannot but agree to the Motion. 


To this it was added by the M=—=r of the R=—11s 
and F——; H we, Eſq; who were for agreeing to 
the Motion, That they approved of the Treaty as little 
as any Gentleman did: That tho' they thought it was 
altozether unneceſſary to put the Nation to ſuch an Ex- 
pence *till the Danger became more apparent; yet as it 
wes the firſt Treaty his Majeſty had concluded upon the 
preſent Emergency, they would agree to the Motion 
becauſe if that Houſe ſhould diſagree with what his 
Majeſty had done with Reſpett to that Treaty, it might 

e, at fuch a ConjunCture, of the molt dangerous Conſe- 
quence to the Liberties of Europe, by encouraging the 
ambitious Views which ſome of the Parties engaged in 
War may now have, or hereafter form to themſelves, 
and by diſcouraging any of the Princes or States of 
Europe from entering into, or concludiug any Treaties 


With his Majeſty, even tho” the Circumſtances of Europe 


ſhould 
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ſhould then abſolutely require ſuch Treaties to be cn. 
cluded. | 


The Queſtion being at laſt put for agreeing with the 
Motion, it was upon a Diviſion carried in the Afirmy 
tive, by 270 to 178. | 

The chief Speakers in Favour of this Motion were, 
Sir R f 1 Sir W 
Ho—— W le, Eſqz T 
C 1B n, and Mr. A 
Oc. and the chief Speakers againſt it were, Sir W———y 


m F. eee 
$ , Eſq; 


6 ——— 


WW. m, W. m P y, Eſq; Sir 7— 

5 d, S I'S 5, ſq; 7 

S n; Eſq; and Sir 7 1 H 4 C n, c. 
On Friday the 7th Day of March T 5 B—, 


Eſq; moved the H ſe of C ns as follows, viz, 
That the Clauſe of an Act made the ſecond Year of his 
preſent Majeſty's Reign, entitled, An A for the mire 
effettual preven.ing Bribery and Corruption in the Eleftions 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament, which relates to the 
laſt Determination in the Houſe of Commons, concern- 
ing Votes for Members to ſerve in Parliament for any 
County, Shire, City, Borough, Cinque-port, or Place; 
with the Clauſe relating to the Oath to be taken by re. 
turning Officers, ſhould be read. And the ſame having 
been read accordingly, he then moved as follows, viz, 
That the Council at the Bar of this Houſe, or before 
the Committee of Privileges and EleRions, be reftrained 
from offering Evidence, touching the Right of Election 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament for any City, Borough, 
or Place, contrary to the Jaſt Determination in the 
Houſe of Commons; which Determination, by an AR 
paſſed in the ſecond Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, 
entitled, An Act for the more effectual preventing Bribery 
and Corruption in the Elections of Members to ſerve in Par- 
tiament, is made final to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſo- 
ever, any Uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


This Motion occafioned ſome Debate, of which J ſhall 
give the Subſtance as follows, viz. 


SIR 4 
Y the Clauſe of the AR now read to you, it ap- 

: pears, that the laſt Determination of the Houſe of 
Commons, with Regard to the Right of voting at any 


Election, is declared to be final to all Intents and -_ 
| | poles 
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poles whatſoever, any Uſage to the contrary notwith- 
landing; ſo that in all future Diſputes about any Elec- 
tion for the ſame Place, the lait Determination of the 
| Houſe of Commons is the Rule by which the Right of 

voting is to be determined, and againſt which no Argu- 
ments, nor any Proof can be admitted: This I take to 
be now the Law of the Land, and conſequently is bind- 
ing as well upon this Houſe, as upon every Gentleman 
who has been ſince that Act, or may hereafter be con- 
cerned in any Election. Ry | 

At all Times, Sir, and particularly in ſuch a dan- 
gerous Con juncture as the preſent, it is incumbent upon 
us to eſlabliſn as generally as poſſible among the People, 
a good Opinion of the Impartiality, Integrity, and Ju- 
flice of this Houſe in all our Reſolutions, and in all our 
Proceedings, With Reſpect to State Affairs, eſpecially 
ſuch as relate to foreign Tranſadctions, the Fads are not 
publickly known, nor can the Motives or Arguments for 
or againſt any Queſtion relating to them be underſtood 
by the Vulgar, and therefore in ſuch Queſtions it is not 
eaſy for the People in general to comprehend the De- 
bates; nor would it be poſſible for them to diſcover the 
Injuſtice or the Partiality of our Proceedings, were it 
poſhble for this Houſe to be guilty of any ſuch; but in 
all our Proceedings relating to EleCtions, the People in 
general, or at leaſt thoſe who live in the Neighbourhood 
of the Place, where any Diſpute happens about an 
Election, know every Circumſtance, and are as capable 
to judge of the Motives or Arguments for or againſt moſt 
of the Queſtions that occur upon ſuch Occaſions, as any 
Member of this Houſe ; and when the People obſerve a 
Variety and Contradiction in our Determinations rela- 
ting to ſuch Affairs; when they obſerve the Right of 
voting at an Election given by this Houſe to one Sort of 
People, and in the very next Seſſion perhaps, that Right 
termined by this Houſe to be in a quite different Sort 
« People, they muſt conclude, that the Determinations 
of this Houſe in Relation to that Affair did not proceed 
rom Juſtice and Impartiality, but from private Intereſt, 
or from Party-zeal. This is the Concluſion they muſt 
neceſſarily form with Reſpect to thoſe Affairs they know, 
and can judge of; and the Misfortune is, that they from 
thence naturally conclude, that our Proceedings are go- 
verned by the ſame Motives in thoſe Affairs which the 
W not know nor can judge of, | | 


To 
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To prevent an Effect fo dangerous to our Conſtitution 
was, I believe, Sir, one of the chief Motives for inſert. 
ing the Clauſe now read to you in that Act of Parljz. 
ment, and Care has been taken to expreſs it in Terms ſy 
ſtrong and explicit, that it cannot, in my Opinion, be 
evaded by any Artifice or Subterfuge. It is now the Law 
of the Land; a Law ſo reaſonable, that I hope it will 
never be altered or repealed ; and a Law ſo plain, that! 
can make no Doubt, but that the laſt Determination of 
the Houſe of Commons will, ſor the future, be, in all 
ſuch Caſes, an infallible Rule, a Rule from which we 
cannot depart. However, Sir, as ſome Gentlemen are 
not ſufficiently appriſed of this Law, or may entertain 
Hopes that this Houſe will not, in their future Deter- 
minations, rictly adhere to it, they may therefore put 
themſelves to great Expence in bringing up Witneſſes, 
and may take np a great ceal of your Time with Argu- 
ments, to ſhew that the Right of voting at any Election 
now diſputed, is not in thoſe People, or in thofe People 
only, in whom it was declared to be by the laſt Deter. 
mination of this Houſe; which will be a putting them- 
ſelves to great Expence, and taking up the Time of this 
Houſe to no Purpoſe ; ſince the Jaſt Determination of 
the Houfe of Commons is now by Law eſtabliſhed as 1 
Rule from which we cannot depart, notwithſtanding the 
cleareſt Proof of any Uſage to the contrary. 

As we ought, Sir, to prevent Gentlemen's putting 
themſelves to any needleſs Expence, as we ought to 
prevent their attempting to take up the Time of this 
Houſe to no Purpoſe, theretore I think this Law ought 
to be ſome Way revived, not only to put Gentlemen in 
Mind of it, but to ſhew them that we are reſolved to 
adhere to it in the ſtricteſt Manner; and as the only 
proper Way for us to revive any Law, is by coming to 
to ſome new Reſolution in Relation to it, therefore I 
hope the Houſe will agree to the Motion I am to make, 
which is, That it may be ordered, that the Counſet at 
the Bar, Oc. (as above.) 


To this it was anſwered thus; 
SIX, | 
MUST own, I have lately conſidered the Clauſe nov 
read to you, and therefore am not now prepared fo 
ſpeak to it, or to give my Opinion for or againſl the 
Motion which the Hon. Gentleman has been pleaſed 1 
make; but upon the firſt View, I take the Motion ba 


. 
of the utmoſt Cenſequence, becauſe I look upon it 
in Attack, or rather a Reſtraint, deſigned to be put 
on the Power and Juriſdiftion of this Houſe in the 
f material Point, which is that of determining finally 
| Queſtions relating to eled ing the Members of our 
n Houſe. I really never imagined, nor could indeed 
je believed, that the Intention of that AQ, or of any 
zuſe in it, was to limit or reſtrain the Houſe of Com- 
ons, with Reſpect to their Determinations in Matters 
Election; for in all ſuch Determinations I think we 
acht not to be under any Limitation, nor confined by 
Rule; and if there had been any ſuch Intention, I 
lieve this Houſe would never have agreed to the Bill, 

r at leaſt to that Clauſe by which any ſuch Reſtraint 
us intended to be laid upon the Houſe. 

It is for this Reaſon, Sir, that I have always imagined, 
nd ſtil! think, that the Clauſe now read to you relates 
ly to Sheriffs, and other Returning Officers, and was 
feſigned as a Direction to them, what Sort of Perſons 
hey were to admit to vote or poll at any Election, with 
ReſpeQt to which they were by this Clauſe obliged to 
ke the laſt Determination of the Houſe of Commons, 
s a Rule to be inviolably obſerved by them at all ſuc- 
eeding Elections. This, Sir, I muſt ſtill think, accord- 
Ing to the View I have of it at preſent, is all that is de- 
ned by the Clauſe; for it is certain, that if in all 
ſuture diſputed Elections, we were to take the laſt De- 
termination of this Houſe as an infallible Rule for our 
Condud, a very great Injury would thereby be done to a 
great many Cities and Boroughs in England; and I can- 
mt imagine that it was ever the original Intention of 
any Act of Parliament to do an Injury to any one, much 
eſs to great Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjeds. 

However, Sir, as I have not lately read or con ſi- 
fered the AQ, I will not now pretend to be poſitive in 
my Opinion, and therefore I hope the Hon. Gentlemen 
vill agree to put off the Conſideration of this Motion to 
ſome ſhort Day, to Monday next if they pleaſe, that 
er Gentlemen as well as myſelf may have Time to 
conſider it, before we are obliged to give our Opinion in 
iCife which is certainly of very great Conſequence. 


< 
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It was replied as follows ; 
SIX, | 
S I had the Honour to be a Member of this Hos 
when that Act had the good Fortune to paſs, I wel 
remember the Hiſtory of this very Clauſe. This Clay 
was not originally in the Bill, but was put into thy 
Bill by the other Houſe, and was put in, I believe, wig 
a View to prevent the Paſſing of the Bill z or at leaſt thy 
this was the Intention of thoſe who firſt contrived a 
inſerted this Clauſe: For they imagined that this H 
would never agree to ſuch an Amendment; but wha 
the Bill came back to this Houſe, the Gentlemen wh 
promoted the Bill were fo juſtly fond of it, that they 
choſe to agree to all the Amendments made by t 
other Houſe, and this among the reſt, rather than kde 
ſo good a Bill. Indeed as to this Clauſe they had aw 
ther, and a very good Reaſon for agreeing to it; for the 
it did lay ſome Reſtraint upon the Juriſdiction of thi 
Houſe in Matters of Election, yet the Mijority of thy 
Houſe then thought it a reaſonable Reſlrair:t, and even 
neceflary Reſtraint, in order to prevent, in Time 9 
come, that Variety and frequent Contradiction in ou 
Determinations with Reſpe& to EleQions, which bad i 
Time paſt greatly contributed to the giving the Genen. 
lity of the People a contemptible Opinion of all tle 
Proceedings of this Houſe. 

The Clauſe now read to you, Sir, is fo full, and cov 
ceived in Terms ſo plain and eafy to be underitod, 
that I am ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman defire one 
Hour to conſider it, before he agrees to the Motion nov 
made to you; but I am ſtill more ſurpriſed to hear aty 
Gentleman, eſpecially a Gentleman who has often 2. 
tended the Committee of Elections, ſay, he imagined thi 
Clauſe was intended only as a Direction to the Sherift 
and other Returning Officers, with Reſpe& to what don 
of People they were to admit to vote or poll at any Ele- 
tion. This, Sir, I am ſurpriſed to hear ſaid by ay 
Gentleman who has ever attended the Committee d 
Eleftions; becauſe this very Direction was given I 
Att of Parliament many Years ago to all Sheriffs and Re- 
turning Officers: So long ago as fince, I believe, the ith 
Year of King William's Reign, all Sheriffs and Returning 
Officers have been prohibited, by an Act then made, te 
return any Member to ſerve in Parliament, contrary t 
the laſt Determination in the Houſe of Commons, * 
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ie Right of Election for ſuch Place; and therefore it 
qld have been quite unneceſſary, it would have been 
ticulous to have inſerted in a late Ad ſuch a Clauſe as 
it now before us, if no more had been intended by it, 
mn to give the ſame Directions to Sheriffs and other 
eturning Officers, which were given to them by a for- 
er Act then in full Force: But, without any ſuch 
nſideration, the Clauſe before us is in itſelf fo clearly 
preſſed, that it is impoſſible to miſtake its Meaning 
pd as the Hon, Gentleman intends nothing by his Mo- 
ion, but to prevent Gentlemen's putting themſelves to 
needleſs Expence, and giving this Houſe an unne- 
eſfary Trouble, I can fee no Reaſon why we ſhould 
uke any Difficylty in agreeing to what he has propoſed. 
Can Gentlemen be ſerious, Sir, when they ſay that 
is Houſe ought not to be confined by any Rules, that 
e ought not to be under any Limitation or Reſtraint, 
ith Reſpect to our Determinations about the Election 
f our own Members, and that this Houſe would never 
uve agreed to the Clauſe, if any ſuch Thing had been 
tended. Our Determinations in ſuch Caſes are, 'tis 
we, ſupreme and final; but ſurely, Sir, even in ſuch 
ifes we are limited and confined by the Rules of natu- 
| Juſtice and Equity, and likewiſe by the ancient Cu- 
toms and the Laws of the Kingdom. Let a Court of 
Judicature be as abſolute and ſupreme as can be ima- 
gined, yet I ſhould have a very bad Opinion of the 
Judges of that Court, if they confined themſelves to no 
Rules, nor even to thoſe Laws they themſelves had be- 
bre made for their future Conduct. I do not know but 
me of the Cities and Boroughs of England may have 

injured by the laſt Determination of this Houſe, and 
I there were any ſuch, we muſt grant, it was a Hard- 
hip upon them, to make that injurious Determination 
ſolute and final as to them in all Time to come; but. 
there were any ſuch injurious Determinations made 
Wy this Houſe, it was neceſſary by a Law to put a Stop 
lo them, and the more there were of them, the more 
tecelſary it was to make ſuch a Law, in order to prevent 
ay ſuch in Time to come. The Hardſhip is already 
put upon them; the Law is already paſſed; it is now 
one of the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Kingdom, and cannot 
therefore be altered or amended by any Reſulution or 


that a Hardſhip has been put upon particular Men for 
the Good of the Society in general z but in this Caſe, if 
Ee 2 any 


elermination of this Houſe; It is not the firſt Time 
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any City or Borough has been injured by the laſt Dei 
mination of the Houſe of Commons, and that Inju 
fix d upon them by the Law now under our Conſite 
tion, they may apply to Parliament for Relief, and yi 
certainly obtain an Act of Parliament for that Puryds 
which is the only Method by which they can now be n 
lie ved; ſo that the Hardſhip that has been put upe 
them can be of no Weight, it cannot indeed fo much 
come under our Conſideration in the preſent Queſtion, 

However, Sir, tho' I do not think it at all neceſſyryy 
take a Day to conſider of the preſent Motion, yet I ſh 
not be againſt it; becauſe I wiſh it were made a ſlandig 
Order of this Houfe, that no Motion ſhould be take 
into Conſideration or agreed to the ſame Day it is made 
For this Reaſon I ſhall not be againſt adjourning the De 
bate *till Monday, according to the Hon. Gentlemen' 
Defire, and I agree to it the rather, becauſe I hope, wha 
the Motion has been fully and maturely conſidered, i 
will be unanimouſly agreed to: But, on other Occaſions, 
I hope thoſe Gentlemen will ſhew the ſame Compli- 
ſance to others, and will not inſiſt, that any Motion they 
may hereafter think fit to make, ſhall be immediately 
taken into Conſideration ; for if this ſhould be made x 
Rule for one Side, and not for the other, it would be 
partial a Method of proceeding as was ever praQiſed by 


former Parliaments in their Determinations about Elec 
tions. - 


Accordingly it was ordered, that the further Confſide- 
ration of that Queſtion ſhould be adjourn'd to NMondy 
Morning next, when the Motion was amended thus: 
That the Counſel at the Bar of this Houſe, or before the 
Committee of Privileges and EleQions, be reſtrainet 
trom offering Evidence, touching the Legality of Votes 
for Members to ſerve in Parliament, for any County, 
Shire, City, Borough, Cinque port or Place, contrary ti 
the laſt Determination in the Houſe of Commons: 
Which Determination, by an A& paſſed in the ſecond 
Vear of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, entitled, An 46 
for the more effectual preventing Bribery and Corruption, i 
the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, is made 
final to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, any Uſag® 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. . And then it was agreed 
to without any further Debate. 

The Principal Speakers upon this Occaſion were, Fot 
the Motion, T—s B=—n, Eſq; 15S, E's 
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— P! 7, Eſq; and the M 
For delay ing the Motion, H 
Hoy F 


r of the R—lls. 
ce W le, Eſqʒ 
m, Eſqy and Sir m ge, 


On Thurſday the 6th of March, a Motion was made 
in the H ſe of L——ds, © That an humble Addreſs 
* ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be 
© graciouſly pleaſed to give Direction, that the ſeveral 
© Inftrutions to Mr. Woodward, his Majetty's Miniſter 
© in Poland, in the Year 1729, ſhould be laid before the 
© Houſe. 

This Motion occaſioned a long Debate; but as we 
have lately given the Debate upon the ſame Motion, 
made the preceding Seſſion in the H ſe of C ns, 


we ſhall abridge our Account of this as much as poſ- 
ſible. 


The Argument for it was to this Effect: 


My Lords, 
s we are many of us by Birth, and all of us, by 
thoſe Honours which our Kings have conferred 
upon us or our Anceſtors, not only entitled, bur obliged 
to give his Majeſty our beſt and moſt ſincere Advice in 
all arduous Affairs, one of the chief Ends of our meet- 
ing in this Houſe, is to conſider the State of the Nation, 
both with Reſpet to foreign and domeſtick Affairs, in 
Order to give our King. upon every conſiderable Emer- 
gency, that Counſel which we think may tend moſt to 
his Glory, and the Intereſt of the Nation; for which 
End it is necefſary for us to have all thoſe Treaties, 
Negotiations, and other Papers laid before us, which 
may be neceſſary for our Information in any Affair, in 
which it may be incumbent on us to give our Advice; 
and for this Reaſon it has always been the Cuſtom and 
the Right of this Houſe, to call for all ſuch Papers, and 
to conſider them deliberately, before we ever offered to 
give our Advice to the Crown. 

I believe it will be granted, that with Reſpe& to our 
foreign Affairs, there never was a more critical Conjunc- 
ture than the preſent ; there never was a Conjuntture 
when it was more neceſſary for us to conſider the State 
ve are in, or more incumbent upon us to offer our beſt 
and our fincereſt Advice to our Sovereign, nor was there 
ever a ConjunQure when the King could ſtand more in 
Need of honeſt and upright Counſel: The Eyes of all 

Euro pe 
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Europe are now fix'd upon the Behaviour of Great Bri. 
tain, and by our Behaviour in the preſent Conjuncturt, 
both the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation, nay even 
the Liberties of Europe, may be either ſacrificed or pre. 
ſerved. In ſuch a Conjuncture, can we perform our 
Duty to our Country or our King, can we anſwer one of 
the chief Ends of our meeting in this Houſe, without 
examining into the State of our foreign Affairs, and of. 
fering our moſt deliberate Advice to our Sovereign ; 
Upon ſuch an Occaſion, we are not to wait till his Ma. 
jeſty ſhall be prompted by thoſe about him to ask out 
Advice; becauſe, if by them he has been miſled in any 
former Steps, we may depend on it, they will endeavour 
as much as they can, to divert his Majeſty from apply. 
ing to Parliament for Counſel, when they are certain, 
that by ſuch an Application their Conduct would come 
10 be examined into, and highly cenſur'd : No, my 
Lords, this Hauſe is his Majeſty's higheſt and moſt n4- 
tural Council; we are in Duty bound to give him our 
Advice upon every important Emergency; and upon an 
Emergency of ſuch Importance as the prefent, his Ma- 
eſty's having made no Application to this Houle for 
Advice, is, with me, a ſtrong Argument that he has 
been miſled in ſome late Meaſures by thoſe about him, 
and that by them he is diverted from applying where 
he is always ſure to meet with honeſt and upright Coun- 
fel ; and therefore I muſt think we have the greater 
Reaſon to enquire into the preſent State of our Afﬀairs, 
and offer that Advice which ſhall appear the moſt con- 
ſonant to our preſent Circumſtances. 

This Conſideration, my Lords, makes it the more ne- 
ceſſary for us ſpeedily to offer his Majeſty our Advice 
upon the preſent Poſture of Affairs in Europe; and as 
in this we cannot pretend to give any Advice, without 
being fully informed as to the Sources and Cauſes of 
the preſent War, it is therefore abſolutely neceſſary to 
Have laid before us all the Papers relating to our late 
foreign Iranſations. Among the many foreign Tranſ- 
actions we have been lately engaged in, thoſe relating to 
Poland are at preſent the moſt neceſſary for us to enquire 
into, becauſe the late Tranſattions in that Kingdom 
are ſaid to have been the ſole Cauſe of the preſent War; 
therefore it is impoſſible for us to give any Advice about 
the preſent Puſlure of Affairs in Furope, without ev 
mining whether we had any and what Share in thoſe 
Tranfa&ions 3 and as in the Year 1729, the late 1 
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of Poland was dangeroufly ill of the Diſtemper of which 
he afterwards dy'd; as every one even then judged his 
Life could not be of any long Continuance; and as every 
one likewiſe judged, that his Death might very probably 
produce a Combuſtion in Europe, it is very reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that Meaſures for the Election of a future King 
were then begun to be concerted ; therefore I think we 
ought to know whether we had any Share in thoſe Mea- 
ſures, before we offer any Advice to his Majeſty upon 
the preſent Poſture of Affairs; for which Reaſon I hall 
beg Leave to make as modeſt a Demand as can well be 
made in the preſent Conjuncture, which is, That an 
tumble Addreſs, Oc. (as before-mentioned.) 


— 


To this it was anſwer'd in Subſtance as follows . 


My Lords, 

Shall agree with the noble Lord, that this Houſe has 

2 Right to call for any Papers that may be neceflary 
for our Information, with Reſpe& to any Affair we are 
o ought to enquire into; but to the Honour of this 
Houſe, I muſt add, that That Right has been always 
hitherto uſed with great Prudence and Caution: We 
have never yet called for any Papers by which the Se- 
crets of the Government might be any Way divulged, or 
the Affairs of the Nation brought into any Diſtreſs. 

Upon the preſent Occaſion, iy Lords, if his Majeſty 
had found it neceſfary to apply to this Huufe for Advice, 
he would certainly have done ſo; and he has too much 
Penetration to allow himſelf to be diverted by thoſe 
about him, from doing what may be neceſſary upon 
amy Emergency, either for his own Glory or the Inte- 
reſt of his People: But from what his Majeſty has told 
us from the Throne, we may cafily ſce the Reaſon why 
be has not as yet made any ſuch Application: His Ma- 
kſty has told us, that he was no Way engaged in any 
of thoſe Meaſures which gave Occaſion to the preſent 
War, and conſequently he can have no Manner of Con- 
en in it, unleſs ſome of the Parties engaged ſhould 
begin to puſh their Conqueſts, or their Views, further 
than is con fiſlent with the Preſervation of the Balance 
Ut Power in Europe : Whenever this happens, it will 

ome neceſſary for this Nation to interfere ; and ia 
Vy fuch Event, we need not doubt but his Majeſty 
vill take all proper Methods to have the beſt Advice 
ut 32 any ſuch. Event muſt neceffarily involve this Na- 

tion 
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tion in great Danger and great Expence, therefore hit 
Ma jefly is now purſuing that which will redound moſt 
to his own Glory, and to the Safety and Advantage of 
the Nation, he is endeavouring to put an End to the 
War, by a ſolid and laſting Peace; and as he is now 
acting the Part of a Mediator between the two contend- 
ing Parties, as he has already offered to them a Plan of 
an Accommodation, it is neceſſary for him to keep in as 
good Terms as poſſible with all the Parties engaged, till 
he ſhall ſee what may be the Event of that Plan. 
Though I do not know, my Lords, nor do believe 
that any of the Powers now engaged in War, can have 
juſt Reaſon to be diſpleaſed with the Part this Nation 
acted, with ReſpeC to the Affairs in Po/ard in the Year 
17293 yet if all the Inſtructions and Letters ſent to our 
Miniſter in Poland at that Time, and all his Letters 
from thence ſhould be made publick, I do not know but 
fome one or other of the Powers now engaged in War 
may find Fault with ſome of them, which would of 
Courſe very much embaraſs his Majeſty's Negotiations, 
for reſtoring the Peace of Europe, and thereby preventing 
this Nation's being involved in a dangerous and expen- 
five War, if not render them altogether ineffectual. | 
Hope the Inſtructions and the Letters now moved for, 
were as wiſely drawn up, and as cautiouſly worded as it 
was at that Time poſſible; but it was impoſſible to fore: 
ſee all the various Events which have ſince happen'd; 
and had theſe Inſtruètions been drawn up by the wiſel 
Miniſters that ever were in this Nation, or in any Ns 
tion, it is not to be ſuppoſed but that there may be ſome 
Expreſſions in them which may diſoblige ſome of the 
contending Powers, or may at leatt render ſome of them 
Jealous and ſuſpicious of his Majeſty's Impartiality i 
preſent, which of Conſequence may very probably dif 
appoint thoſe Meaſures his Majeſty has now concerted 
for reſtoring the Tranquility, and preſerving the bt 
Jance of Power in Europe. 

With Regard, my Lords, to the Tranſactions in Fs 
land in the Year 1729, we muſt ſuppoſe that our Mi- 
niſter had InflruQions to favour the Party of Staniſlaiy, 
or the Party of the then Electora! Prince of Saxony, 
that his Iaſtructions were to favour neither of the Per 
ties that then began to appear in Poland; but to wat 
the Motions and Meaſures of each of them, without 4 
claring on one Side or the other. It his Inftruftions 
were to favour the Party of King Szaniſkaas, they 
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liking of them would certainly diſoblige all thoſe who 
are now engaged to ſupport the preſent Elector of Saxony; 
and if his Inflruions were to favour the then Electoral 
Prince, now Elector of Saxony, the publiſhing of them 
would, in the preſent ConjunQuure, as certainly diſo— 
blige all thoſe who are now engaged to ſupport the 
Election of Staniſlaus In either of which Caſes, a Jea- 
Jouſy would be raiſed againſt his Majeſty, which would 
probably diſappoint the Plan lately concerted for an Ac- 

comme dation. | 
But, my Lords, ſuppoſe that the Inſtructions given 
to our Miniſter then in Poland were, to act an exact 
neutral Part; yet we cannot well ſuppoſe them ſo cau- 
tiouſly penp*d, but that one Side or other may take Ex- 
ceptions to them, which would diminich in ſome one 
or other of the Parties new engaged in War, that Confi- 
dence which they at preſent repoſe in his Majeſty, and 
which it is neceſſary to keep up, in order to render his 
Majeſty's Mediation ſucceſsful : And if we could ſup- 
poſe them ſo cautivuſly penn'd, as not to give the leaſt 
Offence 3 upon ſuch a Suppoſition it mult be granted, 
that we can expect no Information from them in Rela- 
tion to the preſent War: We cannot 1rom thence diſco- 
ver what were the Springs and the Cauſes of the War, 
which may be very different from thoſe publickly aſ- 
lign'd ; and if the whole Truth were known, I am apt 
to believe it would appear, that the late Tranſactions 
in Poland, were none of the Cauſes of the preſent War, 
er at leaſt that thev contributed but a very little towards 
it, by being a Sort of Cloak for covering thoſe Deſigns 
which were the real Motives of the War. Thus, my 
Lords, the making publick thoſe Inftrutions and Papers 
vhich are now called for, muſt be of great Prejudice to 
his Majeſty's Affairs, in every ſuppoſable Caſe but one, 
ind in that one Caſe they can be of no Service, nor 
itord any Lights to this Houſe, with Reſpect to what 
your Lordſhips defire to be inform'd about ; for this 
Reaſon I think it is not only quite unneceſſary, but very 
proper to preſent to his Majeſty any ſuch Addreſs as 
8 been propoſed 3 becauſe tho” the particular Tranſ- 
ions then carry'd on in Poland, are now at an End, 
jet the Conſequences of them are ſo far from being at 
m End, that they are now pretended to have been the 
Canſe and the chief Motive for entering into the preſegt 
War againſt the Emperor; and therefore I ſhall be againſt 
Filling for or publiſhing muy Papers, which may in the 
F £ eaſt 
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leaſt relate to thoſe TranſaQions and Negotiations nor 
upon the Anvil in Europe. 


To this it was reply'd to the following Effect. 

My Lords, | 

HERE is no Lord in this Houſe, nor any Man in 

the Kingdom, who has a greater Regard for hit 
Majeſty, or a better Opinion of his Majeſty's Wiſcon 
and Penetration than I have; but my Duty to his Mz. 
Jeſtv, as a Member of this Houſe, obliges me to offer my 
beſt and moli fincere Advice in every Affair which I lok 
upon as an Aﬀair of Importance; and my Duty to my 
King, as well as my own Honour, forbids me to offer my 
Advice in any Affair till I have that Information which 
I think neceffary for that Purpoſe. It has been ſo often 
ſaid in this Houſe that I am aſhamed to repeat it, but 
u pon this Occaſion I muſt again take Notice, that Speeches 
from the Throne are, in this Houſe, always conſider'das 
Speeches from the Miniſters for the Time being, and 
therefore we are never to be confined or reſtrained in our 
Debates, by any Thing that has been ſaid to us from the 
Throne : Whether we have any Concern in the preſent 
War, or whether we were any Way engaged in thoſe 
Meaſures which gave Occaſion to the preſent War, is 
for this Reaſon a Queſtion, that no Lord, as a Member 
of this Houſe, can be as yet ſatisfy'd about, becauſe ve 
have as yet made no Enquiry into it, nor can make a 
Enquiry till a great many Papers, particularly that 
now called for, arc laid before us. 

As for the Plan for an Accommodation, which it i 
Taid has been offered to the Parties now engaged in War, 
T muſt declare, my Lords, I know nothing about it; an 
every one of vour Lordſhips, when you ſpeak as Mem- 
bers of this Houſe, muſt declare the ſame, becauſe it 
has never yet been communicated to the Houſe ; an 
therefore I cannot ſay any Thing about it, nor can 
know what may be prejudicial or advantageous to it. | 
do not know, my Lords, what Sort of Plan it is; but 
if it be ſuch a Plan, or any Thing like the Plan that 
has been publiſhed in the Dutch Gazettes, we have 10 
great Reaſon for being fearful of doing any Thing that 
mi prevent its being effectual; for I am convinced it 
will never produce an Accommodation, it can neve 
have any Effect, unleſs it be to engage this Nation 1 
the War, whether it be our Intereſt or Inclination fo !! 


do Or not. 1. 
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It is impoſſible, my Lords, that any War can break 
out in Europe, in whieh this Nation has no Concern ; If 
we have no particular Obligation upon us, if we have 
no particular Intereſt to engage us to take a Share in the 
War, yet we ought to take every ſuch Opportunity to 
ſettle the Diſputes we may have with either of the 
Parties, or to obtain Advantages in our Trade from every 
one, or at leaſt from ſome of the Parties engaged in 
war; and it would be a very high Miſdemeanour in 
thoſe who are, or at any ſuch Time may be, at the 
Head of our Affairs, to neglect or let Nip any ſuch Op- 
portunity. The Balance of Power, my Lords, is what 
we ought always to have an Eye to; but I cannot think 
it is at preſent, or is like to be in any great Danger, 
and the Advantage of our Situation is ſuch, that we 
may always be, and therefore we ought always to be 
among the laſt Princes and States in Europe, to give cur 
ſelves much Trouble about it, or to engage. in its Pre- 
ſervation ; for if we do not give ourſelves an unneceſ- 
ſary Trouble about it, the Princes and States upon the 
Continent will take Care of it among(t themſelves; and 
if, in any Caſe of Extremity, we find ourſelves at laſt 
obliged to engage, we ought to take that Opportunity 
to ſettle all Diſputes we may have, and to reap all the. 
Advantages in Trade we may expect from any of thoſe 
in Favour of whom we engage ; and when by our 
Means, the Balance of Power is to be re-cſtabHſhed, and 
Peace to be reſtored, we have then an Opportunity of 
ſettling all former Diſputes with the Parties againſt 
whom we engage, and of obtaining new Advantages from 
them, This, my Lords, ought to be the fundamental 
Maxim of all our Negotiations and Engagements; but J 
am afraid we have for ſome Years had our Heads fo full 
of the Balance of Power being in Danger, and have been 
ſo ready upon all Occaſions to frighten ourſe}ves with 
that Phantom, that we have not only negleQed, but have 
upon all Occaſions ſacrificed the particular Intereſt of 
this Country, to our imaginary Apprehenſions about the 
general Intereſt of Europe. There was never a better 
Opportunity than the preſent, for ſettling all the Dif- 
putes this Nation may have with either of the Parties 
engaged in War, there was never a better Opportunity 
for this Nation's acquiring new Advantages in Trade 
tom every one of them, and I hope it will not be neg- 
Kited ; for I ſhall have a poor Opinion of our Negotia- 

2 tors, 


hat was moſt likely to be the Conſequence of that in- 


224 The Hiſtorical Regiſter NO; 


tors, if a Peace be reſſored without obtaining ſome con- 
fiderable Advantages for this Nation. 

With Regard to the Inftruftions ſent to our Miniſter 
in Poland in the Year 1729, 1 ſhall not pretend ſo much 
as to gueſs at what they were; but it was certainly the 
Intereſt of this Nation not to intermeddle either in E. 
vour of the Party for Staniſlaus, or in Favour of the 
Party for the EleQoral Prince of Saxony + It was our By. 
ſineſs, and would have been our Glory, to protect tht 
Republick in her Freedom of Choice; and the proper 
Inftruftions to be ſent to our Miniſter on that Occaſin, 
were only to endeavour to ſound the Views and Inclins 
tions of the leading Men of that Nation, in order to take 
our Meaſures accordingly, when the Throne ſhould be. 
come vacant by the Death of the then King of Po, 
and that we might in Time prepare to make the beſt 


pertant Event. If theſe were the Inſtructions ſent, 1 
Power in Europe can have any juſt Ground to comphin 
of our Conduct; and if any of them ſhould make ary 
unjuſt and frivolous Complaints, or conceive any grount. 
Jefs Suſpicions, they are not to be regarded. But grant. 
ing that this is the Caſe, granting that our Conduct it 
that Time was unexceptionable, is it not highly neceſſ. 
ry for us to know this before we offer any Advice to his 
Majeſty ? It is ſo neceſſary, that without it we canni 
offer an; ſincere Advice, it would be diſhonourable, 
at leaſt rah in us to attempt it; for tho? the Affairs af 
Poland may not be the chief Cauſes of the War, yet it i 
certain that, with Reſpect to France, they are the chitf 
Moti ves pretended; and for the other Cauſes of the Wir, 
we mult ſearch into other late Tranſactions, in all d 
which we certainly had a very great Concern, perhaps i 
greater than this Houſe may think this Nation ought b 
Have had, when ve come to examine into theſe Tran 
ations, and have the proper Papers laid before us fit 

that Purpoſe. | 
But, my Lords, if with Reſpect to the Affairs of I 
land, we ſavour'd either of the now contending Partits, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary for this Houſe to enquire itt 
that End to heve the Papers now moved for laid befor 
„is; ſuch en Enquiry will be fo far from being attend 
with any miſchievous Conſequences, that the Neglect 
it may be of the moſt fatal Conſequences both to this 
Nation 2:14 to tne Liberties of E::rope ; for whatever Side 
ve favdur'd, t cannct be ſuppoſed that any of our Et 
ö dea vod 
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deavours are now a Secret to thoſe of the other Side of 
the Queſtion. If we favoured the Deſigns of thoſe who 
were for ſetting Staniſlaus upon the Throne, we mult 
have concerted Meaſures with the Leaders of that Party 
in Poland; and as ſome of thoſe who were then among 
the Leaders of that Party in Poland, are now in the In- 
tereſt of the Elector of Saxony, can we ſuppoſe that any 
of our Endeavours in Favour of Staniſlaus, or the In- 
ſructions given to our Minifler for that Purpoſe, are 
now a Secret to the Elector of Saxony, or to any of the 
Powers now engaged to ſupport his Election? So that 
whatever our Inſtructions may have been upon that 
He:d, they cannot now be a Secret any where but in this 
Houſe, where they ought to be known, and ought to be 
ſirialy enquired into; for it is impoſſible to imagine 
that the Powers ot Europe, who now ſupport the EleQor 
of Saxony, will ever put any Confidence in this Nation, 
or join cordially with us in any Meaſure ; while thoſe 
Perſons, who formerly adviſed ſuch Meaſures, have any 
Influence in our Councils : Nor can the Nation propoſe 
any Terms of Peace, much leſs engage in a War, for 
defeating thoſe very Meaſures which have been concerted 
in Conjunction with us: We cannot at leaſt propoſe any 
ſach Terms of Peace, or engage in War on ſuch a Foot- 
ing, till we have made Examples of thoſe who engaged 
us in ſuch deſtructive Meafures. 5 

On the other Hand, if we ſuppoſe that the Inſtructions 
ſent at that Time to our Minitter in Poland, were to 
favour that Party, who were for placing on their Throne 
the Electoral Prince, now the Elector of Saxon, thoſe 
Inſtructions muſt have been communicated to all the 
chief Officers of State, particularly to thoſe of them 
who then appeared at the Head of the Saxon Party in 
Poland ; and as many of them are now in the Intereſt 
of Staniſlaus, can we ſuppoſe that thoſe Inſtructions ar 
now a Secret to any of thoſe Powers who are now engaged 
to ſupport the Election of that Prince to the Throne of 
Poland; or that they will look upon this Nation as im- 
partial, or with any Confidence accept of our Mediation, 
as long as thoſe very Perſons, who joined in ſuch Mea- 
ſures againſt them, have any Influence in our Councils? 
$0 that if we have a ſincere Inclination, which I think 
we ought to have, to prevent this Nation's being engag'd 
in the War, we ought to enquire into our Tranſactions in 
Poland, and for that Reaſon ought to have the Papers 
called for laid before us: But moreover, if it ſhould 
appear 
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appear that the Emperor has been attack'd for purſuing 
thoſe very Meaſures he had concerted with us, is ng 
this Nation in Honour obliged to defend him againſt ſuch 
an Attack? Or at leaſt we ought to puniſh thoſe who eq. 
gaged the Faith ef this Nation in Meaſures, which jt 
was net our Intereſt to purſue. 

Thus, my Lords, in every ſuppoſable Caſe, it is the 
Duty of this Flouſe not only to call for thoſe Inſtruc. 
tions, but to examine them ſtridly, before we can pre. 
tend to give his Majeſly any honeſt or ſincere Advice, 
in Relation to the preſent Poſture of Affairs in Europ: 
If the Inſtructions were right, we ought to know it be. 
fore we can give our Advice; and it is impoſſible the 
| publiſhing of them fhould produce any bad Effect: If 
they were otherwiſe, they can produce no worſe Effe 
than they have done already; and it is neceſſary they 
ſhould be examined into, and the Perſons puniſhed why 
adviſed them, before we can ſuppoſe that his Majeſly's 
Mediation will have any Effect towards reſtoring the 
Peace of Europe, or preventing its being neceſſery for 
this Nation to engage in the War. 


| The Queſtion was then put upun the Motion, which 

| upon a Diviſion was carry'd in the Negative, by 71 0 

= 29. The Motion was made by the Earl of 24; 
and the Speakers in Favour of it were, the ſaid Earl d 
Ch id, the Lord B ft, the Lord Co—— 
and the Earl of V- ea: The Speakers againſt it 
were. the Duke of N ie, the Earl of 14, and 
the Lord H ck. 


Immediately after this Diviſion, the following Mo. 
tion was made in the ſame Houſe, viz. That an hum. 
i! © ble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he weul! 
[ be pleaſed to give DireQion, that the Letters and Ii. 
| ſtructions ſent to his Majeſty's Miniſters at the Courts 
| © of France and Spain, relating to the Execution of the 
| © Treaty of Seville ſhould be laid-before the Houſe, 


As this Motion was likewiſe made in the other Hcuſe 
the preceding Sellion, and as we gave the Debate upon it 
in the Journal of that Seſſion, we hal] therefore in lite 
Manner abridge this Debate as much as poſſible. 


* 
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My Lord's, 
Otwithſtanding the Fate of the former Motion, I 


will beg Leave to make another, which 1 hope 
will have better Succefs; but before I make the Motion 
[ intend, I deſire his Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes of 
Parliament, at the Opening of the Seſſion, in the Year 
1730-1, may be read. [The ſame was read accordingly. } 
In that Speech you may cbſerve, my Lords, his Majeſty 
„ irform'd us in general of the Difficulties that were like 
to attend the Execution of the Treaty of Seville, And 
then ſays, The Plan of Operations for the Execution of the 
Treaty of Seville by Force, in Caſe we /iould be driven to 
that Neceſſity, is now under Conſideration, — From theſe 
Expreſſions, and from what fell from a noble Lord in the 
former Debate, who told us, we were to look for the 
Springs and Cauſes of the preſent War ſomewhere elſe 
than in the Inſtructions given to our Miniſter in Poland, 
I think it abſolutely neceſſary for us to ſee the Letters 
ind Inſtructions ſent to our Miniſters at the Courts of 
France and Spain, in Relation to the Execution of that 
\ WH Treaty ; for in that Treaty, and in the Negotiations that 
| WH vere carry'd on for the Execution of that Treaty, I am, 
indeed, very much perſuaded we are to look for ſome of 
e chief Springs and Cauſes of the preſent War; at 
aſt I am very ſure we cannot pretend to give his Maje- 
by any Advice with Reſpect to the preſent War, with- 
att ſeeing that Plan of Operations which was con- 
certed for the Execution of that Treaty, and thoſe Nego- 
tiations that were carry'd on for concerting that Plan, 
and for making it effectual after it was concerted ; and 
WH therefore, my Lords, I ſhall move, Oc. {as above-men- 
Lon'd.) | 
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To this it was anſwer'd in Subſtance as follows: 


My Lords, 
1 ſay, T am a great Deal more ſurpriſed at this 
1 Motion than I was at the former; for as the Affair of 
Foland is made at leaſt the Pretence of the preſent Var, 
It might be ſuſpeRed that the late Tranſactions in that 
Kingdom were the chief Cauſes of the War; but I am 
lure it is impoſſible to imagine that any of the Letters 
a  Infiructions relating to the Execution of the Treaty of 
ville, can have any Concern with the Motives of the 
preſent War: begauſe whatever Meaſures were concerted 


1 tor 


Pleaſed to ſay of that Plan, I doubt not but it will ap 
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for the Execution of that Treaty by Force, it is cena 
that no ſuch Meaſures ever took Effect: We all knoy, 
that the Treaty of Seville was ſoon after fully execute 
in an amicable and friendly Manner, by the Concluſ 
of the Treaty of Vienna; therefore the Treaty of Vim 
is the only Paper that can properly have any Relation ty 
the Execution of the Treaty of Seville, and the only 
Paper from which we can have any Information in Rel. 
tion to the Execution of that Treaty. 

Therefore, my Lords, as there can be no Relation be. 
tween the Papers now called for and the Cauſes of the 
preſent War, there can be no Reaſon for our deſiring then 
10 be laid before us on the preſent Occafion : But farther, 
my Lords, it would be very improper, and certainly 
very dangerous, to make thoſe Papers publick at ſuchi 
JunAure as the preſent 3 becauſe there may be ſeveri 
Things in them, that might break eff that good Corr 
Tpondence which now ſubſiſts between his Majeſly and 
all the Powers engaged in the preſent War, and whichit 
is certainly neceſſary to keep up 'till the Plan of Peact, 
concerted by his Majeſty and his Allies, ſhall either be 
accepted or rejected; for if it be accepted, and Peace iv 
ſtored upon fafe and honourable Terms, this Nation will 
be freed from the Danger of being involved in a heavy 
and expenſive War, a Danger which we cannot avoid i 
the Plan be rejected, and the War long continued; ther 
fore I hope this Houſe will never agree to do any Thin 
that may give the leaſt Occaſion or Pretence for the 1 
jecting of that Plan: And whatever ſome Lords may be 


Pear to be a reaſonable and a good Plan; becauſe in the 
forming of it, the Dutch Miniſters concurred with oun; 
nay, I believe, were the firſt and principal Perſons cor 
cerned in the drawing it up: I believe ir was original! 
formed by as wiſe and as honeſt a Miniſter, as ever hal 
the Direction of the Affairs of the States-General, an! 
his Draught was approved of by all thoſe who have in) 
Share in the Adminiſtration of their Affairs; ſo th 
whatever may be ſaid or thought of our own Miniſter, 
I hope every Lord in this Houſe will do the Dutck Mi 
niſters, eſpecially that great Man who has now the chit 
DireQion of their Affairs, the Juſtice to think, that the) 
would neither have drawn up nor approved a ridicu}wi 
Plan, or a Plan which they thought would not be clic 
tual; and I believe I may ſay, that if that Plan, & 


ſomething very like it, be not effectual, it wil 
then 
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thence appear, that ſme of the Parties now engaged in 
War, have Views which they have not yet thought fit 
to own, and that both the Dutch and we will think it 
neceſſary to join in the War, in Order to prevent the 
Accompliſhment of ſuch dangerous Defigns. The diſ- 
covering of thoſe Views, if there be any ſuch, is cer- 
tainly one of the chief Things intended by that Plan; 
the ſooner they are diſcover'd, the more eaſy it will be 
to defeat them ; and I hope your Lordſhips will do no- 
thing that may defeat the Defign of the Flan, which 
your agreeing to the preſent Motion would very proba- 
biy do 3 becauſe it might furniſh a Pretence to ſome of 
the Parties engaged in War to reject the Plan, without 
being obliged to diſcover their real Deſigns. 

But in ſhort, my Lords, every Argument that was 
offer d againſt the former Motion, is certainly equally 
firong againſt this; and as your Lord ſhips have thought 
fit to diſagree with the former Motion, I make no Doubt 
of your diſagreeing likewiſe with this. 


To this it was replied : 
My Lords, 

W HAT EVER may be my own private Opi- 

nion, Iehave ſo great a Deference tor the Opinion 
of this Houſe, that if there were no Difference between 
this and the former Motion, I ſhould not have ſtood up 
to have ſaid any Thing in its Favour; but I hope when 
your Lordſhips confider it you will ſee, that there is a 
very great Differenee between the Papers now called for 
and the Papers called for by the former Motion; fer 
tho' the TranſaQions to which the former Mot ion related 
happened ſeveral Vears ago, yet it cannot be ſaid that 
the Aﬀair is quite at an End, becauſe the Diſpute 
about the Election of a King of Poland is ſtill ſubſiſting; 
and for that Reaſon many of your Lordſhips might think 
it improper to have any Papers publiſhed, which any 
Way related to that Diſputes but in the Caſe now be- 
lore us there is no Foundation for ſuch an Argument, 
the Affair relating to the Execution of the Treaty of 
Seville is now quite at an End, the Treaty has been 
ully executed in ail its Parts, except ſo far as relates 
particularly to this Nation, I mean, my Lords, with 
ReſpeRt to the De predations committed upon our Mer- 
chants by the Spaniards; and as Satisfaction was due to 
us by the Law of Nations, I hope we have made no 
Eromiles nor uſed Arguments that can poſſibly diſoblige 
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anv Power in Europe, nor particularly concerned in that 
Affair: Indeed if the Doctrine of Conſequences take 
Place, if we muſt never call for Papers relating to any 
Franſattion as long as its Conſequences are upon the 
Anvil, I doubt much if this Houfe can ever call for 
Papers relating to any Tranſaction that has happened 
for at leaſt a Century paſt; for every TranſaQion muli 
be the Conſequence of ſotne former, perhaps a great 
many former TranſaQions, ſo that we could never call 
for the Papers relating to any Tranſaftion as long ag the 
Perſons concerned in it were alive, which would indeed 
be an excellent and a fafe Doctrine for Miniſters ; but 
for that very Reaſon I hope it will never be received 
within theſe Walls. 

I ſhall readily admit, my Lords, that the Conſequences 
of the Treaty of Seville are now upon the Anvil: I ſhall 
readily admit that the preſent War is a molt natural Con- 
ſequence of the Treaty of Seville, and of the Negotit- 
tjations that were afterwards entered into for executing 
that Treaty by Force; and I am fo far from thinking 
that thoſe Negotiations, or the Papers relating to them, 
can have no Relation to the Cauſes or Motives of the 
prefent War, that I am convinced the War is chietly 
owing to that Treaty, and the Meaſures that were con- 
certed for its Execution. By that Treaty the ancient 
Union and intimate Correſpondence between France and 
Spain were reſtored; and by the IntroduQion of Spar 
Troops into Italy, we not only opened a Way for the 
Spaniards, by that very Step we loſt the King of Sari. 
ia, by which we opened a Way likewiſe for the Frent# 
into the ſame Country, and thereby united thoſe three 
Powers in that cloſe Confederacy which occaſions the 
preſent Diſlurbance in Europe. 

But, my Lords, though the preſent War be a ml 
natural Conſequence of the Treaty of Scwille, and the 
future Negotiations for the Execution of that Treats, 
I am ſo far from thinking this is a good Reaſon for our 
not calling for any Papers relating to the Execution af 
that Treaty, that I think it is a moſt convincing Argu- 
ment for our enquiring ſtrictly into all thoſe Tran. 
actions; and there is no Danger to be apprehended fron 
publiſhing any Paper relating to them: There can be 
nothing in any of thoſe Papers that can poſſibly diſoblige 
either of the three Powers now united againſt the Em. 
peror, more than we have already done by the Treaty ol 


Vienna; and if there be any Thing in either of thi 
* | Papers 
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papers which might at that Time have been diſobliging 
to, the Emperor, we have ſince ſufficiently attoned for it 
by the unlimited Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanction, 
which the Honour of this Nation now ſtands charged 
with by the Treaty of Vienna; ſo that it is not poſſible 
to conceive how there can be any Thing in the Papers 
now called for, that may tend towards deteating the Plan 
which has been concerted for reſtoring the Peace of Eu. 
rote, and which the noble Duke ſays will appear to be 
a wiſe and a good Plan. 

As I know nothing, my Lords, about this Plan, I 
ſhall not pretend to ſay what it will appear to be; but 
if it ſhould appear to be a wiſe and good Plan, I am 
ſorry to find that the Dutch only are to have the Honour 
of it ; for as we have been at all the Expence, both in 
concerting it, and in endeavouring by our Preparations 
to make it effectual, it was, I think, but reaſonable that 
we ſhould have had a Share of the Honour. However, 
let the Plan be what it will, it can receive no Prejudice 
from any of the Papers now moved for; it is im poſſible 
that either of the Parties engaged in War, can from 
thence find any Colour of Reaſon for rejecting the Plan; 
and if from frivolous Pretences they reject it, their real 
Deſigns will appear as evident as if they had rejected it 
without giving any ſuch Reaſon : But, my Lords, what- 
ever may become of the Plan, the preſent Potture of 
Affairs is of ſo great Importance, that we cannot, in 
Honour, negle& giving his Majeſty cur Advice; and it 
is impoſſible for this Houſe to give him any Advice, 
without ſeeing the Papers and Infiruttions now moved 
for. Indeed, if the Plan ſhould be rejected, we mutt 
then ſee a great miny other Papers, before we can pre- 
tend to be ſo thoroughly acquainted with the Circumſlan- 
ces of Affairs, as to be able to give any reaſonable Ad- 
vice, with Reſpect to tho'e Meaſures which his Mijelty 
ought in that Caſe to purſue. 


The Queſtion being then put, it was, upon a Diviſion, 
carry'd in the Negative, by 72 to 29. 

This Motion was made by the Lord B ſt, and 
ſupported by the Earl of C d and the Lord 
(t. The Speakers againſt it were the Lord H=—y 
and the Duke of N le. 

As ſoon as this Diviſion was over, the Lord t 
flood up and made the following Motion, viz. That an 
humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 

Ge 2 « would 
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would be pleaſed to give Directions to the proper Of 
cer or Ofhcers, to Jay before this Houſe the ſer 
© Allotments of Quarters which had been made for his 

Majcſly's Land-Forces in Creat Britain, ſince the th 
Dey of March laſt.” Which Motion was agreed to, 
without any Debate or Diviſton. 

On the yth Day of March, the Houſe of Commons 
reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, tg 
conſider further of Ways and Means ſor raiſing the Sup- 
ply granted to his Majeſly, and came to ſeveral Refs. 
Iutions. which were next Day reported to the. Houſe, 
and are as follow: 

That towards raiſing the Sapply granted to his Mee 
ſly, there be iſſued and apply'd the Sum of One Million, 
out of ſuch Monevs as have ariſen, or ſhall or may ariſe 
from the Surpluſſes, Excelſes, or Overplus- Moneyz, 
commonly called the Sinking Fund, | 

That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his Maje 
fly, the ſeveral Duties on Salt, ang alſo on Red and 
White Herrings, deliver'd out for Home Conſumpticn, 
which, by an Ad of the 7th Vear of his preſent Maje 
itv's Reign, were continu'd and granted to his Majclly, 
his Heirs and Succeſſors, until the 25th Day of Marci, 
1742, be ſurther continu'd from the 24th Day of March, 
1741, to the 25th Div of March 17465. 

And Bills were brought in ſoon after, purſuant u 
theſe Reſt} utions., | | 

On the th of the ſame Month, a Petition of Georg: 
Herrint. Provoſt of the Roval Burgh of Haddington in 
Scotland, Robert Forreſt, Brewer there, John Hay, Sadler 
there, George Hunter, Wheelwright there, and Ges 
Walker, Skinner there, Was preſented to the Houſe. 4. 
ledging, That upon Application made the 24th of 0+ 
Fer then laſt, by James Ereskine, John Claddel, Ardreu 
Wilſon, and others. aſſuming to themſelves the Name 0 
Magiſtrates in the ſaid Burgh, and complaining that the 
Petitioners had diſturbed them in the pretended Exercil 
of their Offices z the Hon. Andrew Fletcher of Mili, 
one of the Judges of the Court of juſticiary, and alſo ot 
the Court of Seffion in Scotland, though there was ev! 


| 


dentle no Foundation for fuch Complaint, without 4? 


Turifdiction to judge of the Merits „f the Eleain d 
Magiſtrates cf the ſaid Burgh, without any Evidence 
id before him, without any Notice given to the Petr 
tioners, or any of the other Perſons concerned; and fv, 


without hearing them, or calling them before him, 
| or 
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forth a fummary Warrant, directed to all Officers whom 
it concerned, civil or military, to ſearch for, ſeize and 
apprehend the Perſons of the Petitioners and many 
athers, to the Number of forty Burgeſſes and Inhabitants, 
whereof ſeventeen were ating Magiſtrates or Counſellors 
of the ſaid Burgh, where-ever they ſhould be found in 
geotland, and to impriſon them within the neareſt ſure 
Priſon 3 that this Warrant was lodged in the Hands of 
Humphry Colquhoun, one of the Macers or Meſfengers of 
the Court of Juſticiary, without the Privity of any 
other of the Judges of that Court ; and, as the Petitio- 
ners have Reaſon to believe, the ſaid Andrew Fletcher 
order'd the ſaid Macer to take Directions from Patrick 
Lindſay, Provoſt of Edinburgh, as to the Manner of exe- 
cuting that Warrant; and ſuch Directions were accord- 
ingly given, as the Petitioners have Reaſon to believe, 
in Writing; that this Warrant was accompany'd by an 
Order from Brigadier-General Moyle, then acting as Com- 
mander in chief of the Forces in Scotland, to the com- 
manding Officer of the Dragoons then quarter'd in Had- 
dington, to aſſiſt with his Dragoons in the Execution of 
the Warrant; that upon the 25th Day of the ſaid Month 
of October, the Petitioners were ſeized by the ſaid Hum- 
phry Cotquhoun 3 and though the next ſure Prifon was 
that of Haddington itſelf, or that of North Berwick, and 
though the Petitioners defired either to be committed 
there, or to be carry'd to Edinburgh, the Seat of the 
Courts of Jullice, where they might apply for Redreſs 
yet he told them, that his Orders were to carry them to 
the Priſon of Dunbar, and no other, a Place twenty 
Miles diſtant from Edinburgh, and eight Miles from 
Haddington, and three Miles further from Edinburgh 
than North Berwick ;, and though the pretended Crime 
was bailable, and Alexander Hepburn, the Sheriff's Sub- 
ſtitute, to whom the Petitioners apply'd, was by Law 
impowered, and willing to admit them to Bail, the 
ſaid Humphry Co quhoun told, that he could not diſmiſs 
them upon Bail, his expreſs Orders being to take no 
Bail, but to commit his Priſoners to the Priſon of Dun- 
bar; where they were accordingly impriſon'd from the 
25th Day of October, to the 27th of the ſaid Month, 
"till by Warrant from the Hon. David Ereskine of Dun, 
another of the Judges of the ſaid Courts of juſticiary 
and Seſſion, the Petitioners were ſet at Liberty, and Exe- 
cution of the Warrant was ſtaid againſt the reſt, upon 
Pail given by the Fetitioners and them; and that fince 
that 


that Time no criminal Proſecution has been moved fo, 


to take the Premiſſes into Conſideration, and to grit 


Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 


which there was a long Debate; but the Queſtion being 
at laſt put, it was, upon a Diviſion, carry'd in the Ne 


and with the Liberty of the Subject, that we could ni 


Age, and will certainly contribute towards the Cataſlre- 


of 81,568 7. 5 1. 11 4. for Services incurred by augment 
ing his Majeſty's Forces, and in coxcerting ſuch othe! 


234 "The Hiſtorical Regiſter NI 


upon any of theſe pretended Crimes charg'd againſt the 
Petitioners or the reſt ; that theſe Proceedings, as th 
Petitioners apprehend, and are adviſed, were utterl 
illegal and oppreſſive on the Part of the ſaid Andrey 
Fletcher of Miltoun, tending to deſtroy the perſonal Li 
berties of every Subject, the Freedom of the Royal 
Burghs, and of Conſequence the Freedom of Elegien 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament for ſuch Burgh; 
and as the Petitioners can hope for no Redreſs but from 
the Juſtice of Parliament; therefore praying the Hou: 


ſuch Redreſs therein as may effectually prevent ſuch 
Oppreſſions in Time coming, and as otherwiſe to the 


After this Petit ion was read, a Motion was made for 
referring it to a Committee of the whole Houſe, upa 


gative, by 197 to 155. | 

Though this Petition relates to a private Affair, yet 
it is of ſuch an extraordinary Nature, and has ſuch 
cloſe ConneQion with the Freedom of our Government, 


omit taking Notice of it, being of Opinion it will make 
a very remarkable Epiſode in the Hiſtory of the preſent 


phe almoſt as much as any Incident that has lately hip 
pen'd : Beſides, it gave Occaſion, we believe, to the fd 
lowing Motion, which was made on Friday following 

That Part of an Act of the Parliament of Scotland in 
1701, intitled, An Act for preventing wrongous Impriſo: 
ment, and agzai:ft undue Delays in Trials, might be read; 
which being accordingly read, it was moved, Thu 
© Leave might be given to bring in a Bill for explaining 
© and amending the ſaid Aft ,* and the ſame being agree 
to, Mr. Dundaſs, the Lord Polwarth, and Mr. Sandy, 
were ordered to bring it in. 

On Monday the 17th of March, the Houſe reſo] v'd it 
ſelf again into a Committee of the whole Houle. t 
confider ſurther of the Supply granted to his Majelly, 
when they reſolved to grant his Majeſty the folloving 
Sums, viz. | 

The Sum of 10, 393 J. 5s. 114, to compleat the Sum 
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aſures, as the Exigency of his Majeſty's Affairs re- 
ited, The Sum of 49 8341. 13s. 44. upon Account, 
be reduced Officers of his Majeſly's Land Forces and 

arines, for the Year 1735. The Sum of 3788 J. for 
buying off Penſions to the Widows of ſuch reduced Offi- 
ters of his Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines, as dy'd 
upon the Eſtabliſhment of Half. Pay in Great Britain, 
ind who were marry'd to them before the 25th of De- 
nher 1716) for the Vear 1735. The Sum of 79,7601. 
36. 9d. for the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for 
Land-Service for the Year 1735. The Sum of 24.693 4 
1s. 64, for deſraying the extraordinary Expence of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land-Service, not provided for by 
Parliament. The Sum of 36, 405 J. 15s. 44. to 
mike good the Deficiency of the Grants for the Service 
of the Year 1734. The Sum of 37,5577. 135. 44. for 
making good the Deficiency of the general Fund. The 
sen of 198,924 /. 9s. 7 d. for the Ordinary of the Navy 
(including Half-Pay for Sea-Officers) for the Year 1735. 
The Sum of 10.000 J. towards the Support of the Royal 
Hoſpital at Greenwich. The Sum of 10,0001. towards 
the Maintenance of the Britiſh Forts and Settlements 
belonging to the Royal African Company of Exgland, 
on the Coaſts of Africa. The Sum of 26,co01. towards 
Wy *ttting and ſecuring the Colony of Georgia in America. 
WJ {i Sum of 4000 J. towards the Repair of the Collegiate 
Gorch of St. Peter, Weſtminſter - And the Sum of 
35001. for the Repair of the Tower and Roof of the 
"WH Pariſh Church of St. Margaret, Weſtminſter. 

By adding theſe Sums to the Sums before granted, viz. 
lor Seamen 1,560,0001. For Land-Forces, 794, 5291. 
45. 7d. 2. For Garriſons, 215,710 J. 65. 5 d. +. For 
extraordinary Expences incurred, | 10,2737. 1s. 74. 2 
For Out · Penſioners of Chelſea College, 18,8501. gs. 24. 
And for Denmark Treaty, 56,250!. Our Readers will 
lee, that the Supply granted for this Year, amounts to 
3150,45201. 4s. 74. +. 

On the igth, it was order'd, That Leave ſhould be 
given to bring in a Bill for the better ſecuring the Free- 
dom of Parliaments, by limiting the Number of Officers 
in the Houſe of Commons; and Mr. Sandys, Mr. Wort- 
% Mr. How, Sir John Hind Cotton, Mr. Watkin Williams 
Wyme, and Sir William Lowther, were ordered to prepare 
ind bring in the fame; which was accordingly preſented 
te the Houſe on the 21ſt, by Mr, Sandys. 


The 
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The ſame Day, the Houſe having reſolv'd itſelf inn 
+ Committee of the whole Houſe on Ways and Mean, 
reſolved, That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his 
Majeſty, the Sum of two Shillings in the Pound, and ng 
more, ſhould be raiſed in the Year 1735, upon Lank, 
Oc. and that a proportionable Ceſs (according to the gih 
Article of the Treaty of Union) ſhould be laid up 
that Part of Great Britain called Scotland And a Bil 
purſuant to this Reſolution, was order'd to be brought 
In. 

On Thurſday the r3th of March, the Mutiny Bill 
was, according to Order, read a ſecond Time in the 
Houſe of Lords, and order'd to be committed: But u 
ſoon as the Motion for committing was agreed. to, a My 
tion was made, © That an Inftrution ſhould be given u 
the Committee on that Bill, to receive a Clauſe fit 
providing, That the Number of Land-Forces to be 
© mention'd in the Preamble, and ſubjetted to the Pena 
ties of that Bill, ſhould not exceed 17,704 Men.“ 

Upon this Motion there was a long Debate, in which 
the Arguments made Uſe of for the Motion, were to 
this Effect: 


SIX, 

Lthough I have agreed to the committing of thit 
Bill without any Objection, yet I cannot but rake 
Notice of the Number of Forces mention'd in the Pre 
amble. The Number of Forces kept up laſt Year, vn 
much greater than I thought neceſſary for the Defence a 
our Country, and much greater than I thought conſiſtent 
with the Safety of our Conſtitution ; but by the Bill 
now before us I find, even that Number is now to be 
greatly increaſed ; and why a greater Number is nov 
neceflary or ſafe I cannot comprehend, I have alway 
thought myſelf obliged, as a Member of this Houſe, to 
take Notice of every Thing that might occaſion any ad- 
ditional Burthen to be laid upon the Subject, or that 
might, in my Opinion, be of dangerous Conſequence to 
the Happy Conſtitution of this Kingdom; and I have 
always thought it my Duty not to give my Conſent to 
either, till I heard ſome very ſufficient Reaſons for con- 
vincing me that it was neceſſary. This, my Lords, i 
what makes me now ſtand up; for I have always been 
of Opinion, and T think it has generally been admitted, 
thit the keeping up of a great Number of regular Troops 
within this Ifland, in Lime of Peace, is of the moſt 
| dangerous 
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dangerous Conſequence to our Liberties, and the increa- 
fag that Number upon any Occaſion, muſt oblige us to 
hy new Burthens upon the People. 

As the Circumſtances of Europe are now much the 
fame they were laſt Vear, if no greater Number had been 
propoſed, for the enſuing Year, I have fo great a Reſpect 
far the Opinion this Houſe was of the laſt Seſſion of Par- 
liement, that though I am ſtill of a different Opinion, 
I hauld nat Have given your Lordſhips any Trouble on 
the preſent Occaſion ; but fince a great Addition is now 
to be made, to that which laſt Year I thought too great a 
umber, 1 expected that ſome of the noble Lords, why 
in the Secret of our Affairs, would have ſtood u 
ad ſhewn us the Neceſſity of this Augmentation: This 

not only had Reaſon to exped, but I am in Honour 
wbliged to inſiſt upon it, before I give my Confent for 
keeping up the Number now propoſed ;z and every Lord 
ff this Houſe, who is in the ſame Circumſtances with 
ve, has Reaſon to expect the ſame, and lies under the 
ane Obligation to infiſt upon it. There may be, for 
tat I know, a very urgent Neceſſity for this Auymen- 
ation, but I defire to have that Neceſſity explained to us; 
br if this Houſe ſhould ever come into the Method of 
ncreafing our Fleets and our Armies, and loading our 
eople with Debts and Taxes, for no other Reaſon but 
uſe the Miniſters tell us it is neceſſary ; the Parlia- 
vent. of Great Britain will ſoon come to be of the ſame 
ature with the Parliament or States of the Province of 
ritary, or of any other of the Provinces of France; we 
lay perhaps continue to meet in this Houſe, but we 
ul meet here for no other End, but to approve of wh:t 
ir Miniſters may be pleaſed to inform us of, and to 
de a Parliamentary Sanction to whatever they may be 
leaſed t$. propoſe. | 
The chief Reaſon therefore, my Lords, for my {lang- 
Ig up, is to demand that ſome noble Lord, who is bet- 
quainted than I am with the preſent Circumſtances 
the Nation, eſpecially with Reſpect to our foreign 
fairs, would ſtand up in his Place, and explain to us 
e Neceſſity for making the Augmentation propoſed; 
r unleſs that Neceflity be fully explained to us, I hope 
ur Lordſhips will agree to the Motion I now make, 
dich is, That there may be an Inſtruction to the Com- 
tee upon this Bill, to receive a Clauſe, Oc. (as above 
Mioned.) | | 
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The Anſwer to this was in Subſlance as follows: 


My Lords, | | 

Shall readily admit, that the keeping up of a nuns 

rous Standing Army within this Iſland in Time d 
Peace, is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, and abſp 
Jutely inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution ; I ſhall liks 
wiſe admit, that no Augmentation can be made to out 
Army, without laying ſome additional Burthen ups 
the People; and therefore I muſt admit, that we ouplt 
never to agree to either, without ſome very apparett 
Neceſſity for ſo doing; but the Affairs of Europe are t 
preſent in ſuch dangerous State, and that State is ſo wel 
and ſo publickly known, that the Neceſſity of our m 
king an Augmentation of our Army is, in my Opinia 
of itſelf apparent, and therefore I thought it was quit 
unneceſſary for any Lord in this Houſe to explain thi 
Neceſſity. The preſent eannot be properly ſaid to be 
Time of Peace: We are at preſent in a State of Du 
and Suſpence, which can neither be called a State 
Peace or of War; for though we are not actually engig 
in the War now carrying on in Europe, no Man can ii 
ſee how ſoon we may be obliged to engage; and t 
fore it is highly neceſſary for us to begin carly to pt 
vide for the worſt, in order that we may be able to 
gage with ſuch Vigour as may contribute both to! 
Safety and the Honour of the Nation, in Cafe any fut 
Event ſhould render it abſolutely neceflary for us tot 
a Share in the War. 
The Number of Troops mentioned in the Preamble 
this Bill is, *tis true, greater than that which 
mentioned in the ſame Bill laſt Seſſion of Pgrlians 
yet, my Lords, the Augmentation is not ſo great 
may at firſt appear to be: The Number of Troops] 
poſed for this enſuing Year, does not very much ex 
that Number which was thought neceſſary laſt Year; " 
your Lordſhips muſt remember, that towards the Ol 
of laſt Seffion, there was a Power granted to his Mae 
to augment his Forces both by Sea and Land, if the E 
gency of Affairs ſhould ſo require; and, in Purſuant 
this Power, there was laſt Year an Augmentation 
of our Land-Forces, which Augmentation his Majt 
thought abſolutely neceſſary, for enforcing thoſe . 
ſures he was then taking, in Concert with his Allies 


reſtore the Tranquility of Europe. His Majely: 
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diation, in Conjunction with his Allies the Dutch, had 
deen accepted by all the Parties engaged in War; and in 
ſuch Circumflances, it was certainly very neceſſary for 
his Majeſty to. put himfelf into ſuch a Condition as 
might add Weight to what he was to. propoſe, as Media- 
tor of the Differences ſubſiſting in Europe. A Plan of 
peace has accordinghy been offered to the Parties engaged 
in War 3 if the Terms of that Plan be accepted, Peace 
will be reſtored to Europe, the Balance of Power preſer- 
ved, and this Nation freed from the Danger it is at pre- 
ſent expoſed to, of being obliged to engage in a bloody 
and expenfive War : It is therefore very much the Inte- 
reſt of this Nation in particular, as well as of Europe in 
general, to have that Plan made effectual; and it muſt 
de granted, that the moſt certain Method tor making it 
effetual, is for his Majeſty to ſhew to all the Parties 
concerned, that he is preparing to join againſt thoſe wha 
ſhall refuſe to. accept of thoſe reaſonable Terms of Peace 
which he has been pleaſed to propoſe. This was the 
Reaſon for making an Augmentation laſt Year, this is 
the Reaſon for making ftil} a further Augmentation for 
the Year to come, and this is ſo apparent, that I did not 
expe it would have wanted any Explanation. 

But, my Lords, if his Majeſty's Endeavours ſhould 
fail of the deſired Succeſs, the Augmentation we have 
made, will then be of great Uſe; for if that reaſonable 
Plan his Majeſty has offer'd, ſhould be rejected, it will 
be a Proof, that ſome of the Parties engaged in War 
have Deſigns which are inconſiſtent with the Liberties 
of Europe; this muſt, of Courſe, neceſſarily oblige us to 
Join the other Side, and by the Preparations we have 
made, we ſhall be able to put a Step to the Deſigns of 
the Ambitious, before they have had an Opportunity to 
puſh them too far; in which we ſhall certainly have 
the Aſſiſtance of our Friends the Dutch, who, as they 
are joined with his Majeſty in the Mediation, will, withe 
out Doubt, join with him in ſuch other Meaſures as 
may be neceſſary for preſerving the Balance of Power 3 
and this they will do the more cordially and the more 
freely, when they ſee that his Majeſty is prepared for 
the immediate Execution ef any Meaſure that may be 
Propoſed, In this Reſpect, they were in a Situation 
very different from that in which we were at the Begin» 
ding of the War, becauſe they had made no Reduction of 
their Land- Forces ever ſince the Treaty of Vienna bes 
tween the Emperor and Spain, and therefore it was not 
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nece ſſary for them to make any Augmentation ; all they 
hid to do was, to delay making that Reduction which 
they had actually reſolved on before the preſent War 


broke out; whereas we had long before reduced the Au 
mentation we made of our Land- Forces, on Ortafion of 


that Treaty, and were, for that Reaſon, obliged to en. 


creaſe them laſt Year, in order to put ourſelves upon an 
equal Footing with the Dutch, and to convince them, 
that we were reſolved to be ready to join with them in 
any Meaſure that ſhould appear neceſſary for preventing 
the ambitious Views of either of the Parties now eng 
ged in War. | f | 

Upon this Occaſion, my Lords, we ought to conſider, 
that immediately after the Treaty of Utrecht, the Dutch 
reduced their Land Army to 32000 Men, which they 
ſuppoſed to be a Number ſufficient for the Defence of 
their Country in Time of Peace, and accortingly it 28 
peared. to be ſo; for they never made any Addition till 


they heard of the Treaty concluded between the Emye- 


ror and Spain at Vienna, and the Counter- Alliance cons 
cluded between England and France at Hanover, upon 
which Occaſion, as the Affairs of Europe ſeemed to tend 
towards an open Rupture, they augmented their Army 
with 20,000 Men ; and at the ſame Time, and for the 
ſame Reaſon, we increaſed our Land-Forces to the Nun- 
ber now propoſed by this Bill; but upon the Conclufim 
of the Treaty of Seville, we reduced our Forces again to 
their old Standard; whereas the Dutch never reduced 
Man of the 20.000 additional Troops they had raiſed, 
though it is certain, they were reſolved to reduce every 
Man of them, as ſoon as they ſaw that the Affairs d 
Europe would admit of ſuch a Reduction; and had aftv 
ally come to a formal Reſolution to reduce 10,002 d 
them; juſt before the late King of Poland's Death; but 
upon that Prince's Death, they very wiſely ſuſpended 
that Reſolution ;z ſo that they certainly have now 20,099 
Land-Forces on Foot, more than they would at this 
Time have had, if no War had broke out; therefore it 
may be properly ſaid, they have made an Augmentation 
of 20,000 Men, on Account of the preſent War and to 


do them Juſtice as our Allies, and as being united in the 


ſame Intereſt with us, we can do no leſs than increaſe 
our Army to the Number now propoſed, as being tit 
leaſt Number we can have, in Proportion to the All 
our Allies the Dutch have at preſent on Foot, 


The 
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The Number of regular Forces kept up within this 
Hand in former Times, is, I find, an Argument con- 
fantly made Uſe of when this Bill comes before us; but 
it is always, in my Opinion, an Argument rather for 
thin againſt the Number of Forces propoſed by the Bill; 
for, conſidering the Difference between regular Forces 
md Militia, which the late Troubles in Poland have 
mide ſufficiently manifeſt, it muſt be granted, that the 
Number of regular Forces kept up in this Nation, or in 
iny Nation, ought always to bear ſome Sort of Prepor- 
tion to the Number of regular Forces kept up by neigh- 
bouring States, eſpecially by thoſe from whom the great» 
ef Danger is to be apprehended ;; and as all the Nations 
of Europe have of late Years very much increaſed their 
Number of regular Forces formerly kept up, we muſt 
neceſſarily do the ſame ; but in particular, we ought to 
confider our neighbouring Kingdom of France, as the 
Nation from which we have the moſt to fear; and if we 
compare the Number of regular Forces now kept up by 
them, even in Time of Peace, with the Number they 
formerly kept up, I believe we ſhall find, that the In- 
ereaſe we have made in our Number of regular Forces, 
bears no Proportion with the Increaſe they have lately 
made ; ſo that this Argument, which is generally made 
Uſe of againſt. the Bill, is really, if rightly conſider'd, 
one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments that can be made Uſe of 
in Favour of the greateſt Number of Forces that was 
ever propoſed to be kept up within this Ifland in Time 
of Peace ; and confidering the doubtful State we are in 
at preſent, conſidering the preſent dangerous Situation of 
the Affairs of Europe, I am ſurpriſed to ſee any Oppo- 
ſition made to the ſmall Augmentation now propoſed., 


The Reply was in Subſtance thus : 


My Lords, | 
bs every Day ſeems to furniſh us with new Maxims 
11 in Politicks, which to me appear very extraordi- 
nary ; fo this Day has furniſh'd us with a Maxim, that 
is not only extraordinary, but inconſiſtent with our Con- 
ſtitution: We have been told, that the Nuwber of regu- 
lar Forces kept up in this Nation, is always to bear ſome 
Proportion to the Number of regular Forces kept up by 
our Neighbours, eſpecially by our Neighbours of France, 
from whom we are ſaid to have moſt to fear. My Lords, 
we were ſo unlucky as to be ſituated on the Continent, 

or 
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or to have any Neighbours that could come at us by 
Land, there might be ſome Truth in the Maxim now 
diſcovered to us; but as we have the Happineſs to be 
ſurrounded by the Sea, as we have the Happineſs to 
hzve a Fleet ſuperior to any that can probably be ſent 


| againſt us, we have no Occaſion to give ourſelves any 


Trouble, or to put ourſelves to any Expence, en Account 
of the regular Forces kept up by any of our Neighbours: 
Our Neighbours may keep up as many Hundred Thou. 
Tands as they pleaſe, but they cannot put Hundred 
Thoufands on Board Tranſports, and without putting 
them on Board Tranſports they can do no Harm to this 
Nation: Nay, they cannot put any great Number ot 
Thouſands on Board Tranſport-Ships, without our hear. 
Ing of the Embarkation ; and if we have the leaſt Suſpi - 
cion of their being deſigned againſt us, we can ſend our 
Fleet and lock them up, or perhaps burn their Ships in 
their Harbours ; therefore we can never have Occaſion to 
keep up in this Iſland any greater Number of regular 
Forces than are neceſſary for ſecuring our Coaſts againſi 
ſudden and unexpeRted Invaſions, which can never cons 
fit of above four or five Thouſand Men; and to guard 
us againſt ſuch, I am ſure a much ſmaller Number of 
regular Forces would be ſufficient than has been kept up 
for many Years paſt in this Iſland. | 

We have likewiſe been told, my Lords, of the great 
Difference between regular Forces and Militia, which, 
tis ſaid, has been manifeſted by the late Troubles in Fo- 
land But, in this Caſe, we ought to diſtinguiſh between 
veteran Troops, and thoſe that can only be called regular 
Troops: We ought alſo to diſtinguiſh between a regular 
well-difciplined Militia, and a meer Rabble or Mob. 
By veteran Troops I mean thoſe who have been enured to 
Action, and are acquainted with Danger, and ſuch 1 
believe will always be found better than the beſt diſci- 
plined Militia, or even the beſt regular Troops that 
never look'd an Enemy in the Face, unleſs it was the 
Smugelers, and the Thieves of their own Country: 
But that there is any very great Difference between 
theſe laſt mentioned Troops, and a regular well-diſci- 
plined Militia, is what I cannot admit of; nor have the 


late Troubles in Poland afforded me any Reaſon to do ſo; 


for every one knows, that their Militia were neither 
regular nor diſciplined; nay, I doubt much if they 
were ſufficiently provided with Ammunition or Arms: 
But the Situation of this Country is very far 3 
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from that of Poland ; for though our Militia have been 
very much negleRed of late Years, yet, before we could 
be invaded by any powerful Armado, we would have 
Time to diſcipline our Militia, and to form them into 
regular Regiments: It is very well known, that the 
Spaniſh Armado was above two Years in preparing; and I 
believe there is not now a Nation in Europe, beſides our- 
ſelves, that could fit out ſuch another in a ſhorter Time. 
In two Vears, in the Half, in the fourth Part of that 
Time, there is not a Plowman in Britain, but might be 
made as good a Soldier as ever danced through his Exer- 
ciſes at a Review; and if he ſhould dance through his 
Exerciſes for twenty Years longer, without ſeeing Action, 
de cannot be call'd a Veteran, nor can it be ſuppoſed 
he will behave as ſuch in the firſt Action he happens 
to be in. 

Theſe Con ſiderations, my Lords, have always convin- 
'ced me, that 7 or 8000 Men are ſufficient to guard this 
Iſland againſt any foreign Invaſions, and I am ſure they 
will always be ſufficient for the Support of our Govern- 
ment, as long as the Affections of the People are carc- 
fully preſerved; a greater Number can never, in my 
Opinion, be neceſſary, unleſs it be a wicked and op- 
preſſi ve Ad miniſtration, againſt the general Reſentment 
of the People; and this Houſe will never, I hope, give 
Countenance to any ſuch Deſign. From hence, my 
Lords, I muft conclude, that we are for this next Vear 
to keep up 17 or 18000 Men, purely on Account of the 
preſent War; and why we ſhould as yet give ourſelves 
fo much Concern, or put ourſelves to ſuch an Expence 
-about it, is what I cannot comprehend, We arc, it is 
Taid, in a State of Doubt and Suſpence ; but were not 
we in the ſame State at the Beginning of Jaſt Seſſion of 
Parliament? Were not the Conſequences of the War as 
much to be dreaded at the Beginning of that Seſſion as at 
the End, or as they can be at preſent? Nay, in my 
Opinion, they were more to be dreaded at the Beginning 
of that Seſſion than at any Time ſince ; for ever ſince 
that Time, the Parties engaged have appeared to be 
pretty equally maich'd; and while they continue ſo, I 
am ſure the Balance of Power can never be ſuppoſed to 
be in Danger ; ſo that if his Majeſty augmented his 
Land-Forces, in Purſuance of the Power granted at the 
End of Jaſt Seflion of Parliament, it is ſo far from being 
a Reaſon for agreeing to the Augmentation now pro- 


poſed, that unleſs I hear ſome better Reaſon than I have 
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yet heard for it, I muſt conclude, it was an .unnecelſ; 
Augmentation, it was putting the Nation to. a necllal 
Expence; and therefore we ought to be fo far from ay. 
proving it, by making a new Augmentation, that we 
ought to addreſs his Majeſty, to know who it was adyj. 
ſed him to make the laſſ. | 

With Reſpect to the Plan of Peace, ſald to have been 
offered to the Parties now engaged in War, I am entirely 
in the Dark; nor can any Lord, as a Member of thiz 
Houſe, draw any Argument from it, becauſe . nothing 
relating to it, nothing relating to any of our foreign Af. 
fairs, has been laid before this Houſe, Whatever. that 
Plan may be, I wiſh it may meet with the deſired Suc- 
ceſs ; but I am ſorry to ſay, I have too goed Rea ſon 9 
doubt of its meeting with any Succeſs ; for, from the 


View I have of foreign Affairs, even from that Viey 


which I take from 'publick News Papers, I am of Opi⸗ 
nion, the War now kindled in Europe cannot be ſo eaſily 
made an End of as ſome People imagine: Before that 
Flame can be extinguiſhed, I am afraid -much Blood muſt 
be ſpilt, great Princes muſt ſuffer, even Queens muſt 
weep; the Conduct of Miniſters muſt be enquired int, 
and ſome muſt meet with that Puniſhment they deſerve, 
before that Flame can be extinguiſh'd which has been 
raiſed by their Miſmanagement. 55 

But ſuppoſing, my Lords, that we had been made 
fully acquainted with this Plan, ſyppoſing that we knew 


It to be a reaſonable and a good Plan ; do we think that 


his Majeſty's Meaſures, or any Propoſitions. he may be 
pleaſed to make to foreign Powers, are to be enforced by 
an Addition of 7 or 8000 Men to his Land-Forces ? No, 
my Lords, his Majeſly's Meaſures are, upon all. Occa- 
ſions, to draw their Weight frem the Affections of his 
People, and from the ſincere Advices of his Parliament, 
after we have been fully informed of our Circumſtances 
with Reſpe& to foreign Aﬀairs; for in Gaſe it ſhould at 
laſt appear abſolutely neceſſary for us to enter inte the 
War, tor the Sake of preſerving the Balance of Power in 
Europe, all the Men in the Nation, able to bear Arms, 
would be at his Majeſiv's Service, and every Purſe would 
be open to him; but *till that Conjuncture happens, the 
Strength and the Money of the Nation ought to be huf- 
banded as much as paſſible; the Nation's Money vught 
not to be thrown away upon uſeleſs Augmentations, 
either by Sea or Land, which can no Wav contribute to 
intimidate our Encmics, and may amuſe, our Friends 
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with vain Hopes of Aſſiſtance, when perhaps there is no 
ſuch Thing defign'd. 

The Dutch, tis true, my Lords, did reduce their Land 
Forces to about 32,000 Men foon after the "Peace. of U- 
trecht ; but it is well known that the Reduction they 
then made was too great, and was loudly complain'd 
of even by ſome of their own Provinces : At that Time, 
indeed, there was almoſt a Certainty, that the Tranqui- 
lity of Europe would continue for ſome Years ; every 
Nation in Europe was then groaning under the Burdens 
which the former War had brought upon them, fo that 
it was very improbable any one of them would ſoon 
think of diſturbing the Peace of any neighbouring State; 
and the Dutch, who had their Share in the Burthen ef 
the War, thought they might take Advantage of that 
Time of abſolute Security, to eaſe their People, and to 
recover a little from that Burthen of publick Debts they 
were then labouring under; yet even at that Time, not- 
withſtanding the State of abſolute Security, which Eurore 
was then in, the Provinces of Guelderland and Overyfſel!, 
which lie moſt expoſed, remonſtrated ſtrongly againſt the 
Reduftion then made, and never ceaſed their Remon- 
ſtances till the Treaty of Hanover happen'd, which af- 
forded them an Opportunity of preſſing an Augmentation 
with Succeſs ; for as the Situation of that Country is 
very different from the Situation of this, it is at all 
Times neceſſary for them to keep up a numerous Army. 
They have the Misfortune to be ſituated upon the Con- 
tinent, and may conſequently be ſuddenly invaded bv 
great Armies ; they have an extenſive Frontier to defend, 
upon which they have above ſeventy fortify'd Towns, 
and in every one of theſe they mult Keep 2 Garriſon, in 
many of them they muſt keep numerous Garriſons; fo 
that 52000 Men is really the leaſt Number they can 
keep up, unleſs it be at ſome very extraordinary Con- 
junfture, ſuch as that which happen'd after the Treaty 
of Utrecht. | 

Although, my Lords, there can be no juſt Parallel 
drawn between the Number of regular Forces neceſſary 
to be kept up in Holland, yet let us conſider what we did 
at the Time the Dutch made this large Reduction: Did 
not we at the ſame Time reduce cur Army to 7 or 8500 
Men; and if at that Time we had follow'd the Example 
of the Dutch, we had reduced it to half that Number: 
if any Parallel then could be drawn between the Dut-/: 
ind us, the additibnal 10.059 we now keep up, and 
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| which has been kept up for many Years, ought to be ſet 


War then broke out in Europe, have we not made a moſt 


aid that we were behind-hand with them, in providing 


with Denmark can raake no new Addition to the Security 
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againſt the 20,000 additional Forces raiſed by the Dutch 
upon the Concluſion of the Treaty of Hanover, and every 
Man muſt grant that it is more than our juſt Proportion, 
But beſides this 10,000 which laſt Year we agreed 9 
keep up, for no other Reaſon but only on Account of the 


extraordinary Addition to our Naval Force? Have ve 
not now added no leſs than 22000 Men to the Number of 
Seamen we kept up the Year before the War broke out; 
ſo that if we had actually reduced the 10,000 Land For. 
ces kept up laſt Year ſolely on Account of the War, nei. 
ther the Dutch, nor any other of our Allies could have 


for the Preſervation of the Balance of Power in Europe; 
but as the Caſe now ſands, we have taken ſuch an Alarm, 
and have put ourſelves to ſuch an Expence, that all the 
Powers of Europe ſeem to think we have done enough for 
them, as well as ourſelves; and therefore, neither the 
Dutch, nor any other Power of Europe, have given then- 
ſelves the leaſt Concern, or put themſelves to the at 
Expence about the Preſervation of that in which they 
are as deeply and more immediately concerned than vr. 
If the Balance of Power, my Lords, were really in 
Danger of being overturned, we ought to take other Sort 
of Meaſures than have as yet been taken, Our Treaty 


of that Balance, becauſe the King of Denmark, by u 
ſolemn a Treaty as can be made, was before obliged to 
aſſiſt the Emperor with all his Force; and if the En- 
peror could not depend upon that Treaty, we can little 
depend upon the Treaty we have made, or any Treaty 
we can make : But upon the preſent Emergency, our 
Views ſhould have been principally directed to no- 
ther Quarter; there is another Power whoſe Friend. 
ſhip and Alliance will always add great Weight to any 
of our Negotiations upon the Continent ; and I am forty 
to find there is not ſo good an Underſtanding between 
that Power and us, as ought to be wiſhed upon all Oc 
lions, but particularly upon the preſent Emergency: 
As we have been refuſed all Inſight into the Aﬀairs of 
F.urope, or into any of our late Negotiations, it is im 
pollible for me to judge, whether the Balance of Poel 
be in Danger or not; but by the InaQion of the Dutch, 
and the Indifference ſhewn by ſeveral other Powers, 
with reſpect to the preſent War, I muſt conclude, = 


* 
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the Balance of Power is not as yet like to be in any 
Dunger; if it is not, and we have no other Concern in 
the War, I muſt then certainly conclude, that the great 
Expence we have been at, as well as the additional Ex- 
pence now propoſed, are quite uſeleſs, and can ſerve no 
Purpoſe, but that of over-loading the People with Taxes, 
and alienating the Minds of his Majeſty's Subjects; 
which, inſtead of adding Weight to his Majeſty's Nego- 
nations, will fruſtrate all his Meaſures for reſtoring the 
Tranquility of Europe, and will render the Councils of 
this Nation contemptible in the Eyes of all our Neigh- 
bours. 

To pretend, my Lords, that we muſt always augment 
our Land Forces when France augments theirs, is one of 
the moſt dangerous Doctrines I ever heard deliver'd in 
this Houſe : It may as well be ſaid, that becauſe the 
French have given up their Liberties, and ſubmitted theic 
Necks to the Voke of arbitrary Power, we ought to do 
the ſame, What have we to do, for God's Sake, with 
the Armies of France ? They may march great Armies 
into Holland, Germany, Italy or Spain, but can they march 
an Army into Ex eat Britain, or into any Part of our Do- 
minions? We know they cannot; and we likewiſe know 
they cannot tranſport any great Number of Forces by 
Sea, nor can they tranſport any Number but by Stealth, 
2s long as our Fleet is ſuperior to theirs: And while we 
are united among ourſelves, as long as his Majeſty, or 
any of his illuſtrious Family, ſhall. retain the Hearts 
and Affections of the People, we have nothing to fear 
from any Number that France could, by Stealth, throw in 
upon us, though we had not a Regiment of what are 
called regular Forces in the Kingdom. 

Let us conſider, my Lords, what it was that contribu- 


ted to deſtroy the Liberties of France : It was, my Lords, 


their Fears of Invaſions from us: We had then large 
Poſſeſſons in that Country, from whence it was eaſy for 
us to invade them at any Time; and the continual A p- 
prehenfions they were under, of Invaſicns from us, at- 
forded their Kings and Miniſters a Pretence ſor prevail- 
ng with the People to alter the Form of their military 
Force: They aſter'd the antient Ellabliſhment of their 
Militia, and put the Power over them entirely into the 
Hands of the Crown: This gave the firſt Blow to the 
Liberties of the People; for ſoon aſter, their Kings be- 
dan to keep up regular Armies, entirely dependent upon 
the Crown; and as France was the firſt Country ef Eu- 

rope 
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rope where any ſuch Army was kept up, ſo the Fre 
were the firſt People in Europe that loſt their Libertie, 
If we ſhould fall into the fame Error, if we ſhould nos 
for fear of Invafions from them, do what they formerly 

did for fear of Invaſions from us, we might expe out 
Caſe would at laſt come to be the fame ; and then, indeed, 
they would have of us a full Revenge ; but we woult 
be much leſs excuſable, becauſe their Fears of Invaſion; 
from us were real, and were founded upon Experience; 
whereas our Fears from them, are fo far from being 
founded upon Experience, that they muſt always be im- 
ginary and ridiculous. 

At laſt the Queſtion was put upon the Motion, and 
was, upon a Diviſion, carry'd in the Negative, by 8) 
to 43. 

The Motion was made by the Earl of 8.4, and 
was ſupported by the Lord B ft, the Earl af 
A d, the Earl of Ch —— 4, the Lord t, 

| and the Earl of V ea, It was oppos'd by the Lorl 
[ H- y, the Lord C-—r, the Earl of ter, tht 
| Duke of N le, and the Lord H cx 


= 
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Remainder of the Debates and Proceedings in the firſt 
Seſſion of the preſent Parliament. 


BREE? N Monday the 24th Day of March, his 

SIR Majeſty came to the Houſe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal Aſſent to the two follow- 

ing publick Bills, viz. 

ST An Act to puniſh Mutiny and Deſertion, 

aud for the better Fayment of the Army and 
ir Quarters, | | 

An Act to indemnify Perſons who have omitted to make 
and ſubſcribe the Declarations contained in the Att of Uni- 
formity, of the 13th and 14th Years of King Charles II. 
within the Time limited y Law, and for allowing further 
Time for doing thereof. 

8 -o_3 to two Bills for repairing Roads, and two private 
ills. 

On the 27th, a Committee was appointed to conſider 
the Laws in Being relating to the Maintenance and Set- 
tlement of the Poor, and to conſider what further Pro— 
viſions might be neceſſary for their better Relief and 
Employment: And the ſaid Committee having conli- 
der'd and examin'd this Affair with great Care and Ar- 
tention, came to ſeveral Reſolutions as follow, 

Reſolv*d, That it was the Opinion of that Committee, 

1. That the Laws in Being, relating to the Mainte- 
nance of the Poor of this Kingdom, are defeQive; and, 
notwithſtanding they impoſe heavy Burthens on Pariſhes, 
yet the Poor, in moſt of them, are ill taken Care of. 

| K k . 2. That 
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2. That the Laws relating to the Settlement of the 
Poor, and concerning V agrants, are very difficult to be 
executed, and chargeable in their Execution; vexatious 
to the Poor, and of little Advantage to the Publick ; and 
ineffectual to promote the good Ends for which they 
ve e intended, | ; 

3. That it is neceſſary, for the better Relief and Em- 
ployment of the Poor, that a publick Workhouſe or 
Workhouſes, Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Houſe or Houſes of 
Correction, be eſtabliſhed in proper Places, and under 
proper Regulations, in each County. 

4. That in ſuch Workhouſe or Workhouſes, all poor 
Perſons, able to labour, be ſet to work, who ſhall either 
be ſent thither, or come voluntarily for Employment, 

5. That in ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Foundliugg 
and other poor Children, not having Parents able to pro 
vide for them, be taken Care of; as alſo poor Perſons 
that are impotent or infirm, 

6. That in ſuch Houſe or Houſes of Correction, all 
idle and diſorderly Perſons, Vagrants, and ſuch other 
Criminals as ſhall be thought proper, be confined to hard 
Labour. - 

7. That towards the Charge of ſach Workhouſes, Hol- 
pitals, and Houſes of Correction, each Pariſh be aſſeſſed 
or rated, and that proper Perſons be impower'd to receive 
the Money ſo to be aſſeſſed or rated, when collected, and 
alſo all voluntary Contributions or Collections, either 
given or made for ſuch Purpoſes, 

8. That ſuch Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, and Houſes of 
Correction, be under the Management of proper Perſons, 
Regard being had to ſuch as ſhall be Bene factors to ſo 
good a Work. | 

9. That ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed for the 
Management of ſuch Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, and Houſes 
of Correction, be one Body politick in Law, capable to 
Tue and be ſued, and of taking and receiving charitable 
Contributions and BenefaQtions for the Uſe of the ſame. 

10. That for the better underſtanding, and rendering 
more effectual the Laws relating to the Maintenance and 
Settlement of the Poor, it is very expedient that they 
be reduced into one AR of Parliament. | 


Theſe Reſolutions were reported to the Houſe on the 
2d of May, and on the 7th of the ſame Month, were all 
agreed to without Amendment, except the gth, which 
was amended thus, viz, - 


2 | | Reſolved, 
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Reſolv ed, | 
That ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed for the Ma- 
nagement of ſuch Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, and Houſes of 
Correction, be one B:dy politick in Law, capable to ſue 
and be ſued, and of taking and receiving charitable Con- 
tributions and BenefaQtions in Money, for the Uſe of the 
ſame, with proper Reſtrictiens as to the Uſe of ſuch 
Bodies politick. 

And then this Reſolution ſo amended, was agreed to 

by the Houſe. | 

On the 28th of March, Mr. Dunda/s preſented to the 
Houſe (according to Order) a Bill, for explaining and 
amending an Act paſs'd in the Parliament of Scotland, in 
the Year 1701, entitled, An Act for preventing awrorgous 
Impriſonment, and againſt undue Delays in Trials. Which 
was read a firit Time, and order'd to be read a ſecond 
Time. 

On the roth of April, a Petition of the then late Ge- 
neral Aﬀembly of the Church of Scotland, was preſented 
to the Houſe and read, repreſenting, That Patronages 
have, ſince the Reformation, been deemed by the ſaid 
Church a very great Grievance. and not warranted by 
the Word of God, and have at all Times been ſtruggled 
apainſt ; that ſoon after the Revolution, an Att of Par- 
liament was made in Scotland, aboliſhing the Power of 
Patrons to prefent Miniſters to vacant Churches ; and at 
the Union of the two Kingdoms, the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Church of Scotland, in all its Rights and Privileges, 
by that and other AQs of Parliament made or ratify'd 
after the Revolution, was declared to be a fundamental 
and eſſential Condition and Article of that Union; and 
at that Time, it was the Right and Privilege of the 
ſaid Church to be free from Patronages ; but that by an 
Act paſſed in the 1oth Year of her late Majeſty Queen 
Anne, entitled, An Act to reſtore the Patrons to their 
antient Rights of preſenting Miniſters to the Churches, va- 
cant in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, the 
aforeſaid Act paſſed in the Reign of King William, was 
reſcinded, in fo far as concerned the Power of Patrons to 
preſent Miniſters to vacant Pariſhes, and other Advan- 
tages, which had been the chief Things beflowed on 
Patrons, in Lieu and Recompence of their former Right 
of Preſentation, were neverthelefs ſuffered to continue 
with them; and therefore praying the Houſe to paſs a 
Bill for repealing the aſoreſaid Act of Parliament paſſed 


in the roth Year of Queen Anne, in fo far as — 
KE 2 the 
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the Power of Patrons to preſent Miniſters to vacant 
Churches, in order to reſtore the Church of Scotland to 
the Rights and Privileges ſhe was poſſeſſed of at the 
Union of the two Kingdoms. | 

In Purſuance of this Petition, Leave was given to 
bring in a Bill for this Purpoſe, and Mr. Plumer, Mr, 
Ereskine, Mr. Forbes, Mr. Areskine, Sir James Ferguſm, 
and Mr. Hume Campbell, were ordered to«prepare and 
bring in the ſame ; which Bill was preſented by Mr, 
Plumer on the 18th, but did not paſs. 

On the 22d of April, the Bill tor the better ſecuring 
the Freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the Number 
of Officers in the Houſe of Commons, was read a ſecond 
Time, according to Order, and a Motion was made for 
its being committed, upon which there enſued a long 
Debate; but as we have given the Subſtance of the De- 
bates on the ſaid Bill in former Sethons, the Subſtance of 
this new Debate is entirely unneceſſary. 

Ihe Queſtien being put for committing the Bill, it 
was, upon a Diviſion, carry'd in the Negative, by 216 
to 192. 

We have already given an Account of a Motion made 
by the Lord Carteret in the Houſe of Lords, for an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to give 
Directions to the proper Officers, to lay before the Houſe 
the ſeveral Allotments of Quarters which had been made 
for his Majeſty's Land Forces in Ereat Britain, from the 
25th Day of March then laſt. This Motion was agreel 
ta, and the Allotments laid before the Houſe : Where. 
upon it was moved, and the Judges were ordered to pre- 
pare and bring in a Bill for regulating the quartering of 
Soldiers during the Time of Elections. This Bill was 
accordingly prepared by them, and preſented to the 
Houſe, being entitled, An Act for regulating the quarter- 
ing of Soldiers, durirg the Time of Elections of Members 10 
ferve in Parliament ; and was as follows, viz. 


We? EREAS, by the antient Common Law of 

this Land, all EleQions ought to be free : And 
whereas by an Ad paſſed in the Third Vear of the Reign 
of K. Edward I. of famous Memory, it is commanded, 
upon great Forfeiture, that no Man by Force of Arms, 
nor by Malice or Menacing, ſhall diſturb any to make 
free Election: And foraſmuch as the Freedom of Elettions 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament is of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence to the Preſervation of the Rights and Liberties 
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of this Kingdom : To the End there fore that the ſame may 
h: ſufely tranſmitted to Poſterity, and for the avoiding any 
Inonveniencies that may ariſe thereuntg from any Regiment, 
Troop or Company, or any Number of Soldiers which fhall be 
quarter'd or billeted within any City, Borough, Town or 
Place, where any Eleftion of any Member or Members to 
ſyve in Parliament, or of the ſixteen Peers to repreſent the 
Peeroge of Scotland in Parliament, or of any of them, ſhall 
te appointed to be made. 

Be it enacted by the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
by and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament afſem- 
bled, and by Authority of the ſame, that when ard as 
oſten as any ſuch Election ſhall be appointed to be made, 
the Secretary at War for the Time being (who is hereby 
required to take Notice of the Time appointed for ſuch 
Elections or Election) ſhall and is hereby required at 
ſome convenient Time before the Day appointed for ſuch 
Election, to iſſue and ſend forth proper Orders * Wri- 
ting for the Removal of every ſuch Regiment, Troop or 
Company, or other Number of Soldiers, as ſhall be quar- 
ter'd or billeted in' any ſuch City, Borough, Town, or 
Place, where ſuch Election ſhall be appointed to be 
made : And every ſuch Regiment, Troop, or Company, or 
other Number of Soldiers as aforeſaid, ſhall, upon the Re- 
ceipt of ſuch Order, accordingly march out of every ſuch 
City, Borough, Town, or Place, one Day at the leaſt 
before the Day appointed for ſuch Election, to the Di- 
ſtance of two or more Miles from ſuch City, Borough, 
Town, or Place, and ſhall not make any nearer Approach 
to ſuch City, Borough, Town, or Place, as atoreſaid, 
"till one Day at the leaſt after the Poll to be taken at 
ſuch Election ſhall be ended, and the Poll Books cloſed. 

And be it further enaRted, by the Authority aforeſaid. 
That in Caſe any Officer or Officers to whom ſuch Order 
from the Secretary at Wat for the Time being, {or other 
Perſon to whom the iſſuing out ſuch Order as is ?foreſaid 
ſhall belong) ſhall be directed and delivered, ſhall neg- 
left or refuſe to cauſe ſuch Regiment, Troop or Company, 
or other Number of Soldiers ſo quarter'd or billetted, as 
aforeſaid, to march out of ſuch City, Borough, Town 
or Place, at the Time and to the Place or Places in ſuch 
Order ſpecify*d, and ſhall be thereof duly convicted upon 
an Inditment, to be preferr'd at the next Aſſizes or 
Seſſions of Oyer and Terminer, to be held for the County 
where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, or an Informa- 
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tion to be exhibited in the Court of King's Bench, within 
fix Months after ſuch Offence committed; which Infor. 
mation the ſaid Court of King's Bench is hereby im. 
power'd to grant, every ſuch Officer ſhall, for every ſuch 
Offence, be forthwith caſhier'd and diſplaced from ſuch 
His Office, and ſhall be thereby diſabled to have or hold 
any Civil or Military Office or Employment within this 
Kingdom, or in any of his Majeſty's Dominions, and 
thall likewiſe forfeit And if any Officer 
or Soldier, who ſhall be order'd or directed to march cut, 
as aforeſaid, ſhajl be found in any ſuch City, Borough, 
Town or Place, during the Continuance of ſuch Election, 
as aforeſaid, and ſhall be thercof duly convicted, upon 
an Inditment to be preferr'd at the next Afſizes or 
Seſſions of Oyer and Terminer to be held for the County 
where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, every ſuch O, 
ticer ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, ſorfeit the Sum of 


* 


Provided nevertheleſs, That nothing in this AR con- 
tained, ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to the 
Cities of London or We/tminfter, or the Borough of South. 
ark, for and in reſpect of ſuch Number of Troops and 
Soldiers only as are uſually employ'd as Guards to his 
Majefiy's Royal Perſon, or are uſually quarter'd or 
billetted near the Place of his Majeſty's Reſidence, nor 
to any City, Borough, Town, or Place, where his Ma 
jeſty, or any of his Royal Family, ſhall happen to be 
or reſide at the Time of any ſuch Election, for or in 
Reſpe& of ſuch Number of Troops or Soldiers only, 
as ſhall be attendant as Guards to his Majeſty, or to ſuch 
other Perſon of his Majeſty's Royal Family, as is afore- 
laid, nor to any Caſlle, Fort, or fortify'd Place, where 
any Garriſon is uſually kept, for or in ReſpeR of ſuch 
Number of Troops or Soldiers only whereof ſuch Gar- 
riſon is uſually compoſed. 

Provided likewiſe, That nothing in this Act contained 
Mall extend or be conſtrued to extend to any Officer a 
Soldier, who ſhall have a Right to vote at any ſuch 
Election, as aforeſaid ; but that every ſuch Officer and 
Soldier may freely, and without Interruption, attend 
and give his Vote at ſuch Election, any Thing herein 
before contained to the contrary thereof notwithſtand- 
Ing. 

On Tuefday the 15th Day of April, the Houſe of 
Lords wen” into a Committee on the ſaid Bill, and the 


Art enafting Clauſe being read, the Earl of Angles 
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pod up and took Notice, That if none but the Secre- 
ary at War ſhould be obliged to ſend Orders to the Sol- 
lers to withdraw at the Time of the Election, the In- 
ation of the Bill might be eaſily defeated ; becauſe, if 
any future Miniſter ſhould have a Delign to over-awe 
any Election, or any Number of Elections, he might 
vet the Secretary at War removed jult before the Elec- 
jons Came on, and no new one appointed *till after they 
ere over; and as the Bill then flood, any other Perſon 
ing as Secretary at War, might refuſe to iſſue ſuch 
Orders, by which the Intention of the Bill would be 
defeated ; thereiore he would propoſe, that after theſe 
Words, The Secretary at War for the Time being, the fol- 
lowing Words ſhould be added, Or ſuch other Per ſon to 
whom it ſrall belong. Which Amendment was agreed to 
without any Debate. 

Then a Motion was made for leaving out the ſecond 
enakting Clauſe, and conſequently theſe Words in the 
t Clauſe, viz. And every ſuch Regiment, Troop or 
lunpany, or other Number of Soldiers, as aforeſaid, all 
upon the Receipt of ſuck Orders accordingly march. 

This occa ſion'd a ſtrenuous Debate, in which the Ar- 
zument for the Motion was in Subſtance as follows, viz. 


My Lords, 
Y a Bill which we have this Seſſion paſſed into a. 
Law, I mean the Bill againſt Mutiny and Deſer- 

tion, and the Articles of War which are ſettled and 
igned by his Majeſty in Conſequence of that Bill, we 
know that every Officer is obliged, under. very high Pe- 
alties, to obey all ſuch Orders as he ſhall receive from 
bis Majeſty's Secretary at War, or any Perſon acting as 
ſuch : Therefore I muſt think it very unneceſſary to lay. 
the Officers under any new Obligation for giving Obe- 
ience to thoſe Orders that are by this Bill to be ſent 
them from the Secretary at War, with Reſpe& to their 
emoving from any Place where an Election is to be. 
For this Reaſon, I am of Opinion, that the ſecond enatt- 
ng Clauſe of this Bill, which is next to be read to your 
Lordſhips, ought to be entirely left out, and inſtead 
thereof a Clauſe inſerted for laying Penalties upon the 
&cretary at War, or other Perſon acting as ſuch, who 
hall refuſe or negle& to iſſue Orders, as directed by this 
att; and if your Lordſhips agree with me in this Opi- 
nion, you muſt of Courſe leave out of the Clauſe now 
trad to you theſe Words, to wit, And every ſuch Regents 
| | roop 
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Troop or Company, or other Number of Soldiers, as afy 
. ſhall, upon the Receipt of ſuch Orders, accordin 

If an Officer, ſhould diſobey the Orders ſent him upot 
any ſuch Occaſion by the Secretary at War, he might | 
try'd by a Court Martial, and ſubjected to the Punik 
ment of Mutiny, which is a much more ſevere Punif 
ment than any I believe your Lordſhips intend to inflif 
by this Bill ; therefore it is very unneceſſary, nay if 
would even ſeem a little ridiculous, to make a new Ly 
for infliting a Puniſhment leſs ſevere than that which i 
inflifted by a Law we have already paſſed this Seſſion 
Parliament; and it would be a great. Hardſhip upm 
Officers, to ſubje&t them to ſo many different Sorts « 
Trials for one and the ſame Crime: Befides, the Reguls 
tion, as it ſtands at preſent in the Bill, might be attend 
ed with very great Inconveniencies ; for if every Offen 
were laid under an abſolute Neceſſity, not only to remove 
out of the Town, but not to return to it upon any At 
count during the Time of an Election, it would be in. 
poſſible for the Civil Power to have the Aſſiſtance of the 
Troops in Caſe any great Tumult or Riot ſhould happen 
at an Election: Nay, the Enemies of the Government 
might take the Opportunity of an Election of a nes 
Parliament, to aſſemble and form themſelves into great 
Bodies, at thoſe Places where they knew the Troop 
could not come to difturb them; by which Means the 
might be enabled to begin a general Inſurrection, and 
might come to a very great Head, before his Majelh 
could make any Uſe of thoſe Troops which are given 
him by Parliament for preſerving the Tranquility of 
the Kingdom : Even our Enemies abroad might take Oe. 
caſion to invade us, and to land their Troops at ſome d 
eur Towns upon the Sea Coaſt, during the Time of i 
EleRion, when, if this Bill, as it now ſtands, fhoult 
Paſs into a Law, none of his Majeſty's Troops coul 
come within two Miles of the Place, to diſpute or pie 
vent their Landing. 

Theſe Conſiderations convince me, that no one 0 
your Lordſhips will be for allowing this Clauſe to ſtand 
as it is in the Bill, without making ſome condition 
Proviſion or Exception ; and I cannot comprehend how 
any ſuch can be made, without ſubjecting the Nation © 
greater Dangers than thoſe we propoſe by this Bill t. 
avoid; for if we make an Exception, that the TrooP 


ſhall leave the Town, and ſhall not rgturn, unleſs . 
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great Danger happens, or is to be apprehended; we 
muſt give a Power to ſome. Perſon or other to judge 
when that Condition exiſts, and where to lodge this 
Power does not to me ſeem eaſy to determine: To lodge 
fuch a diſcretionary Power in the Returning Officer, or 
in any other Magiſtrate of a little Borough, would cer- 
tainly be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Free- 
dow of Elections; and it would be as dangerous to lodge 
it by an expreſs Law in the Breaſt of the returning Offi- 
cer. Thus, to make this Reſtraint abſolute, may em- 
broil the Nation in Civil Wars, and to make it conditio- 
Wl nal, may endanger the Freedom of our Elections; for 
which I muſt think it much better to lay the Officers 
under no Reſtraint or Obligation, but that which they 
are now under by the Martial Law, and the Mutiny 
Bill we have already paſſed : By them the Officers will 
always be obliged to obey the Orders they receive from 
the Secretary at War, unleſs ſome very ſudden and un- 
foreſeen Accident makes it abſolutely neceſſary for them 
to act otherwiſe 35 and in acting otherwiſe, they will al- 
ways be extreamly cautious, becauſe, if they are not 
able to make the Neceſſity clearly appear, they will 
thereby ſubject themſelves to the Laws againſt Mutiny. 

I know, my Lords, it may be ſaid, that as Trials by 
Courts Martial are very much under the Direction of 
the Crown; though an Officer ſnould, on Occaſion of an 
Election, di ſobey the Orders he had received from the 
Secretary at War, it would be in the Option of the 
Crown, or the Miniſters of the Crown, whether or no 
he ſhould be try'd before a Court Martial for ſuch Diſo- 
bedience 3 and conſequently that ſome Officers would be 
ready to diſobey them, as often as they knew that the 
Orders were ſent only in Obedience to the Law, but that 
it was not intended or expected they ſhould obey them; 
but it is certain, that no Officer would venture to diſo- 
bey ſuch Orders without private Inſtructions in Writing, 
under the Hand of ſome ſuperior Miniſter ; and to ſup- 
poſe that any Miniſter would venture to give ſuch In- 
ſiruQtions under his Hand in Writing, or that many Offi- 
cers would obſerve ſuch private Inſtruct ions, are Suppo- 
tions which, in my Opinion, there is not the leaſt 
Ground to make; nay, I think it is almoſt impoſſible 
for us to make any ſuch, if we conſider, that if any 
Officer ſhould behave in ſuch an illegal Manner, or if 
ay fuch private Inſtructions ſhould ever be divulged, 
$ Complaint would certainly be made in Parliament 
L-1 again 
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againſt ſuch Officer or ſuch Miniſter, and both might 
expect the higheſt Puniſhment the Parliament could 
inflia. | 

But, my Lords, ſuppoſe that an Officer could, in ſuch 
Caſe, hope to evade all Puniſhment before a Court Mar. 
tial, or in Parliament, yet even as the Law ſtands a 
preſent, he could not hope to evade all Manner of pu- 
niſhment ; for if any Officer ſhould remain in, or return 
to any Town during the Time of an Election, and ſhould 
make Uſe of the Troops under his Command for over- 
awing the Election, he might be indicted even at Com- 
mon Law, upon the Statute of Edward I. called Wet 
minſier the Firſt ; by the 5th Chapter of which it is de- 
clared, That no Man ſhall by Force of Arms, by Malice 
or by Menaces, diſturb the Freedom of any EleQion, 
under the Pain of grievous Fine and Impriſonment; 
which is ſo ſevere a Puniſhment, that it is not to be 
ſuppoſed any Officer would ſubjett himſelf to it at the 
Nefire of any Miniſler, eſpecially if ſuch Officer were a 
Gentleman of Fortune and Figure in his Country, as 
moſt of our Officers are at preſent, and I hope always 
will be. 

I hope, my Lords, I have now clearly ſhewn, that 
there is no Neceſſity for laying the Officers of the Army 
under any of the Reſtraints or Penalties propoſed by this 
Bill; becauſe they are already under as great Reſiraintt 
and Penalties as can be ſuppoſed neceſſary for preventing 
their attempting to over-awe any Election, either by 
ſlaying in, or returning to the Place where there is an 
Election, or by making Uſe of the Troops under their 
Command, for diſturbing the Freedom of the Election; 
and as it muſt be granted, that the Reſtraints propoſed 
by this Bill would expoſe us to great Dangers and Incon- 
veniencies, therefore I doubt not but your Lordſhips 
will agree to the Amendment I ſhall propoſe upon read- 
ing the next Clauſe, and for this Reaſon I ſhall agree to 
Jeave out thoſe Words which I have propoſed to be left 
out of the Clauſe now before you. 


It was anſwer'd to the Effect as follows: 


My Lords, 

Y the Amendment now offer'd, the Intention of the 
preſent Bill, and indeed of all ſuch Bills, ſeems to 

be very much miſunderſtood ; for it is certain, that all 
Sills of the ſame Nature with that now before us, ie 
x 2 deſigned 
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defigned as Limitations and ReſtriQions upon the Power 
of the Crown, or rather upon the Power of Miniſters 
acting under the Crown. During his preſent, Majefty's 
Reign we are certain, that no Encroachments will be 
made upon the Freedom of Elections by Means of the 
Army, or by any other Means ; but this eught not to 
prevent our making ſuch Regulations, as may appeir 
neceſſary for preventing ſuch Encroachments in any 
future Reign; and as it has always been ſuppoſed, that 
Troops quarter'd or remaining in any Town, during the 
Time of an Election, might be ſome Sort of Encroach- 
went upon the Freedom of that Election; theretore, 
ever ſince we had any ſuch Thing as a Standing Army in 
this INand, the Miniſters of the Crown have thought 
themſelves, in common Prudence, obliged to order the 
Troops to remove from every Town where there ha p- 
pened to be an Election, and not return to that Town 
till the Election was quite over. This has hitherto, 
been left to the Prudence and Diſcretion of the Miniſters 
for the Time being, and the Reafon of doing ſo was, 
that we have never yet been certain that a Standing 
Army would be kept up for any ſucceeding Year ; but 
now that we have continu'd a numerous Standing Army 
for ſo many Years, and are like te continue it for Years 
to come, it was thought proper not to leave that to the 
Prudence of Miniſters, which might, in ſome future 
Reign, be made Uſe of for the overturning of our Con- 
flitution 3 and therefore this Houſe agreed to the Motion 
which was made, for ordering the Judges to bring in the 
Bill now before us: For this Reaſon I muſt think, that 
it was the Opinion of this Houſe, that we ought, by en 
expreſs Law, to put it out of the Power of any future 
Adminiſtration, to negle& doing that which all former 
Adminiſtrations have, in Regard to our Conſtitution, 
thought themſelves, in common Prudence, obliged to 
do, | 
This, my Lords, was certainly your Opinion, when 
you agreed ta the Order for bringing in this Bill; but 
from this Opinion we muſt now depart, or we muſt 
diſagree with the noble Duke in the Amendment which 
he has been pleaſed to offer ; for if your Lordſhips de- 
fign by a new Law, to lay a Refiriftion or Limitation on 
the Miniſters of the Crown, the Execution of that Law 
is not ſurely to be intruſted with thoſe upon whom that 
Reſtriction or Limitation is de ſigned to be laid; which 
would be the Caſe if the Motion now made to us _ 

L1 2 e 


— 


Ne 84 


. 
of 
' 
b 
5 
F 


ſuppoſe any ſuch Thing; and therefore you cannot, in 
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be a reed to. "Tis true, the Officers of the Army are, are, 
2 Mutiny Bill, and "the Articles of War, obliged 

N obey ſuch Orders as they may from Time to Time 
receive from his Majeſty's Secretary at War, and in Caſe 
of Diſobed ience, they are ſubjected to very great Puniſh. 
ments; but for this Diſobedience they are to be try'd by 
a Court Martial; and whether any ſuch Court ſhall be 
ee ate, or whether any ſuch Officer ſhall be try'd be. 
fore ſuch Court when appointed, is entirely in the Power 
of the Crown, or more properly of the Miniſters acting 
under the Grown, who are the very Perſons whoſe Power þ 
was deſigned to be limited when this Bill was propoſed, 
Can we then ſuppoſe, my Lords, that an Officer who 
diſubeyed ſuch Orders at the Defire of a Chief Miniſter, 
would ever be brought before a Court Martial, or try'd 
for ſuch Diſobedience ? Your Lordſhips cannot ſurely 


me Opinion, agree to the Amendment now propoſed, 
unleſs you have departed from the Deſign you had when 
the Order for bringing in this Bill was agreed to. 
But further, my Lords, let us conſider who are the 
Judges of every Court Martial; they are the Officers of 
the Army, Judges whoſe Commiſſions depend abſolutely 
upon the Pleaſure of the Crown; and ſhall we leave 
any Thirg relating to the Freedom of Elections, upon 
which the Preſervation of our Conſtitution ſo much de- 
pends, to be try'd only before ſuch Judges? The noble 
Duke has told us, that an Officer may, on any ſudden 
and unforeſeen Emergency, diſobey or aQt contrary to the 
Orders he receives from the Secretary at War; and is it 
not to be preſumed, that a Court Martial, compoſed of 
ſuch Judges, will admit of any Emergency as a ſufficient 
Excuſe for diſobeying ſuch Orders, when they know that 
{ich Difobedience proceeded from private Inſtructions 
given by a principal Miniſter of State ? Surely we have 
not yet forgot what was one of the principal Grievances 
complained of before the Revolution, what was one of 
the firſt Things redreſſed by the Revolution: The gene- 
ral Complaint was, and it was a Complaint but too well . 

rounded, that the Judges Commiſſions were all during 
Plelfure; ; and therefore they were too apt to follow the 
Directions they received from the Crown in any Affair, 
where the Miniſters thought fit to give ſuch Directions: 
Have not we then good Reaſon to be afraid that the 
Judges upon a Court Martial may, in future Times, do 
45 other Judges during Pleaſure have done in Times * 
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And ſhall we leave an Encroachment upon the Freedom 
of our Elections to be puniſhed only by ſuch Judges ? 
Your Lordſhips did not certainly intend any ſuch Thing, 
when you gave Orders for drawing up the Pill now be- 
fore us, and therefore the learned Judges have very wiſe- 
ly drawn it up in ſuch a Manner as to ſubject the Diſ- 
obedience of an Officer, in the Caſe now before us, to a 
Trial at Common Law, which is the only Method by 
which the Bill can be made effeua]). 

That the ſubjecting an Officer to ſeveral Sorts of Trials 
for the ſame Crime, would be a Hardſhip upon the Offi- 
cers of the Army, cannot be an Argument of any 
Weight, when we conſider that the Preſervation of our 
Conflitution is in the other Scale: It has, in many 
Caſes, been thought neceſſary to ſubject the Gentiemen 
of the Army to be try'd by the Common Law, as well 
by a Court Martial: Even by the Mutiny Bill itſelf, 
if any Officer or Soldier ſhall take Quarters againit Law, 
or ſhall diſturb his Quarters, he is made liable to be 
try'd by the Quarter Seſſions; and if upon ſuch Trial 
he be found guilty, if an Officer he is to be immediately 
caſhier'd ;: And I hope your Lordſhips will think, that 
an Officer's diſturbing the Freedom of an Election, is an 
Affair of greater Conſequence than that of ditturbing 
his Quarters, and that therefore, you will not think it a 
Hardſhip to ſubject him to a Trial at Common Law, in 
the one Caſe as well as the other. 

As to the Dangers and Inconveniencies to which it is 
pretended we may be expoſed, by laying Officers under 
a abſolute Neceſſity of removing from any Place where 
there is to be an Election, and not returning 'til! that 
Election be over, they are founded upon Suppoſitions, I 
am ſure much more unreaſonable than that of ſuppoſing 
that fome Miniſter may hereafter do what he ought not 
todo; For to ſuppoſe that any ſuch Number of Men can 
meet at any Election, as ,may endanger the Government, 
to ſuppoſe that all thoſe Men are ſuch as will risk their 
Lives and their Fortunes by joining in an Inſurrection, 
to ſuppoſe that they are all regularly arm'd and prepared 
for War, and to ſuppoſe that this Concert can be carry'd 
Mm without the Government's hearing a Word of it be- 
fore the Day of Election, is carrying Suppoſitions, I 
muſt ſay, a great Length, and endeavouring to perſuade 
ls to leave ourſelves expoſed to real Dangers, by fright- 
ng us with thoſe which are altogether imaginary. Then 
vith reſpect ta Invaſions; to ſuppoſe that an Invaſion 


may 
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at the Time of an Election, I cannot ſee, my Lords 
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may be made, and the Troops landed juſt at the Tine 
and at the very Place where an Election happens to he 
carrying on, we muſt firſt ſuppoſe, that an Expreſs bu 
gone over to let the Enemy know the Day appointed fir 
the Election; that after their receiving this Account 
they embark their Troops, ſail, and meet with ſuch x 
favourable Wind, as to bring them directly to the Plc 
where the Election is, on the very Day it begins, a 
within a few Days after; and to ſuppoſe that all this 
may be done in fuch a ſhort Time as what uſually in 
gervenes between the appointing of the Day of EleQtinn, 
and that Day's coming on, is really carrying Suppoſitions 
« moſt extravagant Length. But if theſe were Suppoſi 
tions that cauld be made, they would be of no Weight in 
the preſent Debate; for it is in all Cafes a certain 
Maxim, that Inter Arma ſileut Leges : Upon any ſud 
Occaſton, the Troops not only might but ought 80 march 
Into the Town where an InſurreQtion or Invaſion happeng 
notwithflanding its being at the Time of an Election. 
notwithſianding the Law now propoſed, and notwith 
landing any Law that is or can be made: In Times: 
fuch Danger, Men are always indemniſied for what they 
may be obliged to do againſt the Letter of the Law, and 
a particular Ac of Parliament for that Purpoſe, hi 
always been paſſed as ſoon as the Danger was aver. 

As for any little Riots or Tumults that may happet 


why there is any more Danger to be apprehended from 
them now than there was formerly, when we had 1 
Juch Thing as regular Troops, either to prevent thel! 
happening, or to quell them when they did happen. Iu 
former Times the Civil Power was always found ful 
cient for preventing Riots, or for quelling them, and 
8 the Authors of them; and conſidering te 
evere Law againſt Riots, which was lately made, and 
fill in Force, I am ſure it cannot be ſaid that the Civi 
Power is now leſs ſufficient ſor that Purpoſe than it i 
formerly, Beſides, we all know, that a Riot or Tumult 
at an Election, makes it a void Election; therefore it! 
always the Buſineſs of thoſe who have the ſtrongeſt Party, 
to endeavour to prevent all ſuch ; and indeed, there 1 
feldom or ever any great Riot happens, but what 1s & 
caſioned by thoſe who have a Mind to make the Flefio 
void, or by the Magiſtrates who preſide at the Elettio, 
doing ſome ſignal Injuſtice to the Electors; but ſupp® 


dos that there may Happen now and then a fe rb 
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Jeads, or bloody Noſes at an Election, are we, that 
ccount, to have all our Elections carry'd on under the 
Terror and Influence of a Regiment of Soldiers? Or are 
eto give them a Pretence to be preſent at all our Elec- 
tions, to give every little Magiſtrate, or perhaps a 
uſtom - houſe Officer, a Power to call them in when he 
bis a Mind ? 

Even the noble Lords who have ſpoke for the Amend- 
nent, ſeem to think it dangerous to give by Law to any 
Returning Officer, or Magiſtrate of a little Borough, a 
bower to call in the Troops during the Time of an Elec- 
tion, whenever he pleaſes ; and they likewiſe ſeem to 
hink it dangerous to give, by Law, a Power to the Offi- 
cers themſelves to remain in, or return to the Place 
where the Election happens to be, whenever they think 
it neceſſary ; yet by the Amendment they propoſe, the 
Commanding Officer for the Time is to be velted with 
this very Power : The Secretary at War, indeed, is to.be 
qbliged to ſend his Orders for the Troops to remove; 
but, as the noble Lords themſelves have explained it, 
he Commanding Officer may diſobey theſe Orders, in 
Caſe of any ſudden and unforeſeen Emergency, without 
running any Risk of being try'd or puniſh'd by a Court 
Martial for ſuch Diſobedience; and we may depend on 
it, that ſuch Emergencies will never be wanting, when a 
prime Miniſter has a Mind that the Troops ſhould re- 
main in, or return to the Place where an Election is 
carrying on: Nay, it will always be in the Power of 
my Returning Officer, or Magiſtrate of a little Borough, 
r of any Cuſtom-houſe or Exciſe Officer, to furniſh the 
Commanding Officer of the Troops with ſuch an Emer- 
gency ; for we know that the Troops have always a ge- 
teral Order to be aſſiſting to the Civil Power, and like- 
wiſe to all Officers of the Revenue ; and therefore the 
Returning Officer may at all Times pretend that he is 
ipprehenfive of a Tumult, and may demand the Aſſi- 
lance of the Troops, or a Cuſtom-houſe or Excife Officer 
my demand their Aſſiſtance in ſeizing or ſearching for 
ſmuggled Goods; and this will be a ſudden and unfore- 
ten Emergency, that will always excuſe the Command- 
ing Officer of the Troops for diſobeying the Orders he 
[cel ves from the Secretary at War, when any prime 
Miniſter but inſinuates, that ſuch Excuſe ſhould be ad- 
mitted of by the Court Martial, in Caſe the Officer 


2 ever be brought to a Trial for any ſuch Diſobe- 
ce. | 
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| fame Time ſhewing themſelves ſo very little apprehen. 
ſive of the Deſigns of future Miniſters, and ſo unwilling 


ſolutely inconſiſtent with the Preſervation of our Con. 
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I am really ſurpriſed, my Lords, to find thoſe who ali 


fo apprehenſive of Inſurrefions and Invaſions, and þ 
very apt to ſuppoſe Dangers from thence ariſing, at the 


to ſuppoſe, that the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, an 
the Liberties of the People, cah ever be in any Danger 
from ſuch Deſigns. I am ſure there is nothing more m 
tural than to ſuppoſe, that we may have in ſome futur 
Reign, an ambitious, rapacious, or wicked Miniſte, 
and as the Safety of ſuch a Miniſter can conſiſt in nothing 
ſo much as in deſtroying the Freedom of our Electiom 
we muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that he will leave no Stone 
unturned for accompliſhing that wicked Purpoſe , there 
fore we muſt likewiſe neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that he will 
ſend ſuch private Inſtruftions, as have been mention, 
to the Commanding Officers of the Troops, in all Placet 
where he cannot influence the Election by any other ille 
gal Means; and as ſuch a Miniſter may probably have 
the ſole Management of his Maſter, it is well known 
what Lengths ſome Officers may go, rather than tick 
their Commiſſions by diſobeying his private Cormmandy 
or in order to recommend themſelves to his Favour for 
Preferment * Such an illegal Obedience to Miniſterill 
Inſtructions is not, indeed, to be apprehended from the 
preſent Officers of our Army; but they are not immor- 
tal, and we do not, we cannot know by what Sort 
Men they may be ſucceeded ; therefore I think it is ab 


ſtitution, to leave thoſe Officers, who may hereafter et 
croach upon the Freedom of our Elections, to be try 
only by thoſe who may be guilty of the ſame Crime, and 
at the ſole Pleaſure of thoſe whoſe Intereſt it may be, 
whoſe Safety may depend upon it, either not to try then 
at all, or to try them only in order to acquit them. 

A Proſecution in Parliament is not to be apprehen 
either by Officers or Miniſters, when by ſuch illegal 
Means they have got a Parliament to their own Likinz 
and as to Officers being ſubjet to a Trial at Common 
Law, upon the Statute of Edward I. I muſt obſerve, 
that if an Officer or any other ſhould' commit a Breach 
of the Peace, by openly endeavouring to over-awe i 
Election, or by openly intimidatin any Returning 055 
cer or Elector, he might be indicted, try'd, and puniſh" 
at Common Law upon that Statute ; but no Officer dt 


Soldier can be indiRted, try'd, and puniſh'd at 9 
| *. 
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Law, by Virtue of that or any other Statute, for not re- 
moving from the Place, or for returning to the Place 
"where an Election is carrying on; and the Deſign of this 
Bill is, at leaſt I always took the Deſign of this Bill to 
be, to prevent the Officers or Soldiers being preſent in 
any Town or Place upon any ſuch Occaſion ; for if they 
ae allowed to be preſent, they may fall upon twenty 
Ways to influence, and even to over-awe the EleQion, 
without its being poſſible to prove any Overt-AR againſt 
ll them, ſo as to indift them. at Common Law upon the 
ll Statute of Edward J. | 
This, my Lords, was what made the Bill now before 
us neceſſary ; the Deſign of the Motion was, and when 
your Lordſhips agreed to that Motion I muſt think your 
Deſign was, to make it criminal in any Officer or Soldier 
\ to be preſent in any Place during the Time of an Elec- 
"BY tion, unlefs he was there as an Elector; but if your 
"WL Lordſhips agree to the Amendment now propoſed, you 
alter the whole Intention of the Bill; you make it, in- 
"Bi deed, criminal in the Secretary at War not to iſſue ſuch 
orders as are directed by the Bill; but you do not make 
i criminal in an Officer or Soldier to be preſent in any 
Place during the Time of an Election, at leaſt, you do 
Þ 


— 


not make it a Crime far which he may be try'd at Com- 
non Law : Nay, in my Opinion, it will not be fo cri- 
winal after the paſſing of this Bill, as it was before 3 
for before the bringing in of this Bill, an Officer did not 
know but that he might be brought to a Trial at Com- 
mon Law, if he remained in any Town, or returned to 
it during the Time of Election; whereas heregſter, if 
he remains in the Town, if he brings his Regiment, 
Troop, or Company, to the very Place of Election, and 
plants Centuries to attend the Poll-Books, be knows how 
he is to be try'd 3 he is to be try'd by his Brother Offi- 
em in a Court Martial, and I don't know but their 
dentence may be pleaded in Bar to any future Indid ment 
brought againſt Him upon the Statute of Edward I. for 
what Intergretations may hereaiter be put upon this 
Uv, cannot now be ſo eaſily determined: And there- 
re I hope your Lordſhips will paſs the Bill in the ſame 
Uupe the learned Judges have brought it in, unleſs ſome 
more convincing Reaſons than any I have yet heard, 
kvuld be given for turning it into à Shape very different 
Tg that in which it is at preſent. 
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expected was to be done by the Law propoſed. was, t 


criminal in any Officer to appear as a private Gentleman 
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To which it was reply'd: 


My Loras, 

4 HAT was the Deſign of other Lords, wha 

* they moved for, or agreed to the Order for bring. 
ing in this Bill, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but 
all! I thought was intended, either by the Motion 9 
Order, was to lay Miniſters in Time to come, under 
Jegal Obligation of doing that which Miniſters in Time 
paſt have always done without any Obligation, but whit 
aroſe from the great Regard they have always ſhewn to 
the Freedom of our Elections. From this Regard, Car 
has always hitherto been taken, when there was to be 
an Election at a Place where any Troops were quarter, 
to ſend Orders for the Troops to remove to ſome other 
Place during the Time of the Election; and all that! 


enact, that ſuch Orders ſhould always be ſent upon every 
future Occaſion. This was my only Defign when [ 
agreed to the Order for bringing in this Bill, and this 
Deſign would be fully accompliſh'd by this Bill, when 
amended as has been propoſed. I never, indeed, once 
imagined .hat the Officers and Soldiers ſhould be abſolute 
ly baniſhed from ſuch Place during the Time of an Elec 
tion ; I could not imagine that it'was to be made highly 


in any ſuch Place, in order to vifit his Friends in th 
Town, or to drink a Glaſs with any Gentleman of hi 
Acquaintance, who might, perhaps, come into Tom 
upon that Occaſion ; and I muſt think that the paſing d 
ſuch a Law would really be doing them a very gien 
Injury, it would be treating them as Enemies, not # 
Subjects; whereas, while our Army centinues upon in 
preſent Footing, I think both the Officers and Soldier 
ought to be look'd on, not only as Subjects, but as Sub- 
jects as much concern'd as any other in the Preſervatin 
of our Conſtitution, and of the Freedom af our Ele 

tion. . 6 
I was likewiſe, my Lords, far from ſuppoſing, or ever 
deſigning, that it ſhould by Law be put abſolutely ou 
of the Power of the Troops to remain in the Town, ® 
to return to the Town where an Election happened to b. 
e ven in a Caſe of the utmoſt Neceſſity and Danger; it 
though I do not think we need be at preſent under 4 
very great Apprehenſions of Inſurrections or 
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yet I think we ought not to paſs a Law which may tend 
directly to encourage them : It cannot, tis true, be ſup- 
poſed that any ſuch great Number of Men can meet at 
my one Place of Election as may endanger the Govern- 
went ; but ſuch a great Number may meet in a few 
Days at the Place of an Election, and may form them- 
ſelves into ſuch a regular Body, if they have but two or 
three Days Time for that Purpoſe, as to put it out of 
the Power of the Troops in that Neighbourhood to diſ- 
perſe them, nay, as to oblige the Troops in that Neigh- 
bourhood to march off and leave them, by which Means 
two or three ſuch Bodies of Men, form'd at different 
Places in the Time of a general EleQion, may be able to 
join together, and thereby form ſuch a Body as might 
endanger the Government: Then, as to Invaſions, the 
very Day of an Election at any of our Sea-port Towns 
cannot, indeed, be known *till after it is appointed; but 
after the Writs are iſſued for a new Parliament, the 
Days of Election may be nearly gueſs'd at, and a foreign 
Enemy, by good Intelligence, might very eaſily take 
their Meaſures, ſo as to come to land at ſome of our Sea- 
port Towns on the very Day of Election; upon ſuch 
an Emergency, the Officer would certainly be excuſed if 
he marched his Troops into Town, in Order to attack 
them ; but *till they began to land, he would not ven- 
tare the Breach of ſuch a ſevere Law ; and after their 
having begun to land, it would be too late for him to 
mirch from the Quarters aſſigned him during the Time 
of Election, which might probably be at three or four 
Miles Diſtance from that Town. | 
With Reſpe& to Tumults and Riots, the Reaſon of 
the ſevere Law againſt them is very well known, and 
may be remember'd by ſeveral of your Lordſhips: At 
that Time, even with the Aſſiſtance of the regular Troops, 
the Civil Power was ſeldom or ever able to quell the 
Riots and Tumults that happen'd, till after they had 
done much Miſchief ; and if the regular Troops were 
quite out of the Caſe, I am convinced we ſhould at 
many Elections have ſuch Tumults as could not be ſoon 
quell'd by the Civil Power, tho' now arm'd with a ſevere 
Law ; for your -Lordſhips muſt conſider, that ſuch Tu- 
mults or Riots are ſeldom made by thoſe who have a 
Right to vote at any Election; and it often happens, 
that thoſe Candidates who have the Majority of the Mob 
on their Side, have the Majority of legal Voters againſt 
them, at all which Places, it is probable wg ſhould have 
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dangerous and very miſchievous Tumults, if the Mob 
wete aſſured that the regular Troops could not be brought 
againſt them: They would very much deſpiſe the Pro. 
clamation againſt Riots, if they knew that there was 0 
armed Force ſufficient for putting the Law in Execution, 
after that Proclamation was read. 

As it might be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, by 
an exprefs Law, to lay an abſolute and a peremptory 
Obligation upon the Troops, not to remain in or return 
to any Town during the Time of an Election, notwith- 
ſtanding the greateſt Neceflity and Danger, ſo it might be 
of the greateſt Conſequence, by an expreſs Law, to give 
a Power to the Troops to remain in or return to ſuch a 
Town, whenever they thought there was any Neceſſty 
for their ſo doing; but I Hope your Lordſhips will con. 
fider, that there is a very great Difference between a 
Power given by Ad of Parliament, and that Power 
which arifes from the immediate Neceſſity a Man is under: 
In the firſt Cafe the Proſecutor muſt ſhew, that the Per- 
fon profecuted exceeded the Power given him by Lay, 
which in many Caſes could not be ſo eaſily done; in the 
laſt, the Perſon proſecuted will certainly be condemned, 
_unlefs he can ſhew, to the Satisfaction of the Court, the 

Neceſſity he was under: Thus, by the Amendment nov 
propoſed, the Secretary at War is to be obliged to ſend 

is Orders to the Troops to remove; and by another 
Law paſſed this Seffion, the Troops are obliged, under 
very ſevere Penalties, to obey thoſe Orders; nothing 
then can excuſe their Diſobedience, but ſome very un- 
foreſeen and dangerous Emergency ; and that Emergency 
muſt be made appear to the Court by the Officers who ate 
guilty of ſuch Diſobetience. - 

Jam as ſenfible, my Lords, and as much apprehen- 
five of the Dangers to which we may be expoſed by the 
Deſigns of wicked Minifters, as any Lord in this Houſe, 
and ſhall always be for uſing all proper Precautions 
againſt the Deſigns of fach. For this Reaſon I agreed to 
the bringing in of this Bill; and as I am of Opinion 
that the Amendment now offer'd, will not derogate in 
the leaſt from its Efficacy againſt ſuch Deſigns, therefore 
J can wake no Diffculty in agreeing to it; for by the 
Bill, when amended as propoſed, it will be impoſſible fur 
any Minifter to encroach upon the Freedom of our Elec 
tions by Means of the Army, unleſs we ſuppoſe all the 
Officers of our Army ſo abandon'd, as to ſacrifice tbeit 


Honour, their Conſcience, and their Country, Ly — 
ay 
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Favour of a Miniſter, which is a Suppoſition I am ſure 
ve have no Ground to make from paſt Experience: As © 
the Officers of our Army muſt always be SubjeAs of 
Great Britain, we cannot ſuppoſe ſuch a general Depra® 
vity of Manners among them, without ſuppoſing the 
ume Depravity among all other Ranks of Men in this 
Kingdom, and againſt ſuch a Depravity it is impoſſible 
to provide : Miniſters will always have it in their Power 
to beſtow Preferments and Rewards upon Judges at Com- 
mon Law, as well as upon Officers of the Army ; and 
in Caſe of ſuch a general Depravity, we muſt ſuppoſe 
the former infeQted with it as well as the latter; in 
which Cafe, the Freedom of our Elections would be no 
better ſecured, by ſubjecting the Officers to a Trial at 
Common Law, than by ſubje&ing them to a Trial be- 
fore a Court Martial. 

'Tis true, my Lords, it has always been thought im- 

proper to have regular Troops in any Place where an 
EleQion is carrying on, and in this general Opinion I 
readily join: I do not think it is proper, but I can- 
not think it quite ſo dangerous as it has in this Debate 
been repreſented ; for really I cannot well form to my- 
felf an Idea of any Practices that either Officer or Sol- 
dier could be guilty of for over-awing or incroaching 
upon the Freedom of an Election, without expoſing 
themſelves to an Indittment upon the Statute of Edw. 1. 
I am ſure, if they threaten'd any Elector, or by Force 
prevented any Elecor from coming to give his Vote, 
that Elector would be a good Evidence for the King ; 
upon his ſingle Oath a Bill of Indictment would proba- 
bly be found by the Grand Jury, and I do not know but 
upon his ſingle Evidence, if corroborated with any Cir- 
cumſtances, they might be found guilty upon the Trial; 
ſo that I am apt to believe it would be impoſſible for the 
Officers or Soldiers to make Uſe of any ſuch Practices as 
would be effectual for over-awing or giving a Turn to 
an Ele&ion, without expoſing themſelves to a certain 
Danger, not only of being proſecuted, but of being con- 
victed at Common Law upon the Statute IT have men- 
tion d; and therefore, unleſs we ſuppoſe a Minifter to 
have the Direction of our Courts of Law, as well as of 
dur Courts Martial, I doubt much if he could prevail 
upon many Officers to join with him in over-awing or 
encroaching upon the Freedom of our Elections. 

That the Bill now before us, or the Amendment pro- 
Poſed, ſhould in the leaſt derogate from the Stat. Edv. 1. 
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is what I cannot apprehend : If an Officer diſobeys the 
Orders of the Secretary at. War, and remains in, or re. 
turns to any Town during the Time of an Election, he 
is, for ſuch Diſobedience, to be try'd by a Court Martial; 
but for any Encroachment upon the Freedom of an Elec. 
tion, he is not ſurely to be try'd by a Court Martial; 
and therefore no Trial by a Court Martial can ever he 
pleaded in Bar to an Indjtment upon the Statute Edu. 1. 
By that Statute he may till be try'd at Common Lay, 
if he openly encroaches upon the Freedom of any E. 
lection; and by the Bill now before us, when amended 
as propoſed, he may be try'd by a Court Martial, and 
feverely puniſh'd, if he keeps the Troops in the Town, 
or returns to the Town where an Election is carrying on, 
without a very immediate Neceſlity for his ſo doing: 
By theſe two Methods I think the Freedom of our Elec- 
tions will be ſufficiently ſecured againſt all Encroach- 
ments from our Army, and therefore I ſhall be for agree- 
ing to the Amendment propoſed. 

The Queſtion being then put for agreeing to the A- 
mendment, it was upon Diviſion carry'd in the Afirms- 
tive, by 70 to 35. 

The Motion for the Amendment was made by the 
Duke of N le, and was ſupported by the Earls of 
E ey and N ck, the Lord Ho——_ and the 
Lord Chancellor: It was oppoſed by the Earls of A——r4, 
n, A ea, C——ld, S gh, and W——a; 
and the Lords Oo, B-—=ft, and C t. 

At laſt the Preamble of the ſaid Bill was read, (the 
Preamble being always the laſt Part of the Bill which is 
read in the Committee upon the Bill) and a Motion was 
made, that theſe Words, viz. To the End therefore 
that the ſame may be ſafely tranſmitted to Poſterity, 
and for avoiding any Inconveniencies that may ariſe 
thereunto from any Regiment, Troop, or Company, 
or any Number of Soldiers, which ſhall be quarter d 
or billetted within any City, Borough, Town or Place, 
where any Election of Member or Members to ſerve in 
Parliament, or of rhe ſixteen Peers to repreſent the 
Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, or any of them, 
© ſthajl be appointed to be made,“ ſhould be left out; 
and that inſtead of them theſe Words, viz, That it 
© hath been the conſtant Uſage and Practice, to cauſe any 
© Number of Soldiers, quarter'd in any Place appointed 
© for electing Members to ſerve in Parliament, to remove 
© out of the ſame during the Time of Election, ſhould 
© be ſubſtituted, Upon 
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Upon this Motion there was another Debate, in which 
the Argument for the Motion was in Subſtance thus, viz. 


My Lords, 

Have joined heartily with your Lordſhips in every 

Step that has been taken towards the bringing in ant 
paſing the Bill now before us, and ſhall be ready to join 
in every future Step that may be neceſſary for compleat- 
ing ſo good a Work; but there is one Conlideration that 
has all along given me a good deal of Concern, and the 
preſent I take to be the proper Time for explaining my 
ſelf to your Lordſhips, and for offering ſomething to ob- 
viate the only Inconvenience that is to be apprehended 
from the Bill as it now fiands. It is an Opinion that al- 
moſt univerſally prevails without Doors, that no Bill of 
this Nature is ever brought into Parliament, much leſs 
paſſed into a Law, but for remedying ſome Grievance 
that has been felt and complained of. Tis true, your 
Lordſhips may, and do often, from your Prudence and 
Foreſight, order Bills to be brought in, and paſs Laws for 
the preventing of Grievances in Time to come. though 
no ſuch Grievance has before been felt or complained 
of ; but thoſe who are not acquainted with the Motives 
which may have induced you to bring in or paſs any 
ſuch Bill, are always more apt to impute it to your Ex- 
perience in Times paſt, than to your Precaution in Time 
to come: This Confideration has all along given me great 
Concern ; I am afraid that evil-minded People may, from 
our paſſing of this Bill, take Occaſion to throw unjult 
Reflections upon his Majeſty's Government, as if ſome 
Uſe had lately been made of the Troops for over-awing 
or encroaching upon the Freedom of Elections; and as 
there is ſtill a Party in the Kingdom diſaffefted to his 
Majeſty and his Family, it is not to doubted but that they 
will make Uſe of this Handle, for ſowing Jealouſies and 
Fears among his Majeſty's beſt Subjects. 

This Conſideration, my Lords, weighty as it is, ought 
not to prevent our paſſing ſo good a Bill ; but I think we 
ought to take all poſſible Precautions to prevent ſuah a 
fatal Conſequence ; and this, I think can only be done 
by leaving out ſome of the Words in the Preamble, and 
inſerting others in their Stead, as I ſhall immediately 
propoſe. Your Lordſhips all know, that the bringing 
in of this Bill was not occaſioned by a Complaint againſt 
any Uſe that has lately been made of the regular Troops 
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your Lord ſhips muſt be all ſenſible that his Majeqy! 
Wifdom and Goodneſs is ſuch, that he would by 10 
Means permit any of his Troops to be made Uſe of fy 
over. aw ing or encroaching upon the Freedom of any 
Eledion; and therefore, to ſatisfy the People, and t 
prevent his Majefty's Enemies from getting any Pretene: 
for throwing Reproaches upon his Government, I h 
your Lordſhips will agree to this Amendment in the 
Preamble, that theſe Words, To, Oc. (moved as before 
mentioned) «+ 0 | , : 


The Anſwer was to this Effect: 


My Lords, | 

A I have as firm an Attachment to his Majeſty and 
the preſent happy Ellabliſnment as any Man in the 
Kingdom; I can never hear his Majeſty's Name or his 
Government brought into any Debate, without the ut- 
moſt Concern ; and it has of late become ſo cuſtomary to 
bring the Sacred Name of the King into every Debate, 
that I wiſh there were ſome Order or ſome Regulation 
made for preventing the Praftice in Time to come. Shall 
we never find Fault with any Meaſure taken by Mini- 
ters ? Shall we never propoſe any Regulation for preſer- 
ving our Liberties. againſt any future wicked Adminifiry 
tion, but we muſt be told, it will reflect upon his Ms 
jefly and his Government? We are upon all Occaſions to 
diſlinguiſh between the King and his Miniſters, between 
the King's Government and the Miniſters Adminiſtration, 
His Majeſty and his Government are ſo Sacred, they can 
never be the Subject of any of our Debates, and there- 
fore ought never to be mentioned; but the Miniſters and 
their Adminiſtration may often deſerve our moſt ſevere 
Animadverſions : This DiſtinQion, is not only known it 
this Houſe, but is known to all the People in the King 
dom; and therefore, whatever Surmiſes may be raiſed, 
whether juſt or unjuſt, they can never aſſett his Majelly 
or his Government, becauſe if any Thing has actually 
been done which ought not to be done, every Man mul 


and will never meet with his Approbation. 

With Regard to his Majeſty then, or his Government, 
your Lordſhips have no manner of Reaſon to be under 
«ny Concern about the Conſequences of this Bill, or to 
alter or add any Words for preventing any Conſequences 


it can, be attended with. As to the Miniſters Admini- 
| | ſtrat ion, 
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ſtration, indeed, I do not know but this Bill may occa- 
ſon ſome Surmiſes that may affect them, and it is im- 

ſible to prevent ſuch ; for the very bringing in of this 
Bill, will certainly give Ground to ſuppoſe that ſo 
irregular Uſe has lately been made of the Troops wit 
reſpet to Elections. I ſhall agree with the noble Lords 
of the other'Side of the Queſtion in this, that it is the 
zeneral Opinion that ſuch Bills are ſeldom brought in, 
but for remedying ſome Grievance that has been felt; 
nay, I'll go farther, I believe there is a great deal of 
Reaſon for ſuch an Opinion ; for it is very well known, 
that when any Bill is offered for preventing a Grievance, 
one of the moſt powerful Arguments made Uſe of againſt 
it by a certain Sort of Men, who always oppoſe ſuch 
Bills, is, that ſuch a Grievance was never yet com- 
plained of, therefore why ſhould you apprehend it, or 
make any Proviſion againſt it? And this Argument is 
generally found to be of ſuch Weight, that People ſeldom 
venture to bring in or propoſe any Bill for preventing a 
Grievance, *till after it has been ſeverely felt, and gene- 
rally as well as loudly complain'd of. As this is gene- 
rally the Caſe, I do not now ſee how it is poſſible to pre- 
vent ſuch Surmiſes againſt the Ad miniſtration; and what 
is now propoſed to be inſerted by the noble Duke will, I 
am afraid, add Credit to ſuch Surmiſes ; for the Words 
he propoſes to inſert will certainly be taken by the Ge- 
nerality of People without Doors as inſerted by the Mi- 
nifters, by Way of Vindication, and I remember an old 
Kying, which upon this Occaſion I muſt beg Leave to 
repeat 3 Neſcio quid mali ſecum fert Expurgatio. 

For this Reaſon, my Lerds, the Words propoſed to be 
inſerted can, in my Opinion, no Way contribute to the 
Vindication of the Miniſtry; and as they ſeem to im- 
ply a Compliment, not to his Majeſty's Government, 
but to the Miniſter's Adminiſtration, I think it below 
the Dignity of this Houſe to paſs any ſuch Compliments, 
| think it inconſiſtent with the Honour of this Houſe, to 
pals any ſuch Compliment when we do not know whe- 
ther it be true or not; for as we have made no Enquiry, 
4 not the leaſt Proof has been laid before us, we cannot, 
is Members of this Houſe, declare that it has been the 
Practice to cauſe the Soldiers quarter'd in any Place, 
appointed for electing Members to ſerve in Parliament, 
1 remove out of the ſame during the Time of Election. 

iy, Iam ſure we cannot with any Juſtice ſay it has 
been the conſtant Practice, becauſe it has been lately 
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thought neceſſary for making it effeQual ? Theſe ar 


affirmed in this Houſe by Perſons of great Authority, 
and not contradifted, that it has not been the confſlant 
Practice; and therefore I hope even the noble Duke hin. 
ſelf will agree to leave the Word conftant out of th 
Amendment he propoſes. - 
But now, my Lords, I come to the Words propoſed th 
be left out, and there, indeed, we have Reaſon to appre. 
nend Surmiſes, Surmiſes of the moſt terrible Nature, 
becauſe they will not only affect the Adminiſtration but 
the Honour of this Houſe ; when the People hear that: 
Bill was brought in by the learned Judges, for tranſit: 
ting ſafely to our Poſterity thoſe Rights and Privilege 
we received from our Anceſtors, by preventing the ln 
fluence of Officers and Soldiers in our Elections; ut 
when they hear that we firſt ſtruck out the Clauſe for 
ſubjecting Officers and Soldiers to a Trial at Common- 
Law, and then ſtruck out thoſe ſacred Words in the Pr. 
amble, will they not naturally ſurmiſe, that we firuck 
that Clauſe out of the Bill, and thoſe Words out of the 
Preamble, on Purpoſe that thoſe Rights and Privilege 
which we receiv'd from our Anceſtors, might not be 
tranſmitted ſafely to our Poſterity ? Will it not be fur 
miſed, that the Neceſſity for ſuch a Bill was evident, but 
that, notwithflanding the paſſing of ſome Sort of Bill 
a Majority of this Houſe had taken Care to leave out il 
thoſe Words and Clauſes, which the learned Judges hi 


Surmiſes, my Lords, we ought highly to regard; ut 
cenfidering the ſolemn Manner in which the Bill ws 
brought in, confidering the Character of thoſe who pre 
pared it, confidering the Importance of the Affair it 
relates to, we have great Reaſon to apprehend that ther 
will be ſuch Surmiſes. 

The inſerting of theſe Words at the End of the Pre 
amble, ſhews the Care and Concern the learned Judge 
have for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, and loc 
fomething like the Invocations which, upon all Oc 
ſions, the ancient Heathens made Uſe of towards thell 
Gods ; ſo that there really ſeems to be ſomething ſacred 
in them; and I cannot but look upon it as a Sort of De 
votion, when I argue againſt turning ſuch ſacred Wort 
out of the Preamble of this Bill: Theſe Words are 
Way inconſiſtent with the Compliment propoſed to be 
inſerted ; ſo that if your Lordſhips ſhould agree to mil 
this Compliment, you may nevertheleſs leave the abt 


Words flanding as they are: I cannot really form to 1 
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ſelf the leaſt Reaſon for expunging them, unleſs it be to 
ſuppoſe, that you are afraid of giving the People too 
high a Notion of their Rights and Privileges, and too 
warm an Affection for them, which is an Apprehenſion I 


im ſure none of your Lordſhips can entertain; and 


7 


therefore I hope the noble Duke will either drop his 
Motion wholly, or at leaſt the firſt Part of it : But if he 
inſiſts upon the whole, it ought certainly to be ſeparated, 
becauſe ſome Lords may be for inſerting the Words pro- 
poſed to be inſerted, and againſt leaving out the Words 
propoſed to be left out; and other Lords may, perhaps, 
be of a quite contrary Opinion. 


To this it was reply'd in Subſtance : 


My Lords, 

Hate ver there may be in that DiſtinQion between 

his Majeſty's Government and the Adminiſtra- 

tion of his Miniſters, however well it may be under- 
flood in this Houſe, I am afraid is not ſo generally under- 
ſood without Doors; and therefore I hope your Lord- 
ſhips will all agree with me in this, that it can be of no 
service to his Majeſty or to his Government, to raiſe 
groundleſs and falſe Surmiſes againſt the Adminiſtration 
A his Miniſters : And as it cannot be ſaid, as there can- 
not be the leaſt Pretence for ſaying, that ever any Elec- 
tion was over-awed by the regular Troops ; therefore I 
think it is abſolutely neceſſary to inſert in ſuch a Bill as 
this, fome Words for preventing any ſuch Surmiſe; and 
I muſt think, that no Words can be invented more proper 
for that. Purpoſe than thoſe that have been propoſed. 
There may, perhaps, have been one, or a very few Jate 
Inſtances, where the Troops did not remove from the 
Place of Election as uſual ; but if that Affair were en- 
quired into, it would, I believe, appear, there were 
very ſufficient Reaſons for their not removing; ſuch 
Reaſons as, I believe, would convince every Lord of this 
Houſe, that it would be of the moſt dangerous Conſe- 
quence to paſs this Bill in the Shape in which it was 
brought in. However, to avoid any Diſpute in this 
Particular, your Lordſhips may leave the Word conſtaxt 
cut of the Amendment that has been offer'd, and then, 
I hope, that Part of the Amendment will be unanimouſ- 
ly agreed to; for to declare the Truth upon any Occa- 
lion, I can never take to be what is properly called a 
Compliment, nor can 1 take ſuch a Declaration to be 
; Nn 2 below 
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below the Dignity of this Houſe, eſpecially when ne. 
ceſſary for preventing unjuſt Surmiſes, which, it muſt 2 
leaſt be granted, could be of no great Service to his M.. 
jeſty or his Government. * 

As to the Words Ts to be left out, I take it to he 
a general Rule, that no ſuperfluous and unneceſſary 
Words ought to be inſerted in any Bill; for the ſhorter 
any Law is, it is certainly the better, provided the Mean- 
ing and Intention of the Law be fully and clearly ex. 
preſſed; any ſuperfluous and unneceſſary Words, inferted 
either in the Preamble or in any of its Clauſes, ferve 
only to confound the true Meaning and Intention of the 
Law, and to raiſe Doubts and Difficulties when it comes 
afterwards to be applied to any particular Caſe that may 
occur. Of this Nature T take thoſe Words to be which 
are now propoſed to be left out, I look upon them as alto. 
gether unneſſary and ſuperfluous ; for the End and Inter 
tion of the Bill appears fully and clearly in every Chaufc 
of it, and therefore it is very unneceſſary to declare in 
the Preamble for what End it was propoſed or paſſed: 
This I take to be the true and the only Reaſon for moving 
to have thoſe Words left out; and the Reaſon is ſo firang 
and ſo obvious, that I think it impoſlible the leaving 
them out ſhould occafion any unjuſt Reflections againſt 
the Adminiſtration, or againſt the Honour of this Houſe; 
and as the Reaſon for inſerting the other Words, is u 
evident as the Reaſon for leaving theſe out, I think there 
is no Occaſion for ſeparating the two Parts of the Que 
ſtion, being convinced, that all thoſe who are againſt the 
one Part of it, will be againft the whole ; as on the 
contrary, all thoſe who are for any one Part, will be for 
the whole as it now ſtands. 2 | | 

After this, it being agreed to leave the Word conftart 
out of the Amendment, the Queſtion was put upon the 
Amendment fo amended, which, upon a Diviſion, wit 
carry'd in the Affirmative, by 64 to 28. 

The Motion for this Amendment was made by the 
Duke of ie, and ſapported by the Earls d 
Ch ey and fle. The Speakers againſt it 
were, the Earls off. rd, A * and. = 
and the Lords B53 — ſt and t. 


Next Day the Lord D r reported from the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe the Amendments made b) 
them to the ſaid Bill, and the ſame being read by the 
Clerk, the Earl of A——— 4 moved for recommitrlt 
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WH the Bill, upon which the Queſtion was put, but upon a 
WH Diviſion it was carried in the Negative, by 61 to 33. 


Then the firſt Amendment being read a ſecond Time, 

' which was to leave out. the latter Part of the Preamble, 
and to ſubſtitute Words inſtead thereof, reciting, That 
a © it hath been the Uſage and Practice, to cauſe any Num- 
„ber of Soldiers, quartered in any Place appointed for 

© electing Members to ſerve in Parliament, to remove 


| © out. of the ſame during the Time of EleQion,* as be- 
a ſore · mentioned. 

| Which being objedted to, after ſome new Debate, the 
; Queſtion was put, Whether to agree with the Comittee 
in the ſaid Amendments ? 

It was reſolved in the Affirmative, Content 61, Not 
lantent 33. * 

5 Dijſentient® 

. 1. Becauſe we conceive theſe Words, To the End theres 


fore that the ſame may be ſafely tranſmitted to Poſterity, and 
for the avoiding any Inconvenience that may ariſe thereunto 
from any Regi ment, Troop or Company, or any Number of 
Soldiers, which ſhall bg quartered or villetted within any 
City, Borough, Town or Place, where any Election of Mem- 
zer or Members to ſerve in Parliament, or of the ſixteen 
Peers to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, 
or of am of them ſhall be appointed to be made, extremely 
proper in a Bill calculated to preſerve to us and our Po- 
ſterity the Enjoyment of our Liberties, by ſecuring the 
Freedom of Ele&ions ; beſides that, in our Opinion, it 
ſeems very extraordinary, to leave out Words that fingly 
imimate our Defire of tranſmitting to Poſterity the Li- 
berties we enjoy ourſel ves. 
| 2, Becauſe we cannot conceive that there was any 
| Weight in the Argument urged for omitting theſe Words, 
viz. That they carried an Imputation, that ſome Facts 
had been committed contrary to the Freedom of Elec- 
dans, which this Bill was to prevent for the future: 
Whereas, in our Opinion, it is ſo much the contrary, 
| that we think the leaving out theſe Words, the natural 
Importance of which carry no Imputation at all, may 
poſſibly be conſtrued as a Conſciouſneſs of ſome irregular 
Uſe made of Troops at Elections, which it might be ap- 
prehended theſe Words might point out, eſpecially ſince 
Reports of that Nature have of late been ſpread, wht : 
3 ther 
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ther well grounded or not we do not take upon ourſelyes' 

to determine | 85 75 25 5 
Denbigh, Clinton, Aer, -. 
Cheſterfield, Berkſhire, Bridgwater, 

| Litchfield, Craven, Angleſey, 

Bolton, Huntington, Gower, 
Thanet, Cobham, Foley, | 
Carteret, Bathurſt, Winchelſca ind 
Beaufort, Shaftsbury, Nottinghan, 
R. Lincoln, Boyle, Haverſham. 
Coventry, Mont joy, 


The three next Amend ments were read a ſecond Time, 
and ſeverally agreed to. i | FAR 25 

Then the fifth Amendment was read a ſecond Time, 
being to leave out theſe Words, viz. And every ſuch 
* Regiment, Troop or Company, or other Number of 
* Soldiers as aforeſaid, ſhall, upon the Receipt of ſuch 
Orders, march.“ | N | 

Propoſed to agree with the Committee in the ſaid A- 
mend ments. 5 

Which being objeRed to, after Debate the Queſtion was 
put upon the ſaid Propolition, and it was reſolved in the 
Affirmati ve. 

The next Amendment was read a ſecond Time, and 
agreed to. | X LAGS | 

Then the next Amendment was read a ſecond Time, 
being to leave out the ſecond enacting Clauſe, which was 
to inflict Penalties and Puniſhments on Officers and Sol- 
diers, who ſhould refuſe or negle& to remove out of 
Places at the Time of Elections, and to ſubſtitute Words 
inflicting Puniſhments on the Secretary at War, in caſe 
he neglects to iſſue Orders for ſuch Removal. | 

And it being propoſed to agree with the Committee in 
that Amendment, | 

Aſter ſome new Debate the Queſtion was put there- 
apon, | . 

And it was reſolved in the Aﬀirmative, Content 64. Not 
Content 33. 

Diſſentient® 

x. Becauſe we conceive, that the leaving out this Claufe 
js, in Reality, defeating the Effect and Intention of the 
whole Bill; a Bill thought ſo neceſſary by the whole 
Houſe, that the learned Judges were unanimouſly ordered 
» prepare and bring it in, in lieu of a Clauſe to the ſame 
7 . - Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, offered to be inſerted in the annual Act to pre- 
gent Mutiny and Deſertion. 

2. Becauſe we think it much more neceſſary, that Offi- 
cers and Soldiers ſhould be ſubje& to be tried by the Civil 
Power for an Offence of this high Nature, againſt the 
Conſtitution in general, than for quartering a Man con- 
trary to the Method preſcribed by the Act to prevent 
Mutiny and Deſertion; for which Crime they are at 
preſent liable to be tried and caſhiered by the Civil Ma- 
iſtrate. 5 
F z. Becauſe we conceive, that this Offence being an Of- 
ſence of the higheſt Nature againſt the Civil Government, 
is properly cognizable by the Civil Magiſtrate only, and 
moſt improperly reſerved to the Determination of a Court 
Martial. Offences againſt Military Diſcipline are juſtly 
reſerved for the Decifion of a Court Martial, as conſiſting 
of Perſons of the ſame Profeſſion, and conſequently the 
propereſt Judges; and, by a Parity of Reaſoning, we 
conceive the Civil Magiſtrate the fitteſt Judge of Civil 
Offences. We cannot therefore but fear, that a Court 
Martial may conſiſt of Perſons who may be at leaſt ig- 
norant, and poſſibly, haſty and partial Judges of the Me- 
rits of an Election. | 

4. Becauſe the Intention of the Bill being to prevent 
any Inſults from Troops during the Time of Elections, 
we ſhould provide againſt all poſſible Dangers z and tho” 
during his Majeſty's Reign, we apprehend no ill Uſe 
will be made of the Troops; yet, in future Time, Mi- 
niſters may prevail, whoſe unpopular and deteſted Admini- 
ration may leave them no Hopes of Security from a free- 
elected Parliament, and reduce them to the violent and il- 
legal Method of employing thoſe Troops, kept up by the 
Corruption of one Parliament, in the forcible Election or ra- 
ther Nomination of another : In which Caſe no Remedy 
can be hoped for againſt Officers ſo offending, fince, as the 
Act now ſtands, they can only be tried by a Court Mar- 
tial, and a Court Martial can only be appointed by the 
Crown; and conſequently the ſame wicked Miniſter, whe 
may hereafter adviſe ſuch an Attempt upon our Conſtitu- 
tion, will not be likely to permit his guilty Agents to 
ſuffer, but the Merits of their Crime will carry Impu- 
nity along with it. 

5. Becauſe we cannot conceive that the Arguments 


drawn from a Poſſibility of a Riot at an Election, or of a 


Rebellion or Invaſion during the Time of Election, 
wherein the Aſſiſtance of Military Power may be 1 0 
ary, 
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ſary, were in any Degree ſufficient to induce the Hog 
to leave out this Clauſe; fince, in the Caſe of a Rig 
the Civil Magiſtrate is already armed with a riguroug pe 
nal Law, known by the Name of the Riot- Ad; and in 
the Caſe of a Rebellion or Invaſion, it is well known, thy 
this and all other Laws would be filent, But, on the 
other Hand, we apprehend other Inconveniencies my 
ariſe, if Troops have Liberty to march into Towns du. 
ring the Time of Elections, at the Requiſition of a py. 
tial and corrupted Civil Magiſtrate, who may call a M.. 
jority he diſlikes a Tumult, and ſupply with Force, the 

ant of Intereſt of an unknown and unqualified Candi. 
date; by which Means the Voice of the People may he 
drowned in the Noiſe of Arms. 

6. Becauſe we apprehend, that a very injurious and 
dangerous Conſtruction may, by maligious People, (ta 
ſpeciouſly) be put upon the leaving out of this Clauk, 

at altho* the Unpopularity of rejefting the Bill itſelf 
could not be withſtood, yet the eluding and enervating 
the Efficacy of it had been directly brought about: Which 
Suppoſition, however groundleſs, may give great Uneaf 
neſs and Apprehenſion to many of his Majeſty's good 
Subjects, and may bring very great Unpopularity upon 
the Adminiſtration. An Evil! by all poffible Means to 
be prevented; fince Hate begets Hate, and an Admini- 
ſtration become unpopular, will ſoon become deſperate, 
and may endeavour to ſtrengthen the crazy and rotten 
Foundation, by tearing away, for their own Uſe, the cur. 
ner Stones of the Liberty of the People. 

Ehefterfield, Bridgwater, Beaufort, 


Clinton, Bolton, Bathurſt, 
Ker, Craven, R. Lincoln, 
Denbigh, Thanet, Shaftsbury, 


Coventry, Huntirgton, Boyle, 
Mont joy, Carteret, Winchelſea, 
Litchfield, * Cobham, Haver ſham. 
Berk{hire, 


We differ for the above-mentioned Reaſons, except tht 
third. | 
Angleſey, Eower, Foley. 


On Friday the 25th of April, the Bill for granting and 
continuing the Duties upon Salt, and upon red and white 
Herrings, for a Term therein mentioned, was read a thits 
Time in the Houſe of Lords, and a Motion being 1 

| 0! 


* 
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10 paſſing the Bill, the Lord ——ů— ſtood up and 
ſpoke to this Effect: | 


My Lords, | 

HO the Arguments againſt this Duty, and' againſt 

the deſtrutive Method of raiſing Money, were ſo 
fully lated and explained when this Duty was laſt revi- 
ved, that nothing now can be ſaid upon the Subjett ; 
yet, as there are now ſeveral Lords in this Houſe who 
were not here at that Time, I muſt beg Leave to repeat 
one of the Arguments then made Uſe of, and which is, 
I think, now flronger in ſeveral Reſpects than it was at 
that Time. Figures, my Lords, are ſtubborn Things, 
there is no twiſting them into any Shape but that which 
is natural and right; and ſome Facts are ſo evident and 
ſo notoriouſly known that they cannot be denied or con- 
froverted. From theſe, my Lords, it muſt appear to every 
Man who underſtands the common Rules of Addition, 
that the Nation muſt in nine Years pay near 800,000 J. 
for the 500,0007. which by this Bill is to be raiſed for 
the current Service of the preſent Year: For as the Sum 
of 500.000 l. is to be immediately borrowed at an Intereſt 
of 4 per Cent. we muſt pay the Intereſt upon that whole 
Sum, or very near it, for nine Years, which is an addi- 
tional Sum the Nation muſt at laſt pay, amounting to 
near 180, 00 J. Then, my Lords, the Expence of raiſ- 
ing and collecting this Tax for four Years longer, mult 
likewiſe be all paid by the Nation, and this will amount 
to at leaſt 120,00 J. more ; for according to the loweſt 
Computation, the Expence of collecting this Duty has 
always been reckoned at 25,000 J. per Ann. for England, 


and 5000 J. per Ann. for Scotland; this amounts to a 


yearly Sum of 40,0007. which in four Years amounts, as 
i have ſaid, to the Sum of 120,000/. Thus, my Lords, 
irom Figures and Facts it is plain, that for the 502,000 l. 
now to be borrowed, the Nation muſt, in nine Years, 
pay 500,000 1. for Principal, near 180, ooo J. for Intereſt, 
and 120,00 J. for Charges in colleding, being in all 
very near 800,000 J. 

We have heard it, my Lords, ſtrongly inculcated, both 
this Seſſion and laſt, that upon the preſent Emergency we 
ought to endeavour to give foreign Powers great Ideas of 
the Wealth and the Strength of this Nation, and of our 
Readineſs to engage in the War, in Caſe we ſhould at 
ay Time hereafter find it neceſſary ſo to do. This, we 
bare been told, would oblige them to ſet Bounds to their 
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ambitious Views, and give Ear to thoſe reaſonable Terms 
of Peace which his Majeſty was to propoſe : But when 
it is ſpread abroad, that now in a Time of Peace, in , 
Time of profound Tranquility, we are borrowing Maney 
at the Rate of Go per Cent. for the current Service of the 
Vear, will any Power on Earth imagine that we haye 
any Wealth or Power left, or that we dare engage in an 
expenſive and dangerous War ? Surely, my Lords, we 
muſt admit, that there is ſome Sort of Parallel between 
the Circumſtances of a Nation, and thoſe of a private 
Man; and I ſubmit it to your Lordſhips, if you would 
not look upon a Man in private Life as a Bankrupt, if 
he ſhould attempt to borrow Money at a Premium of 
Go per Cent. Therefore I muſt conclude, that the Powers 
now engaged in War will, from the very Caſe now, be- 
fore us, Jook upon this Natjon as Bankrupt, and will 
reckon us as fit for engaging in a heavy War, as a Bank- 
rupt in private Life would be for commencing an ex- 
penſive Law-Suit: And whether ſuch an Opinion can con- 
tribute towards obliging the Powers engaged in War to 
ſet Bounds to any. of their ambitious Views, or to give 
Ear to the reaſonable Terms of Peace of which his Ma. 
jeſty is to propoſe, I leave to your Lordſhips to judge? 

To this no Anſwer was made,. but the Queſtion called 
for, which being accordingly put, was carried in the Af- 
firmative without a Diviſion. 


- Ircmediately after this Bill was paſſed, the Bill for 
enabling his Majeily to apply the Sum of one Million 


out of the Sinking Fund, for the Service of the Yer 
1725, wes (according to Order) read a third Time, and 
a Motion made for its being paſſed, which being oppo- 
fed, there enſued a long Debate, in which the Argu- 
ments againſt the Bill were to this Effect. 


My Laras, q 

IAVE often heard it made Uſe of in this Houſe, 
1 as an Argument for our agreeing to what was 
then before us, that it would ſtrengthen his Majeſty's 
lands, and add to the Credit and Eſteem of the Nation 
emong Foreigners. This, my Lords, is an Argument 
that, when properly applied, will always have geit 
Weight with me, and I think it never was, nor cet 
can be more proxeriv applied, than againſt our agreeing 
to paſs this Eill. Hitherto, or at leaſt till within this 


Year or two, the Credit and the publick Faith of this 
Nation have always been in great Eltcem among Fo- 


reigners, becauſe they ſuw we had not only a Power 10 
1 | 5 
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y off honourably all the Debts we contracted during 
the laſt heavy War, but that we had the Wiſdom and the 
Will to do ſo; and had actually ſet apart a conſiderable 
and a growing Fund for that honeſt Purpoſe : This our 
Friends obſerved with Pleaſure, becauſe from hence they 
took us to be in a flouriſhing Condition, and expected we 
would ſoon be free of all former Debts, and conſequently 
would ſoon be in a Condition of giving them the ſame 
powerful Aſſiſtance we had given them in the laſt War, 
in Caſe they ſhould at any Time be unjuſtly attacked.: 
This our Enemies looked on with Envy, with Dread, 
and with Awe, becauſe they law we were in a Condi- 
tion to revenge any Inſults they ſhould offer, and to give 
a Check to their ambitious Projects: But the Bill we 
have juſt now paſſed, and the Bill now before us, will 
quite change the Scene: To ſee us in the Time of a 
profound Peace, not only continuing but mortgiging one 
of the heavieſt and moſt dangerous Taxes under which 
our People groan ; to ſee us laying violent Hands upon 
that ſacred Fund which has been ſet apart for the Pay- 
ment of our Debts, which ſtands actually mortgaged to 
the publick Creditors, will make the whole World be- 
lie ve that the Nation is reduced to the loweſt Ebb: This 
will of courſe transfer the Pleaſure from our Friends to 
our Enemies: The former may, perhaps, pity and be- 
moan, but the latter will moſt heartily deſpiſe and 
contemn. 

My Lords, when the Sinking Fund firſt began to be 
nibbled at, I was afraid of the Conſequence, and I fore- 
told what has now come to paſs. I foretold, that the next 
Step would be to apply the Whole to the current Ser- 
vice of the Year, and I am afraid there are ſome amongſt 
us who already begin to think of making it a Building 
Inſtead of a Sinking Fund; I am afraid there are ſome 
who have already formed a Project of making it a Fund 
for contracting new Debts, inſtead of being a Fund for 
paying off the old; and this I am the more afraid of, 
becauſe of the new Dofrine we have heard advanced in 
this Houſe, That the publick Creditors have no Manner 
of Right in the Sinking Fund, That they have no Titie 
or Right to demand any Thing of the Government but 
the regular Payment of their Intereſt, This, my Lords, 
was to me a Doctrine entirely new, a Doctrine which 
gave me the utmoſt Concern, becauſe J looked on it as 4 
Prelude towards the mortgaging of that ſicred Fund for 
bringing a new Debt upon this Nation; and the Apple 
tion which is to be made of that. Fund by the Bill 
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now before us, I look on as a paving of the Way for that 
pernicious Project; ſo that what I am this Day to ſay 
upon this Subject, I ſhall fay by way of tiking my 
Leave of that ſacred Fund for ever, unleſs your Lord- 
Thips Wiſdom and Prudence, or ſome very unexpetted 
Accident, gives me a moſt agreeable Diſappointment. 
But i hope your. Lordſhips will now take this Doc- 
erine into your Conlideration, and will this Day diſmiſz 
it with that Contempt it deſer ves, in order to prevent 
the pernicious Conſequences with which it is fraught, 
For my own Part, my Lords, I have always Jooked upon 
Bills, upon which any Sums of Money have been bor- 
rowed, as Contracts between the publick and the private 
Perſons who lent their Money upon the Credit of ſuch 
Bills; and when conſidered as ſuch, it is certain, all the 
Clauſes and Conditions of them ought to be moſt reli- 
giouſly obſerved and moſt punQually fulfilled. In this 
Light let us conſider the Sinking Fund ; The Taxes from 
which that Fund aroſe were all at firſt mortgaged to the 
Creditors of the Publick, every Shilling ariſing from 
ſuch Taxes were, by the expreſs Words of the Bills by 
which thoſe Taxes were hirſt eſtabliſhed, mortgaged for 
Payment of the Principal and Intereſt, or at leaſt the In. 
tereſt of what Money was lent upon them; the Laws 
by which thoſe Mortgages were are ſtill ſubſiſting, they 
fland as yet unrepealed, they cannot be repealed but by 
the Conſent of thoſe who lent their Money upon them, 
or by the Conſent of thoſe Perſons who now ftand in the 
Place of the firſt Lenders; and while theſe Laws ſtand 
unrepealed, while there is a Shilling due upon any df 
the Mortgages thereby eſtabliſhed, it is a Breach of pub- 
lick Faith to apply any Part of the Produce of thoſe 
Taxes to another Uſe, without Conſent of thoſe who 
have now a Right to the Mortgage. I do not know, in- 
deed, but in this Caſe the tacit Conſent of the public 
(Creditors may be thought ſufficient z but this is not 
the only Confideration ; we ought to conſider what is the 
Intereſt of the Nation in general, and every Man who 
conſiders the general Intereſt, muſt conclude, that tbe 
tooner we pay off our publick Debts, the leſs they will 
coſt us in the End, the leſs Intereſt we ſhall pay for 
them, and the ſooner it will be in our Power to free the 
People from ſome of thoſe Taxes under which they nov 
to heavily groan. f 
I have already ſhewed, my Lords, what a Prejudice 
the Bill new before us may be to the Credit and ne 
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of the Nation abroad ; and as I look upon it as ſome Sort 
of Incroachment upon that National Faith which is 
engaged to the Creditors of the Publick by ſo many ſo- 
lema Ads of Parliament, I muſt think it will do a 
great Injury to our publick Credit at Home, among all 
Men who ſeriouſly refle& and conſider the Conſequences 
of Things: Theſe are fatal Conſequences, but theſe, my 
Lords, are not the moſt fatal! The diverting of this ſa- 
cred Fund, and applying it to-the current Service of this 
Year, is, in my Opinion, one of the greateſt Injuries 
that can be done to his Majeſty and his Family: To ap- 
ply this Fund to current Services, in order to prevent 
the People's being ſenſible of any new Expence that has 
been brought upon them, and to enable the Miniſters to 
ovide for that Expence which their Meaſures have 
made neceſſary, without laying any new Tax upon the 
People, may perhaps be a good temporary Exped ient for 
an Adminiſtration ; it may give a Miniſter an Opporty- 
ty to vaunt, that he has relieved the Landed Intereft, 
that he has charged them with but one or two Shillings 
in the Peund, and by this he may put off the evil Day 
for the Time of his Adminiſtration : But this, my Lords, 
is ruining his Maſter, it is an undermjning of the Go- 
vernment : Adminiſtrations are fleeting Things, Mini- 
lers are always changing, a mean temporary Expedient 
may do for a Miniſter who has no View heyond the 
Term of his own Adminiſtration ; but his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment is permanent, I hope it will endure in him 
and his Family for ever; and to make Uſe of any little 
temporary Expedient, which may in the End greatly 
endanger or diftreſs his Majeſty's Government, or the 
Government of any of his Family, is a moſt imprudent 
Step; at preſent, my Lords, I ſhall call it by no worſe 
a Name. The Bill now before us I muſt look on as ſuch 
an Expedient; it is nothing but a temporary Expedient 
for concealing from the People the Expence which the 
Nation is to be put to for this enſuing Year: In a few 
Years the People, who are now eaſeg by this Expedient, 
will all be gone, in a ſhort Time few or none of thera 
will be alive, to expreſs their Grat itude for the Eaſe 
they now meet with; and as the Eaſe given to the 
preſent Generation will tall with double Weight upon 
Poſterity 3 they muſt neceſſarily groan heavily under the 
Burden, they will have Reaſon to complain, they will 
hays Reaſon to murmur, and moſt of them may, from 
| that 
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that only Cauſe, become diſaffected to his Majeſty ay 
bis Family. | | | 

If we have any Reſpet, my Lords, if we have a 
Regard for the illuſtrious Family now upon the Throne 
this Conſideration ought to make us tremble 3 when w 
Hear any ſach Expedient mentioned as that now he. 
fore us: But there is flill another Conſideration which 
ought to have great Weight: If we have a Mind every 
be free of that Load of Debt the Nation at preſent li. 
bours under, particular Care ought to be taken to mike 
a proper Application of the Sinking Fund during all 
Times of Peace; for if this Nation ſhould happen to he 
engaged in a War, we cannot ſuppoſe that the Sinking 
Fund will amount to near ſo much as it does at preſent, 
J am indeed afraid it would, upon ſuck an Emergency, 
almoſt entirely vaniſh z and this ought to be particu 
larly taken Notice of by thoſe who may now perhaps be 
forming Projects for raĩſing new Debts upon the Credit 
of the Sinking Fund. The true Nature of this Fund is 
very little underſtood by thoſe who imagine, that it hu 
been all got from the Diminution of the Intereſt pay. 
able to the Creditors of the Publick. It is very wel 
known, that by the Diminution of Intereſt in the Year 
1717 and 1727, we got in the Whole but 697,000. 
annual Income, and out of this Sum we ought to dedutt 
the annual Sum of 100,000 J. ſince added to the Civil 
Liſi, we ought to dedutt the Salt Duty, which has been 
Jately taken from the Sinking Fund, and made a Fund 
for contracting a new Debt, and we ought to make many 
other Deductions I. could name, all which added toge- 
ther amount to the yearly Sum of above 690,000 l. ſo 
that properly ſpeaking it is but a moſt inconſiderable 
Part of the preſent Sinking Fund that can be faid t 
ariſe from the Diminution of Intereſt payable to tht 
Creditors of the Publick. 

The real and the chief Foundation of our preſent Sink: 
ing Fund is to be looked for, my Lords, in a very dit 
ſerent Article; the greateſt Part of it ariſes from tht 
Increaſe of our Taxes above what they produced it 
Time of War, The Produce of thoſe Taxes, which wet 
impoſed for Payment of any Money raiſed during tht 
War, was computed according to what they brought ln 
yearly at that Time; but now in Time of Peace, evel) 
one of thoſe Taxes produces a great deal more yea! 
than it did at that Time, and it is from this Incresſe 
that the greatel Part of our preſent Sinking Fund _ 
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wiſes, This will appear evident from comparing the 
Produce of our Cuſtoms and Exciſe now in Time of 
peace, with what they produced in Time of War. In 
ten Years of Peace, at leaſt a Sort of Peace, from Chrift- 
ms 1722, to Chriſtmas 1732, the Cuſtoms produced, up- 
on an annual Medium, 1,603,805 J. whereas in the laſt 
ten Years of the War they produced, upon an annual 
Medium, but 1,260,732 1. the Difference of which is 
143,073 J. yearly Produce more in Time of®Peace than 
it was in Time of War; but there having been an Al- 
teration made fince the Year 1712, and before the Year 
1722; in relation to the Drawbacks of the old Subſidy, 
and in relation to the Duties on Coffee, Tea, Chocolate 
and Brandies, which, fince the Vear 1712, and before 
the Year 1722, were taken from the Cuſtoms and turned 
into. Exciſe, the Produce of both theſe Articles, which 
ve may reckon at leaſt at 200,000]. annually, ought to 
be added to the annual Produce of the Cuſtoms for the 
ten Years, from Chriſtmas 1722 to Chriſtmas 1732, or it 
ought to be deduted from the annual Produce of the 


*Cuſtoms in the laſt ten Years of the War; in either of 


which Caſes it will make the Difference between them 
$43,073 1. yearly Increaſe in the Eranch of our Cuſtoms 
only, Then, my Lords, with reſpect to the Exciſe, we 
mall find, that the Exciſe on Beer and low Wines (with- 
out including that on Coffee, Tea, Chocolate and Bran- 
dies) for three Years, from Midſummer 1729 to Mid/um- 
ner 1732, at an annual Medium, amounted to 1.239.902 J. 
and the ſame Exciſe in three Vears of the War, from 
Midſummer 1709 to Midſummer 1712 (being the only 
three Vears after the additional Third) was, at an an- 
nual Medium, but 897,662 1. the Difference between 
which two Produces is 341,2401. yearly Produce more 
in Time of Peace than it was in Time of War; and 
theſe two yearly Increaſes amount to the Sum of 
384,313 /. which comes all in yearly to our Sinking 
Fund, by the Increaſe of our Taxes now in Time of 
Peace, more than they produced in the Time of War: 
"Tis true it may be ſaid, that the Duties upon Coffee, 
Tea, Chocolate and Brandies, have likewiſe greatly in- 
creaſed, and therefore the whole Sum of 200,000 1. ought 
not to be deducted from the 1.260,732 J. Jet us then 
deduct a proportional Sum, which is 157,224 J. the Pro- 
duce of the Culloms in Time of War will then appear 
to have been, at a Medium, 1,103,508 J. but then the 
reaſe of the Duties upon Coffce, Tea, Chocolate and 
Brand ies, 
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Brandies, or the Difference between 200,000 J. aid 
167224 J. which is 42,776 1. muſt be added to the pro- 
duce of the Cuftotns in Time of Peace, in which Cas 
the Whole will amount to 1, 646, 5 1 J. fo that the Die 
fence comes out to be the ſam. | 
1 hope your Lordſhips will excuſe me for making yp 
of ſo many Calculations z for the Affair now before ut 
is of ſuch Importance, that it deferves the moſt ferious 
the moſt minute Conſideration, Figures, my Lord, 
cannot err, and by them it evidently appears that nen 
900,000 J. of out prefent Sinking Fund arifes annilly 
trom the Increafe of our Cuſtoms and Excifes : Can we 
fuppoſe that fuch an Increafe would continue, if thit 
Na ion ſhould be involved in War? Are not we rather 
to ſuppoſe, that both would ſuddenly decreaſe, ant 
would in a ſhort Time come to the fame, or very ner 
the fame Standard they were at during the laſt War ? lu 
fuch a Cafe, could we hope to difcharge any great Part 
of our Debts yearly, by Means of our Sinking Fund? 
Could we hope to contract new Debts, or to ſupport 
heavy and expenfive War upon the Credit of ſuch t 
Fund? Thoſe who are juſt finking and ready to periſh, 
may catch hold of any Twig, may build their Hopes 
upon any Chimeras; but I hope this Nation is not yet 
reduced to ſuch a Condition as to truſt to a Twig, 
which muſt fink as ſoon as we catch hold of it, I hope 
we wilt never plice our Security in any Thing but what 
Has a ſolid and a laſting Foundation; and a ſolid and 
laſting Foundation we can find no where, but in the real 
Wealth and hearty Affections of our People: While the 
People are loaded with Debts they cannot be faid to 
| have real Wealth; while they are over-burdened with 
Taxes we cannot expect their hearty AﬀeCtions; and a 
nothing can be ſo effetual for clearing them of their 
Debts, or relieving them from their Taxes, and fot 
ining their Affections, as a moſt religious Application 
f the Sinking Fund to the Uſes for which it was origi- 
nally intended, 1 muſt therefore be againſt the Milap 
plication propoſed by the Bill now before us. 


To this it was anfwered in Subſtance as follows: 


My Lords, 

T is to me really furprizing to hear ſome noble Lords 
J declaring the great Concern they have for the Credit 
ot this Nation abroad, and at the fame Time, 2 
Cv | | 4 
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fame Breath, doing all they can to leſſen the Credit and 
the Elleem of this Nation among Foreigners, by endea- 
\ youring to eſtabliſh it as a Maxim, that even the Par- 
liament cannot diſpoſe of the Sinking Fund to any Uſe 
but that of paving off ſome Part of our Debts, contract- 
ed before the Year 1716; for if it were fo, it is certain no 
foreign Power would. have ſuch a high Notion of the 
Power and the Strength of this Nation as they would na- 
turally have, if they knew that we had a Million Ster- 
ling coming in yearly, without laying any one Tax upon 
our People, which we might, as we thought fit, apply, 
either to the paying off ſome of our old Debts, or to- 
wards raiſing Forces for our own Deſence, or for aſſiſting 
our Friends, or puniſhing our Enemics. I muſt there- 
fore think that every Man, who has a true-Regard for 
the Credit of this Nation among Foreigners, will, when 
he conſiders the Aﬀair thoroughly, endeavour to. eſtabliſh 
the contrary Maxim; and 1 hope this Houſe will, by paſ- 
fing this Bill now before us, endeavour to convince all 
Foreigners, that we have a Power, when we think it 
neceffary, to apply the Revenue of the Sinking Fund 
towards their Affiſtance or Correction. When Foreigners 
conſider what great Expence we have been at this Year 
in augmenting our Forces both by Sea and Land, and 
that notwithſtanding ſuch an Expence we have laid but 
two Shillings in the Pound upon our Land, I am ſure it 
will give them a greater Opinion of the Wealth and the 
Fower of this Nation, and will contribute much more 
towards our Credit among them, than the paying off a 
Million of our Debt could poſſibly have done: They 
will confider, that we may continue the ſame Forces as 
long as we have a Mind, without raiſing any new Taxes 
upon the People, and that whenevet we find it neceſſary 
we may make very conſiderable Additions, by only in- 
creaſing our Land Tax to what is uſually paid in Time 
of War; and therefore we muſt conclude, that the Me- 
thods taken this Year for raiſing Money for the current 
Services, are the moſt prudent that could have been ta- 
ken for eſtabliſhing the Credit and Eſteem of this Nation 
abroad 3 and that they are no way inconſiſtent with any 
Obligation we are under to the Creditors of the Pub- 
lick, I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate. | 
p Even ſuppoſing, my Lords, the publick Creditors bad 
it a Right to in ſiſt upon it, that the Sinking Fund ſhould 
e never be applied to any Thing but the paying off ſome 
e Part of the Debt due to them, yet it has been admitted 
P Þ that 
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that their tacit Conſent would be ſufficient for giving 


the Parliament a Power to apply it to other neceſſary 


Purpoſes z and as no Objettion has been made by any ef 
the publick Creditors to the Application now propoſed, 
as every one. of them is, I believe, glad to hear of its 
being ſo applied, therefore, from any ſuppoſed Right in 
them no Objection can be made to the Bill now before 
us; * ſo that at preſent it ſeems to be an unneceſſary Dif. 
pute, whether the Creditors have any Right in this Fund 
or no. However, as it may, in my. Opinion, very 
much leſſen our Credit abroad, as it might ſubje@ this 
Nation to very great Inconveniencies, to ſuppoſe that 
even the Parliament could not diſpoſe of the Sinking 
Fund to any other Purpoſe, if the Creditors ſhould think 
fi! to object to that Diſpoſal, I hope your Lordſhips will 
give me Leave to ſtate that Matter in the Light in which 
it appears to me. | 

If the publick Creditors, my Lords, have any Right to 
demand, that the Sinking Fund ſhall never be applied 
to any Uſe but to the paying off ſo much of their Princi- 
pal yearly, that Right muſt ariſe either from the Reaſon 
and Spirit, or from the expreſs Words of thoſe Att of 
Parliament by which the Sinking Fund was firſt created. 
With Reſpect to the Reaſon and Spirit of thoſe Acts of 
Parliament, it muſt be deduced from that Cauſe upon 
which they were principally founded; and it is well 
known, that the Project, which gave Riſe to thoſe Att 
of Parliament, did not proceed from any Terms offered 
by the Creditors : They never ſo much as thought ef 
offering to give up a Part of their yearly Intereſt, in 
order to eſtabliſh a Fund for paying off their Princi- 
pal; but the Foundation of that beneficial Project, and 
the true Cauſe of thoſe Ads of Parliament was this, 
the natural Intereſt of Money had decreaſed ſo much, 
and the Credit of our publick Securities had become fo 
extenſive, that ſome Gentlemen, who had the Good of 
their Country much at Heart, thought it was proper to 
take Advantage of the happy Circumſtances the Nation 
was in at that Time, in order to leſſen the Intereſt pay- 
able to the Creditors of the Publick ; for this Purpoſe. 
they ſounded the Inclinations of ſome of the leading 
Men in the monied Companies, and other rich Men in 
the Kingdom, to ſee if they would lend the Government 
any large Sum of Money at an Intereſt of 5 per Cent. and 
this was no ſooner propoſed than it was agreed to; by 
which it was found, that the Government could . 
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at 5 per Cent. as much Money as would be ſutkcient ro 
pay off all the Debts then redeemable by Parliament, 
which bore an Intereſſ of 6 per Cent. or above: Thus the 
Project was ſoon brought to Maturity, and when the 
Proprietors of thoſe Debts found they were like to be 
paid off, they choſe rather to accept of a leſs Intereſt for 
their Money, than to take their Principal when they did 
not know where to place it out to any Advantage: They 
were ſo far from demanding any Conditions, they were 
ſo far from inſiſting that the Government ſhould lay 
themſelves under any Obligations, that they readily came 
in, and were glad of being allowed to accept of the In- 
tereſt that was offer'd them; and why the Government 
ſhould without being asked, without any Conſideration, 
lay themſelves under a peremptory Obligatian, to apply 
the Savings made by that Reduftion of Intereſt, to the 
paying off the Principal, is what I cannot comprehend, 
is what cannot, I think, be ſuppoſed. 

Now, my Lords, with reſpect to the expreſs Words of 
thoſe Acts of Parliament, by which the Sinking Fund 
was eſtabliſhed, let us examine the Acts themſelves, to 
ſee if we can find in any one of them ſuch Words as can 
poſſibly be underſtood to mean, that the Sinking Fund 
thereby eſtabliſhed ſhould, in all future Times, be invio- 
lably applied to the paying off the publick Debts, with- 
out leaving it in the Power, even of the Parliament it- 
ſelf, ever to apply that Fund to any other Purpoſe, 
The Ads by which the Sinking Fund was firſt eſtabliſhed 
are, The Act for redeeming the Duties and Revenues ſettled 
for paying off the four Lotteries, which is called the General 
Fund Act: The Act for redeeming ſeveral Funds of the Bank 
of England: And the Act for redeeming the yearly Fund of 
the South-Sea Company; which three Acts were all paſſed 
in the third Year of his late Majeſty; and in the Pre- 
amble of every one of them, the Decreaſe of the common 
Intereſt for Money, is expreſly aſſigned as the Cauſe for 
paſſing them, without the leaſt Notice taken of any Co- 
venant between the publick Creditars and the Govern- 
ment, about the future Application of the Sinking Fund 
then eſtabliſhed, which would certainly have been recited 
if there had been any ſuch Thing, or if any ſuch Thing 
bad been intended. The Preamble of the Act for redeem- 
ing the Bank Fund is very remarkable : It re- 
cites, That the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England, in regard that the common Rate of Intereſt for 
Money, is very much leſſened under your Majeſty's mot 
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auſpicious Reign, are willing and ſoon after 
ate theſe remarkable Words $o as they may be 


ſatisfied the faid laſt yearly Sum, till Mid/ummer, 1718, 
incluſively, and fo as the future Payments of the ſaid 
Sum of 88,751 J. 175. 104. 4 may be ſecured to them, 
from the ſaid Feaft-day till the Redemption thereof, and 
ſo as the ſaid yearly Sum be made redeemable upon one 
Year's Notice: -— Here, my Lords, is the Con. 
tract between the Government and the Bank fully recited, 
and not one Word mentioned of a Covenant between the 
the two contracting Parties, about the Application of 
the Sinking Fund: And in this Act, when the Surplus 
or Exceſs occaſtoned by the ReduQion of Intereſt comes 
to be diſpoſed of, it is expreſlay declared and enacted. 
That the Exceſs or Surplus which at any Time ſhall or 
may be produced by the ſeveral Rates, Duties, Reve- 
nues, and Incomes thereby appropriated, ſhall attend the 
Piſpoſition of Parliament, and be applied according to 
Act or Ads of Parliament in that Behalf, and not other- 
wife. By thefe Words, my Lords, this Excefs or 
Surplus is ſo far from being appropriated to the paying 
off our Debts, that it is, in as expreſs Terms as could 
be deviſed, left to the future Diſpoſition of Parliament. 
The Preamble to the South Sea AM, my Lords, is 
much to the ſame Purpoſe ; the Words are — - And 
whereas the ſaid Governor and Company are contented, in 
regard the Rate of Intereſt is very much leſſened, to ac- 
cept, after Midſummer 1718, one Annuity of 500,000. 
being after the Rate of 5 /. per Cent. per Ann. ſor the 
faid ten Millions. Here your Lordſhips likewiſe 
ſce the Reaſon why that Company was contented to ac- 
cept of 5 J. per Cent. Intereſt: It was becaufe the com- 
mon Rate of Intereſt was very much leſſened: This, my 
Lords, is the only Reafon expreſſed, and if there had 
been any other Reaſon it would certainly have been ex- 
preſſed. In like Manner, The Exceſs or Surplus of the 
South-Sea Funds, are by this AR expreſly declared toat- 
tend, ſrom Time to Time, the Diſpoſition of Parliament, 
and to be applied according to Act or Acts of Parliament 
in that Behalf, and not otherwiſe : From which Words it 
is to me as evident as Words can make it, that this Ex. 
ceſs or Surplus was not then defigned to be diſpoſed of 
at any one Time, or to any one particular Uſe, but wi 
to attend the Difpoſition of Parliament — From 
Time to Time. 80 that I am ſure neither the 


Bank nor the South Sea Company can pretend to * 
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from either of theſe two Afts, any Right or Property in 
the Produce of the Sinking Fund. 

The only other Af by which the Sinking Fund was 
efiabliſhed is that I have mention'd, which is called the 
General Fund Act, and in the Preamble of this Act like- 
viſe, the Cauſe or Conſideration for paſing the ſame is 
expreſly mentioned to be, That the Common Rate of In- 
tereſt for Money had been very much lefſen'd ; after 
which, the End and Intention of the Act is likewiſe 
mentioned in theſe Words, —2— Now, to the End 
a ſuſicient Fund may be eſtabliſhed, for Payment of all 
the Annuities which ſhall be payable in Purſuance of 
this Act, it is enacted, Theſe Words I beg 
your Lordſhips would take particular Notice of, becauſe, - 
if there had been any Intention to appropriate the Sink- 
ing Fund, thereby eſtabliſhed, to the Payment of the 
publick Debts, and to no other Uſe whatever, there 
would certainly in this Part of the Ad have been added 
ſome Words to this Effect, — . And likewiſe that 
a ſuſhcient Fund may be eſtabliſhed ior Payment of the 
principal Sums for which thoſe Annuities are to be pay- 
able, it is enated, ——— . From all which I think 
it is evideut, that none of the publick Creditors, whoſe 
Intereſt was at that Time to be reduced, made any Con- 
trait with the Government, or deſired to lay the Govern- 
ment under any Obligation for applying the Produce of 
the Sinking Fund to the Payment of the principal Sums 
due to them, and to no other Purpoſe whatever ; and in 
that Caſe we muſt ſuppoſe that the Clauſe in this laſt 
AQ, by which the Surpluſſes in the three Ads I have 
mentioned, are directed to be applicd to the Diſcharge of 
the National Debts incurred before 1716, in ſuch Man- 
ner and Form as ſhould be direQed and appointed by fu- 
ture Acts of Parliament, was never intended for any 
Thing elſe but as a DireQion for the Commiſſioners of 
the Treaſury, and other Officers of the publick Revenue, 
bow and by what Authority they were to diſpoſe of the 
ſaid Surpluſſes or Exceſſes : It was certainly never in- 
tended as am Implication of any Agreement or Contract 
with the publick Creditors, or as a Law which no future 
Parliament could repeal, alter, or amend, without the 
Conſent of the publick Creditors. 

If then, my Lords, it cannot be Cuppoſed from any 
Thing that paſſed, or any Thing that was enaRed in the 
Year 1716, that the publ ick Creditors, whoſe Intereſt 


vag then reduced, ſlipulated any Appropriation of the 
S Sinking 
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Sinking Fund to the Payment of the principal Money 
due to them, I am ſure the Creditors concern'd in the 
Irredeemables, can much leſs be faid-to have made any 
ſuch Stipulation : For it is certain they were no Way 
colder in the Tranſaftions of that Year ; and as for 
the Tranſactions of the Year 1726, it can as little be 
ſaid that they then ſtipulated any Thing from the 60 
vernment, becauſe that whole Tranſaction was carry 
on between the Government and the South-Sea Company 
and that Company never deſired any Thing more'from 
the Government, but only a Liberty to increaſe their 
Capital Stock, by redeeming, purchaſing, or taking in 
the redeemable Debts and the irredeemable Annuities, 
providing that their Capital Stuck might be increaſed, 
according to the Terms and in the Proportions in the 
Preamble of that Ad mentioned; and that they ſhould 
Have ſuch an Annuity upon their Capital ſo increaſed 
as is therein ſtipulated, all which your Lordſhips may 
ſee in the Preamble of that Act; but in no Part of it, 
nor in any Part of the AR, is there the leaſt Intimation 
of any Covenant or Contract between the Government 
and the Company, that the Surpluſfes or Exceſſes to be 
thereby created, were to be appropriated to the Pay- 
ment of our publick Debts, and to no other Purpoſe, 
*Tis true, the Commons here declare their being deſirous 
to have the publick Debts and Incumbrances leſſened ai 
faſt as may be, with Regard to Juſtice and the publick 
Faith; and I believe every Man who wiſhes well to his 
Country deſires the ſame ; but the Company, who wer 
then the only contracting Party with the Commons, are 
ſo far from making any Stipulation for that Purpoſe, 
that they do not ſo much as declare their being deſirous 
it ſhould be ſo: From all which, my Lords, I think it 
is evident, that none of the publick Creditors have, 
either by the Intention and Spirit, or the expreſs Words 
of the Laws, by which the Sinking Fund was eftabliſh'd 
or increaſed, any Right to demand that the Produce of 
the Sinking Fund ſhall be applied to the paying of 
their Principal: On the contrary, I think it is as cv 
dent as Words can make it, that the Application of that 
Fund is entirely left to the Diſpoſition of Parliament. 
That it ought to be applied to the Diſcharge of the Na- 
tional Debt, contrafted before 1716, is what no Man 
will doubt ; but that the general Intereſt of the Nation 
may require, and that the Parliament may order its 
þcing otherwiſe apply'd, without the Conſent, or _ 
1 | again 
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_—_ the Inclination and Prayer of the publick Credi- 
tors, is what, I believe, will be as little doubted by any 
Man who conſiders its original Inſtitution, 

Another Argument has been made Uſe of againſt this 
Bill, which I muſt confeſs I do not well comprehend : It 
has been ſaid. that it may be of dangerous Conſequence to 
his Majeſty and his Family: If I thought there was the 
Jeaft Ground for ſuch an Argument, it would certainly be 
with me a moſt prevailing one: But when I conſider the 
heavy Load that has for ſo many Years been laid upon 
the landed Intereſt of this Kingdom, I muſt think there 
is nothing more juſt than to take all Methods for giving 
them Relief; and how an Ad of publick Juſtice can be 
of dangerous Conſequence to his preſent Majeſty, or to 
any of his illuſtrious Family, I cannot ' comprehend. 
There was no other Way of raifing the Money propoſed 
to be raiſed by this Bill, but by laying four Shillings 
in the Pound inſtead of two upon Land; and in that 
ICaſe, I am ſure the landed Gentlemen would have com- 
plained, and would have had Reaſon to complain of our 
having loaded them with ſuch a heavy Tax, when we 
hal a Million in our Hand which we might have ap- 
plied towards their Relief. The Nation would have been 
but very little ſenſible of the Relief given them by pay- 
ing off a Million of our Debt ; but the Landed Intereſt 
would have been deeply ſenſible of ſo heavy a Tax, by 
which we muſt of Courſe have raiſed a great many Ene- 
mies to his Majeſty's Government, without procuring 
bim any Friends: Whereas, when Poſterity refle& upon 
the Neceſſity we are now under, and the dangerous Situa- 
tion we are in, they will readily excuſe our not having 
cleared them of a Million of Debt at ſuch a critical 
ConjunRure. | | 

I ſhall readily agree with the noble Lords, that a good 
Part of our Sinking Fund ariſes from the Produce | of 
moſt of our Taxes having greatly increaſed fince the laſt 
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Peace we have enjoy'd, is what I cannot admit ; for I 
am convinced that it ariſes from the Increaſe of our Peo- 
ple, the Increaſe of our Luxury, and the-ſuperior Care 
now taken in colleQing our Taxes, and preventing all 
Manner of Smuggling. Theſe I take to be the chief 
Cauſes of that Increaſe in the Produce of our Taxes, 
vhich has happened fince the laſt War; and in this Opi- 
nion T am confirmed by this Obſervation, that the In- 
Tale has grown up gradually; whereas, if it had been 

| - eccaſioned 


| 
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War; but that this Increaſe is entirely owing to the 
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occaſioned by nothing but the Peace we have enjoy | 
would have grown up all at once; the Increaſe wi 
have been as great, or very near as great, the firſt Yu 
aſter the Peace was eſtabliſhed, as it is at preſent; , 
contrary of which we know by Experience: Noy 
neither of theſe Cauſes can be much affected by any 
but a Civil War, which I hope this Nation will neverh 
engaged in; therefore I hope, and I think I have gm 
Reaſon to hope, that our Sinking Fund will be ue 
near as large in Time of War, as it is now in Time 
Peace. I do not know that any Man ever formed a Py 
jeR, or has ſo much as once had it in his Thoughtst 
mortgage the Sinking Fund, or to raiſe any new Dep 
upon that Credit; but, my Lords, if we were aftulj 
engaged in a War, I ſhould think it a Maxim of the 
moſt dangerous Conſequence to his Majeſty and the Rai 
Family, to load and oppreſs the Subjects with new at 
Heavy Taxes, rather than apply the Sinking Fund, ye 
ly as it ariſes, to the Uſes of the War, inſtead of apply- 
ing it to the paying off the old Debts of the Nation; ul 
for this Reaſon, I cannot think it of any great Service b 
His Majeſly or to his Family, to cndeavour to eſtabliſh i 
& a Doctrine, that the publick Creditors have an inde 
Fealible Right in the Sinking Fund, and that the ſan: 
cannot be applied by Parliameut to any other Uſe with 
out their Conſent. | 
-» But, my Lords, if the publick Creditors had ſuch u 
indefeaſible Right in this Fund, it muſt then be granted 
that it could not be applied by Parliament even to ſie 
reducing of thoſe Taxes which are moſt prejudicial to ii 
Trade, moſt burthenſome on the Manufactures, and wil 
oppreſſive on the Poor of this Nation: And yet I bt 
lately ſeen a Pamphlet hawked about in the Streets, ur 
der the Title of « Proteſt enter'd by ſame noble Lo, 
upon this Houſe's diſagreeing with them in a Motion ir 
our coming to a Reſolution, that the Sinking Fund ſboul 
always be applied to ſuch Purpoſes, and to none ohe. 
How this can conſiſt with the Doctrine now advan 
that this Fund cannot be applied to any Purpoſe but that 
of paying off the Debts of the Nation, contrafted bei 
the Year 1716, I muſt leave to other Lords to explall 
Howe ver, they need not, I think, give themſelves 9 

reat Trouble about getting over this Diſpculty, for! 
5 clearly ſhewn, that there is no Foundation for ſy 

a Doctrine. I have ſhewn, that the Sinking Fund 1 


at firit intended to be left to the Diſpoſition of 2 
2 | 
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ment z that it was chiefly deſigned for paying off the 
Debts of the Nation; but that the Parliament may ap- 
-ply it to other neceſſary Purpoſes, and I think there can 
de no Purpoſe more neceſſary than that of preventing 
dur being under a Neceſſity of loading the landed Inte- 
yeſt with four Skillings in the Pound; therefore I muſt 
think the Bill now before us a moſt rea ſonable Bill, and 
I hope your Lordſhips will order it to paſs. 


To which it was reply'd as follows: 

My Lords, 8 
not know what may be the Way of thinking 
| among ſome People of this Nation, but I am ſure it 
3s the general and the right Way of thinking, to compute 
the Strength and Power of a Nation from that Revenue 
which it may apply towards a War, without running in 
Debt, or load ing the People with heavier Taxes than 
they will patiently ſubmit to pay. A Nation may, on 
ſome extraordinary Emergency, be obliged to run itſelf 
fomething in Debt; but as every Mortgage upon a pri- 
vate Gentleman's Eftate is a Step to the Ruin of his Fa- 
mily, ſo every publick Debt that is contracted, is a 
Step to the Ruin of the Nation ; therefore no Nation, un- 
leſs they are mad, will contract any Debt, as long as 
they can raiſe what is neceſſary for the yearly Expence, 
by ſuch Taxes as they think the People will patiently 
ſubmit to pay 3 and the People of every Country will 
certainly ſubmit patiently to pay any Tax that can be 
laid upon them, if they have a Confidence in their Go- 
vernors, and an Affurance that they will demand no 
Money, but what is neceſſary for the common Safety, 
and that the beſt and the moſt frugal Uſe will be made of 
the Money that ſhall be fo raiſed. This, my Lords, I 
am ſure, is the general Way of thinking among all Fo- 
reigners; and whoever thinks in this Manner, will never 
«mit, that the Revenue which ought to be apply'd to 
the Payment of our Debts, is a Revenue which contri- 
dutes to our Strength and Power. In the laſt War, we 
made many (I believe ſome unneceffary) Steps towards 
our Ruin; every Shilling of the old Debt we pay off, 
it at leaft a Step from our Ruin, and I with Grief and 
dorrow refle&t upon our having wade ſo few, during ſuch 
2 long Term of Peace and Tranquility. But as all or 
mot 'of our Debts bear an Intereſt of 4 per Cent. every 
Miſ:pplication of the Sinking Fund, is not only neglect- 
24 * 
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ing to make a Step from our Ruin, but is likewiſe my. 
king a new Step towards our Ruin, by bringing a ney 
Debt upon the Nation, I mean the growing Intereſt for 
that Money which ought to have been paid off. By the 
very Bill now before us, we bring a new Debt of 40,0001, 
upon the Nation: This Sum, *tis true, in Engl;f Me. 
ney, has but a ſmall Sound, but in French Money it 
makes above 800,000 Livres; and what will a Frenchmen 
think of this Nation, when he hears, that now, in Tine 
of Peace, we have not only negleRed to pay off a large 
Sum of old Debt, but have contracted a new Debt of 
near a Million of their Money? Will he not ay, tht 
we are either mad, or that the People are already fo 
loaded with Taxes, or have ſo little Confidence in their 
Governors, that they will not patiently ſubmit to jay 
any additional Tax? Can this add to the Credit or 
Eſieem of the Nation among Foreigners? Can it contri- 
bute to render any of his Majeſty's Meaſures effeQua]? 

But this, my Lords, is not the only Step we have this 
Day made to our Ruin; we have made another moſt 
terrible Step, we have contracted another new Debt of 
above ten Millions of French Livres, which muſt con. 
firm every Foreigner in his Opinion of the pitiful Cir. 
cumſtances we are reduced to. In order to ſave laying 
another Shilling upon Land, we have this Day made 
ſecond Mortgage upon the only Tax we had to mortgage; 
and therefore I am ſurpriſed to hear it ſo much as inl- 
nuated that we have, or that Foreigners will believe ve 
Have a Tax of 25. in the Pound upon Land, which ve 
may lay on when we pleaſe, and which we may apply 
towards increafing our Forces in Caſe of a War; fo 
whoever conſiders what we have this Day done, mul 

neceſſarily conclude, that we have not at moſt above! 
Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, which we can apply 
towards increaſing our Forces either by Sea or Land; and 
how ſhort that Sum would be of the Expence neceſſary 
for ſupporting a War, every Foreigner, as well as ever) 
one of your Lordſhips, may eaſily judge. 

The tacit Conſent of the Money Companies may, pt 
haps, be ſome Sort of Excuſe for what is propoſed to be 
done by this Bill ; but it is far from being an Authority 
abſolutely ſufficient ; for ſuch an Authority can only be 
obtained from the general Courts of the reſpective Colt 
panies : Such a tacit Conſent as we have at preſent, mi 
flow from the Negligence, perhaps the Fraud, of th 


Managers, which the Proprietors may atteryards . 
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reat Reaſon to complain of; and when they begin to 
make ſuch Complaints againſt their Managers, they will 
then certainly complain loudly againſt thoſe who made a 
Handle of ſuch a tacit Conſent, in Order to take away 
what properly and of Right belonged to them. Nay, 
my Lords, as all Companies and Corporations are ſome- 
thing in the Caſe of Infants, even their expreſs Conſent 
could not juſtify the Application of the Sinking Fund to 
any other Purpoſe, unleſs there were really a Neceſlity 
for ſuch Application; and I am convinced that no ſych 
Neceſſity can be pleaded at preſent ; for, in my Opinion, 
we had no Occafion to be at any extraordinary Expence, 
no more than any other of our Neighbours not engaged 
in the War; and if there had been an apparent Necefiity 
for any ſuch Expence, our People would have agreed to 
raiſe it by Comme new or additional Tax, rather than to 
have had that ſacred Fund diverted from the Uſes for 
which it was originally intended. | 

Thave read, my Lords, in a Pamphlet lately hawked 
about, ſome ſophiſtical Arguments for proving, that the 
publick Creditors have no Right or Intereſt in that Fund, 
which every Man allows was principally intended for 
their Payment, and without which, it is certain they 
never can be paid; but I little expected ever to have 
heard thoſe Arguments rer in this Houſe : How- 
ever, as they have been moſt minutely repeated in this 
Days Debate, I hope your Lordſhips will excuſe me for 
endeavouring to ſhew wherein their Fallacy conſiſts; and 
in ſo doing I hope I ſhall be able to convince every Lord 
in this Houſe, that the Creditors of the Publick have a 
Right in the Sinking Fund, not only from the Reaſon 
and Spirit but from the expreſs Words of the Atts of 
Parliament by which it was eſtabliſhed ; and indeed the 
Words are fo expreſs, that I am aſtoniſhed to hear their 
Right controverted, eſpecially in this Houſe, where a 4 
moſt religious Regard for private Property has always 
been preſerved. 

My Lords, when a Motive founded on private as well 
as publick Intereſt, can be aſſigned for any Projett, I am 
always apt to imagine, that the Motive founded on pri- 
vate Intereſt, gave the firft Riſe to the Project, and was 
the principal Cauſe of its being carry'd into Execution : 
And, according to this Rule, if we examine the Project 
for eſtabliſhing the Sinking Fund, we muſt telieve, that 
he the firſt Riſe of it proceeded not from any Gentleman 
nd who had on] y the. Good of his Country much at Heart, 
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but from ſome Gentleman who had the Good of his own 
Family as well as the Good of his Country much at 
Heart. Before the Year 1716, the Proprietors of the 
Redeemables had, indeed, an Intereſt of 6 per Cent. ſe- 
cured to them by Law; but as there was no Fund then 
ſettled for the Payment of their Principal, they could 
Have no ExpeRation of ever being paid, or at leaſt not 
till the Terms of the Irredeemables ſhould be all expired, 
and in ſuch a long Time they did not know but that the 
Diſtreſſes of the Publick might put a Stop to the Pay- 
ment of their Intereſt, as well as diſappoint them entire- 
Iy of their Principal. In this dangerous Situation, no 
Man of common Prudence but would conclude, that it 
was better (at leaſt for his Family) for him to have but 
5 per Cent. Intereſt, and a certain Fund eſtabliſhed for 
Paying off the Principal in a ſhort Term of Years, and 
from thence the Project for reducing the Intereſt, and 
thereby eſtabliſhing a Sinking Fund, originally and prin- 
cipally proceeded : Miniſters, or perhaps ſome of their 
Projectors, might have had a Project in their Heads for 
reducing Intereſt, but *till it came into the Heads of 
ſome of the chief Money'd Men in the Kingdom, it was 
nothing but a Project, a meer Chimera; and for this 
Reaſon I am convinced, that the Project never came to 
any Perfection, till the Managers of the Bank and Soutk 
Sea Companies offer'd, not only to accept of an Intereſt 
of 5 per Cent. for what was due to their reſpective Com- 
Panies, but to aſſiſt the Government with Money at the 
ſame Intereſt, for paying off the other Redeemables, who 
ſhould refuſe to accept of ſuch an Intereſ} : However, 
whether they made the Offer, or only agreed to the Pro- 
Poſition when made to them, is not material; but one 
or the other muſt have been the Caſe, before that Project 
could be carry'd into Execution; and as we muſt ſuppoſe 
that the ſecuring the Repayment of their principal 
Money, was the chief Thing they had in View, is it 
poſſible to ſuppoſe that they would make ſuch an Offer, 
or agree to ſuch a Propofition, without ſtipulating that 
the Sinking Fund thereby to be eſtabliſhed, ſhould be 
appropriated to the paying off the Principal? It is im- 
poſſible to make ſuch a Suppoſition ; and therefore their 
Right to the Application of this Fund, ariſes in the 
moſt clear and evident Manner, from the Reaſon and 
Spirit of the Tranſaction upon which thoſe Laws were 
founded, | 


After 
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After this Contract and Agreement was made between 
the Government and the two Companies, and not till 
then, it began to be poſſible to carry the Project into Exe- 
cution; and one of the firſt Steps taken was for the 
Houſe of Commons to reſolve, That all Savings y the 
propoſed Reduction of Intereſt, ſhould go towards diſcharg- 
ing and reducing the National Debt. Theſe, my Lords, 
are the expreſs Words of the Reſolution : They are abſo- 
ſolute and unconditional, and from that very Moment 
every Man who had any Share, or afterwards purchaſed 
any Share in the Redeemablcs, muſt have believed, that 
by his accepting of 5 per Cent. inflead of taking his Mo- 
ney, he thereby acquired a Right to have the Savings 
applied to the Payment of the Principal, which Right 
he muſt have thought as abſolute and unconditional as 
was the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons upon 
which it was founded : And now to pretend, that there 
was no Contract or Agreement between the Government 
and the two Companies, or between the Government and 
any of the publick Creditors, becauſe that Contract was 
not fully and particularly ſet forth in the Preambles of 
the ſeveral Acts of Parliament, is ſuch a catching at 
Words, as I believe would hardly be made uſe of by a 
common Lawyer in Veſtminſter-Hall. It cannot ſo much 
as be pretended, that without the Aſſiſtance of the two 
great Companies the Government could then have bor- 
rowed, at 5 per Cent. as much Money as would have been 
ſufficient for paying off all the Redeemables; and as 
They could have no other Motive from private Intereſt 
for agreeing to aſſiſt the Government, but only the Right 
they were to acquire to the Savings got by a general Re- 
duction of Intereſt ; therefore, tho' it had not been ex- 
preſly ſtipulated, we muſt conclude it was implied in 
their Agreement, and if they had no other Right but by 
Implication, it would be doing them Injuſtice to rob 
them of ſuch a Right. | | 

I muſt now beg Leave, my Lords, to touch a little up- 
the ſeveral Acts of Parliament by which this Right is, I 
think, clearly eftabliſhed. With Regard to the Preamble 
of the Bank AR, it is indeed, recited in this Act as well 
as the others, That the common Rate of Intereſt for Mo- 
ney was very much Jeſſened; but this was not the real 
Cauſe of either of the Adds, on the contrary I believe, 
that the common Rate of Interef} being leſſened, war 
chiefly owing to the Reſolution upon which theſe Acts 
were founded; however it was neceſſary to make this a 
: | Pretence, 
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Pretence; not only to induce the Proprietors of the two 
Companies to approve of what their Managers had done, 
but to induce as many of the other Redeemables as it 
was poſhble, to accept of the 5 per Cent. Intereſt that 
was to be offered them; in this Preamble are likewiſe 
recited ſome Stipulations that related particularly to the 
Bank; but as this AQ relates particularly to the Bank, 
the General ContraQ, the General Stipulation, by which 
the publick Creditors were to acquire a Right, to have 
the Savings appropriated to the Payment of their Prin- 
cipal Sums, could not be recited, neither in the Pream- 
ble of this Act, nor in the Preamble of either of the 
other two, becauſe the Bank was not to acquire a parti- 
eular and ſeparate Right to the Savings that were to ariſe 
by the Reduction of their Intereſt, nor was the South-Sea 
Company to acquire a particular and ſeparate Right to 
the Savings that were to ariſe by the ReduQion of their 
Intereſt ; nor were the other Redeemables to acquire any 
ſuch Right to the Savings by the Reduftion of their In. 
tereſt, but all of them were to acquire a general and 
Joint Right in thoſe Savings that were to ariſe by the 
Reduction of the Intereſt payable to them, and therefore 
it would have been improper, it would have been abſurd 
to have recited this Agreement in any one of the As, or 
indeed to have recited it at all; the only proper Way of 
mentioning the Agreement was by performing it, and 
that was done by a general Clauſe in one of the Acts, as 
I ſhall immediately ſhew to your Lordſhips. Te 
With reſpe& to the Diſpoſing Clauſe in the Bank AR, 
as well as the Diſpoſing Clauſe in the South-Sea AQ, it 
is evident that both of them refer to ſome Att or Atts of 
Parliament that were to be made, for the Appropriation 
of thoſe Surpluſſes or Exceſſes, in Purſuance of that A- 
greement which the Government had made with the 
Bank and Sout li- Sea Companies: When theſe two Att 
were drawn up it was not determined, whether that Ap- 
propriation was to be made by one or more Acts of Par- 
liament, or whether it was to be made by a particular 
AR for that Purpoſe, or by a Clauſe in ſome other Ad; 
but it is plain, the Parliament then thought it might 
be done by one Ad, otherwiſe it could not have been 
ſaid, according to Act or Acts of Parliament — 
ſor if that Appropriation had not been deſigned to have 
been made by Parliament, but yearly as the Surpluſſes 
or Exceſſes aroſe, it muſt neceſſarily have required the 


paſſing of many Adds of Parliament for that Purpoſe ; 
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and in ſuch Caſe the Words in this Clauſe muſt have 
been According to Acts of Parliament in that Be- 
half —— it would have been ridiculous te have ſaid 
—— At or Ads in relation to a Thing which 
could not poſſibly be executed by one Act: But the Truth 
is, it was at that Time reſolved, to appropriate all thoſe 
Surpluſſes or Exceſſes that ſhould ariſe by all or either of 
theſe three Acts, to the Payment of Debts contracted be- 
fore that Year ; and it was reſolved, that this Appropria- 
tion ſhould be made by ſome Att or Ads to be paſſed in 
that very Seſſion of Parliament; but that it ſhould be 


left to future Parliaments to apply the Surpluſſes ſo ap- 


propriated, io the Payment of ſuch of thoſe Debts con- 
trated before the Year 1716, as they ſhould think pro- 
per: This was the only Power that was to be leit to fu- 
ture Parliaments 3 and on account of this Power only, the 
Words From Time to Time are inſerted in 
the Diſpoſing Clauſe of the South-Sea Act. 

As the Preamble of the General Fund AG relates only 
to the Creditors, whoſe Intereſt was by that Act to be re- 
duced ; therefore no Notice could be taken in the Pream- 
ble of that A& of the Appropriation intended, becauſe 


that Appropriation was to be general, and to comprehend 
all the Surpluſſes ariſing by that and the other two Acts 


paſſed in the ſame Seſſion of Parliament; and from hence 
the noble Lord may find a very good Reaſon why no ſuch 
Words as he was pleaſed to mention, could be inſerted 
in that Act: But, my Lords, before this Act was paſſed 
it was determined, that the Surpluſſes to ariſe by thoſe 
three Ads might be properly and ſufficiently enough ap- 
propriated to the Uſes intended by the Agreement be- 
tween the Government and the Bank and Syuth-Sea Com- 
panies, by a general Clauſe in this laſt Act; and therefore, 


immediately after ſuch a Diſpoſing Clauſe as is in each 


of the other two, there is inferted in this Act a general 
Diſpoſing Clauſe, in ſuch expreſs and peremptory Terms, 
that I muſt beg Leave to read the Whole to your Lord- 
ſhips. The Clauſe is in theſe Words. All the Mo- 
nies to ariſe from Time to Time, as well of the Exceſs or 
dur plus, by Virtue of an Act made this Seſſion for redeeming 
the Funds of the Bank of England, and of the Exceſs or 


Surplus by Virtue of an Act made likewiſe this Seſſion, for 


redeeming the Funds of the South-Sea Company, as alſo of 


the Exceſs or Surplus of the Duties and Revenues by this Act 


appropriated as aforeſaid, and the overplus Monies of the 


{aid general yearly Furd, by this Act eſtabliſied, ſhall be ap- 


Propriated 
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propriated to the diſcharging rhe Principal and Interef 
of ſuch National Debts as were incurre\ before the 25th 
of December 1716, and are declared to be National Debts, 
and not provided for by Parliament, in ſuch Manner as 
ſhall be directed by any future Aft, and to or for no other 
Uſe whatſoever. This Clauſe, my Lords, is fo er- 
plicit, and ſo expreſs and particular, with reſpeR to 
the Appropriation of the Surpluſſes ariſing from theſe 
three Ads, that I am really prodigiouſly aſtoniſhed to 
hear it ſaid in a ſerious Debate in this Houſe, that the 
Proprictors of the Debts here mentioned have not, by 
this AR, as full a Right in theſe Surpluſſes as can poſh. 
bly be given them by Act of Parliament. To pretend, 
that this Clauſe was deſigned only as a Direction to the 
Commiſſioners and Officers of the Treaſury, is really moſt 
extraordinary, Does not every one of your Lordſhips 
ſee, muſt not every Man ſee, that the Words muſt then 
Have run thus =—— ſhall be applied in ſuch Manner as 
ſhall be directed by any future Act, and to or for no other 
Pur poſe whatſoever ? Is it not evident, that if no im- 
mediate Appropriation had been intended, theſe Words 
appropriated to the diſcharging the Principal and 
Intereſt of ſuch National Debts as were incurred before the 
25th of December 1716, and are declared to be National 
Debts, and not provided for by Parliament, muſt 
neceffarily have been left out ? 

From what I have ſaid, my Lords, it muſt I think de- 
monſtrably appear to your Lordfhips, that wherever 
the Project for eſtabliſhing the Sinking Fund, by reducing 
the Intereſt payable to the Creditors of the Publick took 
its Riſe, it was impoſſible for the Government to execute 
this Project without the Aſſiſtance, as well as the Agrec- 
ment of the Bank and Soutk-Sea Companies : That beſides 
the publick Advantage, which might perhaps be ſome 
Inducement to them, they had likewife their own pri- 
vate Advantage, becauſe they thereby rendered the Pay- 
ment of their Principal ſecure, which would have other- 
wiſe been extremely precarious: That as they had an 
Inducement from their own private Advantage, we mult 
from the Nature of Things preſume, that they made the 
fecuring them in the Enjoyment of this private Advan- 
tage, an expreſs Condition in their Agreement, as well 
as in their Promiſe to aſſiſt the Government in the Execu- 
tion of the Project; and this Clauſe which I have read 
to you we mutt therefore look upon as a Clauſe ex preſiy 


ſtipulated by rhefe two Companies, and which they 
looke 
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hoked on as an abſolute Security for Ithe Enjoyment of 
that private Ad vantage they had in View: We mult for 
this Reaſon confeſs, that' theſe two Companies have a 
Right in the Sinking Fund, not only from their previous 
Contract, but from the _ Words of this Clauſe z and 
f the other Redeemables had taken or called for their 
Money, theſe two Companies muſt have paid the Whole, 
tonſequently their Right in the Sinking Fund would then 
have extended to the full Value of all the Redeemables 
whoſe Intereſt was then reduced. Muſt we not then in 
Equity conclude, that thoſe Redeemables who did not 
call for their Money, but accepted of an Intereſt of 5 per 
Cent, come in Place of the two Companies, and have a 
Right to enjoy the Benefit of their Contract. This, my 
Lords, I wonder to hear in the leaſt controverted in this 
Houſe, where ſo great a Regard has always been ſhewn 
to Equity, and to what appears to have been the Inten- 
tion of Parties at the Time of contracting. 

As for the Tranſaction between the Government and 
the South-Sea Company in the Vears 1712 and 20, from 
the whole Tenour of that TranſaQion it appears, that the 
Company, as well as the Government, ſuppoſed all along 
that the Sinking Fund, and Increaſe thereof, ſhould re- 
main appropriated to the paying off the publick Debts 
contrated before the Year 1716, and to that Uſe only; 
for could either the Company or the Goverment ſuppoſe, 
that any one of the Proprietors of the Redecmables 
would have ſubſcribed his Debt into the South-Sea Com- 
pany, if he had been thereby to give up the Right he 
then had for being paid his Principal out of the Sinking 
Fund ? Or could either of them ſuppoſe, that the Annui- 
tants would have ſubſcribed their Annuities at any Price 
into the South. Sea Company, if they had thought that 
they were thereby to accept of a much ſmaller Annuity, 
without any Security for their Principal; and indeed 
without any tolerable Certainty for their Annuities being 
gontinued, fo long as they were then by Law payable. 
duch Suppoſitions, either in the Company or in the Go- 
vernment, would have been ridiculous; and that neither 
of them made any ſuch appears almoſt from any Claufe 
in the Act. From the whole Tenour of the AR it ap- 
pears, that the Meaning and Intention of both Parties 
was, that the Sinking Fund and the Increaſe thereof 
ſhould remain appropriated to the Payment of the Pub- 
lick Debts contracted before the Vear 1716, and that it 
mould never be applied to any other Uſe ; and upon this 
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Aſſurance it certainly was, that the Redeemables as 
well as the Irredeemables ſubſcribed ſo readily into the 
South-Sea Fund. This was certainly the Deſign and the 
Intention of all the contracting Parties, both in the Year 
1716 and in the Year 1720; and now to pretend that 
there was no ſuch Contract, that the Creditors have no 
Right in the Sinking Fund, merely becauſe this Con- 
tract is not recited in the Preambles of theſe Ads, in as 
full and as ample a Manner as a Conveyancer would per- 
haps have recited it in a Deed between private Parties, is 
a Method of Reaſoning I am ſure not to be uſed in this 
Houſe. 

"Tis true, my Lords, after a certain Proviſion was 
made, not only for paying the yearly Intereſt to the 
publick Creditors, but likewiſe for paying off their Prin- 
cipal in a ſmall Number of Years, in a Term that was 
within every Man's View, and in ſuch a ſhort Term, 
that it was not probable this Country would, in that 
Time, meet with any ſuch Diſaſter as might interrupt 
the Payment either of Principal or Intereſt, it then be- 
gan to be an Advantage to be among thoſe Creditors who 
were the laſt to be paid off; and the South-Sea Com- 
pany, by a Clauſe in this laſt Act, wiſely put themſelves 
among the laſt who were to be diſcharged: But if the 
Doctrine now broached ſhould prevail, if two or three 
more Miſapplications, ſuch as that now before us, ſhould 
be made. this would ſoon ceaſe to be an Advantage ; the 
only Centeſt would be, who ſhould be firſt paid off, be- 
cauſe every Man would be afraid that an entire Stop 
would be put to the Annuity as well as the Payment of 
the Principal, before the laſt Creditors could be paid off. 

That the Landed Intereſt ought not to be loaded with 
any unneceſſary Charge is what every Man will acknow- 
ledge, but our preſent Land-holders are all, I hope, Gen- 
tlemen of better Senſe than to deſire that their Poſterity 
ſhould be ruined, for the Sake of giving them a ſmall 
preſent Relief; and I am perſuaded there is not a Land- 
holder in England would either murmur or complain at 
his being loaded with four Shillings in the Pound, if he 
faw that it was abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſervation 
of his King and Country: But this, my Lords, is the 
Difference, and the true Cauſe of this new Dottrine, 
when any additional or new Tax is impoſed; the People 
feel the Weight of the annual publick Expence; this 
puts them upon an enquiring into the Neceſſity for that 
Expence, and when they can ſee no Necellity for it, * 
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not only murmur, but thoſe Murmurings become dan- 
gerous to the Miniſters to ſubje& the Nation to ſuch an 
unneceſſary Expence: Whereas no Man feels what is 
taken from the Sinking Fund, therefore no Man enquires 
into the Neceſlity of that Expence which occaſions its be- 
ing plundered ; and for this Reaſon it will always be 
looked on by Miniſters as a Fund which they may ſquan- 
der with Safety ; but this may, and will, propably at 
laſt, fall heavy upon ſome Prince of his Majeſty's Fa- 
mily : At the ſame Time that he ſees almoſt all the Re- 
venues in the Nation mortgaged for old Debts, he -may 
find himſelf engaged in War, as expenſive as was that 
War which occafioned thoſe Debts ; and this is ſo melan- 
choly a Proſpect, that the mere Poſhbility of its exiſting 
muſt give the moſt affecting Sorrow to every Man who 
has the Security and Honour of the preſent Royal Family 
truly at Heart, 

That the greateſt Part of our preſent Sinking Fund is 
owing to the yearly Produce of our Taxes being much 
greater now than it was in Time of War is, my Lords, 
what cannot be controverted, and that that Increaſe is 


owing. to the Peace we enjoy, is what can as little, I 


think, be controverted ; for granting that the Increaſe of 
the yearly Produce of our Taxes is owing to the Increaſe 
of our People, to the Increaſe of our Luxury, and to the 
good Management and ExaGneſs in collecting our Taxes, 
yet as theſe three depend upon the Peace we now enjoy, 
therefore it muſt be granted, that the Increaſe of the 
yearly Produce of our Taxes depends alſo upon that 
Peace. If we were engaged in a forcign War, we would 
be obliged to ſend a great Army abroad, ſuppoſing we ſent 
only 20,000 Men, we muſt allow that an Army of 20,000 
effective Men would carry at leaſt 30,000 of our People 
out of the Kingdom; and conſidering the many Taxes 
our People pay at preſent, we may reckon that every 
Man and Woman in the Kingdom, one with another, 
pays at leaſt a Penny a Day towards the publick Ex- 
pence ; fo that if by the War 30,000 of our People 
ſhould be carried out of the Kingdom, by that one Arti- 
cle there would be a certain Decreaſe in the Produce of 
our Taxes, to the Amount of near 46,000 “. yearly; to 
which muſt be added the Decreaſe that would be occa- 
fioned by our ſending our great Fleets yearly 3 for tha 
our Ships of War be generally furniſhed with the neceſſa- 
Ty Proviſions at home, yet none of the Seamen on Board 
gonſume ſo much of the 333 of their own Country, 
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or contribute ſo much to the Taxes, as they would do if 
they were living at home. With reſpeR to our Luxury, 
it is a Maxim which always holds true, that People are 
never ſo luxurious in Time of War as they are in Time 
of Peace ; and as the Luxury of our People would de. 
creaſe, we muſt therefore expect that the Produce of 
Taxes would decreaſe. But, my Lords, the greateſt De- 
creaſe of all would be occaſioned by its being impoſſible 
to colle& our Cuſtoms ſo regularly, or to prevent 
Smuggling in Time of War ſv much as we do in Time of 
Peace: We would have our Coaſts full of Privateers, and 
thoſe Privateers would not only make it impoſſible for 
our Cuſtom houſe Sloops to guard our Coaſts againft 
Smugglers, but would often become Smugglers ; and when 
a great Profit is to be got, it would be impoſſible to prevent 
our People's dealing with them. Theſe Confiderations 
muſt ſhew to your Lordſhips, that our Sinking Fund 
would be but a very uncertain Foundation for ſupport-.. 
Ing an expenſive War. ; 

With reſp-& to our Power of altering, amending or 
repealing any Law, it is not at preſent, my Lords, the 
Queſtion before us; but this Houſe hag always been ex- 
tremely cautious of doing ſo, when ſuch Alteration, A- 
mendment or Repeal might probably hurt the Property 
of private Men; and the Bill now before us muſt cer- 
tainly be looked on as a Repeal of all thoſe Laws, by 
which the Sinking Fund has been appropriated to the 
Paying off the Debts contracted before 171163 and tho? that 
Repeal may not immediately much injure the Property 
of the Creditors of the Publick, yet it is laying a-Pre- 
tedent by which their Property may at laſt be entirely 
annihilated; for the Neceſſities of State may at laſt be 
made an Argument for ſeizing, not only upon that Fund, 
which ought to be applied to the Payment of their Prin- 
cipal, but upon thoſe Funds which ought to be applied 
to the Payment of their Annuities 5 and if ever that 
Happens they will not only feel, but will complain loud- 
1y of the Bill now before us. The Sinking Fund is as 
firongly and as firmly eflabliſhed for the Payment of 
their Principal, as the other Funds are for the Payment 
of their Annuities : In both Caſes I can look upon the 
Parliament only as the Truſtees of the People, and as 
' fuch I muſt, indeed, doubt whether we have a Power to 
do what is propoſed by the Bill. Let me ſuppoſe, 
my Lords, a Gentleman who has a great Mortgage upon 
His Eſtate, has ſettled 3000 J. a Year Rent r 
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out of his Eftate in Tuſlees, 20001. whereof to be ap- 
plied by them yearly towards paying the Intereſt, and 
1000 1. to be applied yearly towards paying off ſomuch 
of the Principal Money due upon the Mortgage; 
ſuppoſe this Gentleman ſhould afterwards grow a little 
extravagant, that he ſhould apply to his Truſtees, and 
tell them he had Occaſion for that 1oGc/. a Year, for 
the neceſſary Uſes of his Family, and that as the Mort. 
gagee did not want his Money they might let alone pay- 
ing off any Part of the Principal for that Year, in order 
to ſupply thoſe Neceſſities which his Extravagance had 
brought upon him ; Now, my Lords, I ſhould be glad to 
know whether the Truſtees would comply with ſuch a 
Requeſt, or if they did, whether the Heirs of that Gen- 
tleman would be bound, by a Court of Equity, to ap- 
prove of what the Truſtees had done; I am apt to be- 
lieve they would not; however, as I am no Lawyer, I 
ſhall not be poſitive, but would be glad the noble Lord 
upon the Wool-ſack would give the Houſe his Opinion 
upon the Caſe. 

The Objection, that if the publick Creditors had a 
Right in the Sinking Fund, it couJd not be applied to- 
wards reducing any of thoſe Taxes which are moſt grie- 
vous upon the Poor, is an Objection that has already been 
made, and then received a full Anſwer, but as it is now 
again repeated, allow me, my Lords, to repeat the An- 
ſwer. The publick Creditors have a Right to have the 
Sinking Fund applicd yearly to the Diſcharge of ſome of 
thoſe Debts which were contracted before the Year 1716; 
but the Parliament may apply it to the Payment of 
which of thoſe Debts it pleaſes; As our Taxes are all 
mortgaged for the Payment of ſome one or other of thoſe 
Debts, no Tax can be reduced till the Debt for which it 
is mortgaged be paid off; the Meaning of that Motion 
therefore was, that the Parliament ſhould apply the Sink- 
ing Fund to the Payment of thoſe Debts for which our 
moſt grievous Taxes are mortgaged, in order that the Tax 
might then be reduced; ſo that in that Motion there 
was nothing, my Lords, in the leaſt inconſiſſent with 
that Right which the publick Creditors have in the Sink- 
ing Fund; which Right is, in my Opinion, as good a 
Right as the Right they have in thoſe Funds which are 
appropriated for the Payment of their Annuities, and 
therefore I cannot but give my Negative to the Bill now 
deforg us. KF | | PE FE 
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Ihe Queſtien for paſſing the Bill being at laſt put, it 
was carried in the Affirmative, without a Diviſion, 

The Speakers in this Debate were, againſt the Bill, 
the Lords C t and B t, and the Earl of 
A d + And for the Bill, the Lord Hf — ), the 
Duke of N——— le, and the Earl of I-—a, 


The Bill for explaining and amending an Att paſſed in 
the Parliament of Scotland, in the Year 1701, intitled, 
An Aft for preventing wrongous Impriſonments, and againſt 
wndue Delays in Trials, was, after a long Debate for two 
Days, and at laſt, upon a Diviſion, paſſed in the Houſe 
of Commons the 5th of May, by 139 to 131; and on the 
gth of the ſame Month the ſaid Bill was read a ſecond 
Time in the Houſe of Lords, when a Motion was made 
by the Earl of 5 d for having the ſaid AQ, paſſed 
in Scotland in the Year 1701, read to the Houſe; where. 


upon the Earl of I—4 ftood up and ſpoke to the follow- | 


ing Effect: | 


My Lords, 
T SHALL readily join with the noble Lord in the 
Motion he has made for having the AQ, to which 
this Bill refers, read to your Lordſhips: This I will the 
rather agree to, becauſe it has of late been induſtriouſly 
reported, that the Liberty of the SubjeR in Scotland is no 
way ſecured : It has been confidently aſſerted, that the 
Subjects in that Part of the Iſland are fill in a State of 
abſolute Slavery; but when your Lordſhips have heard 
that Act read, you will ſee that there is no manner of 
Ground for ſuch Reports. Your Lordſhips will ſee that 
the S:ots have not been idle, whenever they had an Op- 
portunity for ſecuring their Liberties, or fer amending, 


__ explaining or enforcing that Part of their Law which re- 


lates to ſecuring the Rights and Liberties of the SubjeR: 
Therefore I hope your Lordſhips will give all poſſible 
Attention to the reading of this Act; and as there are 
ſome Law Terms and Expreſſions in it which ſome of 
your Lordſhips may not perhaps ſo well underſtand, I 
ſhall beg Leave, after it is read, to give ſome ſhort Ex- 
planation of them, from which I hope I ſhall be able to 
make it appear, that the AR ſtands no way in need of 
any Amendment or Explanation, and that the Bill now 
before us, inſtead of ſecuring the Rights and Liberties of 
the subject, will render them more uncertain and preca- 
rious than they were belore, 
{The 
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| [The AQ was then read, and then his Lordſhip ſtood: 
up again, and after giving a ſhort Explanation of the 
Scotch Law Terms, went on to this Effect. | 

Thus your Lordſhips may ſee, that no Man in Scor- 
land can be taken up or impriſoned, unleſs an Informa- 
tion in Writing, and fign'd by the Informer, be firſt ex- 
hibited againſt him; and when any Perſon js to be ſent 
to Priſon, the Magiftrate who commits him, is by Law 
obliged to expreſs in his Warrant of Commitment, the 
Crime he is charged with, or the Cauſe of his Impriſon- 
ment; and further the Gaoler, or Keeper of the Priſon 
to which he is committed, is obliged to deliver to the 
Priſoner a Copy of his Warrant of Commitment : Then 
with reſpect to Trials, if a Priſoner be not brought to 
his Trial within a certain Number of Days in the AR 
limited, he may apply to the proper Court, and upon 
ſuch Application, that Court is by Law obliged to 
bring him to an immediate Trial, or otherwiſe to dif- 
charge him. And laflly, with reſpe& to Bail; if the 
Crime with which the Priſoner is charged is bailable, it 
is expreſly ordered by the fame Act, that the Judge or 
Magiſtrate before whom he is brought upon any ſuch 
Charge, ſhall admit him to Bail, and ſhall not require 
Bail for any great or immoderate Sum ; nay, the Law 
goes farther, it limits the Magiſtrate to a certain Sum for 
which he is to take Bail, according to the Rank and Qua- 
lity of the Perſon accuſed ; and the Sums ſo limited, are 
by this Act ſo ſmall, that even the Parliament of Scor- 
land thought fit afterwards to increaſe them to double 
the Sums firſt appointed. 

From theſe few Obſervations, your Lordſhips may ſee 
that the Liberty of the Subject in Scotland is as fully 
ſecured by this AR, as the Liberty of the Subject is in 
Enzland by the Habeas Corpus; nay, with Reſpect to 
Bail, the Liberty of a Subject in Scotland is, in my Opi- 
nion, better ſecured, becauſe the Sum for which. a Man 
is to give Bail, is there limited and aſcertained z where- 
as in England, the Sum for which a Man is to give Bail, 
is left entirely to the Diſcretion of the Judge or Magi- 
firate who is to take the Bail. *Tis true, in Scotland 
an Information upon Oath is not required; but that pro- 
ceeds from the whole Spirit and Tenor of their Laws, by 
which an Oath is deemed ſo ſacred, that it is not preſu- 
med. that any real honeſt Man will voluntarily ſubjec 
himſelf to it; and whoever does fo, is called an ultro- 
neous Witneſs, which is in that Country always * 
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a good Reaſon for ſuſpecting his Evidence; and in all 
criminal Matters, the Lawyers and Judges of Scotland 
have always been of Opinion, that no Witneſs ought to 
be examined upon Oath. againſt any Man, but in a pub. 
lick Court, and in the Preſence of the Priſoner, when 
he and his Counſel have an Opportunity, and have al. 
ways full Liberty to croſs-examine the Witneſs, and to 
make him explain fully every Thing he ſays. 


His Lordſhip then ſpoke to the ſeveral Clauſes of the 
Bill, and endeavoured to ſhew the bad Conſequences with 
which they would be attended, and then concluded with 
His being againſt committing the Bill, for the Reaſons 
he had offered; and becauſe, that if there was any Cauſe 
for altering the Law of Scotland, he thought ſuch a great 
Alteration as was propoſed by that Bill, ought not to be 
made but after the moſt full and mature Conſideration, 
which he thought they could not have Time for, ſo near 
the End of a Seſſion of Parliament. 


To this the Lord C: anſwered in Subſtance as 
follows, vx. 


My Lords, 
S I cannot pretend to any Knowledge in the Law of 
Scotland, much leſs to ſuch a thorough Knowledge 
of that Law as the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, I am at 
ſome Loſs when I riſe up to ſpeak to the Bill now before 
us. I will grant that the Scots have provided as well 
for their Rights and Liberties as they could, and that 
they have formerly endeavoured to prevent all the Dan- 
gers and Encroachments which could then be foreſeen ; 
but it is impoſſible, it would be vain in any Man, or in 
any Set of Men, to pretend to guard againſt all the 
Dangers that may thereafter ariſe. The Facts or Events 
which gave Occaſion for bringing this Bill into the other 
Houſe, are not, tis true, before us; but it is certain, 
and I have even heard, that ſome Things have happened 
lately in thar Country, which ſhew, that all the En- 
croachments that may be made upon the Liberty of the 
Subject, are not ſufficiently guarded againſt by the AQ of 
the Scotch Parliament which has been now read to you : 
Theſe late Occurrences, we may ſuppoſe, gave Riſe to 
this Bill in the other Houſe ; and as there are a great 
many Gentlemen in that Houſe, who throughly under- 


ſtand the Law of Scotland, we may ſuppoſe that oP 
made 


No 84 for the Tear 1736. 313 
made it fully appear to the Houſe that ſome ſuch Bill 
was neceſſary, before the Bill could paſs in that Houſe. 
This, my Lords, is a general Reaſon at leaſt for our 
not re jecting this Bill; but from the Objections the noble 
Lord has been pleaſed to make to it, I plainly ſee there 
is a Neceſſity for paſſing ſome ſuch Bill. It is, I think, 
moſt unreaſunable, that any Man ſhould be deprived of 
his Liberty, and ſubjetted to the Danger and Expence of 
a Trial, perhaps for his Life and Fortune, upon a vague 
and general Information, not ſworn to, but only ſign'd 
by the Informer; which he may perhaps have given out 
of Malice, or in a Paſſion, I ſhall always think that 
ſome Sort of Evidence is neceſſary before a Subject is 
impriſoned, or ſo much as proſecuted for any Crime; 
and I am ſure, the leaſt Evidence that can in ſych a 
Caſe be required, is the Oath of one Witneſs. Another 
particular Reaſon for evincing the Neceſlity of ſome ſuch 
Bill is, that I find it is neither the Law nor the Cuſtom 
in Scotland, to examine the Perſon accuſed, before he is 
committed to Priſon ; yet this I muſt think ought always 
to be done, becauſe, by ſuch Examination, the Magi- 
firate who grants his Warrant may find, that the Infor- 
mation upon which he granted the Warrant was falſe 
and malicious. This I am convinced of from Expe- 
rience ; for when I had the Honour to be in a Place of 
high Truſt under the Crown, there was a Fellow came 
to me, and gave me an Information upon Oath, of no 
leſs a Crime than High Treaſon, againſt ſome Perſons in 
Wapping, which Information was fo clear and diſtinct, 
and the Facts ſo probable, that I had not the leaſt Rea- 
ſon to doubt of it; however, as it was my Duty, I 
ordered the Perſons accuſed to be brought directly before 
me, and, upon examining them, I very ſoon found that 
it was a falſe and a villainous Information, given by a 
Fellow who had run deeply in their Debt, and had ta- 
ken that Way to get free of what he owed them ; where- 
upon I diſmiſſed the Perſons accuſed, and had the In- 
former immediately ſecured : Of this Story I acquainted 
his late Majeſty, who was ſo good as to order the Attor- 
ney-General to proſecute the Fellow for Perjury, of 
which he was accordingly con vincted, and for which be 
ſuffer'd ſeverely. | 


His Lordſhip then proceeded to examine the ObjeRions 
made to the ſeveral Clauſes of the Bill, moſt of which 
he endeavoured not only to anſwer, but, to ſhew, that 
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trom each of them there aroſe a ſtrong Argument for the 
Neceſſity of paſting ſome ſuch Bill. Some of the Ob- 
jections however he admitted, but ſhew'd, that they 
might and certainly would be made in the Committee; 
and concluded with ſaying, That he hoped he had ſaid 
enough to perſuade their Lordſhips that they ought to 
commit the Bill, where they might make what Altera- 
tions and Amendments they thought proper; and if any 
of their Lordſhips ſhould not be pleaſed with it when ſo 
alter'd and amended, they might throw it out upon the 
third Reading ; but this was not comply'd with, as ap- 
pears by the following Proteſt. 


Die Veneris, 9? Mai, 1735. 

Hodie 2da vice lecta eſt Billa, intituled, An AR for 
explaining and amending an AQ paſſed in the Parliament 
of Scotland, in the Year Ore Thouſand Seven Hundred 
and One, entituled, An Act for preventing aurongous Im. 
priſonmert, and againft undue Delays in Trials. Propoſed 
to commit the Bill. 


After Debate the Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill 
ſhall be committed ? 


It was reſolved in the Negative, Contents 28, Not Con- 
tents 68. 


Diſentientꝰ 

1. Becauſe we apprehend a Bill of this Nature, ſent 
up from the Houſe of Commons, ought at leaft to have 
undergone the Form of a Commitment; ſince whatever 
was unneceſſary or wrong in it, might there have been 
left out or amended. But ſeveral Matters contained in 
the Pill, ſeem to us highly expedient to be paſſed into 
a Law; for, by the Law of Scotland, as it now ſtands, 
any Judge may, by a ſummary Warrant, commit Per- 
ſons upon Information ſigned, without any Oath made, 
and without convening the Parties before him, or hear- 
ing what they can alledge in their own Juſtification, and 
ſend them to a remote Priſon in any Corner of the King- 
dom. No expreſs Words in any Statute do at preſent for- 
bid ſuch a Practice, and we have great Reaſon to believe 
that ſome Abuſe of this unlimited Power did appear 
before the Houſe of Commons, which might probably 

give the firſt Riſe to the Bill. e 
2. Pecauſe, as the Habeas Corpus Act is the great Secu- 
rity of the Liberties of this Part of the united King- 
doms, it would be, in our Opinion, both unſafe and un- 
2 generous 
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generous, not to extend the ſame Liberty to the other. 
For ſhould they, who have hitherto been brave Aſſertors 
of their Liberties, find themſelves expoſed to Oppreſſions, 
from which the reſt of their Fellow-Subjects are ſecured 
by Law, Neceſſity may prompt them to attempt, by 
Violence, to free themſelves, or Revenge provoke them 
to become the Inſtruments of Power, and bring us under 
the ſame Dependence. And the Hiſtory of late Times 
ſuſkciently convince us, that in thoſe Reigns, when ar- 
bitrary Power was deſign'd and zttempted in this King- 
dom, deſperate and adventurous Agents were firft ſent to 
try the Experiment in Scotland. 

3. Becauſe there was a Proviſion in the Bill, to pre- 
vent an Abuſe of ſeizing Perſons on Pretence of Debr, 
and detaining them *till the Elections were over, where 
they had a Right to vote; the Protection granted by the 
Bill was no more than what every common Court of 
Juſtice actually allows to any Evidence, whoſe Preſence 
may be neceſſary in Matters of much leſs Conſequence : 
And we cannot help teſtiiying our Surprize, that this 
Regulation has not already been made over the whole 
united Kingdom: We hope, however, another Seſſion 
will not paſs without taking effectual Care to prevent 
ſuch a dangerous Abuſe of Law. 

4. Becauſe Experience has ſhewn us the Benefit which 
aroſe from delivering the Subjects of that Part of the 
Kingdom from their Vaſſalage, and freeing them from a 
ſervile Dependance on their Superiors ; and, as we con- 
ceive, the Purport of this Bill was no more than a natu- 
ral Extenfion of the ſame Meaſure; it would have been 
the myſt probable, if not the only Method to eradicate 
any remaining Diſaffection; though we have no Ground 
to ſuppoſe, from any late TranſaCtions, that there is any 
ſuch. On the contrary, thoſe who were thought the 
moſt diſaffeted, have lately appeared ſufficiently tra cta- 
ble. But what Diſaffed ion the rejecting ſuch a Bill 
may create, even among the beſt Subjects, and thoſe wh. 
have always been moſt attached to the preſent Eftablith 
ment, we cannot reflect upon without Concern. For, as 
the Union was made in Support of the preſent Eftabliil:- 
ment, which is founded upon the Revolution, and the 
Revolution upon Principles of Liberty, thev who have 
always aſſerted thoſe Principles, may (as we apprehend ; 
juſtly complain, that the Liberty of the Subject is noi 
equally ſecured in every Part of the united Kingdom. 
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5. Becauſe we are apprehenſive it will appear very 
extraordinary to the World, that a Bill for the Security 
of the Liberty of the Subject, ſhould have been thrown 
out of this Houſe without a Commitment, when ſo many 
Bills have paſſed for laying on or continuing ſevere and 
heavy Duties upon them. Remote Apprehenfions, Dan- 
gers barely poſſible, and Suſpicions of Diſaffection, have 
been Arguments formerly made Uſe of on the Side of the 
Crown, for enacting the ſevereſt penal Laws upon the 
Subject; and we conceive it ſtill more incumbent on the 
Legiſlature to be watchful over the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple committed to their Care, fince it is much eaſier to 
reſtrain Liberty from running into Licentiouſneſs, than 
Power from ſwelling into Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 

6. Becauſe Liberty being the common Birth-right of 
all Mankind, and till preſerved to this Nation by the 
Wiſdom and Courage of our Anceſtors, we think an In- 
fringement of that Right, though but for an Hour, by 
wrongful Impriſonment, is not only an Injury to the 
Perſon immediately concerned, but a notorious Invaſion 
of the Conſtitution. We ſhould nut deſerve thoſe Liber- 
tics ourſelves, if we did not take the moſt effectual Me- 
thods to tranſmit them in their full Extent to lateſt 
Poſterity ; and to reſtrain, by proper Laws, any flagitious 
Attempts of Miniſters, prompted by Ambition, or drove 
by Deſpair, who may at any Time hereafter endeavour 
to undermine or attack them. Humanity and Genero- 
ſity particularly call upon us, who are diſtinguiſhed by 
many Privileges and Advantages peculiar to ourſelves, 


to ſecure to the People that Liberty which they have an 


equal Right to with us; a Bleſling ! the meaneft Subject 
of this Kingdom ought ever to enjoy in common with 
the greateſt, 


Cheftey field, Cobham, Coventry, 
Oxford and Mort. Strafford, Thanet, 

Mont joy, Bathurſt, Gower, 
Harwerſham, Litchfield, Vinchelſea, 
Suffolk, Boyle. Rorthampton. 
Foley, Berkſhire, 


The Queſtion having been thus carry'd againſt commit- 
ting this Bill, it was therefore of Courſe rejected. 

On Thurfday the 15th of May, the King came to the 
Houſe of Peers, and the Commons being ſent for, his 
Majeſty gave the Royal Aﬀent to the following publick 


44 


Bills, viz. 


L 


= » — ff QT” 


N 84 for the Tear 1736. 317 


An A for granting an Aid to his Majeſty, by a Land- 
Tax, to be raiſed in Great Britain for the Service of the 
Year 1735. 
An a for enabling his Majeſiy to apply the Sum of One 
Million out of the Sinkigg Fund, for the Service of the Year 


1926, | # 
6/4 Act for granting and continuing the Duties upon Salt, 
ad upon Red and White Herrings for the farther Term of 
fur Tears; and for giving. farther Time for the Payment 
if Duties, omitted to be paid for the Indentures and Con- 

traits of Clerks and Apprentices. 

An AA for the Application of the Rents and Profits of 
lie Eſtates forfeited by the Attainders of James late Earl 
f Derwentwater and Charles Radcliffe. 

An Act to continue ſeveral Laws therein mentioned, for 
the better Regulation and Government of Seamen in the Mer. 
tant Service; for the regulating of Pilots of Dover, 
Deal, and the Iſie of Thanet; for preventing Frauds in 
the Cuſtoms, and to prevent the clandeſtine Running o 
Grads, and for making Copper Ore of the Britiſh Plan- 
lations an enumerated Commodity. . 

An Act to continue an Act paſſed in the third Year of his 
reſent Majeſty's Reign, entituled, An AR for granting 
Liberty to carry Rice from his Majeſty's Province of 
larolina in America directly to any Part of Europe South- 
vnd of Cape Finiſterre, in Ships built in and belonging 
Wit Treat Britain and navigated according to Law; and to 
ntend that Liberty to his Majeſty's Province of Georgia 
n America, 

An Act to continue ſome Laws therein mentiozed, rela- 
ng to the Encouragement of the making of Sail-cloth in 
reat Britain, and for Encouragement of the Silk Manu- 
ſiſtures in this Kingdom. 
An Act for regulating the quartering of Soldiers during 
ie Time of Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 
An Aft to indempnify Perſons, who have omitted to qua- 
ly themſelves for Offices and Employments within the Time 
— by Law; and for allowing further Time for that 
* po ſe. 
An Act to indemnify Proteſtant Purchaſers of Eſtates of 
pills, againſt the Penalties or Forfeitures Papiſts axe 
wle to, for not having inrolled their Eftates, in purſuance 
'q Act of the 3d Year of King George I. for that Pur- 
. 
An Act to explain and amend an Act paſſed in the ſecond 
ar of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, An 
b * 4 


* 
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Act for the Kelief of Debtors, with reſpect to the im- 
priſonment of their Perſons. 

An Act for the Amendment of the Law relating to Ac- 
h o the Statute of Fine and Cry. i 
 4n FAtt for rendering the Laws more effectual for puniſh 
ng ach Perſons as fhall wwilfully and malicioafly pull dome 
er deſtroy Turnpikes for repairing Highways, or Locks er 
other Works erected by Act of Parliament for making Rivers 
#avirable , and for other Purpoſes therein mentioned, 

An Act for the publick regiſtering all Deeds, &c. within 
tie North Riding of the County of York, after the 29ti of 
September 1736. 

An AR for tie Encouragement of the Arts of Deſiznir;,Þ 
Fzraving and Etching Hiſtorical and other Prints, by i. 
eig the Property thereof ix the Inventors and Engravers,} 
turing the Time therein mentioned. 

fend to ten Road and other Bills of a private Nature, 
and to fixteen private Bills. 

After which his Majeſty made the following moſt gra 
cious Speech to both Houſes. c 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

AM glad the Buſineſs of this Seſſion of Parliament! 
1 brought to ſuch a Concluſion, that I have now a 
Opportunity of giving you fome Receſs, after the grei 
Pains you have taken in the Service of your Count!y 
On this Occaſion I muff, in Juſtice, return you m 


thanks for the mine Inſtances vou have given Me 9 
vour Duty and Affection to my Perſon and Government 

and for the neceſſary Proviſions you have made for th 
publick Security, as far as the immediate Circumliznce l 


of Affairs might require. 

J have conſider'd with great Care and Attention, t 
prefent Situation of Europe, and duly weigh'd the Cn 
tequences that may ariſe from the Progreſs of the Ne 
either by Means of its becoming more general, or con 
ruing only to be carry'd on between the Powers alte, 
engaged. 

An Accommodation of theſe unhappy Troubles, 
peared to be the beſt Means to prevent the Dangers th 
ure to be apprehended on either Side. In this View, 
Plan of Pacification was concerted between Me and! 
States General, with great Impartiality, and not with 
re:ſynable Grounds to hope for Succeſs 3 altho' it h 
not had the defired Effect. 
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"But all further Reſblutions to be taken in this impor- 
tant and critical Conjuncture, will be principally deter- 
mined by ſuture Events. This makes it impoſſible for 


—— 


Me, at preſent, to take the previous Advice and Con- 


currence of my Parliament, in ſuch Meaſures as may 
become abſolutely neceſſary to be entered into. But you 
may be aſſured, that my conflant Concern for the pub- 
lick Welfare, the Liberties of Europe, and, in particular, 
for the Felicity and Security of theſe Kingdoms, will 
never ſuffer me to take any Steps, but fuch as the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of my Crown and People ſhall call for 
and juſtify. And in the Purſuit of theſe defirable Ends, 
I do, with the beſt grounded Confidence, promiſe my 
ſelf your Zealous and affectionate Support. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

I return you my hearty Thanks for the Supplies you 
have with ſo much Chearfulneſs and Diſpatch, granted 
er the Service of the current Lear; which have been ſo 
effectually raiſed, and accompany'd with fo ſeaſonable an 
Augmentation of our Forces be Sea and Land, that I 
ſhall be in a Condition to make Uſe of them in the moſt 
alvantageous Manner for the publick Service, as any 
Occaſion that may happen to arile thall require, 

My Lords and Gent/emen, 

The Conduct and Prudence of this Parliament, in a 
Time of ſo great Difftcuity, cannot be enough com- 
mended. The Poſture of Affairs before Us required all 
poſible Reſolution, joined with Caution, neither to be 
unwarily involved in the preſent Diſturbances, nor to 
remain un provided againſt thuſe Dangers, which are too 
obvious to. ſtand in Need of anv Explanation, and may 
either directly or remote ly affect Us. 

As I think it neceſſary this Summer to viſit my Do- 
minions in Germany, it is my Intention to appoint the 
Queen Regent here during my Abſence, of whoſe juſt and 
prudent Adminiſtration you have, on the like Occaſion, 
had Experience. Let Me earneſily recommend it to 
you, to render the Burthen of this weighty Truſt as eaſy 
to her as poſſible, by making it your conſtant Study and 
Endeavour. as I am ſure it is your Iuclination, to pre- 
ſerve the Peace of the Kingdom. and to diſtounteriance 
and ſappreſs all Attempts to raiſe groundleſs Diſcontents 
in the Minds of my People, whoſe Happineſs hath al- 


ways been, and ſhall continue wy daily and uninterrupt- 
eCare. 


And 
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And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty', 
Command, ſaid, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is his Majeſty's Royal Will and Pleaſure, that this 
Parliament be prorogued to Thurſday the 12th Day ef 
June next, to be then and there held; and this Parlia- 
ment is accordingly prorogued to Thurſday the 12th of 
June next. 


After ſeveral Prorogations, the Parliament met again 
on Thurſday the 15th of January laſt, when his Majeſty 
opened the Seſſion with the following moſt gracious 
Speech from the Throne. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
HE happy Turn, which the Affairs of Eurofe have 
evidently taken fince the End of the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, muſt, I am perſuaded, give you all, as it 
does Me, the greateſt Satisfaction. | 
I acquainted you then, that a Plan of Pacification, 
concerted between Me and the States General of the Uni 
red Provinces, had been propoſed to the Parties engage! 
in the War, which had not the Effect to prevent the 
opening of the Campaign : The Armies took the Field; 
and the War was carry'd on in ſome Parts, in ſuch i 
Manner, as to give very juſt Apprehenſions, that it 
would unavoidably become genera}, from an abſolute 
Neceſſity of preſerving that Balance of Power, on which 
the Safety and Commerce of the Maritime Powers ſv 
much depend. | 
This Conſideration determined Me to perſevere, jointly 
with the States, in repeating our moſt earneſt Inſtances 
to the Contending Parties to agree to an Armiſtice, and 
to enter into a Negotiation for obtaining a general Peace, 
upon the Baſis of the Plan We had propoſed to them. 
Whilſt Aﬀairs continued in this State of Deliberation, 
the Heat and Fury of the War abated ; and the Emperor 
and the Moſt Chriſtian King, in Conſequence of their 
repeated Profeſſions of a ſincere Diſpoſition to put an End 
to the War, by an honourable and ſolid Peace, concerted 
and agreed upon certain preliminary Articles, to anſwer 
that moſt deſirable End. An Armiſtise is ſince agreed 
to by all the Parties engaged in the War; and the con. 
tracting Powers, in Regard to the good Offices employ'® 


** 
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by Me and the States, have communicated to Us, by 
their reſpective Miniſters, the Preliminaries, deſiring 
Our Concurrence for effectuating a general Pacificat ion, 
upon the Terms thereby ſtipulated. 

It appearing, upon due Examination, that theſe Arti- 
cles do not eſſentially vary from the Plan propoſed by 
Me and the States, nor contain anything prejudicial to 
the Equilibre of Europe, or to the Rights and Intereſts of 
Our reſpeAive Subjects; We have thought fit, in pur- 
ſuance of Our conſtant Purpoſe, to contribute Our Ut- 
moſt towards a general Pacification, to declare, by a joint 
Reſolution, to the Courts of Vienna and France, Our 
Approbation of the ſaid Preliminaries, and Our Readi- 
neſs to concur in a Treaty to be made for bringing them 
to Perfection. | 

Theſe Preliminaries have been likewiſe communicated 
to the Kings of Spain and of Sardinia ;, and altho' thoſe 
Princes have not as yet, in Form, declared their final 
Reſolutions upon them, there is great Reaſon to believe, 
that the Love of Peace, their avowed Diſpoſitions for 
putting an End to the Troubles of Europe, and the ami- 
cable Interpolition of common Friends, will prevail 
upon them to agree to what has been thus concerted, 
upon reaſonable Security given them for the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of the Countries allotted to 
them. 

In theſe Circumſtances, my firſt Care was to eaſe the 
Burthens of my People, as ſoon, and as far as Prudence, 
in the preſent Poſture of Affairs, would permit. I have 
therefore order'd a conſiderable Reduction to be made of 
my Forces both by Sea and Land; and, if the Influence 
of the Crown of Great Britain, and the Reſpect due to 
this Nation, have had any Share in com poſing the preſent 
Troubles in Europe, or preventing new ones, I am per- 
ſuaded you will be of Opinion, that it will be neceſſary 
to continue ſome extraordinary Expence, until there be 
a more perfect Reconciliation among the ſeveral Powers 
of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

I have order'd the proper Officers to lay before you the 
Eſtimates for the Service of the current Year; and I 
make no Doubt, but my Deſire to make the Charge of 
the Publick as low as poſſible, will find in you the ſame 
Readineſs to grant the neceſſary Supplies with Chear- 
fulneſs and Unanimity. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

I am willing to hope, this pleaſing Proſpe& of Peace 
abroad, will greatly contribute to Peace and good Har- 
mony at home, Let that Example of Temper and Mo- 
deration, which has fo happily calmed the Spirits of 
contending Princes, baniſh from among you all inteſline 
Diſcord and Diffention. Thofe who truly wiſh the 
Peace and Proſperity their Country, can never have a 


more favourable Opportunity than now offers, of diſſin- 
guiſhing themſelves, ' by declaring their Satisfaction in 


the Progreſs already made towards reſtoring the publick 


Tranquility, and in promoting what is fill neceſſary to 
bring it to Perfect ion. 


This Speech was immediately taken into Conſideration 
by the Houſe of Lords, and the fame being read to the 
Houſe, it was mov'd as follows, viz. To order that an 
humble Acdreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return 
the Thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious Speech 
trom the Throne : To expreſs the juſt Senſe this Houſe 
hath of his Majeſty's great Concern for the Balance of 
FEarope, his Vigilance to prevent a general War, and to 
maintain the Security and Commerce of his Kingdoms: 
I declare their Satisfaction in his Majeſty's Perſeve- 
rance to purſue theſe great Ends, by endeavouring to 
bring the Contending Powers to an Accommodation, and 
the well-prounded Hopes which they always conceived, 
that the good Offices of his Mijetty and the States Gene- 
ra! would be attended with real and beneficial Effects: 
To congratulite his Majeſty on the pleafing Proſpect of 
approaching Tranquility, and to expreſs the great Satil- 
fact ion of this Houſe upon the gracious Communication 
made in his Speech touching the Preliminary Articles 
between the Emperor and Fance, and the joint Refolu- 
tion taken thereupon by his Majeſty and the States: I" 
acknowledge. with the greateſt Gratitude, his Majeſtv's 
tender Care of his People, in preſerving, ty them the 
Bleſlngs of Peace, and to declare, that this Houſe ſees 
with Vleaiure, in our preſent Situation, the Happy Ef. 
fects of the extraordinary Supplies of late Years granted 
by Parliament : To return his Majeſty the Thanks of 
this Houſe. for the Orders given for a Reduction of his 
Fo ces; aſſuring him, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, that 
this Houſe will zealouſly and chearfully concur in all 
ſuch Merſures as ſhall be neceſſary to fecure the Safety 
of his Majeſty's Kingdoms, and to continue the juſt In- 

: ? fluence 


mu i S 
— 


No 84 5 for the Tear 1 736. 3 23 


fluence of his Crown amongſt the Powers abroad: To 
promiſe his Majeſty, that this Houſe will, to the utmoſt, 
promote good Harmony and Unanimity at home, and 
demonſtrate, by all their Actions, how much they have 
at Heart the effectual Support of his Majeſiv and his 
Government, the Preſervation of the Pro7eſtint Succeiſion, 
and the Peace and Proſperity of their Countrv. 

To this Motion feveral Objections were made, and in 
particular it was propoſed to leave out theſe Words in the 
fifth Paragraph, viz. And to declare that this Hyuſe ſees 
wit Pleaſure, in our preſent Situation, the happy Ftfets of 
tie extraordinery Supplies of late Years granted by Pariin- 
ments. 

The Arguments made Uſe of in Support of this A- 
mendment were in Subllance as follows: 


My Lords, 

Y the antient Uſage of this Houſe, no Speech from 

the Throne was ever taken into Conſideration the 
ſame Day it was made. Our Ancettors were not ſo com- 
plaiſant as to make any Compliments even to the Throne 
itſelf, without having firſt maturely weighed the Sub- 
Jet upon which they were to make their Compliments ; 
and therefore they always appointed a Day for taking 
his Majeſty's Speech into Conſideratioen; in order that 
thoſe Lords who knew nothing of the Spcech *till they 
heard it from the Throne, might have Time to peruſe it, 
and to confider what might properly be ſaid by Way of 
Return. This, my Lords, was the antient Cuſſom, and 
this I muſt think was more conſiſtent with the Honour 
and Dignity of this Houſe, than that Method we have 
lately fallen into, of taking his Majeſty's Speech imme+ 
diately into our Conſideration, and agreeing to ſuch an 
Addreſs as ſome Lords may be pleaſed to propoſe, betore 
we can poſſibly have Time to conſtder whether it be 
proper or not. For this Reaſon I could with we would 
return to our antient Cuſtom ; and inftead of »greeing or 
diſagreeing to the Motion now made, appoint a Day for 
taking his Majeſty's Speech into our Confideration, and 
order the Houſe to be fummoned for that Purpoſe. 

As I knew nothing of the Contents of his Majeſty's 
Speech *till I heard it from the Throne, it cannot be 
preſumed that I can ſlate my Object ions to the Addreſs 
now propofed, in ſuch a regular Manner as I might do, 
if a Nay. were appointed for our taking the Speech into 
Con ficleration: I believe there are a great many ALF 
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Lords in the ſame Circumſtances with me; and although 
we had, in a private Manner, been fully inform'd of the 
Contents of that Speech which was made, yet I do not 
think it regular, or conſiſtent with the Dignity of this 
Houſe, to proceed upon any ſuch private Information, 
As Members of this Houſe, we can have nothing under 
our Conſideration, nor ought we to form our Opinion or 
a Reſolution about any Thing, *till it has, in a proper 
and regular Manner, been laid before the Houſe ; and, 
in this Light, I am of Opinion none of your Lordſhips 
can ſay, that you have fully and maturely confidered the 
Speech now before you; for my own Part, I am ſure I 
cannot 3 but even from the little Time I have had to 
conſider the Speech and the Addreſs now moved for, I 
am ſure I cannot pretend to ſay that my Hopes have been 
anſwered by the Peace that has been concluded, or by 
any Thing elſe that has happened; for I muſt ſay, I 
could never form any Hopes from the Meaſures we have 
taken, or from any Account of our late TranſaQions that 
has ever been laid before this Houſe z and, I believe, 
there are many of your Lordſhips who have always been 
of the ſame Opinion with me; therefore, if we reſolve 
to mention in our Addreſs, any Thing about our Hopes, 
I think we ought to ſay, that by various hidden Cauſes, 
and extraordinary Incidents, Providence has been pleaſed, 
without any Merit in us, to bring about a Peace, far 
beyond our Hopes, and even contrary to our Expetta- 


tions. A Peace has, tis true, been brought about, but 


I am very certain we cannot ſay it is a good Peace for 
this Nation; and I am much afraid it will not be ſo 
Jaſting as ſome People may perhaps imagine. 

I know, my Lords, it has always been ſaid, that no 
Expreſflions in our Addrefs of Thanks for his Majeſty's 
molt gracious Speech from the Throne, can any Way tie 
up or controul the future Proceedings or Reſolutions of 
this Houfe, yet I hope we ſhall always take Care not to 
put any Expreſſion or Allegation in an Addreſs of this 
Houſe, which the Generality of the World knows to be 
falſe 3 and for this Reaſon JI cannot agree to put any 
Words into our Addreſs which may ſeem to inſinuate, 
that the Peace was owing to any Preparations made by 
us. or to any Supplies granted by former Parliaments. 
Can it be pretended that there is the leaſt Ground for any 
ſich Inſinuation? Can it be ſaid that our adding 6 or 
45200 Men to our Land Forces had ſo frightned France, as 
% make them give up any of thofe Pretenſions they bad 
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ſeriouſly at Heart? Can it be alledged, that our Squa- 
drons made them give up the Affair of Poland, when the 
whole World knows we never ſent ſo much as one Ship 
into the Baltick ? Or can it be ſaid that our Squadrons 
ſet Limits to any of their Deſigns in Italy, without ever 
appearing in the Mediterranean ? Whatever his Majeſty's 
Endeavours were, we may judge from the Event that he 
could have no Hand in the Peace that has been conclu- 
ded ; for I ara convinced, his Majeſty never did nor ever 
would uſe the leaſt Endeavours for annexing to the 
Crown of France for ever the whole Dominions of the 
Duke of Lorrain : This, my Lords, is a Ceſſion which 
this Nation, as well as the reſt of Europe, may ſoon have 
Reaſon to repent of: It is a Meaſure which I am ſure 
his Majeſty would never propoſe or countenance ; and if 
any of his Miniſters did ſo, I call upon them now to 
declare it: But I believe no one of them will dare to 
own any ſuch Thing; and as this was apparently the 
Motive which induced France to ſacrifice all her other 
Views, as well as mot} of the Views of her Allies, how 
can we ſay in our Addreſs, with any Appearance of 
Truth, that the Peace was owing to our Preparations, or 
any of his Majeſty's Endeavours ? Or how can we from 
thence declare, that we fee with Pleaſure, the happy 
Effects of the extraordinary Supplies of late Years granted 
by Parliaments ? Therefore, it your Lordſhips are reſol- 
ved to agree immediately upon an Addreſs of Thanks, 
I hope you will leave theſe Words out of your Addreſs ; 
for I cannot think any of your Lordſhips will ſay, you 
ſce with Pleaſure the Dominions of France enlarged, by 
the Acceſſion of ſuch an extenſive and convenient Coun- 
try as that of the Dutchy of Lorrain. 


For want of Room to finiſh this Debate, we ſhall cloſe 
this Number with the Addreſs which was carry'd with- 
out a Diviſion, and agreed te as follows: 


The humble Addreſs of the Right Honourable the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled. 


Die Jovis, 15 Januarii, 1735. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects. 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
allembled, beg Leave to return your Majeſty our fincere 
h gud 
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and moſt humble Thanks for your moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne, The Experience ½e have had of your 
Majeſty's juſt Apprehenfions of the Conſequences of the 
War, and of your Vigilance to prevent its becoming ge. 
neral, filled our Minds with the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, 
that the Preſervation of the Balance of Power, and of 
the Safety and Commerce of your Kingdoms, are the 
governing Motives of your Majeſty's Conduct. 
' Fheſe Prinziples, truly worthy of a King of Gre 
Britain, we have feen cxerted with a Perfeverance ſupe. 
rior to all Difficulties, by your uninterrupted Endea. 
vours to bring the contending Powers to an Accommida- 
tion, in order to the obtaining a general Peace: Ard 
when we conſidered your Majeſty's Firmneſs, and the 
Weight which this Nation ought to have in the Affairs 
of Furope, we always Conceived well-grounded Hopes, 
that your Royal Wiidom, and the good Offices employ'd 
by your Majeſty, in Conjunction with the States-Gene- 
ral. would be attended with real and benficial EffeRs, 

Permit us, Sir, on this Occaſion, to congratulate your 
Majeſty upon the agreeable Proſpett of an approaching 
Tranquility, which you have had the Goodneſs to lay 
before us; and to profcſs the great Satisfation we feel, 
on your having communicated to us, that the Prelimi. 
nary Articles agreed upon between the Emperor and 
the Moſt Chriſtian King, appeared, upon a due Exami- 
nation, to be ſuch as induced your Majeſty and the 
States, by a joint Reſolution, to declare your Approbs. 
tion thereof, and your Readineſs to concur in a Treaty to 
be made for bringing this Work to Perfection. 

The Union and Harmony, which hath ſo happily 
ſubſiſled between your Majeſty and that Republick, will, 
we truſt, be productive of ſuch further good Conſequen- 


Ces, as may effectuate a general Pacification : And the 


glorious Example which your Majeſty hath heid forth 
to other Princes, of preferring the Love of ſolid and 
honourable Peace, to the Views of reſtleſs Ambition, 
ogether with the amicable Interpoſition of com mon 
Friends, will, we doubt not, prevail entirely to put an 
End to the preſent Troubles, 

Your Majeſty's tender Care of your People, in pre- 
ſerving to them the Bleſſings of Peace, whilſt other 
Countries have been harraffed with War, calls for. our 
moit thankful Acknowledgments, which we beg Leave 
to lay at your Royal Fect, | 
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The extraordinary Supplies of Jate Vears neceſſarily 
niſed by your Parliament, however unwilling to bur- 
then their Fellow Subjects, have been the Reſult of their 
juſt Confidence, that all Powers repoſed in your Majeſty, 
would be made Uſe of only for the Honour of your 
Crown, and the Welfare of your People. 

It is with the greateſt Pleaſure we now ſee the happy 
Effects of theſe Meafures, in our preſent Situation; nor 
could we entertain the leaſt Doubt, but that your Ka 
jelly would improve the firſt Opportunity to leſſen this 
We: as far as Prudence and the Poſture of Affairs 
would permit. In this View, we beg Leave to return 
our unfeigned Thanks for the Orders which your Maje- 
ly hath graciouſly been pleaſed to give, for making a 
conſiderable Reduction of your Forces, both by Sea and 
Land ; and we cannot accompany thoſe Thanks with a 
more becoming Proof of our Gratitude, than by aſſuring 
your Majeſty, as we moſt ſincerely do, that we will 
zealouſly and chearfully concur in all ſuch Meaſures, as 
hall be neceſſary to maintain the Security of your King- 
toms, and to continue the juſt Influence of your Crown 
imong the Powers abroad. 

We are deeply ſenſible of your Majeſty's unweary'd 
Labours to make us a happy People. Nothing ſhall be 
wanting on our Part to render thoſe paternal Labours 
efeQtual, by promoting good Harmony and Unanimity 
it home, and by demonſtrating in all our Actions, how 
fedfaſtly we have at Heart, the zealous and vigorous 
Support of your Majeſty and your Government; the 
Preſervation of the Proteſtant Succeſhon in your Royal 
Houſe, and the Peace and Proſperity of our Country. 


” Cont eo „ e— — — 
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The Bill of Mortality for the Tear 1726, 


V the General Bill of all the Burials in this City 

and Suburbs, from the gth of December 1735, to 
the th of December 1736, it appears, that in the 9) 
Pariſhes within the Walls, were bury'd 2398. 


And in the five largeſt Out-Pariſhes, as follows, viz, 


S. Dunſtan Stepney 1093 |S. Martin in the Fields 142 
S. Giles Cripplegate 640 S. James Weſtminſter 12343 
S. Giles in the Fields 1215 | | 


Caſualties this Year. 


Broken Limbs 3 | Made away themſelves 6; 
Burnt 3 | Murder'd q 
Drown'd 120} Overlaid 10% 
Exceſſive Drinking 64 | Scalded 
Executed 8 ; Starv'd 3 
Found dead 35 | Strangled 
Kill'd by Falls, and ſe- | | 


veral other Accidents 38 | 


In all 455. 


Aged 1918, Convulſions 7924. Fever 3361. Small 
Pox 3014. 


Chriſten'd, Males 8471. Females 8020. In all 16491. 
Buried, Males 13695. Females 13886. In all 275%: 


Increas'd in the Burials this Year 4243. 


{THE 
Chronological Diary 
For the Year 1736. 


CONTAINING 


The moſt remarkable Tranſactions 
and Events, as well Civil as Military, 
and Domeſtick as Foreign, vis. Re- 
movals, Promotions, Births, Deaths, 
Marriages, Ge. that happen'd during 
the Courſe of that Year. 


LONDON: 
Printed by S. Nev 1LL, i the Old-Buify, 1736 


* 


— 


EE DS as . 
— = - 


racks. 


- — —— at PR . — 2 — — — — — — 
— _ . — -— ” - — — — — — — — — —— — - — — 2, - ww 
” = 4 *. — w — — — —_— — 
* — a> —_— . 
— — — — 
7 WA 
" 
— — 15 
— —— 2 — — 2 , — * — — — . = q 
- — * {ILL «Ba 8 - — — —— - * 
— — g 1 * — —— — * — — —— 
Rs A — pans W FI < - 
— —— 4-4 — — = * : — 
* 
, . . 9 - * xz » — n , 
DES ee aa . — a "ip 
» = 2 
2 


T H E 
Chronological Diary, &c. 


Continuation of Preferments in December, 1735. 


Pe Jennings, Eſq; made Secondary of the Poultry 
Compter, in the Room of his Brother, who reſign'd. 

James Coventry Bulkeley of Burgate in Hampſhire, Eſqs 
choſen Verdurer of the new Foret} in that County. 

George Whitehorn, Eſq; made Captain of one of the In- 
dependent Companies at Jamaica. 

Philip Lucas, Eſq; made a Captain in General Sutton's 
Regiment of Foot. | 

Thomas Evans of Newport in Hampſhire, Eſqy made a 
Captain in the Blue Regiment of Horſe Guards. 

The Rev. Mr. Brewſton, preſented to the Rectory of 
St. Mary Watts near Briſto!, worth 200 l. per Ann. 

Mr. Rawlins made Regiſter of Barbadoes, in the Room 
of Robert Warren, Eſq; 

Counſellor Clayton of the Temple, appointed Deputy - 
Steward of Veſtminſter, in the Room of John Lotton, Elq; 
who reſign'd. | 

Mr. Latman appointed Page of the Preſence to the 
Prince, in the Room cf Mr. We/ifall, made Gentleman 
of the Ewry. 

Mr. Samuel Gibbons appointed Stationer to the Prince ot 
Wales, in the Room of Jacob TJonſan, Eſq; deceas'd. 

Mr. Charles Townly, created i 

York. ez 

The Right Hon. the Lord Shannon, made General of 
the Horſe: And, | | 
The Marqueſs of Montandre, General of the Fort 


Lieutenants General. | Henry Crowe, 
Lord Mark Kerr, 
Robert Napier, 
Robert Dalzel!, 
James Dormer, 
Tomas Panton. 


Richard Sutton, 
Andrew Biſſet, 
Humphry Gore, 
Philip Honywood, 
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Andrew de Boiſmorell, 
Majors-General. Richard Kane, 
Charles Cockburne, 
Sir James Wood, James Douglaſs, 
Albert Borgard, James Campbell, 
Francis Columbine, Clement Nevuill, 
Richard Franks, Sir Join Arnott, 
Charles Churchill, William Hargrave, 
William Barrell, Henry Cornwall, 
Jaſper Clayton, Henry Harriſon, 
Piercy Kirke, Edward Montagu, 
Paul de Gually, Thomas Howard, 
John Moyle, John Cope, 
Gervais Parker, John Middleton, 
James Tyrrel, John Ligonier, 
Edmund Fielding, | Peter Campbell, 
John Peter Desbordes, John Orfeur, 
William Kerr, James Scott, 
Earl of Hertford, | Thomas Fones, 
Sir Robert Rich, Richard Philips, 
David Montolieu Baron de] Roger Handaſyd, 
St. Hippolite, Henry Hawley, 
Lord Dunmore, John Armfirong, 
Lord Scarborough, Lord Tyrawley, 
Duke of Montagu, | 2 Gueſt, 
Lord Pembroke, rd Catherlogh, 
Lord Moleſaorth, Sir Adolphus Qughton, 
Lord Harrington, Lord Cat heart, 
Charles Otway, 
Brigadiers-General. Robert Murray, 
William Cosby, 
Jon Cavalier, Henry Berkley, 
Balthazar Foixac, Phineas Bowles, 
Sir Daniel Carroll. I Lord Cadogan, 
Theodore Vezey, I uilip Anſtruther, 
SHERIFFS appointed hy his Majefly for the Year 
enſuing. 
Fir ENGLAND, 
Red ford John Crawley, £/q; 
Berks Robert Gayer, Eg; 
Bucks John Pollard, E/q; 
Cambr* and Hunt Jeremiah Riſt, &/2; 
Creſhire William Dodd, Eq; 


Cumberland John Dalſtan, £/; 
8 Derbyſhire 


* 
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Derbyſhire Godfrey Watkinſon, Eſq: 
Devonſhire Samuel Rolle, E/q; 
Dorſetfaire Samuel Serrell, Eſq; 


Liſex 

dare er lire John Gladwin, E/q; 
Herefordſhire 

Hertfordſhire John Dean, Eſq; 

Kent Abraham Spencer, E/; 


Leiceſter ſhixe Charles Boſuille, E/q, 
Linolnſhire Joſeph Banks, F; 
Monmouthſhire William Boomer, E /i; 
Norfolk William Henry Fleming, E/q; 
Northamptonſhire William Wake Jones, E/q; 
Northumberland Henry Gray, Eſq; 
Nottinghamſhire 

ford hire Sir Edward Cobbe, Bart. 
lutlandſhire George Cooke, Eſq; 

iropſhire 

imer/etſhire Orlando Johnſon, E/; 
uam pt on John Butler, E.; 
tffordſhire Charles Baldwin, E/q; 


K John Currance, E/q; 
ry Joſeph Chitty, E/q; 
* Henry Lintott, E/q; 
Warwickſhire John Matthews, E/q; 
Vilthire Ed. Mortimer, E/q; 
Worceſterſhire Iſaac Snow, E/q; 
lorkſhire 


For SOUTH WALES. 
Brecon, Thomas Chamberlain, Eg; 
larnarthenſuire William Penry, £/q; 
rdiganſhire Bennet Dyer, E/q; 
Clanorganſhire Hopkin Rees, E/; 
lenhrokeſhire 
Radnorſhire John Williams, E/; 


Fir NORTH WALES. 
Anglefea Richard Roberts, E/q; 
arnarvonſhire Humphry Owen, E.; 
Denbizhfhire Edward Lloyd, E/q: 
Firthive Humphry Parry. EY; 
erionethſhire John Mytton, E/q; 
Mntgomeryſhire Edward Glynn, E/; 


Marriages, 
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Marriages. 

William Morgan of Richmond, Eſq, marry'd to Mit; 
Emer fon of Holly Port, Berkfhire, a Fortune of 15009 1, 

William Shaww. of Chelſea, Eſq; to Miſs Lane of Ree. 
hampton, a Fortune of 14000“. 

The Rev. Dr. Moore, to Miſs Maud, with a Fortune of 
10000 “. 

The Right Hon. the Counteſs Dowager of Pyſert, ty 
| Warren of Cheſhire, Eſq; 

Pinkney Wilkinſon, Merchant, to Miſs Thurloe, a young 
Lady with 30,0007. Fortune. 

Ambroſe Gower, Eſq; to Miſs Knizht, with 80001, and 
2001. a Lear. 

Kendrick Clayton, Eſq; to Miſs Herring, with 20,000, 

Ralph Pannel, Eſq; to Miſs Conſtantia Ereskine, Niece 
to Duke Hamilton, and a Fortune of 240001. | 

James Titus of Southwark, Hop-Merchant, to Mil 
Forth of Putney, with 14000 J. 

Thomas Clench of Kemskott, Oxfordſhire, Eſq; to Miſs 
Atkins, with 160001. 

Richard Page, Eſq; to Miſs Anne Herne, with 12cool, 

Jacob Morgan of Iſleworth, Eſq; to Miſs Fotnerby cf 
Richmond, worth 12000. 

Thomas Glad man of Barnet, Eſq; to Miſs Lane, with 
- 8c00 J. and 200 J. a Year. 

John Reynolds of Haſtings, Eſq; to Mrs. Malden, with 
15000 J. 

Joſiak Hawood of Stretham, Eſq; to Miſs Brougiton, 
with 150007. = 

George Shelley of Broxholm, Oxfordſhire, Eſq; to Mils 
Ladyman, with 7oool. | 

George Hook of Leaves, Eſq; to Miſs Humphreys, with 
Sooo. „ 

William Lacey of Lymington, Hampſhire, Eſq; to Miss 
Meyers, with 80001. ; 

Dr. Butts, Biſhop of Norwich, to Miſs Reynolds. 

Mr. John Blackall, a Wholeſale Grocer, to Miſs Kirby, 
with 6000 l. 

Samuel Byam, Merchant, to Miſs Grace Warner of El. 
tham in Kent, with a conſiderable Fortune. 

George Capel of Watford, Eſqz to Miſs Jane Ruſel of 
Harrow on the Hill, with 8000 [. 

Charles Buckworth, Eſq; to Miſs Brockley, with $09 l 

George Laws of Wiccomb, Bucks, Eſq; to Miſs Cle of 
Che!/ea, with 6000 l. | 


Join 
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John * of Par ſon's Green, Eſq; to Miſs Cliftor, 


John Beſtock of Maidenhead, Eſq; to Miſs Edwards, an 


Heireſs, with 160007. Fortune. 

George Ogle, Eſq; to Miſs Frances Twy/den, Daughter 
of the late Sir Thomas Tuyſden of Eaſt-Packham in Kent. 

Stephen Lowther of Lancaſter, Eſq; to Miſs Houghton of 
croſvenor: ſtreet. 

Mr. Samuel Criſp, to Miſs Hudſon, with 69001. 

Iſaac Fagg, Eſq; to Miſs Bird, with 50001. 

Mr. Hopkins, Timber-Merchant, to Miſs Blacey, with 
cool. 
, Champion Beale, Eſq; to Miſs Wil/on. 

Edward Cadroſs, Eſq; to Miſs Ferrey of Cumberland. 


Births. 


INM 


dal 


The Hon. Mrs. Toaunſhend, Wile to Col. Town/hend, 
Gifely deliver'd of a Daughter. | 

The Right. Hon. the Lord Naſſau Paulet's Lady deli- 
ver'd of a Son, 


The Lady of Sir Robert Groſvenor, Bart. brought to 
bed of a Daughter. | 

The Right Hon. the Lady Viſcounteſs Torrington, of a 
Son and Heir. 


The Right Hon. the Lord Monſon's Lady deliver'd of a 
don and Heir. | 0 

The Hon. James Brudenel's Lady, of a Son. N. 

The Wife of Thomas Hunter, Eſq; Son to the late Go- 
rernor Hunter, deliver'd of a Daughter. 


Deaths. 
Dy'd of a Fall from his Horſe, Edward Baldwin of 
lhrewsbur y, Eſq; 


— Mr, Monicot, a rich Apothecary, of Greek-ſtrcez, 
near Soho-Square. | 

— Mr. John Ellis, one of the Chaplains of Nes 
lullege, Oxford, much eſteemed for his fine Voice, and 
zenteel Manner of Singing. 

— The Right Hon. Mary Baroneſs Dowager Foley, 
Mother of the preſent Lord Baron Foley. | 

— At Edinburgh the Right Hon. the Counteſs Dowager 
F Airly, Wiſe of Sir Alexander Macdonald of Slate, Bart. 
— At Bath, John Ruſſel, Eſq; Brother to the late 
ajor-General Ruſſel, Governor of Fort William in Ben- 
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Dy'd at Dublin, the Right Rev. Father in God, D- 
Edward Tenniſon, Lord Biſhop of Offory in Ireland. 

— Mrs. Turner, a rich Widow Lady, of Queen-Squy, 
by Ormord-ſtreet. 

— Mrs. Arabella Byerley, one of the Daughters and 
Coheireſſes of Col. Byerley of Goldsborough in Yorkſhire, 

-— The Right Hon. Anne Lady Viſcounteſs Palye- 
ſton of the Kingdom of Ireland. 

— At Bath, Sir William Stanton, formerly Captain of 
a Man of War, | 

— The Right Rev. Father in God, Dr. Thomas Tir 
ner, Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph, and Canon of Chil ; 
Church, Oxen. 

— The Rev. Nicholas Zinzeino, M. A. formerly Rec 
tor of St. Martin's Outavich, which he choſe to relind 
quiſh, rather than take the Oaths at his late Majeſty 
Acceſſion. 

— Thomas Horne, Eſq; Accomptant-Genera! to the 
Poſt-Office. 
£-4— Sir Hrouunlom Sherrard, Bart. 
" — James Drumond of Derbyſhire, Eſq; formerly a great 
Turkey Merchant, worth 50, 00 J. j 

— At Boulogn in France, the Hon. Henry Bertie, Eſq; 
Brother to the Right Hon. the Earl of Abingdon. 

— At Dublin, the Lady Jane Douglaſs, Relict of Si 
Robert Douglaſs of Glenberry in Scotland, who being Co 
lJonel ef the Regiment of Foot now commanded by th 
Earl of Orkney, was kill'd at the Battle of Szeenkirt it 
Flanders, in the Year 1692. 

— The Right Hon. Sir Robert Eyre, Kt. Lord Chief 
Juſtice of his Majeſty's: Court of Common-Pleas, anc 
one of the Governors of the #hartery-houſe. „ 

— Peter Beckford, Eſq; in Jamaica, worth 300,000! 

— Miſs Holton, Daughter of — Holton of Far 
Caſtle, Wilts, Eſq; a great Fortune. 

»— Thumas Neale of Mortlack, Surrey, Eſq; 

— George Nood ward, Eſq; Envoy at Warſaw. 

-- Ecwater Vernon, near Worcefter, Eſq; 

— At Bari, Philip Swinford, Eſq; 

— — Finch of Tenterden, Kent, Eſq; 

— At Preſton, Glouceſterſhire, Capt. Roger Mower . 

— At Stonely, Warwickfhire, George Bradſhaw L4 
Eſq; aged 90. : 

— Robert Goodſhaw of Maideniead, Eſq; lately marry" 
to a great Fortune. 

— George Godain of Glamorgan, Efqs 


1 
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Dy'd at Brompton, Andrew Holyhead, Eſq; 

— The Rev. Mr. Darby, Rector of Comb in Suffolk. 

— Samuel Oliver of Denbighſhire, Eſq; juſt as he came 
of Age to an Eſtate of 3000 4 a Year. 

— George Warcham of Shrewsbury, Eſq; he had lately 
marry'd a Fortune of 12,0007. 

— Hugh Griffith, Vicar of Betelworth, Surry. 

— At Weſtminſter, George Ayloff,, Eſq; 

— Mr. Hollis, Governor of Guy's Hoſpital. 

— The Rev. Nathaniel Collington, M. A. Rector of 
Pluckley in Kent. | | 

— The Rev. Mr. John Burton, M. A. Vicar of Selling 
near Fever/ſham in Kent. 

— Mr. Forman, an eminent Haberdaſher in Cheapſide. 

— Francis Eyles of Eary/hill, Somerſetſhire, Eſq; a Di- 
rector of the South-Sea Company, Anno 1720. 

— Capt. George Fiſhard, drown'd in the Thames. 

— Samwel Roubrey of Colebrook, Eſq; worth 200,000 1. 

— Dr. Sizthorpe, lately come from Ireland. 

— The Rev. Mr. Eden, Vicar of Hartburne in Nor- 
thumberland, aged go. 

— Mr. Abraham Rudhall, a very eminent Bell-Founder 
in Glouceſter, y 

— Frederick Tully of Berks, Eſq; 

— Thomas Peploe of Sackwille-ftreet, Eſq; 

— George Spencer Frazier of Cornwall, Eſq; 

— At Norwich, the Rev. Mr. John Cropps. 

— James Elding of Cambridgeſhire, Eſq; 

— Jeſeph Rogers of Worceſter, Eſq; 

—- Mr. John Elliot, a very conſiderable Merchant. 

— At Haerlem in Holland, John Clovey of Lancaſter, Eq; 

— Thomas Taton of Bucks, Eſq; 

— Tofeph Dighy of Huntingdon, Eſq; 

— Tohn Holgate of Hertfordſhire, Eſq; 

— George Philips of Apulby, Weſtmoreland, Eſq; 

— At Ludlow in Shropſhire, John Wiſe, Eſq; 

— At Penryn, Cornwall, Edward Bendijh, Eſq; 


JANUAR. 1736. 


Preferments. 

Mr. George Jackſon, a private Gentleman in the Firſt 

Troop of Life-Guards, made Captain of a Company in 
Col. Kane's Regiment of Foot at Minorca. 

Robert Trevor, Eſq; appointed Secretarv to his Maje- 

ty's extraordinary Embaſſy bw the States General, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Lyons, appointed a Surveyor of the Window-Lights 
for the Tower- Hamlets. 

John Searle, Eſq; made Accomptant-General of the 
Poſt-Office. | 

William Greaves of the Inner-Temple, Eſq; made Wri. 
ter to the Great Seal. 

William Clavering, Eſq; made Captain of a Company 
in General Dormer's Regiment of Foot in Ireland. 

His Majeſty having erefted a new Poſt of Honour, 
under-the Title of Field-Marſhal of the Armies of Great 
Britain, conferr'd the ſame on his Grace the Duke af 
Argyle, and the Right Hon. the Earl of Orkney. 

' George Bere, Eſq; made a Captain in the Royal Regi. 
ment of Grey Dragoons, commanded by Colonel James 
Camfbell. | 
Capt. Thomas Balgrave, made Major of Col. Hamilton's 
Regiment of Foot. 

Mr. Charles Shaw, formerly a China Man in Cheapfidt, 
made Comptroller of the Cuſtoms at Whitehaven in Cum. 
berland. 

Thomas Reeve, Eſq; one of the Juſtices of the Court 
of Common-Pleas, made Lord Chief Juftice of the aid 
Court. | | | 

Sir John Comyns, Kt. one of the Barons of the Exche- 
quer, made one of the Juſtices of the Court of Common 
Pleas. And, 4: 

William Forteſcue, Eſq; Attorney-General to the Prince 
of Wales, and Member of Parliament for Newport in 
Hamf/hire, made one of the Barons of the Exchequer. 

George Goodwin, Eſq; made Captain of a Company in 
General Kirk's Regiment of Foot at Gibraltar. | 

Capt. Henry Parton, of the Queen's Royal Regiment 
of Horſe, made one of the Equeries to his Majeſty. 

Robert Pauncefort, Eſq; made Attorney-General, and 
Richard Hollins, Eſq; Solicitor-General to the Prince cf 
Wales. | 


r. Maddox, Clerk of the Cloſet to Majeſty, ade 
Biſho Landaff,, in the Room of Dr. Harris, tranſla- 
ted to the St. A/aph, in the Roomiof Dr. Tanner, 


deceas'd. | 

His Grace the Duke of Leeds, appointed a Lord of his 
Majeſty's Bedchamber. 

Lord Charles Hay, made a Captain of Dragoons in 
Trelard. 88 

Ce pt. Murean, made Lieutenant - Colonel of Colonel 
Middieton's Regiment, | 

3 Capt. 


3 
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Capt. Eluill, appointed to the Command of a Compa- 
ny in Col. Philips's Independent Regiment in America. 
Duke of Montagu, ſworn one of his Majeſty's Moſt 
Hon, Privy Council. | | 


Sheriffs appointed. 
Eſſex 54 William Dawtrey, E/q; 
Nottinghamſhire Acton Burnell, E.; 
Shropſhire Thomas Lloyd, Eq; 
Staffordſhire Ralph Adderley. E/q; 
Wilt/hire Richard Baskerville, Ei; 
Yorkſhire James Huſtler, E/q; 


Pembrokeſhire William Philips, E/q; 


Mr. Serjeant Eyre, appointed one of his Majeſty's Ser- 
jeants at Law. 

Chambre Lewis, Eſq; made Aſſiſtant-Comptroller- Gene- 
ral of the Cuſtoms and Salt Duty in Scotland. 

Mr. George Marſhal, made Comptroller of the Cuſtoms 
at Plymouth, 

The Earl of Wigton appointed his Majeſty's Chamber- 
lain for the County of Fife in Scotland. | 
Earl of Crawfurd, Lord Lieutenant of Eaſt Lothian in 
Scotland, | 

Henry Cobham, Eſq; Maſter of the Robes in the King- 
dom of Ireland. 

Robert Willimot, Eſq; declared Alderman of Lime. ſtrect 
Ward, in the Room of Sir Richard Hopkins, deceas'd. 
Don Lewis, youngeſt Son of the King of Spain, lately 
made Archbiſhop of Toledo, has been fince made a Car- 
dinal, tho? but in the ninth Year of his Age. 

Dr. Haley made one of the Prebendaries of Wincheſt-r. 
and Dean of Ghicheſter, in the Room of Dr. Newey, de- 
ceas'd. | 

Mr. Jenkins made Reader of the Royal Chapel at St. 
James's, in the Room of Mr. Clarke, who reſign'd. 


Marriages. 
Lord North and Guilford, marry'd to the Lady Vit. 
counteſs Lewiſham. Siſter to Sir Join Kay, Bart. 
John Tilly of Eaſt Donyland, Eſq; to the Relict of R3- 
chard Marlh of Malden, Eſq; with 3001. per Ann. 
— Haliburton of Pitcur in Scotland, Eſq; to Miſs 
Burnet, only Child of Ge rt Burnet, Eſq; one of the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, a 12000 !, Fortune, 
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Jacob Wright of Wandſworth, Eſq; to Miſs Porwis of 
Higham Ferrers, Nort erland, with 120001. 

James Hamilton of Dunbar ton, Scotland, Eſq; to Miſs 
Jane Briſtow of New Bond-flreet, with 10,0001. 

Truelove Morlack, Eſq; to Miſs Henrietta Pool, 8ooo 1. 

George Philips of Dover, Efqz to Miſs Freeman of 
Brompton, a Fortune of 12000. 

Sir John Barnard of Huntingtonſhire, Bart. to the 
youngeſt Daughter of Sir Francis St. John of A Wed 
tor/hire, Bart. a Lady of 36,0001, Fortune. 

Dodding Da, Eſq; to Miſs Louiſa Coat ſauarth, with 
20,0000. 

Capt. Mickleſon, to Miſs Ingoldsby, with 8000 l. 

Mr. Thomas Steele of Caſtle-yard, to Miſs Owen of 
Chancery-lane, with io, ooo l. 

Jolin Bromaqvel Janes, Eſq; to Miſs Holden of Steprey, 
with 10, 00 J. 

—— Keuberry of Hammer ſmith, Eſq; to Miſs Jane 
Allen, a Fortune of 13000]. 

Nathaniel Boes of Surry, Eſq; to Miſs Frances Polts, 
Fortune of 120000, 

William Fielding of Kenſington, Eſq; to Miſs Lake ef 
Brompton, with 80001. 

Arthur Chetwway, Eſq; to Miſs Louiſa Ongley of Midale- 
ſex, a Fortune of 150007. 

Dr. Chance, an eminent Phyſician, to Miſs Molly Ta- 
kourdin, with 8001. 

Edward Hales, Eſq; Brother to Sir Chriſtopher Hales, 
to Miſs Bertie. 

— Fulks, Ein; to Miſs Vilſon, Daughter of Col. 
Wilfon of Delahaye Street, Veſtninſter. 

Ian, Eſq; Counſellor at Law, and Mem- 
ber of the Iriſh Parliament, to Miſs Reeves of Dublin, 
with a conſiderable Fortune. 

Capt. Jacob Robinſon) of the Royal Repiment of Horſe 
commanded by the Duke of Argyle, to Mrs; Murray of 
Staines, a Widow Lady. 

Charles Lutterel of "Scotland Yard, Eſa; to Miſs Laws 
of Iſleworth. | 
James Gage of Petworth in Suſſex, Eſq; to Miſs Mary 
Robinſon, Dapghter of Gilbert Robinſon of Fulham, Eſq; 


Births. , 
The Lady of Sir Robert Brown, Bart. Member of Par- 
liament for e in Samerſetftins, brought to Bed of 
2 Daughter. | | The 


; 
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The Right Hon. the Counteſs of Glenorchy, ſafely de- 
liver'd of a Son. | | 

The Right Hon. the Lady Miſeeunteſs Baltimore in 
the Kingdom of Ireland, deliver'd of a Daughter. 

The Lady of Sir James Wood, of a Daughter. 

1 Deaths. 1 

Dy'd Craven Kinnerſley, Eſq; late High Sheriff for Staf- 
furdſhire, of a Shot in his Thigh, from a Gun which the 
Keeper of his Park having laid down, was. diſcharged by 
a Greyhound running over it. His Thigh was cut off, 
and his Greom's Arm, which was ſhot. through by the 
{me Bullet, but he is regover'd. 

— At Amfterdam, Mon. Le Clerc, Profeſſor of Phi- 
lfophy and Hiſtory, well known for the Number of 
curious Trafts he has publiſh'd. He was about 79 Years 
of Age, being born on the 1ſt of March, 1657, and has 
Jeſt Books enough of his own compiling, to furniſh out 
god Librar 7. 

Mr. Jenkins, Steward to the Right Hon. Sir Robert 
Walpole. 

— Sir Richard Hopkins, Kt. Alderman of Lime. ſtreet 
Ward, Sub-Governer of the South-Sea Company, Gover- 
nor of the Londen Aſſurance Company, and ſenior Al- 
lerman below the Chair, worth 100.0001. 
tor The Lady Jane Bell, Relic of Sir Hugh Bell, at 

Kheſter, 

I, Manley, Eſq; Poſt-Maſter General of Ireland, 
it Dublin, 

- James Halſey, Eſq; Serjeant of his Majeſty's Aca- 
fry, aged go. 

= C — Cornwall, Eſq; a Turkey Merchant. 

— Edward Southwell, Eſq; Captain of Grenadiers in 
General Dormer's Regiment. | 

= Sir Everard Lowthorp of the Kingdom of Ireland, 
En n of . Rang 4 A 

— Lady Alton e of Sir &a Mon, near Man- 
teſter. . je . 53 N g 

— Sir Bulftrode Peachy, Mr worth 200, 000 J. : 

> Lady Eyre, Relict of Sir Charles Eyre of Kew Green. 

= Lady of Sir Edward Hare, Bart, g gr 4 

=> Captain Harris at Mile-End. | 

— The Lady Catharine Sheldon, Wife of John Sheldon 
if Croydon, Eſq; Reliet of Williew Phipps, Eſq; (Son of 
dir Conſtantine Phipps) and Daughter of her Grace the 
Dutcheſs of Buckingham, by her firit Husband the Earl of 
drgeſea, | 

Þy'd 


— 
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Dy'd, Mr. Johs White, a Butcher in Newgate- Marker, 
worth 19,0000. 

— Major. General Sutton's Lady, in Queen reet. 

— Sir Criſtopher Muſgrove, Bart. at Eden. Hall, Ne. 
ruumberland. 

Stephen Martin Leake of Mile. end, Ef and old Com- 
mander of the Navy. 

{« 2 ir fats How of Wilts, Bart. | 
r. Pontifex, a Farmer: ſhot dead and robb'd, going 
em High: Witomb.” 
[ Mes, Elizabeth Hooke, Reliet of Hooke, Ei; 
formerly a Welch Judge. She was Diner to the fr 
mous Major-General Lambert, * 
L Mr. Wilcox, Clerk of the Vintners Company. 

— At his Seat of Ochrertire, Perthſhire, Sir Patric 
Murray, n | 
L At his Houſe at Fulham, Henry Howard, Eſq; 

— At Hamſtead, Join Huggins, jun. Eſq; 

[ Lady Vitcounteſs Dowager Ling ſtand, Mother to 
the Lord Viſcount King ſtand, in Ireland. 

D Thomas Liell, Eſq; many Mears Captain, and ſome- 
time Commodore in the Royal Navy, 

E Lady Eowther, Wife of Sir Wiltiom Lowther, Bart. 

— At Binfietd, Berks, aged 90, Robert Lee, Eſq; f. 
nor Verdurer of ind for Foreſt. 

— At Thames Ditton, the Lady Burton, ReliRt of the 
late Sir Francis Burton, Bart. 

— Thomas Cpaterich, Eſq; formerly a Captain * the 
Nav 

5 Mrs. Boſwarth, Mother of John Boſworth, Eſq; 
Chamberlain of Tone, 

— At Dublin, the Counteſs Diwiger af Fingall. 

— Mr, Charles Hendron, an eminent Italian Mer. 
chant. 

— Mr. Springaze'l,, A noted and wealthy Apothecity 
in Tiames-ſtreeh © 

— At Paris, Sir William Kenne dy af Mount Kennedy | in 
the Kingdom of Ir land, Bart. 

'— At Woolwich in Kent, George Simipſon, Efq; formet!y 
a Captain in the Navy. 

— At Lambeth, the Lady Hall, Relis of the late Sir 

Thomas Hall, Kt. 
At Bo ton i in 15 alnſhire, Roger Cale, Eſq; formerly 
Deputy- Governor of Guernſey and Cornet Caſtle. * 
E At Dublin, the Lady Belle u, Reli& of Sir ic Jobs 
$ellew, Bart. 


Dy 1 


2 f the Lr 1736. 13 

_Dy'd, at Wells in Somerſetfhire, Nathaniel Gib bons, Efqs 
who had been one- of the Gentlemen Ulhers to King 
William. 

— At Stratford in Eſſex, Capt. John Weck, formerly 
a Captain in the Navy 

— At Bath, Col. Joſeph Smith, Captain of a Company 


of Invalids, and ſome Time Aid de Camp to his Jate 
Majeſty. 


Long of the County of Devon, Eſq; one of 
the Clerks to the Auditors of the Impreft. 


— Norreys Fins of Linco!r/hire, Eſq; an old Nonjuror. 
F E B RUARY. 


Preferments. 

— Kellet, Eſq; appointed Gentleman Uſher and 
Quarterly Waiter to his Majeſty. 

Peter Montroſe, Eſq, made Captain of a Company in 
the Regiment of Iriſi Fuſileers. 

Sir Marmaduke Wyville, Bart. made Poſtmaſter Genera! 
of Ireland. 

The Hon. Arthur Hill, Eſq; and Mr. Brode- 
rick, Son of the Rev. Dr. Broderick, one of the Preben- 
daries of We /tminfter, appointed Joint-Regiſters of Deeds 
and Conveyances in Ireland. 

Thomas Wilſon, jun, of St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter. Eſq; 
made one of the Clerks to the Office of Privy Seal, and 
Clerk of the Court of Requeſts. 

Fohn Strange of the Middle Temple, Eſq: appointed 
one of his Majeſty's Counſel learned in the Law. | 


Samuel! Long, Eſq; appointed Regiſter of the Warrants 
in the Port of London. 


a Biſhop of Manz pre- 
ſented-te-the Rectory of- St. Ledaſt, Fofter-tane, London. > 

Mr. Richard Hazard made chief Examiner at the Ex- 
ciſe Office, for the Duties on Soap, Callicoe, Oc. 

Thomas Burges, Eſq; made a Captain in the Third Re- 
giment of Guards. 

Capt. Braddock made Colonel of a Company in the 
Second Regiment of Guards. 

Enſign Needham made a Captain in the ſaid Regiment. 

Hercules Baker, Eſq; formerly a Commander in the 
Navy, made Treaſurer of Greerwick Hoſpital. 

Mr. Hburg, Son of the late Lieutenant-General Syburg, 
made Page of Honour to the Prince of Wales. 


— Webb, 


—— — 
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e, Efq; made Captain of a Company in the . 
Regiment of Foot commanded by Colonel Middleton. 
Alexander Home, Eſq; Advocate, made Keeper of the 1 
Exchequer Seal in Scotland. 1 | 
George Drummond, jun. of Blair, Eſq; Advorate, ag. 
pointed Secretary to the Order of the Thiflle. . 
The Rev. Mr. Daniel Stockton, Fellow of Trinity Cot. Ml 
lege, Cambridge, made Chaplain to the Prince of Wales, 0 
43 White, Eſq; appointed Deputy Maſter of the , 
inet. "x | r. 5 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Chalmordeley, appointed ! 
Chamberlain of the County Palatine of Cheſter. ( 
Richard Harris, Efq, made Regifter and Clerk to the 
Commiſſioners for licenſing of Hackney Coaches. 
” The Lord Belhaven, prins ipal Sheriff of Eaft Lothian in 
Scotland, in the Room vi Lord Haddington, deceas d. 1 
Robert Cowan, Eſq; knighted by his Majefty. 
Mr. Chute and Mr. Brown, ſworn his Majeſty's Council ! 


at Law. 

Mr. Killigrew, appointed a Major in HFeldixg's Regi- n 
ment. 

Philip Cavendiſh, Eſq; made Admiral of the Blue, in Wl © 
the Room of | 

Sir George Walton, who reſign'd, but is allow'd 1 J. 155, 
per Diem, Halt-Pay. ; 5 

Jon Balchen, Eſq; made Vice-Admiral of the Red. 
Charles Stewart, Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the White. } 


Earl of Granard, Vice-Admiral of the Blue. 
Nicholas Haddock, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the Red. 
John Hagar, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the White. [ 
Dr. Felton, Principal of Edmund Hall, Oxford, pre- 
ſented by the Duke of Rutland, to a Living in Derbyſhire, d 
worth 400 J. per Ann. 
Dr. Villis, Dean of Lincoln, to the ReQtory of St. John, { 
Milbank, Weſtmirfter, in the Room of Dr. Villers, de- : 
ceas'd. | 
The Earl of Dunmore, one of the 16 Peers for Scotland, 
made Knight of the Moſt Ancient Order of the Thiſtle, I 
in the Room of the late Earl of Haddington. 
Capt. William Alſton, made Lieutenant-Colonel, in the \ 
Room of Lieut. Sol. Clarington, deceas'd. f 9 
Capt. Charles Molloy, Commander of one of his Maje- 
ſty's Yatchts, choſen Elder Brother of Trinity- Houſe, in 
the Room of Capt. Stephen Martin Leake, deceas d. 
Henry Perrill, Eſq; made Captain of a Company in 
Brigadier-General Scott's Regiment. 


wr Faw Frog 


Mr. 


"for the Tear I 736. 17 


Mr. Killigrew, Grandſon to the famous Mr. Killigrem, 
who ſhone in the Court of King Charles IT. made Lieu- 
tenant to a Company of Invalids. ; 

Hon. Henry Legge, Eſq; 2d Son to the Ear] of Dart- 
nout h, appointed. Secretary to the Right Hon. Sir Robert 


Walpole, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the Room 
of Mr. Baron Forteſcue. 


Sheriffs. 
Herefordſhire William Philips, E/q; 
| Nottinghamſhire William Burnell, E.; 
Cornwall Ferdinando Wallis, Eq; 


Marriages. 


James Gage of Petworth, Suſſex, Eſa; married to Miſs 
Mary Robinſon of Fulham. ; 


William Bowles, Eſq; Member of Parliament for Erid- 
tert, to Mrs. Cook, a Widow Lady. 


Thomas Winkworth of Poland-ftreet, Eſq; to Miſs Ar- 
wid of Newport fircet. | 


Richard Manning, Eſq; a Hambyrgh Merchant, to Mrs. 
Cood uin, Widow, with 6000 J. 

Mr, Stevenſon, to Miſs Forward, with 10,000 ! 

Thomas Stroude, Eſq; to the Lady Anne Cecil, eldeſt 
Siſter to the Earl of Salisbury. 


Charles Krank of Wilts, Eſq; to Mrs. Frances Pert, a 
Widow, worth 15000 J. 

Edward Fenkinſon, Eſq; to Miſs Humphries, 16,0001. 

Julian Church of Surry, Eſq; to Miſs Sarah Kawley, 
12000 J. 

John Hanbury of Northamptonſhire, Eſq; to Miſs Weſtern, 
Niece to the Lord Bateman, worth 30,000 1. 25 

Thomas Whitaker, Eſq; of Winſlow, Bucks, to Miſs Mary 
Dunford, worth 10,000 1. | 

Iſaac Whittington of Ormond-ſtreet, Eſq, to Miſs Fen- 
wick of Bedford-Row, 30,0001. 

Dr. Ingram of Barnet, to Miſs Mary Nicolls, worth 
10,000 J. 

Timothy Stoughton of Alleſley, Warwickſhire, Eſq; ts 
Miſs Anne Samwell, 2d Daughter to Sir „omas Samwell- 
of Upton, Bart. 

Gregory Whitehouſe of Suſſex, Eſq; to Miſs Chriſtiana 
Read, with 10,000 J. | 

Mr. George Bankes of Duck's Court, Chancery- lane, to 
Mrs. Young of Caſtle-yard, 10, ooo J. 

Henry William Portman, Eſq; Member for Tau £1, 
Heir to 10,000 J. per Ann, to Miſs Anne tene. 
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tems 


William Tones of Datentry, Eſq; to Miſs Marſhal, 
worth 8566 7. Hp | 

Thomas Maton, Eſq; was marry d at Dublin, to Miſs 
Jane Crosbie, Daughter of Sir Maurice Crosbie, Bart. 

James Mandeville of the County of Tipperary in Ire 
land, Eſq; to Miſs Quizly of Carlow in that Kingdom. 

Thomas Richardſon of Winckefter, Eſq; to Miſs Crate 
Herth, . | 

Thomas Roper of Weobly in the County of Hereford, Ely; 
to Miſs Waller, Daughter of Waller of Gutton in 
the County of Surry, Eſq; | 

John Crawford of Milton in Scotland, Eſq; to Miſs 
Ore, Daughter of John Ore of Barrowfield in Scotland, Eſqy 

George been of Newport Pagtell in the County of Bucks, 
Eſq; to Miſs Gower, Daughter and Heireſs of Georg: 
Gower of Hampton in Middleſex, Eſqz 


Births, | 

The Hon. the Lady Henrietta Campbell, Wife of John 
Campbell, jun. of Shawfield in Scotland, Eſqz one of the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, ſafely deliver'd of a Son. 

The Lady of the Right Hon. the Lord Robert Monta- 
zu, Vice · Chamberlain to her Majeſty, ſafely deliver'd o 
a Daughter. AED 

The Lady to the Right Hon. the Lord Hervey, Vice- 
Chamberlain to his Majeſty, alſo ſafely deliver'd of 
Daughter. 

The Queen of Poland deliver'd of a Princeſs. 

The Lady of Henry Drax, Eſq; Member for Watehan, 
Dorfetfhire, of a Son. 

The Counteſs of Antrim, of a Daughter. 

The Lady of Sir Robert Lawley, Bart. of a Son, 


Deaths, | 
Dy'd Miſs Lowiſa Campbell, only Child of the Hon. 
Brigadier Campbell. We | 
At Edinburgh, the Right Hon, the Marchioneſs of 
Douglaſs, Mother of the preſent Duke, 
At Dublin, the Right Hon. Benjamin Parry, Eſq; Meth 
ber of Parliament for Dungarvon in the Kingdom of Ire. 
land, publick Regifter of Deeds, Oc. and one of his 
Majeſty's Moſt Hon. Privy Council in that Kingdom. 
t Carmarthen in South-Wales, the Lady Rudd, Reli 
of the late Sir John Rudd, Bart. 
The Hon. Mr. Howard, 24 Son of the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Berlſlire. . | f 
2 ; Dy's 
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Dy'd, Miſs Waring, Daughter of Major-General Waring, 

— Lady Irwin, Relict of the late Sir -—— Irwin, Bart. 

— The Rev. Dr. Villers, Rector of St. John the Evan- 
geliſt, Weſtminſter. | 

— —— Coke of Boſwell Court near Lincoln's Inn, Eſq; 
Brother to the late Thomas Coke, Eſq; Vice-Chamberlain 
to the late King. 

— At Exeter, 
ment of Foot. 

— Henry Jenkins of Limehouſe, Eſq; formerly an emi- 
nent Italian Merchant. | | | 

— Wadham Wyndham of the County of Wilts, Eſq; 
Jon Cormwallis, Eſq; a Relation of the Right Hon, 
the Lord Cornwallis, _ 

— At Briftol, Dennis Kelly, Eſq; of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, who in the late Reign was a Priſoner in the 
Tower. 

E Capt. Swanick of Morflack in Surry, formerly an 
eminent Ve ſt. India Merchant. | 
„ Sir Brownlow Sherrard, Bart. 

"= The Rev. Dr. Skerlock, Miniſter of St. Boto/ph near 
Billing ſgate. G 1 | | 

— Bernard Lintost of Horſham, Eſq; High Sheriff of 
the County of Saſſex, and formerly an eminent Book- 
ſeller in Fleet-ftreet. 1 

— Comb NVinſiey, Eſq; Major of the Fort of Sheerne/s. 

In an advanced Age, at his Seat at Knowſley in Lanca- 
re, the Right Hon. James Stanley, Earl of Derby, Baron 
Stanley of Latham in Lancaſhire, Baron Strange (of Knokyn) 
and Mohan, Lord of Man, and Admiral of that Ifland, 
Lord Lieutenant and Cuſtes Rotulorum of the County of 
Lancaſter, and one of the Lords of his Majeſty's Moſt 
Hon. Privy Council. His Lordſhip ſerved ſeveral] Cam- 
paigns in Flanders under King William, and was one of 
the Grooms of his Bedchamber. He was fole Patron of 
the Biſhoprick of Man, and all Parſonages and V icarages, 
except three, which are in the Patronage of the Biſnop; 
and, by the Advice of his Deemſters, (a Sort of Judges 
choſen every Year to decide Controverſies, two for each 
Diviſion of the Ifie) and 24 Keys (tbat, with his Ap- 
Probation, were Reprefentatives for the ſame) he could 
make and repeal Laws. He had likewife Power of hold- 
ing Courts in his own Name, and could hang and drew, 
or pardon MalefaQors; and in his Juriſdiction all Wrecks, 
Royal Fiſhing, Oc. with many other Prerogatives, be- 
longed to Aim by his Regality, 


Tucker, Eſq; Major of a Regi- 


Dy'd, 


— — * 3 — 0 _ *% oY Hh << Ee arr — * 1 C0 . 


1 


20 Tbe Chronological Diary 


Dy'd, George Thynne, Eſq; formerly a Colonel in the 
Arm 

mAb Kentbury, Berks, the Rev. Mr. Walter Harte, 
aged 95, formerly Fellow of Pembroke College, Oxon, Pre. 
bendary of Wells, Canon of Briſtol, and Vicar of st. 
Mary Magdalen's in Taunton 3 but was a Nonjuror ever 
ſince the Revolution. 

— Capt. Samuel Wallbrook, formerly a Captain in the 
Royal Navy. 

— Sir Samuel Bernardiſton, Bart. 

— Rev, Dr. Burchet of Hertfordſhire, at Weſtminſter, 
aged 92, 

— At Ely, the Rev. Mr. John Bringhurſt, Precentor 
of that Cathedral, and Miniſter of Ely, Trinity. 

— At his Seat in Eaft Lothian, Alexander, Lord Eli 
bank. 

— Rev. Mr. William Woods, ReQor of the United Ps 
viſhes of St. Mary Breadman, and St. Andrew, Canterbury, 
and Miniſter of Gunfton near Vingham. 

— Benjamin Hare of Staffordſhire, Eſq; 

— At his Seat near Cobham, Surry, Sir Fr. Vincent, Bart, 

— At Worceſter, Dr. Benjamin Parſhull, an eminent 
Phyſician, whoſe Father made himſelf famous, by aſſiſt- 
ing in the Defence of Colcheſter againſt the Parliament 
Forces, in the Year 1648. 

— In Oxfordſhire, the Rev. Sir Robert Cocks, Bart, 

— Sir John Meres, Bart. X 

— Hon, Charles Stanhope, Eſq Member of Parliament 
for Derby, 

— George Welham, Eſq; a Juflice. .of Peace for the 
County of Suſſex. 

— Maſter Cornwall Fitz Frederick Fans, Son ts. the 
Hon. Mrs. Vane. 

— Hugh Francis, Eſq; poſſeſs'd of a plentiful Eſtate 
in Wiltſhire. 

— The Rev. Mr. Hele, Nephew of the Rev. Dr. Hough, 
ſuddenly in the Pulpit, while he was preaching. 

—_ Marqueſs of Tullibardine, only Son to the Duke of 
thol. 

William Winkford, Eſq; a Juſtice of Peace for the Coun- 
ty of Somerſet. 

— James Conyer, Eſq; 2 Weſt-India Merchant, worth 
30,0001. at Wanſtead in Eſſex. 

— Mr. Thomas Fletcher, an Haberdaſher in Cheapfide, 
worth 30,co0 J. 

— Edu. Hopkins, Eſq; Maſter of che Revels in Ireland. 


Dy'd, 
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Dy'd, James Cook, Eſq; in Hatton Garden; he was 
formerly a Ditector of the India Company. 

John South, Eſq; Secretary to the Earl of Leiceſter, as 
Conſtable of the Tower. 

Daniel Meadows. Eſq; of 13, 000 l. fer Ann, in Berk- 

ire. 

2 Hart, Eſq; of Lincoln's- Inn. About 15 Months 
ago he took the celebrated Pill, which hd at firit ſuch 
violent Effects, as to throw him into Convulſions, and 
deprive him of his Sight; on Recovery he fell into a 
Conſumption, - | 

The Wife of Lord Paget. 

The Wife of Sir Faſfer Cullum, Bart. at Hilſtede near 
Bury, Suffolk. She was Daughter and Heir of J\yat of 
Buſleden, Hants. | 

Hon. Walter Chetwynd, Eſq; Baron of Rath4own in the 
County of Dublin, and Viſcount Chetwynd of Be-rhaven 
in the County of Cork. By his Death the Title of a 
Peer of Ireland is-extindiybut an Ellate of 3000 J. per 
Ann. comes to his Brother John Chetwynd. 

Gilbert Campbell, an Attorney, in Newgate, He was 
the Man who fat as Judge (Vreatliocke being Attorney) 
at the Rehearſal of Macray's perjured Evidence, before 
his Trial, and managed the Evidence for him at Kingſton 
Aſſizes, for which he was committed to the New Gaol, 
Southwark, and afterwards to Newgate for robbing Dr, 
Lancafter. | 

Mr. Salvadore, a Jew, worth 100,000 0. 


1 


MARCH. 


Preferments. | 
| Marqueſs of Caernarvon, appointed Maſter of the 
Horſe to the Prince of Wales. N 
Ambroſe Stanyford, Eſq; Conſul at Alicant. 5 
John Lawton, Eſq; Under-Teller of the Exchequer, 

in the Room of Mr. Crainger. 
— Biſſet, Eſq; Lieutenant in, General Biſſet's 
oot. 
Thomas Bruce, Eſq; Captain in the Firſt Regiment of 
Guards. 
Lord Viſcount Moleſworth, Brigadier-General of the 
Forces on the Iriſi Eſtabliſhment, in the Room of Major 
General Ruſſel, deceas'd. | 
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James Harriſon, Eſq; appointed a Captain in Colonel 
Philips's Regiment of Foot, 

Roger Eaton, Gentleman of the Privy Chamber, in 
the Room of Sir Gilbert Pickering, deceas d. 

Mr. Kobert Mattheawſon, a Page of the Back Stairs, in 
the Room of Mr, Shields, deeeas'd. 

Earl Waldgrave inveſted with the Grcen Riband, and 
Order of St. Andrew, in the Room of the Earl of Had. 
dington, deceas d. 

Mr. Booth, appointed his Majeſty's Miniſter at Var ſau. 
Cope, Eſq; Governor of Placertia, in the Rom 
of Col. Gledhill, deceas'd. 

Henry Southwell, Eſq; Knight of the Shire for the 
County of Limerick in Ireland, made a Captain in Gene. 
ral Dormer's Regiment of Foot. 

William Sherman, Eſq; Major in Colonel Hamwley's Re. 
giment of Foot, in the Room of Major Alzriten, 

Robert Lock, Eſq; Store: keeper at Chat / am. 

Mr. Nutt, Printer, choſe Common-Council-Man in 
the Ward of Farringdon Without. 


Hans Fowler, Eſq; made Captain of an Independent 
Company at Gibraltar. 

George Williams, Eſq; Captain in the Royal Train af 
Artillery, | 

Enſign Johnſon, a Captain in the Earl of Orkney's Re 
gziment of Foot. | 

Capt. Gregg, made Major in Brigadier Barrell's Regi- 

ment, in the Room of the late Major Tucker. 

Samuel Hayward, Eſq; made Conſul at Zant, QYc. in the 
Room of the late Das iel Moore, Eſq; 

Abraham Farley, Eſq; made Deputy Chamberlain of 
the Exchequer. 


Mr. Bede!l of Tareadneedle-flireet, elected Clerk of the 
Vintners Company. 


Mr. Fovey, Attorney at Law, elected Clerk of the 
Founders Company, 

Roger Williams, Eſq; appointed Secretary to the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Lei:-ſter, as Conſtable of the Tower. 

George Garnier, Eſq; appointed Apothecary-General to 
his Majeſty's Forces. | | 

Joun Lee, Eſq; Brother to Sir Thomas Lee, Bart. Cap- 
tain- Lieutenant in the firſt Regiment cf Guards, made 
Colonel cf a Company; and Lieutenant Swan made 
Captain-Lieutenant in the ſame Regiment. 

Lievt. Cor:furth, made a Captain in the Earl of Ork- 
4%ꝗ s Royal Regiment of Foot, 


Marriages, 


E 
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Marriages. 

John Conway of Betley in Staffordſhire, Eſq; marry'd 
to Miſs Mary Weſt of Barnes, with 18,000 l. 

Chriftopher Read of Peterſham, Eſq, to Miſs Green, 
with 6000 J. 

Thomas Cheſter, Eſq; Knight of the Shire for Glouceſter, 
to Mrs. Ewinnet, with 30,000 !. 

Jennings of Wandſworth, Eſy; to Miſs Jane 
Smith, with 24,000 J. 

George Cecil of Newport-Pagnell, Eſq; to Miſs Gower 
of Hampton, with 24,0001. | 
Thorp of Yorkſhire, Eſq; to Miſs Elizabeth Ro- 
binſon of Dor ſetſhire, with 30,000 . 

Chriſtopher Rawlins, Eſq; of Shefford, Bedfordſhire, to 
Miſs Fotherby-of Barnes. „ 
Lord Vere Beausler k, to Miſs Chambers. 
— Combes of Leiceſterſhire, to Miſs E'iz.abeth Bap- 

tit, with 5000 1. 

John Atkins of Montgomeryſkire, Eſq; to Miſs Sophia 
Butler, with 50007. 

John Bradſhaw, Eſq; to Miſs Peploe, youngeſt Daugh- 
ter to the Biſhop of Cheſter. 

Sir Thomas Aſton, Bart. Member of Parliament for S. 
Albans, to Miſs Kir/he. 

Thomas Short of Harrow, Eſq; to Miſs Jane Wilkin ſon. 

Chriſtopher Maynard of Herefordjhire, Eſq; to Miſs 
Wilde, worth 10,0001. 

Foſeph Lockwood, Eſq; to Miſs Cowley, with 8000 7. 
_ Hayman of Stretham, Eſq; to Miſs Brugdon, with 
19000 J. | 

William Bolds of Reading, Eſq; to Miſs Jane Bringham, 
worth 18,000 1. | 

Richard Hammond of Putney, Eſq; to Miſs Price, worth 
5000 J. 

Peter Theobald, Eſq; to Miſs Whitchurch, Niece to Ba- 
ron Scrope, with 10,0001. 

Robert Saunders of Brentwoed, Eſq; to Miſs Goddard. 
vorth 16,000 J. 5 

Roger Miller, Eſq; to Miſs Walter, worth 12,005. . 

Mr. John Go!ding, at Chilton, Wilts, to Miſs Golding, 

orth 5000 J. | 

Stephen Fox, Eſq; Member of Parliament for Szaf?s- 
"wry, to Miſs Horner, Diughter t2 Thomas Hor ner, Eſqs 

night of the Shire for Somer /et. 
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George Ingram of Saffron Walden, Eſq; to Miſs Emerſon 
of Hatfield. 

Abraham Coupper, Eſqz of the Navy-Office,: to Mil 
Dunkley, Grandaughter of Sir Robert Dunkley. 

Thumas Crouch of Moulſey in Surrey, Eſq; to Miſs Tron. 
ton, an Heireſs. 

Births. 

The Lady of Facob Banks, Eſq, Member of Parliz- 
ment for Shnfts bury, was deliver'd of a Son. 

The Right Honourable the Counteſs of Dy/art, of a 
Daughter. 

The Lady of Peter Bathurſt, Eſq; Member of Parliz. 
ment for New Sarum, of a Son. 

The Lady of Sir William Stapylton, Bart. Member cf 
Parliament for the County of Oxford, of a Son. 

The Lady of Thomas May, Eſq; Member of Pwliz 
ment for Canterbury, of a Son. 

The Lad of the Hon. George Evans, Eſq; eldeſt Son 
of the Lord Miſeeunt Carberry, of a Son. 

The Lady of the Right Hon. Sir William Yonge, Knight 
of the Bath, Secretary at War, of a Son, 

The Lady of Joſeph Banks, Eſq; Member in the lif 
Parliament for Peterborough, but dy'd a few Hours after, 
of a Son now living. 

Deaths. 

Dy'd, Mr. Robert Shaw, at Walworth, formerly 
School Maſter, worth 20.0000. 

Sir Gilbert Pickering in Cavendiſh Square. 

Thomas Grainger, Eſq; one of the Deputy Tellers 0 
the Exchequer, 

Mrs. Woodridge, at WVappirg, aged 110. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dreck, worth 2col. per Ann. drown'l 
in a Pond near Hackney, occaſioned by a Diſappointment 
in Marriage. 

Philip Meadows of Guilford, Eſq; worth 20001. ft 
Ann. 

The Rev. Mr. William Darnell of Biceſter in Oxforl 
Hire: 

Sir Sinnerton Dyer, Part. at Kenſington, 

Mr. Shields, Page of the Back Stairs. 

Lord Viſcount Lanesborourh, at Dublin. 

Robert Dilion, Eſq; a Popiſh Lawyer, who left 500! 

to the Charitable Infirmary at Dublin. | 

Mrs. Calloven, Relict of a famous Limner, wo" 
15.5000, which ſhe left to Charitable Uſes, 


2 | D/ 


* 


for the Tear 1736. 25 


— 


Dy'd the Rev. Mr. Roger Laurence, at Beckingham in 
Kent, Author of Lay Baptiſm invalid. 

Capt. William Toms, of the African Company, 

William Boyde, Earl of Kilmarnock in Scotland. 

Sir Alexander Murray, Bart. of Melgum in Scotland. 

Joſeph Watſon, Eſq; at Bath, worth 30,0001. 

John Gledhill, Eſq; Governor of Placentia, 

The Rev. Mr. Edmund Trimrel, Fellow of St. John's 
College, Cambridge. | 

Richard Goſwwell, Eſq; aged 92. 

Joſeph Wills, Eſq; a Lisbon Merchant. 

George Oliver, Eſq; at Scarborough, formerly Comp- 
troller of the Cuſtoms in New- Englazd. 

John Ballſton, an Hamburgh Merchant, at Bath. 

Mr. Trevor, (late a Druggiſt) worth 30, 0001. 

Capt. Joe pH Willman, at Woolwich, 

Mr. Joſe ph Walſh, Muſick Printer to his Majeſty, in 
Catharine-ſtreet, worth 30, ooo“. 

Mr. Harris, Attorney, at Maidſtone, 30,0001. 

Mr. Joſeph Taylor, Keeper of the New Priſon in 
Surrey, a Place of 3ool. per Ann. ſucceeded by Mr, 
Taylor, of the Marſhalſea Priſon. : 
Dr. Wakeſield, a Phyſician in Weſtmorelard, aged 102. 

Mr. Bowers, one of the Six Clerkgin Chancery, 
The Rev. Mr. Weaver, of Ringsland Hoſpital, 

Henry Buckle of Northall, Eſq; at Bath. 

Thomas Herbert, Eſq; at Windſor. 

Thomas Watſon, a Journeyman Turner: Working a 
Weſt-India Wood, called Manchineel, the Duſt of it flew 
into his Eyes, which ſoon began to fail him, and in 
three Days he was quite blind, which being attended 
with an exquiſite Pain, deprived him of his Senſes, 
and he died raving and ſinging. The Indians ſay, that 
Rain dropping from this Tree is poiſonous, and if it 
falls on the Skin, will raiſe a Bliſter; but the Fruit, 
which is beautiful, they can rectify, ſo as to eat it with 
Safety. 

At Edinzurgh, the Hon. George Sutherland, Brother 
to the Earl of Sutherland. 

Paddington Macqueen,. Eſq; at Betley near Newcaſtle, 
Staffordſhire; former Occuliſt to King William III. worth 
16,000 1. | | 

Mrs. Brayman, worth 26.0000. 

Capt. James Hoylflon, worth 15.000 5 

Mr. Baker, aged rot, at Greenwich Hoſpital, 

Richard Reynolds, Efꝗ; Counſellor at Law. - 

44. 7 — . 1 57 


— D eee 


Dy'd 


—— ͤ— 


—— 


26 The Chronological Diary | 


* 


= 
nn 


Dy'd Chriſtopher Lawſon, Eſqz worth 2000 J. per Ann, 
Lyons, Eſq; at Harrow Sch8ol, worth 4000 “, 


per Ann, | 

Sir George Ebiſon, Knt. at Eaſtwell in Kent, 

Jacob Tonſon, Eſq; at Ledbury in Herefordfhire ; for. 
merly Secretary to the Kit kat Club, 

Jacob Horne, Eſq; of Upton in Worceſterſhire, worth 
2000 J. per Ann, 

Nicholas Hawkſmore, Eſq; principal Surveyor of his 
Majeſty's Works. 

The Lady Matthews, Relict of Sir Philip Matthews, 
Bart. of Great Go#bions in Eſſex, aged 89: She had been 
50 Years a Widow. | 

Monſ. Clergie, the famous French Marker, at the 
King's Tennis Court at Whitehall. 

Mr. Maſon, Maſter of his Majeſty's Barges, a Place 
worth 300 J. per Ann. ſucceeded by his Son John. 

La Bertie, Siſter to the Duke of Ancaſter. 

Mr. Capper, Cow-keeper, at Tottenham Court, worth 

0,000 l. 

. The Hon. Mrs. Anne Vane, eldeſt Daughter of Lord 
Bernard. at Bath. 

The Rev. Dr. Jackſon, Prebendary- of St. Michan's at 
Dublin. 

Mr. Portman, an eminent Portugal Merchant of this 
City. | 

George Smith of Rocheſter, formerly a Captain in the 
Navy. 

Mr. Chaplyn, an eminent Mercer on Ludgate- kill, and 
one of the Common-Council-Men of the Ward of Far- 
ringdon-Without, | 

Mr. Anthony Bellamy, third Son of Sir Edward Bella- 
wy, Knt. late Lord Mayor of this City, and Alderman 
of Bil'inſgate Ward. 

Mrs. Mary Heron, a celebrated AQtreſs belonging tv 
Drury lane Playhouſe. 

Thomas Power- Daly, Eſq; at his Seat in the County of 
Galway in Ireland. 

Mis Mary Andrews, Daughter of Townſhend Andrews, 
Eſq; Member of Parliament for Boſſiney in Cornwall. 

Iſaac Garnier of Pall-Mall, Eſq; Apothecary-General 
to his Majeſty's Forces. 

The Rev. Mr. Hood, Rector of Heningham in the 
County of Suffolk, drowned as he was returning home 
from Fox ford. 


Dy'd 
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Dy'd the Lady Rows, Rel iet of the late Sir John Rous 
of Henham-Hall in the County of Suffolk, Bart. 

Col. James Graham of Balquhapple, at Leith near Edin- 
ur gi. | 
The Lady Garrard, Relict of Sir Nicholas Garrard of 
the County of Norfolk, Bart, 

Mrs. Leeſon, who ſued the Lord Fitzmorris of the 
Kingdom of Ireland, on a Contract of Marriage, at 
Dublin, | | 

Foſeph Hillman, an old Commander in the Navy. 

Joſeph Andrews, Eſq; formerly an Italian Merchant 
of this City, at his Scat in Hertfordſhire. 


Mrs. Stanuix, Relict of the late Brigadier General 
Stanwix, Governor of Chelſea Hoſpital. | 


The new. born Son of Sir William Stapylton, Bart. Knight 
of the Shire for the County of Oxford. 


At Dublin, William Moore, Eſq; Deputy Mufter-Maſter 


of Irelanlt. [⁵ For fp. 
In Ireland, the Lord Dunſaney of that Kingdom. 
e 
Preferments. 


John Lord Hervey, appointed Lieutenant of the County 
of Stafford, vacant fince the Death of Waſhington Earl 
Ferrers. | 


Sir William Irwin, Bart. Lord Chamberlain to the Prin- 
ceſs of Wales. | | 


ady Torrington, firſt Lady of the Bedchamber. 
iſs Evelyn, firſt Dreſſer, 
Mrs. Howard, one of the Women of the Bedchamber. 
Mr. Lockman, Page of the Back Stairs. 
Mr. Gildard, made Deputy Searcher of the Pott of 
Liver pool, in the Room of Mr. Bucknall, deceas d. 
Capt. Trevor, Captain of Greenwick Hoſpital, in the 
Room of Capt. Chamberlain, deceas'd, 
Hon. John Crawford, Advocate in Scotland. 
Hon. George Berkeley, a Brigadier. 
Adam Hagar, Rear Admiral of the White, 
Aubery Beauclerk, Captain of the Dolphin Man of 


War. 


James Murray, Eſq; made Governor of the Iſle of Man, 
by the Duke of Athol. 
» Burrington Gold/worthy, Eſq; Conſul at Leg korn. 

George Butler of Sheen, Eſq; Captain in the Regiment 
of Horſe Guards Blue. | 

| John 
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John Roll, Eſq; Captain in the Earl of Effinghan's 
Regiment of Foot. 
Everard Abington, a Captain in Brigadier Howard's 
Regiment of Foot. 
Jacob Dyer, Eſq; Captain of an independent Company 
at Bermudas. 
John Dalrymple, Eſq; Captain in the Earl of Cadogan's 
Regiment, in the Room of Captain Alexander Auchin- 
leck. | | 
Capt. Tancred Robinſon, made Rear- Admiral of the 
Blue. | 
William Os haldiſton, Eſq; voted duly elected Member 
for Scarborough, and not Lord Duplin, 
Hon. Charles Hervey, preſented to the Rectory of 1:k- 
work in Suk. 
Dr. Gregory, Profeſſor of Modern Hiſtory in Oxford, 
made a Canon of Criſt- church. 
Mr. James of Greenwich, ſucceeds Mr. Hawkſmocr, as 
principal Surveyor of his Majeſty's Works, 
Paniſton Powney of Maidenhead, Berks, Eſq; choſen 
a Verdurer of Windſor Foreſt, in the Room of Robert 
Lee, Eſq; deceas'd. 
Lieutenant Hunter, made a Captain in Brigadier Ar 
ſtruther's Regiment of Foot. | 
William Morgan, Eſq; appointed Captain of a Company 
in the Earl of Orkney's Regiment of Foot. 
Lord Baltimore made Warden of the Stannaries. 
Mr. Dent, appointed Solicitor to the Salt-Office, in 
the Room of Mr. Jahnſon. 
Capt. Walh, who had a Company in the Regiment of 

Foot, lately commanded by the Lord Cadogan, appointed 
Major of the ſaid Regiment, in the Room of Major 
Tucker, deceas'd. 

His Majeſty has been pleaſed to appoint Sir Brocas 
Gardiner, Bart, John Siorter, Richard Shelly, William 
Fiſher, and Erinley Skinner, Eſqs. to be Commiſſoners for 
managing the Duties on ſtamp'd Vellum, Parchment, 
Pa per, Oe. 

Mr. Iſaac Ware made Secretary to the Board of Works. 

Mr. Arundel, made Clerk to the Board of Works at 
Greenwich. we 

Edward Williams, Eſq; made Captain-Lieutenant in 
Colonel Wentworth's Regiment of Foot on the [riſk Eſta» 
pliſnment, . 


Daniel 
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Daniel Beaver, Eſq; made Captain of an independen 
Company in America. 5 

Mr. George Wood made Captain of an independent Com- 
pany at Jamaica. 

Lieut. Johnſton, made Captain-Lieutenant in General 
Ker's Regiment of Dragoons. 

Mr. Foſeph Lycett, made Yeoman of the Salt Stores to 
his Majeſty. 

Andrew Bromley, Eſq, made a Captain in the Royal 
Regiment of Ir Dragoons, commanded by. General 
Wynne. s 

"Huntingdon Manning, Eſq; made Captain of an inde- 
pendent Company of Invalids at Hull, 


| Marriages. 

Mr. John Burdett, Linnen-Draper in Cheapſide, mar- 
ry'd to Miſs Margaret Lane, with 50091. 

Bennet Langton of Langton in Lincoggſhire, to Miſs Diana 
Turner, one of the Coheireſſes of Henry Turner, Eſq, late 
Receiver-General of the Cuſtoms. 

Munday, Eſq; of Osbaſton, to Miſs Anne Bur- 
det, worth 5000“. | 

Henry Maurice, Eſq; to Miſs Leheup of Cornwall, with 
20,000 [. | 

Nicholas Fot herby of Staines, Eſq; to Miſs Brooke, with 
14000 l. | | 

Jacob Jones of Hertford, Eſq; to Miſs Sarah Duncombe, 
worth 15,000 J. | 

John Lloyd, Eſq; to Miſs Savage, worth 1 5000“. 

Sir Anthony Weſtcombe, Bart. to Miſs Calmady, 60co J. 

Thomas Whitmore, Eſq; Member of Parliament for 


Bridgnorth, to Miſs Cope of Oxford/hire, worth 20,c00 1. 


Chriſtopher Goodwin, Eſq; to Miſs Ward, worth 8000 J. 
Baſawell Ball, Eſqz to Miſs Doxell at Beaconsfield, 
worth 10,0001. Sv C7 
Earl of Rockingham, to Miſs au. Furneſe, Daughter 
to Sir Henry Furneſe, Bart. worth 200.0001. Ad 5 
Capt. Col/ins of Rotherhithe, to Miſs Hopſon of Poplar, 
worth 14,000 !. | 
Lord Montague Bertie, to Miſs Piers, Daughter of 
William Piers, Eſq; Member of Parliament for the City 
of Wells. 
Duke of Chandos, to the Lady Davall, worth 40, cob 7. 
— - Kent, Eſq; to Miſs Vindſor, Daughter of Lord 
Viſcount Wind/or. | 
James Haſell, Eſq; to Miſs Oliver, worth 50007. 


F Gilbert 


—— 

— : N 

— — — _ 
oy a 


— — — — — ——⅛ = _ 
> — = — —_ — — 
— 


— 


a — — = "IC 
. — — = 
——_— 9 
1 —_ _ — 


——— * a" 


| 
| 6 
= 
$ 

. 


| I 


2 EY 


— r 


30 The Chronological Diary 

Gilbert Walmeſley, Eſqz marry*d to Miſs Afton, Siſter 19 
Sir Thomas Aſton, Bart. | 

Stephen Murray, Eſq; to Mrs. Owen, Reli of 
Owen of Blechingley in the County of Surrey, Eſq; 

Jacoh Jones of Hertford, Eſq; to Miſs Sarah Duncombe 
of Hants. 

Sir Joſeph Moor, Bart. to Miſs Morris, Siſter to the 
Lady Chaplin. | 

Timothy Waldo, Eſq; one of the Solicitors in the Court 
of Chancery, and one of the Common- Council for Broad- 
ſtreet Ward, Son of Timothy Waldo of St. Martin's in the 
Fields, Gent. and Grandſon of Timothy Waldo, Wholeſale 
Linnen-draper in Bread-ſireet, marry'd to Miſs Wakefield, 
only Child of Mrs. Wakefield of Cambridge-ſtreet, Solo: 
She was given in Marriage by Mr. Iſaac Waldo of Stre- 
tham; and the Ceremony was performed by Dr. Waldo of 
Harrow on the Hill. 

Births. | 
The Lady of Baron Scutz, was deliver'd of a Daugh- 
ter. | 
I be Lady of Sir Fermyn Davers, Part. Knight of the 
Shire for Suffolk, of a Son. 

The Lady of the Hon. Mr. Grimfton, Son of the Right 
Hon. the Lord Viſcount Grimfton of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, of a Daughter. 

The Lady Mary FPowis, Wife of Richard Powis, Eſq; 
Member of Parliament for Orford in the County of Suf- 
folk, and Siſter to the Right Hon. the Earl of Cardigan, 
of a Daughter, | 


The Right Hon, the Counteſs of Peterborough, of a 
Daughter. 

The Lady of the Hon. Henry Pelham, Eſq; Brother to 
his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, and Knight of the 
Shire for the County of Suſſex, of a Son, 

The Lady of the Right Hon. the Lord Polworth, 
Member of Parliament for the Town of Berwick, eldeſt 
Son of the Right Honourable the Earl of Marchmont, of 
a Son, 

The Counteſs, Wife of the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Kelly, in Scotland, of a Son, 


Deaths. 
Dy'd Herry Cunningham, Eſq; Governor of Jamaica, 
where he bad been but three Months. 
Coumeſs of Newbturgi, at Dublin. 


Dy'd 
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Dy'd, Duncan Grouts, Eſq; in Shropſhire, worth 150001, 

er Ann, 

William Bradnock, Eſq; at Seaford in Suſſex. 

Prince Eugene of Savoy, at Vienna, aged 73. 

Charles Gabriel, Eſq; at Kimbolton in Huntingdorſhire, 
worth 1 5000 J. per Ann. 

The Princeſs Dowager of Heſſe Philipſdall, at the 
Hague. | | | 

Facob Newport, Eſq; at Hammer ſmith, a near Relation 
to the Earl of Bradford. 

Robert Caſter, Eſq; at Briſtol. 

Joſeph Cole, Eſq; worth 1300 J. per Ann. 

Wyndham Biſhop, Eſq; at Trowbridge, Wilts, worth 
20,0000. per Ann. ; 

Miſs Bridges, Daughter of Sir Brook Bridges, in Fer- 
myn-ſtreet. 

Capt. Conner, in St. Fames's:ſtreet. 

Francis Perkins of Berkſhire, Eſq; worth 2000 J. per 
Ann. He marry'd the celebrated Mrs. Arabella Fermor. 

Mrs. Roſe Howisk, aged 83, at Heſcoat in Dewvor/hire, 
worth 20001. per Ann. | 

Sir Thomas Saunders Seabright, Bart. Knight of the 
Shire for Hertford, worth 40901. per Ann. which de- 
ſcends to his Son, aged 13. | 

Thomas Curtis, Eſq; in Hampſhire, 1800 1. per Ann. 

Anthony Perry, Eſq; of Henbury, 1800“. 

William Goodward. Eſq; at Staines, 3000 J. per Ann. 

F Randal Stracey, Eſq; Comptroller of the City of Lon- 
on, 

Lady Bampfield, Relict of Sir Coppleſione Warwick 
Bampfield, Bart. at Poltimore, Devon. 

Robert Foley, Eſqz Recorder of Stafford, by a Fall 
from his Horſe. 

Mrs. Anne Vynea, Rel ict of Robert Vyner, Eſq; in Con- 
duit-ftreet. . | 

Duncan Old field, Eſq; at Hackney, aged 94 

Mr. William Cartlitch, Melter and Refiner to his Maje- 
ſty's Mint. | 

John Butler, Efqy, High-Sheriff for Hants. 

Mr. Darlow, Farrier to his Majeſty, by a Fall from 
his Horſe. OS 
* Leas ke, Eſq; a Portugal! Merchant in Kirby 

reet. 

William Phenix, Eſq; who was in the Commiſſion of 
the Peace for Middleſex. | 


E 2 Dy's 
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- - Dy'd, Mr. Andrew Pitt, at Hampftend, of a Fit of the 
Gout in his Stomach. He was the Perſon who waited 
on the Prince. Mr. Voltaire, in his Letters concerning 
the Engliſi Nation, ſays, He was one of the moſt emi. 

d nent Quakers in England, who after having traded 30 
Vears, had the Wiſdom to preſcribe Limits to his 
© Fortune and his Defires, and ſettled in a little Solitude 
* at Hampſtead, He was of a hail ruddy Compledction, 
© and had never been afflited with Sickneſs, becauſe he 
© had always been inſenſible to Paſſions, and a perfect 
© Stranger to Intemperance.“ And ſome of our News 
Papers add, He inherited many Vittues, and wanted 
every Vice. IT | 
Nathan Wright, Eſq; only Son to Sir Nathan Wright of 
Sout hall, Middleſex, Bart. 

At Edinburgh, the Right Hon. James Hamilton, Lord 
Bargany. 5 . | | 
Philip Hide, Eſq; at his Houſe at Braintree, Eſſex. 
The Lady Barbara Godolphin, Wife of the Hon. Mr. 
Godolphin, Couſin German and Heir expe&ant to the Earl 
of Godolphin, at her Mother the Counteſs of Portland's in 

Whitehall. | 1 
At Greenwich, Capt. Chamberlain, one of the Captains 
of Creenwich Hoſpital. | 
Capt. John Simpſon, Commander of a Man of War. 
Join Boyle, Eſq; at his Houſe at Parſons Greer, Mid. 
dleſex. | 7 8 | 
Sr OT Hume, Eſq; at his Houſe in Pall-Mall. 
John Caryll, Eſq; at his Seat in Suffolk. | 
At Jamaica, Bevil Granville, Eſqz youngeſt Son of 

Bernard Granville, Eſq; ( youngeſt Brother of the late 
Lord Lanſdowne.) This young Gentleman went into 
Orders, and afterwards quitted the Gown for the Sword, 
and had a Commiſſion. His Uncle the late Lord Lar/- 
down wrote an excellent Letter to him on his going into 
Orders. LAS | | 

Mr. Medcalf., s Yorkſhire Gentleman, poſſeſs'd of near 
5001, per Ann, He was bred a Phyſician, but had left 
off Bufineſs for ſome Years paſt, and practis'd only for 
the Relief of the Poor. | | 

Mrs. Anne Bolton. Wife of Captain Richard Bolton, 8 

Director of the Eaſt - India Company. 

James Benſon of Greenwich, Eſq; a near Relation of the 
late Lord Bingley. | | 

At his Seat in Glouceſterſhire, Edward Field, Eſq; in 

the Commiſſion of the Peace for that County. DM 
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Dy'd, the Lady of Sir William Nicholſon, Bart. in Scot- 
land. 

Capt. Michael Foſſeth, formerly a Captain in the Navy. 

Mrs. Beft, Wife of the Rev. Dr. Beſt, Miniſter of St, 
Lawrence, near Guildhall, | | 

William Sandys, Eſq; lately returned from Conſtantinople, 
whither he went Secretary to the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Kinnoul. | 

Mr. John Willey, an eminent Wine-Merchant of this 
City. 
The Hon. the Lady Mary Brown, Niece to the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Leiceſter. 

Miſs Preſtwood of Pall. mall, Niece to her Grace the 
Dutcheſs Dowager of Leeds. 

Morgan Rogers, Eſq; at his Seat in Forkſlire. 

Mrs. Roſe Howick, only Daughter of Sir William 
Howick of the County of Devon, Bart. 

At Lisbon, Dent Lord of Leiceſterſhire, Eſq; who ſet 
out on his Travels about three Vears ago. | 

At Perth in Scotland, the Hon. Dame Chriſtian Campbell, 
Mother of Sir Robert Menzies of Neem, Bart. and Couſin 
to his Grace the Duke of Arzyle. 

Foſeph Townley, formerly a Captain in the Navy. 
| Schickie, Eſqz Secretary to Baron Harytoff, his 
Majeſty's Prime Miniſter of State for Hanover. 

Mr. Henry Sheppard, an eminent Diſtiller, Common- 
Council Man for the Ward of Farringdon Within, and one 
of the Governors of Chriſt's Hoſpital. | 

Miſs Bradbury, only Daughter and Heireſs to Read 
Bradbury of Nothouſe in Yorkſhire, Eſq; | 


MAF. 


Preferments. 

John Campbell, Eſq; Member for Pembrokeſhire, ap- 
pointed one of the Lords of the Admiralty, in the 
Room of 

Thomas Winnington, Eſq; made one of the Lords of the 
Treaſury. 

Edward Millbank, Page of Honour to his Majeſty. 

Col. Maitland, and Mr. Grimftone, made Gentlemen 
Uſhers to the Princeſs of Wales. 
' Thomas White, Eſq; Deputy Regiſter of the Archdea- 
conry Court in Forkſtire, in the Room of Mr. Waite. 

John Horne, Eſq; made a Captain in General Auſtru- 
ther's Regiment of Foot, | Oh 

| | Capt. 


n. 
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Capt. Ruſſell, made Colonel of the Firſt Regiment of 
Foot Guards, in the Room of Col. Allen, who reſign'd. 

Thomas Swetnam, Eſq; Cornet in the Blue Guards, 

Hon. Sambrook Boſcawen, Eſq; Cornet in his Majeſty's 
own Regiment. | 

Luke Gardner, Eſq; Maſter of the Revels. 

Hon. John Sherrard, Eſq; ſecond Son to the Earl of 
Harborough, made Lieutenant to the Veomen of the 
Guard, in the Room of Thomas Windham, Eſq; deceas'd. 

Dr. Taylor, made Occuliſt to his Majeſty. 

Charles Ceſar, Eſq; elected Knight of the Shire for 
Hertford. 

Pe-er Bold, Eſq; for Lancaſhire, 

Charles Campbell, Eſq; for Argyleſhire, 

Brigadier James Sinclair, for Sutherland. 

Alderman Somervile, choſe Lord Mayor, and 

Edward Hunt add Richard White, Eſq; Sheriffs for 
Dublin. 

Mr. Humphreys, Common-Council-Man for the Ward. 
of Farringdon Within, $6] 

Garden Orme, Eſq; the Hon, Mr, Hume, and Captain 
Hildeſley, appointed Gentlemen Uſhers Daily Waiters to 
the Princeſs of Wales. | 

John Dennet, Eſq; made a Captain in Col. Harriſon's 
Regiment of Foot. 

Deniid Hammond, Eſq; an eminent Attorney, made 
Comptroller of this City. | 

Jacob Conner, Eſq; made a Captain in the Earl of Ork. 
ney's Regiment of Foot. 

Thomas Whitefield, Eſq, made a Captain in Sir Adolphus 
Oughton's Regiment of Dragoons. 

Fenwick Dormer, Eſq; made a Captain in Brigadier 
Handaſyd's Regiment of Foot. | 

William Gordon, Eſq;. made a Captain in Col. Sf. Clair“ 

Regiment of Foot. 

The Rev. Dr. Maddox, Dean of Wells, and Clerk of 
the Cloſet to the Queen, made Biſhop of St. A/aph. 

Sir Marmaduke Wyuill, Bart. made Poſt-mafter General 
of Ireland, 

Marriages. | 

Charles Edwin, Eſq; marry'd to the Lady Charlotte 
Hamilton, Siſter to Duke Hamilton. 

Beft Hollis of Kent, Eſq; to Miſs Elizabeth: Carter, 
with 20.0001. | 
Mr. Honey wood, Draper in the Poultry, to Miſs Atkins 
of Clapham, with 10,000 0, 


Thomas 
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Thomas Whitmore, Eſq; Member for Bridgnorth, mar- 
ry'd to Miſs Cope of Brewern in Oxford/hire, with 
12000 J. 

Lord Somerville, to Mrs. &+rcntbright. Cg 0110 OA, 

William Webb, Eſq; of Gloucefter ſhire, to Miſs Fuller of 
St. Clement's Danes, with 140001. 

Chriſtopher Langdale, Eſq; of Mortlack, to Miſs Garzet 
of Barnes, with 150001. 

Henry Heron of New Radnor, Eſq; to Mit 
with 10,000 l. 

William Jordan, Eſq; to Miſs Scott of Paddington, with 
10,0001. 

Lord Gower, to the Counteſs of Harold. 

Lord Grey, Son and Heir to the Earl of Stamford, to 
the Lady Mary Booth, Daughter to the Earl of Warring- 
ton. 

Lord Duncarron, Son to the Earl of Shelburn, to Miſs 
Clavering, Daughter of the Jate Sir James Clavering of 
Axwell, Durham, with 60,0007. 


William King, Eſq; of Ingatſtone, Eſſex, to Miſs Barnes 
of Watford, with 12000 J. 


Nicholas Bailey, Eſqz Member for Angleſea, to Miſs 
Paget. 

Mr. Thomas Pritchard, an eminent Woollen-Draper in 
Gracechurch-fireet, to Miſs Dalrymple, Daughter to Ro- 


bert Dalrymple of New Bond-ftreet, Eſq; firſt Coufin to 
the Right Hun. the Earl of Stair, 


Births. | 

The Counteſs of Cromertie, deliver'd of a Daughter. 

The Right Hon. Horatio Walpole's Lady, of a Son, 

Lady of Sir Henry Northcote, Bart. of a Son. 

The Queen of France, of a Princeſs. 

The Lady of the Hon. John Spencer, Brother to the 
Duke of Marlborough, of a Daughter. 

The Dutcheſs of Bridgwater, of a Son. 

The Lady of William Plumer, Eſq; Knight of the Shire 
for Hertford, of a Son. — 

Deaths. 

Dy'd Don Carlos, ſecond Son of the King of Portugal, 
at Lisbon, March 19th O. S. aged about twenty Years. 

Mr. Charles an Officer in the Exciſe, ſhot dead in Pur- 
ſuit of Smugglers, near Lewiſham in Kent. 

100,000 Perſons died of the Plague at Grand Cairo,; 


(7000 daily for ſome Days) between Feb, 113th and 
March 12th, 
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Count de Hoyms, formerly Prime Miniſter of State to 
the late King of Poland. . 

Lewis Auguſtus, Duke de Main, legitimate Prince of 
France. 4 | | 

Sir James Suttie, Bart. of Balgone in Eaft-Lothian, Scot. 
land. | | 

The ſecond Daughter of the Earl of Stamford. 

The Hon. Chriſtopher Wandesford, Lord Viſcount Caſtle. 
comer, and a, Baronet of Ergland; aged 20. He was 
only Son of the late Lord Caſtlecomer, by Frances Daugh- 
ter of Thomas Lord Pelham, and Siſter to the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, His Great Grandfather was created a Baronet 
by King Charles II. and his Grandfather a Viſcount of 
Ireland, by Queen Anne. 

Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. of Glentworth in Lincolnſhire. 

David Martin, Eſq; Merchant, worth 10, ooo J. and 
an Eſtate of 2000 J. per Ann. 

John Walters, Eſq; who had repreſented the County of 
Surrey in ſeveral Parliaments. 

Samuel Baldwin, Eſq; at Lymington in Hants, formerly 
of the Inner-Temple, Barriſter at Law: His Widow is 
Siſter to the preſent Lord Qnſlow, and the Wife of Sir 
John Williams, Knt. Lord Mayor. He order'd his Corpſe 
to be buried in the Sea, amongſt the Rocks called the 
Needles, at the Weſt End of the Iſle of Wight ; the Body 
being put into a leaden Coffin, was convey'd in a large 
Boat to the Place appointed, attended by a Clergyman 
to read the funeral Service; but to the Surprize of the 
Spectators, when the Corpſe was put into the Sea, it 
would not ſink, which occaſion'd various Conjettures 
among the Superſtitious; but ſeveral Holes being bored 
in the Coffin, to let in the Water, it ſunk. The Coffin 
was made full big, and fill'd with Bran. 

Hon. John Elphing ſton, Lord Balmerino and Cowpar 3 


he was General of the Mint, and Sheriff of the County 


of Edinburgh, in the Reign of Queen Anne In 1710, 
and 1713, he was elected one of the 16 Peers for Scotland, 
and is ſucceeded in Honour and Eſtate by the Lord Cow 
par, one of the Ordinary Lords of Seſſions. | | 
Lord Viſcount Montgarret, of the Kingdom of Je 
land, at Dublin, He is ſucceeded in Honour and Eſtate 
by Capt. Butler, now in the Emperor's Service, 
The Hon. Brigadier Henry Berkeley, ot Bath, 
Major General Skelton, at Paris. He follow'd the 
Fortune of King James II. and preſerved the Character af 
an excellent Officer, and a very gallant Man, 


D* 
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7 Marriages omitted in our laſt. 

February 12,,N.S. His Royal Highneſs Francis Duke 
of Lorrain, marry'd to the Archdutcheſs Mary Thereſa, 
eldeſt Daughter to the Emperor. | 

April 27. His Royal Highneſs Frederick Prince of 
Wales, marry'd to her Serene Highneſs the Princeſs Au- 
;/ta,, Daughter to the Duke of Saxe-Gotha. 


Conti nuat ion of Deaths in May. 

Dyꝰ' d, Ric hard Thoresby, Eſq; near Nortlampton; he 
was poſſeſs d of an Eſtate of 3000 J. per Ann. which de- 
vol ves to John Harvey, Eſq; of Stockton, Warmwickſkire. 

His Excellency William Cosby, Eſqz Captain-General 
and Commander in. chief of his Majeſty's Provinces of 
New York, and Eaſt and Weſt New Jerſey. His Excel- 
lency's Death makes a fourth Government vacant in the 
Colonies. | 

At Bury in Suffolk, aged about 80, Sir Cane James, Bart. 
deſcended of a very antient Family, who were formerly 
Lords of Maeſtricht in Holland. He is ſucceeded in Dig- 
nity and -Eftate by his eldeſt Son, the Rev. Sir John 
James, Bart. | BEOS? OTIS | 

John Walters of Oking in Surrey, Eſq; formerly Mem- 
ber of Parliament for that County. | 

= Hon. Miſs Darcy, Couſin to the Earl of Holder- 
neſs. 

Mr. Thomas Manley of Friday-ftreet, an eminent Whole- 
ſale Haberdaſher. | 
+ The Lady Grace Tatmafh, eldeſt Daughter of the Earl 
of Dyſart. | | | 

The Lady Mary Lloyd, Reli& of Sir John Lloyd, Kt. 
Capt. Richard Clement of Whitſtable in Kent, Inſpector- 
General ot the Cuitom-houſe Sloops on that Coaſt. 


„ „ UNE. 


4 i | Frefer ments. 

John Collins, Eſq; made an Equerry to his Majeſty, in 
the Room of the Hon. Henry Berkeley, Eſq; deceas'd. 

Capt. George Newland, made a Captain in Col. Corn- 
wallis's Regiment of Foot. E340 

George Lane, Eſq; alſo made Captain in Lord Orkney's 
Regi ment of Foot. 1% 0 

John Robinſon, Eſq; made Captain of a Company in 
the Lord Ff gham's Regiment. | 
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John Garth, Eg; made Warden of the Fleet, on "the 
Surrender of Dougal Cuthbert and James Gambier, Eſqrs, 

Hercules Baker, Eſq; appointed Treaſurer and Recei- 
ver of all the Moneys for finiſhing Greenwich Hoſpital, 

Mr. Hanny, appointed Keeper of the Jewels in the 
Tower, inſtead of Thomas Rowley, Eſq, who reſign'd. 

- Miſs Cotterel, Daughter to Sir Clement Cotterel, Kt. 
Maſter of the Ceremonies, kiſe' d ber Majeſty's Hand, 
on being appointed Maid of Honour to the Princeſs of 
Orange, in the Room of Miſs Schutz., who reſign'd. 

William Poyntx, Bſqz made Receiver-General - of his 
Majeſty's Revenues of Exciſe, in the Reom of his Bro- 
ther the Right Hon. open Tonis, 'Eſq; h refign'd 
in his Favour, / 

Samuel Grey, Eſq; Secretaty to the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe, appointed one of the Commiſſioners of his Ma- 
jeſſy's Revenues in Ireland, in the Room of the late 
William Harriſon, Eſq; 

John Frieſt, made Clerk of the Court of Conſcience, 


Marriages) | 

Robert Balfour, jun. 6f Balborney, Ela; was marty'd 
to Miſs Arne Ramſe Y, Siſter to Sir James Ruſey of White: 
hall, Bart. 

Sir John Thompſon, Alderman of London, next the 
Chair, to the Relict of Matthew Chandler, late of Maid- 
fone, Eſa; 

Sir Robert Jaſon of Glouceſterſhire, Bart. to Miſs Ca: 
lins of Hants. 

Sir John Robinſon of Cranford, Nor thamptonſhive, Bart, 
to Miſs Perkins of the ſame County, worth 10,0001. ' 

Counſellor Malene of the Tem — to Miſs Collier, 
Niece to Robert Knight, Eſqy Caſhier to the South-Sca 
Company in the Year 1720, an Heireſs of 250001. For- 
tune. 

James Raybridge of Shropſhire, Eſqz to Miſs Kelle, 
with 120001. 

Mr: Glynn of Hatton Garden, to Miſs Leven of Euck 
near Epſom, worth 30, 0 11. 

John Hagar, Eſqy Rear- Admiral of the White, to the 
Relict of Major-General Ruſſel, 

Mr. Harland, to Miſs Marlow of Ipfawich, worth 
20,000 l. | 

Capt. Blood worth, Maſter of the Horſe to the Prince 
of Wales. to the Lady Louiſa Bertie, Siſter to the Duke 
of Ancaſter, worth 20, 0. k Me, 

8 f 


enge. 39 
Mr. Robert Huntley, Linnen- dra per in Leaderha:l ſtreet, 
to Miſs Boſanquet, worth 10, 000. 


Births. 
The Lady Faulkland, deliver'd of a Daughter, 
Lady Abergavenny, of Daughter. 
The Lady of Jon Hopkins, Eſq; of Tooting in n 
of a Son, Heir to 140001. per Ann. 


Deaths, 


Juliana, Wife to the Hon. Peter Wentworth, Eſq; Bro- 


ther to the Earl of Straford. 

Hon, Arthur Ingram, Viſcount Irwin, Cuſtos Rotulo- 
rum of the Eaſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, and of the Town 
and County of Kingston upon Hull. Succeeded to Title 
and Eſtate by Henry Ingram, Eſq; Member for Horſham, 
Suſſex. 

Mr. Arnal, aged 26, Author of the Political Letters 
in the Free Briton, and Daily Gazetteer, ſign'd Fra. Wal- 
fingham, Efqs By his Death, a Penſion of 400 J. per 
Aun. reverts to the Crown. 

Joln Finch, Eſq; Member for Maidſtone, Brother ta 
the Earl of Aylesford: 

Gower, Eſq; a Roman Catholick, at Camberwel, 
Surry. He was Father to the late Mr. Gower, killd by 
Major Oneby, and worth 12,0001. per Ann. 

Miſs Kitty Bofcawen, youngeſt Siſter” of the Lord Viſ- 
count Falmouth. 

General Tatton, at Weſtminſter. He was made Colonel 
in 1723, Lieutenant-General in 1727, and was Gover- 
nor of Tilbury Fort and Graveſend. 

Capt. Ingram, formerly Commander of the Naſſau Man 
of War, at Mortla ke. 

The Lady Slingsby, Wife of Sir Henry Slingsby, Bart. 


Member for Knaresborough, and Daughter of John Saville 


of Methley in Yorkſhire. 

Thomas Moore, Eſq; Deputy-Clerk of the Hanaper 

Office, a Place of 8001. per Ann, 

William Peer Williams, Eſq; an eminent Counſellor in 

Chancery-lane, worth 15000 J. 

George Edwards, Eſq; formerly a Director of the South 

Sea Company, at Croyden in Surry. 

* Lady Montgarret, Reliet of Lord Montgarret of Ire- 
d. 
Rev. Mr. Hawkins, Chaplain to the Garriſon in the 

Tower 40 Years. 1 
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Mrs, Sanders at, Weftminſter, S She. gave 3009 J. to bo 
of her Maid Servants. 

Dr. John Albert Fabricius, at Hanburgh. He excelbd 
in Parts of Literature, particularly in Hiſtory, and the 
Knowledge of the Claſlicks 3 bas publiſh'd ſeveral jugi- 
cious Books, and left ſome elaborate, Pieces behind bim 
unfiniſh'd. 

Sir George Markham, Bart. at Bath, He d yd a Batche- 
Jor, and left his Etate to James Ogle, Eſq; of the King- 
dom of Ireland. 

Mt. Jan 'Bailman in Southwark, a Hop cent, 
worth 20,000. 

. Gorge. Jackſon, Eſq; at Bath, 4000 1. per Ann. 

John Groves, Eſq; (one of the DireQtors of the London 
Aſſurance, and Husband to the Eaſt-India Company) as 
he was accidentall y viſiting, complain'd he was ill, went 
to the neceſſary Houſe, and was found dead. 

Edward Peck, Eſq; Scarlet Dyer in Spittle fields, worth 
4.0:000l. 

Mejor Darby at Hammer ſmith, of a Mortification ocea · 
ſioned by cutting a Corn. 

George Rivers, Eſq; aged 86; who had been Coroner 
for the City of London many Years, but on Account of. 
his great Age reſign'd that Othce a few Years ago, 

At his Seat at Sutton in Nerthamptonſbire, Henry Hill, 
Eſq; who dying a Batchelor, left the Bulk of his Eſtate 
for Charitable Uſes. 

The Learned Mr. Matthew Crawford, Profeſſor of Ec: 

cle ſiaſlical Hiſtory, and religicus Profeſſor of Theology 
in the Unjyerſity of Edinburgh, 

Daniel Siymour, Eſq; who in the Reign of Queen Anne 
was one of the Pages of the Back Stairs, and Captain of 
a Troop in the Royal Regiment of Horſe Gyards, Blue. 

At Highzate, in a very advanced Age, Mr. Fernandes 
Da Caſta, a very eminent Zew Merchant in this City, 
ſaid to have dy'd worth 300, 00 J. 

At Brentford, Mrs. Fazakerley, an ancient Maiden 
Lady, who has left 3000 1. to charitable Uſes. 

The Hon. Miſs Mallop, at Husbands, the Seat of her 
Father, the Right Hon, the Lord Viſcount Lymington, in 
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| Preferments. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton's Lady made Privy Purſe to 
the Princeſs of Wales. | 

The Hon. Thomas O Brian, Eſq; Collector of Drogheda, 
in the Room of Thomas Pear /an, Eſq; deceaſed. 

Sir Multon Lambert, Knight, Governor of Tilbury Fort, 
Oc. in the Room of General Tat ton. 

Hon. Felton Hervey, Eſq; fourth Son of the Earl of 
Briftol, Equerry to her Majeſty, in the Room of his 
Brother, who reſign'd. 

Lieut. Gen. Sutton, made Colonel of the 2d Troop of 
Horſe Grenadier Guards. 

George Neale, Eſq; Captain in General Anftruther's 
Regiment of Foot. | 
Lowery, Eſq; Captain in the third Regiment 
of Foot Guards, in the Room of | 

The Earl of Crawford, Colonel of his Majeſty's own 
Regiment, late General Tattor's. 

Col. Murray, 2d Captain of a Company in the third 
Regiment of Foot Guards in the Room of 


Col. Legze, 1ſt Captain, in the Room of Major Darby, 


dcceas'd. 


William Stephens, Captain of an independant Com pany 


in South Carolina. 

Arthur Manwaring, Captain in General Harriſon's 

Regiment of Foot. | 
, Lieut.” Smart, Captain in her Majeſty's Regiment. 

Sir Conyers d Arcy, Lord Lieutenant of the Eaſt-Riding 
in Yorkſhire, in the Room of Lord Viſcount Irwin, de- 
cas'd;;:-- 

Brigadier Cope, Deputy-Governor of Port Mahon, in 
the Room of 

Brigadier Anſtrut her, Governor of South Carolina, in 
the Room of Governor Johnſon, deceas'd. 

John Holles St. John, Eſq; fourth Equerry to his Ma- 
jelly. | 

John Kennedy, Eſq, Deputy-Governor of Inverneſs, in 
the Room of James Cunningham, Eſq; deceas'd. 

Dr. Butler made Clerk of the Cloſet to her Majeſty, 
in the Room of Dr. Maddox, Biſhop of St. Aſaph. 

Dr. John Harris, Biſhop of Llandaff, made Dean of 
Wells, in the Room of Pr. Maddox, Biſhop of St. A/aph. 


Dr. 
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Dr. Wal ker, Cha plain to his Majeſty, in the — of 
Dr. Terry. 
Mr. Eold/mith, Dean of cin in Ireland. 


Marriages. 

. Boone, Eſq; Member for Ludger ſhall, merry to 
Miſs Evelyn of Kent, worth 800 J. per Ann. 

Gregory White of Charlton in Hampſhire, Eſq; to the 
ReliQ of Edu. Flifford, Eſq; worth 260007. 

Philip Atkinſon of Bromley, Eſq; to Mits Tyler of Hor. 
ſham in Suſſex,, worth 6000 J. and 2001, per Ann. 

Hon. Mr. Verney, Son of Lord Fermanagh, to Miſs Ni. 
chols of Clapham, with 30,0001. down, and 10000, at 
the Birth of every Child. bel 

William Cornforth of Hertford, Eſq; to Mrs. Garbert, 
with 180007. and 2col. per Ann. 

Philip Gale of Chelſea, Eſq; to Miſs Troughton, worth 

ool. 

7 The Rev. Dr. Beft, Vicar of St. Laurence Fewry, to 
Miſs Dee of that Pariſh, with 85001, 


| Births. 

The Lady a George Venables Vernon, Eſa; Member for 
Litchfield, aetiver'd of a Daughter. 

The Counteſs of Delorain, Wife to . Wyndham, Eſqʒ 
of a Son. 

The Lady of Thomas Archer, os. Member for War- 
wick, of a Son. 

Deaths. 

October the 7th, 1735. Yong Tchin, aper of Cina, 
dy'd at Pekin, in the 14th Year of his Reign, aged 54. 

Sir Villiam Ramſden of Yorkfhire,. Bart. and ſucceeded 
by his Son, Member of Parliament for Apulby, now Sir 
John Ramſden, Bart. 

Alen Benſon, Eſq; at Beudtey in Worceſterſhire, worth 
3000 J. per Ann. 

Ca pt. Selby, at Low. Layton, Ex, an Elder Brother of 
Trinity Houſe. + 

Mr. Thomas Drayman, formerly Surgeon in the Navy, 
aged 106. 

R Lady Bowes, Relict of Sir William Bees, Kt. at Dur- 
am. 

The Right Hon. Thomas Fane, Earl of 75 eftmoriand, at 
Merewortn Caſtle in the County of Kent. He was of the 
Privy Council, Lord Lieutenant of the County of Nor- 
eee, and many Years Firſt Lord Commiſſioner - 
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the Board of Trade, which he reſign'd laſt Year on Ac- 
count of his Age; and dying without Iſſue, the Title 
and Eſtate goes to his Brother the Lord Catherlough, now 
John Earl of Weſtmorland. W- 

Jofiak Wordſworth, Eſqz in Mincing-lane, He was 
many. Years a Director of the Eaſt India Company, and 
has left 5001. to an Hoſpital for Foundlings, whenever 
one is eretted in any Part of Exgland. 

John Goddard, Eſq; Member of Parliament for Tre- 

in Cornwall, and joint Commiſſioner with Arthur 
Stert, Eſq; for ſettling the Merchants Loſſes by the De- 
ations of the Spaniards; " 

Sir William Hardres, Bart. at Hardres-Conrt in the 
County of Kent, the Seat of this Family ever ſince Vi- 
liam the Conqueror, with whom their Anceſtor came 
over. He was choſe Knight of the Shire for Kent, with- 
out Oppoſition, afterwards one. of the Barons for the 
Port of Dover, and for ſeveral Parliaments a Burgeſs for 
Canterbury ; alſo in the preſent, but reſigned to Sir Tho- 
mas Hales, the Petitioner, on Account of the Gout, He 
left IMae one Son, now Sir William Hardres, Bart. aged 
19 Years, and one Daughter, Eliz.abeth. about 20. 

Miſs Leviſon, near Taunton in Somerſetfhire, an Heireſs 
of 800 J. per Ann. | | 

The Reverend Mr. John Erant, Prebendary of Ro- 
cheſter, aged 80 Years. He was Prebendary of Rocheſter, 
and Vicar of St. Dunftan's in Fleet-ftreet 59 Years, and 
had an excellent Character. 6 

Andrew Quick, Eſq; at Exeter. He was Member ef 
ſeveral Parliaments in Queen Anne's Reign. He was 
found lying in his Shirt under a Window in his Cham- 
ber, with his Skull fractur'd in ſeveral Places. 

William Salmon, Eſqz at Putney, lately come to an E- 
ſtate of 4000 J. per Ann. 1 4 r 

Fhomas Kempthorne, Eſq, Commiſſioner of his Majeſty's 
Navy at Chatham. | 

The Right Hon. Nickolas Leake, Earl of Carſdale. In 
the Reign of Queen Anne, he was Lord Lieutenant and 
Cuftos Rotulorum of the County of Darby, and Envoy 
Extraordinary to the Court of Vienna; but dying a 
Batchelor.” the Title is extinQ, and he left a conſiderable 
Eſtate to Mr. Leake, a near Relation. 

Matthew Hartley, Eſq; an eminent Cadiz, Merchant in 
Crac echure hi ſtreet, worth 100, 001. | 
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\ Dy'd, the Lady of the Lord Chief Baron Reynolds, 4 at 
Putney. She was Daughter of Smith, Eſq; of 
Wheal in High Suffolk, and left to Iſſue. 

The Counteſs of Dowager of Lincoln, Siſter to the 
Duke of Newcaſtle. 

Mrs. Preſton, Relict of Thomas Preſton, Eſq; Alderman, 


She has left 2000 l. to charitable Uſes. 


Capt. Hughs, at Hertford, aged 50, and worth 20,0001, 
He had ſerv'd 48 Vears; at the Battle of Schellemberg, he 
was ſhot through the Cheek; at Namur, through the 


Wriſt, and wounded in the Head. 


Sir Richard Eratton, at Dublin, Lord Mayor of that 


Mrs. Bradbury, Wiſe of Mr. Peter Bradbury a Dif: 
ſenting Teacher; and Widow of the late Richard Hamp- 
den, Eſq; Tresſarer of the Navy. | 

At Edinburgh, Sir James Juſtice of Chrichton, Kt. 

Mr. Robert Harle, Secretary to the Million Bank. 

The Rev. Dr. Yalden, Miniſter of Brideael! Chapel; 
who ſucceeded in it; the late Biſhop Arterbury. 
omas Dal iſon, Eſq; deſcended from the ancient Fa- 
mily of the 4 Alangons of Laughton in Lincolnſhire, whoſe 
Anceſtors came over with Millian the Conqueror. 

Lady Caroline Mordaunt, youngeſt Daughter of the 
Earl of Peterborough. 
At Briftal, the Rev. Mr. Patrick Middleton, 2 Non- 
Juror, Author of a late Treatiſe in Defence of Chriſtiz- 
nity, in Anſwer to Tindal 3 and ſeveral other Tradts. 


AUGUST. 


3 Preferments. 
John Hampe, Eſq; made Phyſtcian to her Royal High- 


neſs the Princeſs of Wales. 


Mr. Middleton, one of the ſworn Clerks in Chancety, 
in the Room of Edward Kynaſton, Eſqz deceas'd. 

"Edward Trelawny, Eſq; Governor of Jamaica, in in the 
Room of Henry Cunningham, deceas d. 

George Clarke, Eſq; Governor of New-York, in the 
Room of Col. Cossy, deceas'd. : 

Capt. Maddin, Equerry to the Prince, in the Room 
of Sir William Irby, Bart. 

Maſter Hamilton, made Page of Honour, and Miſs 
Herbert, Maid of Honour to the Princeſs of Wales. 

Mr. Neale, Secretary to the Million Bank, in the 


Joln 


Room of Mr. Harle, deceas'd, 


*% 


EE 


Jon — Captain of _— Hoſpital, in the 
Room of Ca pt. Ferry, deceas d. 

— Viſcount Boyne, one of the Privy Council in 
Irelan 

Hon. Mr. Bothwell, Keeper of the Royal Mint, Scots 
land, in the Room of "Facoh, Rrace, Eſqz 

George Ingram, Eſq; Captain of Foot in Governor Fhi- 
lipe's Regiment. 

Capt, Hanmore, Colonel of a Company in the Second, 
Re of. Foot Guards, in the Room of Lord Balcar- 
ras, deceas d. 

Tho. Pelham, Member of Parliament for Leæuis in Suf- 
ſex. OT Envoy Extraordinary to Sueden. 

Earl of Kinoul, appointed Envoy Extraardinary ta 


Pala 

. John Lumley, Efqs Avener, Clerk Marſhal,. and 
Equerry . to his Majeſty, ſucceeds the late Brigadier 
Berkley as Gentleman of the Horſe. 

. Mr, Keine, made. Page of the Removing. Wardrobe to 
bis Majeſty, in the Room of Mr. Cook, deceas'd. 

Charles Douglaſs, Eſq; (Husband to Alina Dutcheſs of 
amp and Keſtevan) made principal Clerk of his 

ighneſs's Green-Cloth. 
ould, Eſq; made Inſpector of the Out - Port Col- 
11 Accounts within England, Wales, and Town of 
004 K upon Tweed, in the Room of the late Alexander 
auld, E 
2 Kette, Eſqʒ made Windſor Herald of Arms. : 
ieut. Need ham, who ſucceeds Col. Hanmore, as a Cap- 
tain in the Second Regiment of Foot Guards. 

Richard Ellis, Eſqz made Captain; Archibald Camp: 
bell, Eſq; Captain - Lieutenant; Henry Ereskine, Lieute- 
nant; and Mark Kerr, Enfign, in the Regiment of. Foot 
Faramanded by Col. James St. Clair. 

Lord George Beauclerc, made Captain of + Company in 
the firſt Regiment. of Foot Guards, commanded by Sir 
Charles Wits | 

-Captain.. Robinſon of the Guards, male one of the 
Gentlemen Uſhers to her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs 
of Wa'es. 

The Rev. Mr. Terrick, made Preacher of the Rolls. - 

8 * Butler, Clerk of the Cloſet to her Majeſty, made 

ee of Rocheſter, in the Room of Dr. Grant, 


one 8 Poole, Prebendary of Brecon, in the 
Room of Mr. Jenkins, deceas'd, 
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Pr. Hyſeongh, Clerk of the Cloſet td the Printe. 
The Rev, Mr. ns prefented to the Living of 
on lton in Hum pffüre, in the Room of Dr. Prlder. 


Mr. Cornelius feale, to that of 6 0 


Mr. Fyewen, to the Vicatage ny in Her, 

Mr. Evans Davis, to that of Verwith in Wi | 

„The Hoh, aud Rev. Mf. ehrte, Hetwty, ith Son of 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Briftol, inſti weed ide the 
Living of ' I'Rwoth' and Chia ber, lately hel in Com- 
mendam by the Lotd Biſhop of Norwich. 


Marrilger. 

The - Eat of Strathmore, mfr - to Milt Nickel 
Forttr 20 Oe 1. wt Mog le Spring, near Durham. 

Capt. Meſſington, to Miſs Johnſon, Niece to the Lady 
1. entworth, with 10,0001. . 

—— Cc of Fulham, to Min Emerſon, wo wort 
1 „0001. "2 

The Bart bf” Bure, to Mit Noka, Daughter to /th 
Hon. Wor they Minit ag, Eſq, © 

Tracey Keck, Tit; to the Hou. Lady Sufan Hall, 
Kiter to the Duke er Hamilton and Brandon. 

Nicholas Loftus, jun. of x Hall in Ireland, to 

Miſs Hue,” brer to Sir Guſtavus Hun, ben. 
den 62,0001. Res 

Mr. Groveftein, - firſt Lord of the pedchamber to it 
Prince of Orange, to Miſs Schutz., one of the Maids of 
Honour to the Pr ned, worth 2 — J 

'The Hon. Col. Birg, to Mifs 

Sir Cordel Firebrace, Bart. Weiser For Sufi, to Miſe 
Daſb wood, an Heireſs, 

James Home, 'Efqz of the MHA - Temple, to Miſs 
Sophia Howe, worth 1590601. 
} Peter Newland of the Devizes, Eſq; to Miſs ** 
Hedges, worth 15000“. 
— Forbert, Efqs to Miſs Anuremws; worth 10,0001. 

Hon. Herbert Windfor, Eſq; to Miſs Claveriny, 

* Philip Smallwood of Kent, Ela; to Miſs Seafun of Fe- 
everſham. © 

Rev. Mr. Carr of Iſteworth, to the Relift of — 
Saville, Eſqs 

John Aﬀecck of Cambridgeftire, Efq; to Miſs Med ga 

Kobert Roclifort, Eſq; to a Daughter of the Lord Jil 
count Moleſworth. 

George Purcell, Eſq; to Miſs Hancock of and uri. 


— Capt. Bloedworth, to the Hon, Miſs Bertie. | 
Births, 
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Births, | 
The Lady of the Lofd Viſcount Harcour?, brought to 
Bed of a Son and Heir. 
The Lady of Jacob Honblon, Eſq; Member for Col- 
cbeſter, of. a Son and Heir. 
The Lad 2 of the Lotd Sauen, of a Sdn, at Ruſhton in 


Nr 
y of Ar 880 Lyddell, Bart, of a Daughter, 


Deaths. 

- Meivindey Earl of Balcarras, Lord 250 and Citm 
vernald, one of the Sixteen Peers of Srorla „and Colo- 
nel in the Foot Guerds: His Lordſhip -marry'd Miſe 
Koͤt of Slofftiy vt, by whom having no Iſfue, Fames his 
Brother ſucceeded to the Honour and Eſtate. 

Ned Lord Lovelace, Baron of Harley, Bucks, (only 
Mfetelng don of Jon Lord Lovelace, who was Father to 
the prefent Lady Baronefs Wentworth, and dy'd Gover- 
mr of © New Fork, 1508) left only a Sitter, one of the 
Maids of Honour to, ber Majelty, ſd that the Title is- 
extinct. | 
Brigadier-General Veſey, Governor of the Roy al Hof- 
pity! at Kumainlum, Dublin, 

dada Davys - Viſcount and Baron Mont-Cafhel of the 
| Kingdom of 17 0 aged 25, at Dublin. 

9 —ͤ 1 — Eq; of Burfield Place, one of the 

Verdurers of Wind/or Foreſt. 

Rev. Mr. Srvagr, Rektor of &. Anne's, Black Fryars, 
and Maſter of Emanieel College, Cambridge. 


Rev. Dr. Hawkins, Brother of Philip Harkins, Eſy; 


Member for Grampound, Cornwall. 

Hey Peers, Dfq; Barriſter at Law, and King s Council 

of 83 at the Temple. 

in Alder manbury, Mahomet — Sachem of 
the 1 Mohengont in the Provinee of Conefticut in 
New England. He was Great Grandſon to the famous 
Sachem Onkaſs /s who took Part with the Englih u pon their 
firſt fettlimg in that Country. 

William Lord Byron of Rochdale, Lancaſhire, at News 
flead Abby in Nettighamſhive. His Lordſhip's Uncle was 
advanced to the Dignity of Peerage by King Charles I. 
fir the great Service done him. In 1695, he ſucceeded 
his Father. In Queen Anne's Reign, he was one of the 
Gentlemen of the Bedchamber to Prince George of Den- 
mark, He marry'd three Wives, iſt Mary, Daughter 4 

the 


r 3 


—— — —-— — — —ę—e—— — 
48 The Chronelogical Diary 
the Earl of Bridgewater, who dy'd without Iflue 1702, 
2d, Lady Frances Williamyna, Daughter to the Earl of 
Portland, who dy'd 1712, by whom he had three. Song 
and one Daughter, all dead. 3d, Frances, Daughter tar 
William Lord Berkeley of Stratton, and by ber had five 
Sons, William now Lord Byron, John, Richard, Charlet, 
Feorge; and one Daughter named Arabella. 

Rev. Mr. Seager, Minifter of Coldham, Eſſex. 

Sir Thomas Taylor, Bart. Member for "Kells in Ireland, 


and Privy Counſellor, 


Sir Alexander Hume of Fife in Scotland, Bart. . 

Philip Raſhteigh, Eſq; at Menabley in Cornwall, former · 
ly Member for, Foawey, now repreſented by his Brother, 

James Lever, Eſq; at Hackney, aged 90. | 

Capt. Jonathan Wellwood, who has left his Eftate to 
Charitable Uſes. 

Dr. Wright, Miniſter of the New church, $ pittlefields.. 

Mr. Niblet, Maſer of the Copper. Mills at Mitcham in 
Surrey. He made the Ball and Croſs of St. Paul's. | 

Dr. Boucher, Principal of Albian Hall, and Law Pr. 
foſfor to the Univerſity of Oxford. * 

Rev. Mr. John * dance of Queen? s Colleges Cane 
Eridge. 86475 

Charles Boyle, Est * at Burftalt in eiceſteriiine..: + 7M 

John 04/4, Eſq; at Hackney, very rich. He was Di- 
rector of the India Company ſeveral Years, and left t 
Sans, Nathaniel and John, both Members in the laſt 
Parliament; the latter is Inſpector of the Out · port Col- 
leQors Accounts, in the Room of his Brother Alexander, 
who d v'd ſome Days before his F ather. 

. William Lake, Eſq; at Colnhrook, aid ta have dy'd worth 
4000 J. per Ann, 

' Thomas Hunt, Eſq; Father of Thomas Hunt, Eſq; 7 
Mayor of coventry, and Receives:General for. the. County, 
of Warwick. 

, Thomas Sclater has Eſq; Member of Parliament far 
Cambridge of a Palſy, worth 200,000 J. 

Capt. Reddiſh in Southampton/hire, Commander of, his 
1 s Ship the Princeſs Amelia, lately return'd from, 

gᷣgn 


Capt. John Conduit, formerly in the Regimest af Horſa 
Guards Blue, at Paddington. 

Edward Meadows, Eſq; Captain in Major General 

Haneywood's Regiment, and Son ta Sir Philip Meadows, Kt. 


by Kite. 
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Dy'd, the Rev. Dr. Croſs, Maſter of Gatharine-Hall, 
Cambridge, and one of the Prebendaries of Norwich Ca- 
thedral. | 

Land/dale Gumley, Eſq; at his Seat near Hollyport, in 
Berkſhire. 3 

ben Dr. John Wetherby, Dean of Caſhel. 

At New Romney in Kent, the Rev. Mr. Corbet. 

At Dublin, John Moland, Eſq; to whom the Publick 
is indebted for the Prefervation of the Records in the 
Prerogative-Office in Ireland, which, but for him, would 
have been carry'd away a little before the Revolution. 

Edward Kynafton, Efq;z one of the ſworn Clerks in 
Chancery. 

M. del Campos, Secretary to the Portugueſe Embaſſy, 
and ſome Time Relident of that Court here. 

At Batterſea in Surry, Angelica-Magdalena, Lady Viſ- 
counteſs St. John, ſecond Wife of the Right Hon. the 
Lord Viſcount St. John. | 

Jonathan Raymond, Eſq; only Son of Sir Femme? Ray- 
mond, R. 

Jeremia Moreton, Eſq; formerly Deputy - Governor of 
Berwick upon Tweed. | 


FERETEMEB EM 


Fs e 
Mr. John Willis made King's Carpenter for Kenſington 
Palace, the Tower, and Somer/et Houſe. 

Mr, Philips, to St. Fames's Houſe, Greenwich 
Hofpital, and the Meuſe. 

Richard Lane, Eſq; a Deputy Judge of the Marſhal- 
ſea Court. 3 

John Rowland, Apothecary to the Prince. 

William Britton, Equerry to the Prince. 

Mr. George Cure, Wardrobe Keeper. | 

Mr. Coparman, Page of the Back-Stairs to the Prince. 
* 5 Ceor ge Oughton, Groom of the Great Stairs to his 

ajeſty. 

Mr. Thomas Green, Groom of the Great Chamber, in 
the Room of Mr. Stone, deceas'd. 

Mr. Prat and Mr. Howlett, Bricklayers to his Majeſty. 

William Pointz., Eſq; Receiver of the Money ariſing 
from Licences, Oc. for retailing Spirituous Liquors, 

Col. John Schutz, Lord Warden of the Stannaries in. 
Cornwall, in the Room of the late Lord Falmouth. 
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John Selwin, Eſq; Gentleman of the Horſe, in the 
Room of Brigadier Berkeley, deceas'd. 

William Watſon, Commiſſioner of the Revenues in Hot. 
land. 5 
Hon. John Sackville, Equerry to her Majeſty, in the 
Room of the Hon. Thomas Hervey, who reſign'd. 


ie Ffof. u Reading Clerk in the Houſe of Lords, in 


the Room of Mr, Wheaks, deceas d. 

Lord Auguſtus Fitzroy, Captain of his Majeſty's Ship 
the Kennington. 2 

Earl of Eſſex, Col. of the 24 Troop of Horſe Grenadier 
Guards, in the Room of Henry Berkeley, Eſq 

Capt. Grove, Major in Gen. Fielding's Regiment. 

Fames New, Eſq; Captain to an Independent Company 
in America. 

Charles Kediſh, Eſq; Captain in Colonel Armftrony's 
Regiment of Foot. 

Syer Alicock, Captain in Brigadier Murray's Regiment 
of Foot, in the Room of Capt. Hughes. | 

Thomas Weldon, Eſq; Major in General Fielding's Regi- 
ment, in the Room of Samuel Fofler, Eſqy © 

George Chivins, Eſq; Captain in Colonel Ponſonby's Re- 
giment of Foot. 25 

Marqueſs of Carnarvon, Son to the Duke of Clandu, 
made Maſter of the Horſe to the Prince. 


Births. 

The Dutcheſs of Leeds, Wife of the Earl of Portmore, 
deliver'd of a Son. | 

The Lady of the Hon. Thomes Townſend, deliver'd of a 
Son. 

| Marriages. 

Mr. Dickenſon, a Quaker of Briftel, marry'd to Miſs 
Bernard of Fenchurck-ftreet.,, worth 6000“. 

William Ingram of Deptford, Eſqz to Miſs Wharton, 
worth 7000 J. 

Charles Cotes, M. D. Member for Tamworth, to the only 
Daughter of Mr. Chiſleden the Surgeon. 

David Nesbit, M. D. to the eldeſt Daughter of Sir 


Thomas Ranter, Kt. with 5000 1. down, and 5000 J. more 


at the Death of Sir Thomas. 

John Wooden, Eſq; to Miſs Louiſa Rowning, wort! 
20, 000 J. 

Brigadier Midd leton's Son, to the Lady Diana Gray, 
Daughter to the Earl of Stamford. EY 


n Eſqz Mayot of Coventry, to Miſs Fletcher 
of Cheapfide, with 40001. IS | 
William Tate of itcham, Eſq; to Miſs Myres, worth 
10% J. | 
William Gill of St. Albar's, Eſq; to Miſs Afhe of Hert- 


ord.. M0 
7 hn She heard, Eſq; to Miſs Streatficld, worth 15,0001. 
illiam Hobard, Eſq; to Miſs Andrews, worth 180007. 
William Towers of Tooting, Eſq; to Miſs Caſtle, 6000 J. 
Gharles-Behn Philips, Eſq; to Miſs Magdalen Bryſonæwell. 


Duke of Hamilton and Brandon, to Miſs Spencer of, 


Groſvenor Square, an Heireſs worth 70,0007. being his 
third Wife. 

George Pits of Shoreham in Suſſer, Eſq; to the Widow 
Ehinſon of Lewes. 

George Vernon of Ipſwich, Eſq; to the only Daughter of 
Peter-Gibſon Webſter, Eſq; 

Edward Hooper, Eſq; Member for Chriſtchurch, Hants, 
to Miſs Venables of the ſame County. 


Deaths. 

Sir William Fleming, Bart. at Rydall Hall, Weſtmoreland - 
He derived his Extraction from Baldwin V. Earl of 
Flanders ; he was choſe Member for the County of Weft- 
moreland in 1696, 1698, and 1704: He was a Commiſſio- 
ner of Exciſe in the Reign of King William, and created 
« Baronet by Queen Anne in 1705, with Remainder to 
his Brothers, for Want of Male Iſſue: He marry'd in 
1723, the Daughter of Mr. Thomas Rowland of Kirby 
Kendal, and had by her one Daughter ; but the Eſtate 
and Title devolve to his Brother, Sir George Fleming, 
Biſhop of Carliſle. | 

The Relia of James Lever, Eſq; of Grief for her 
Husband deceaſed. | | 

Lady Ruſſel, Mother of the Wife of Thomas Scawen, Eſq; 
Knight of the Shire for Surrey, and Wife to Sir Harry 
Houghton, Bart. 

James Berkeley, Earl of Berkeley, at a Seat of the Duke 
of Richmond's, near Rochelle in France. He was one of 
His Majeſty's Moſt Hon. Privy Council, Vice Admiral 
of Ergland, Knight of the Garter, Conſtable of the 
Caſtle of St. Brevals in the Foreſt of Dean, and Keeper 
of the Woods and Deer, and Lord Lieutenant of the 
County of Glouceſter. His Lordſhip was call'd up by 


Writ to the Houſe of Peers in 1705-6, and ſoon after 


made an Admiral, He was Firſt Commiſſioner of the 
H 2 | Admiralty 


| 
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Admiralty in the Reign of King George I. and five Times 
one of the Lords Juſtices while that Prince was at Han 
ver. He marry'd the Lady Louiſa Lenos, eldeſt Siſter to 
the Duke of Richmond She dy'd Fan. 1716-17, and left 
a Son Auguſtus, now Earl of Berkeiey, and the Lady Eli. 
Zabeth, who is marry'd to Anthony Henley of Hants, Eſq, 
Capt. Edmonds, of the firſt Regiment of Foot Guards, 

Sir Adolphus Oughton, Bart. at Tetchbrook in Warwick- 
ſhire, Brigadier-General of his Majeſty's Forces, Colonel 
of a Company of Foot Guards, and a Member for Cover. 
try. He was created a Baronet the 5th of George I. on 
his being appointed Proxy to repreſent his Royal High- 
neſs the late Biſhop of O/nabrugh, Duke of York, at his 

Inſtalment as Knight of the Garter z he marry'd his 
Couſin German, fole Daughter and Heir of Sir Thomas 
Wagstaff, Bart. and ReliQt of Sir Edward Bagot of Blith- 
field in Staffordſhire ; but leaving no Iflue by her, the 

Title is extinQ. 

Thomas Churchill, Eſq; Bricklayer te his Majeſty. 

Duncan Maclauchlan, a rich Farmer of Strathawin in 

the Shire of Bamf, Scotland, aged 111. 

Ca pt. Robinſon, formerly Commander of the Willian 

and Mary Yatcht, and one of the Elder Brothers of Tri- 

nity Houſe at Greenwich, 

William Kellet, Eſq; at Twickenham, worth 40.0001. 

Sir Patrick Johnſtoun, Bart, Provoſt of Edinburgh at 
the Union. | 

The Dutcheſs of Ancaſter and Keftevan. 

Capt. Newton of the firſt Regiment of Foot Guards. 

Capt. Thomas Bronſden, an eminent Ship-Builder, Ma- 

fter of the great India Dock at Deptford. 

John Jekyll, Eſq; Brother to his Honour the Maſter of 

the Rolls. 
Major Compton of the 3d Troop of Horſe Guards. 
Mr. Weeks, one of the Clerks of the Houſe of Lords, 

«!ſo Clerk of the Diſperſation Office in Chancery. 
At his Houſe at Lge in Kent, aged near 80, Philip 

Papillon. Eſq; Member of Parliament for Dover, in moll 

of the Parliaments called by Queen Arne, and in thoſe 

called by his late Majeſty, till he accepted the Place of 

Receiver of the Stamp Duties. He was Father of David 

Papillon, Eſq; Member ir this preſent Parliament for 

Dewcr. 

Mr. Sanuel Aſlunſt, an eminent Woollen Draper in 

Cheaftſide, one of the Common Council Men for Che 

Ward, and ene of the Song of the late Sir Will. Aſhurſt, Kt. 

Lord Mayor of Lergor, 2 
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Sir John Leigh, Bart. at Addington, Surry, AY. 
Sir William Osbaldefton, Bart. at Chadlington, Oxon. 

In his Chamber in the Preſs-yard of Newgate, in the 
$24 Year of his Age, Major John Bernardi, who had 
been a State Priſoner for 40 Vears, being committed for 
the Aﬀaſſination Plot againſt King William, All the Per- 
ſons charged in that Plot are dead, except Mr. Robert 
Blackbourn, who is fill in Newgate. 

In Yorkſhire, the Rev. Mr. Abraham. Sharp, Rector of 
Lanes borough and Markæmieter in that County, Confeſſor to 
his Majeſty's Houſhold, and one of the Gentlemen of the 
Royal Chapel at St. James's. | 

In Roſe-ftreet, Soho, the Count de Vivon, a Gentleman 
of France, who had been long in England. 


In Rutlandſhirg, in the 83d Year of his Age, Sir Mil- 
liam Gale, Kt, | 


OCTOBER. 


| Preferments. 

Mr. Guidot, made High Bailiff of the Savoy Liberty. 

Mr. Brinkman, Valet de Chambre to his Majeſty, in 
the Room of his Brother. 

Mr. John Ellis, Painter to the Prince of Wales. 

Mr. Trinworth, King's Sadler, in the Room of Mr, 
Holiday, deceas'd. 

Walter Harris, Eſq; Serjeant-Porter to his Majeſty, in 
the Room of Admiral Cavendiſh, who refign'd, 

Charles Craven, Eſq; Governor of Huth. Carolina, in 
the Room of —— Johnſon, Eſq; deceaſed. | 

George Bennet, Eſq; Major in the 3d Troop of Horſe 
Guards. | 

Samuel Saville, Eſq; Guidon and Major, Ew. Wills, Eſqz 
Exempt and Captain, Wiiliam Hollingworth, Eſq; Briga- 
dier and Lieutenant, Thomas Edwards, Eſq; Captain in a 
Regiment of Foot, | 

Henry Brook, LL. D. Profeſſor of Law, Oxon. x 

Boothby Skrymſher, Eſq; made Regiſter General of all 
Trading Ships belonging to Great Britain, in the Roym 
of the late Robert Prirgle, Eſq; 

Edward Trelawny, Eſq; appointed Governor. of Jamaica, 
in the Room of the late Henry Cunningham, Eſq; 

Francis Gasberry, Eſq; appointed Commiſſioner of the 


Sick and Hurt Office, in the Room of the late Kendrick 
Fdishury, Eſqz 


2 
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54 The Cbronological Diary 
Mr. Gasberry is ſucceeded as Comptroller of the gtx. 
* Office, by Ceorge- Anne Burchtt, Son of Jofiah Bur. 
ther, Eſq; j 
Hot. Arthay Hill, made ſole Regiſter of the Mens. 
rials of all Deeds, Conveyances, and Wills in Ireland. 
Capt. Henry Panton, made Equerty to his Majeſty, ih 
the Room of General Panton, who tefign'd. 
Hon. Bafptiſt-Leveſon Gower, Eſqz Deputy Ranger of 
Whithcote Park, O*fordfhire. | | | 
Charles-Lee, Eſu; Maſter of his Majeſty's Revels, ap- 
pointed Page of Honour to his Majeſty. He 
Mr. Thomas Ball, Canon Refidentiary of Ghicheſter, 
tollated ta the Archdeaconry of the fame. | 
Dr. Heylin, Rector of St. Mary le Strand, and Mr. 
Biſtoe, Rector of St. Martin Outinich, made Prebendaries 
of St. Paul's. 
Dr. Haley, made Dean of Chicheſter. 
Mr. Allen, made Miniſter of St. Anne's within Alder/- 
gate, in the Room of Mr. Butler, deceas'd. 
Mr. Thomas Ley, Chaplain to Sir Robert Valpole, to the 
Reftory of Patroc kſtome, Devonſhire. 
Mr. Gibbon, elected by the Governors of Bridewell 
Hoſpital, Preacher there, in the Room of Dr. Talden, 
deceas d; he had 95 Votes, and the Rev. Mr. Nicol/on 


92. 
8 Births. | 

A Woman at a Dairy Cellar in the Strand, was deli- 
ver'd of five Children, viz. three Boys and two Girls. 

The Wife of William King, Efq; Son of the late Lord 
King, of a Son at the Hague. 

The Wife of Benjamin Everard, Eſq; of two Sons, at 
Dublin. \ | 


4 5% 
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.. Marriages. | 
John Hog, Eſq; of Cambo in Scotland, was marry'd to 
Miſs Muſgrave, Siſter to Sir Philip Muſgrave of Eden Hall, 
Cumberland, 
Dr. Walter Evans of Brails, Warwickſhire, to Miſs 
Regabella Hole, worth 10,0001. | De 
Peter St. Eloy, Eſq; to Miſs Whitaker, Daughter of Sir 
Edward Whitaker, Kt. and Niece to the Lord Chancellor. 
Mr. Salter, Student at Chrift-church, Oxon, to Miſs 
Williams, worth 10,000 1. | 
Hon. Samuel Maſham, Eſq; Son and Heir to the Lord 
Maſham, to Miſs Winnington, Sifter to Thomas Winnington, 
 Rfq; one of the Lords of the Treaſury, worth 20,000 J. 


Joſeph 
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Joſeph Peteres of Suſſex, Eſq; to Miſs Croves, with 
120000, 
William Oakden of More Ehrichall in Dorſetſhire, Eſqs 
to Mrs. Finch, worth 12000 J. 9 | 

William Foſter of Afhburnham in Efſes, Eſq; to Mifs 
Herbert of Lewes in Suſſex, 00 . 1 

Lord Vere Bertie, to Miſs G6a/ey, Heireſs to the late 
Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. 7000 J. | i 

Sir Ckriſtophes Hales, Bart. to Miſs Harriſon, Daughter 
of Lady Wray by her firſt Husband. ; 
Paulet St. John of Farley, Hants, to the Relict of Sir 
Haſwell Tynte of Somer ſetſhire, Bart. 


Deaths. 7 a 

Dy'd Robert Pringle, Eſq; at Rotterdam, aged 30, in 
his Return to England from the Spa. He came over with 
the Prince of Orange at the Revolution, and was after- 
wards Deputy Seeretary for Scotland, afterwerds Secretary 
at War for Great Britain, and dy'd Regiſter General of 
the Shipping. | 

Mr. John Baxter at Greenwich, aged 101. 

Andrea Charlton, Eſq; Houſe-keeper to his Majeſty at 
Newmarket z by his Death 300 J. per Ann. de vol ves to 
Chriſt-church College, Oxon. | 

Lady Gatharine Shirley, Sifter to Earl Ferrers, at Stan- 
ton in Leiceſter ſhire. | | 

Charles Greenwood, Eſq; of the Gout. He was one of 
the Commiſſioners of Wine-Licences, and one of the 
Clerks of the Council Extraordinary. __ 

Mr. Gaſcombe, a Hamburgh Merchant in Watling-ſtreet, 

The Lady of Col. Wilſon, in Delahay; ſtreet. 

Mr. Butler, Miniſter of the united Pariſhes of St. Anne 
and St. Zachary without A4lderſgate 5 Lecturer of St. Cle- 
mert's Eaftcheap, and Miniſter of Dagenham in Eſſex. 

Richard Blechyndon, LL. D. Provoſt of Worceſter College, 
ReQtor of Newham Courtney in Oxfordſhire, and Kingston 
Baptift in Berkſhire, and Prebendary of Glouceſter. 

Goddard Adrian Ginkle, Earl of Athlone, Oc. at the 
Univerſity of Marpurgh, in the Landgraviate of Heſſe 
Caſſel, of the Small-Pox. | rs 

The Lady of Sir Walter Calverley in Yorkſhire. She yas 
Daughter of Sir William Blacket of Wallington in Nor- 
thumberland, Bart. ” 


William Kelſey, Eſqz Member of the Royal Academy 
at Berlin. | : 
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Dy'd William Mears, Eſq; at Lambeth, aged 85, for. 
merly in Commiſhon of the Peace for Surry. 
Sidney Cobley, Eſq; formerly Governor of Connecticut 
and Rhode. Iſland. a 
Mr. Mawſon, Banker in Lombard. ſtreet, Son of Richard 
Mawſon, who fined for Sheriff in Ju 1734. | 
Lady Betty Daſhwood, Relidt of Sir Francis Daſſwood. 

Newton Haynes, of the Tower, LL. D. 

Philip Gery, Eſq; Lieutenant Colonel to Brigadier 
Churchill's Regiment of Dragoons at Northampton. 
Lady Murden, Relict of- Sir Feſeph Murden at Kew 

Humphrey French, Eſq; late Lord Mayor, and Member 
of Parliament for Dublin, for which City he was choſen 
without a Penny Expence, that City having reſolved not 
to be treated on theſe Occaſions. He was one of the beſt 
Magiſtrates that ever any City was bleſt with. 

George Clarke, LL. D. Member of Parliament for the 
Univerſity of Oxford, and Senior Fellow of All-Souls 
College. He left to Worceſter College 40001. for build- 
ing a Library, alſo fix Fellowſhips of 431. per Ann. 
each, and ſix Scholarſhips of 231. each; his Medals ta 
the Univerſity, his fine Pictures to the Earl of Roche- 
ter and Clarendon, to be hung up in Golgotha, his Houſe 
and Furniture to the Warden of All-Souls for the Time 
being for ever, and the reſt of his Eſtate to Mr. Clarke, 2 
young Gentleman of Chriſt-churck College, Oxford. Tho- 
mas Kow'ncy, Eſq; and Dr. Shippen, are the Executors. 

Henry Cartwright, Eſq; Receiver-General of the Stamp 
Duties. | 

The Counteſs Dowager of Bute, Siſter to the Duke of 
Argyle, in Scotland. 

At Dunkirk, Edward Harvey of Combe, in Surry, Eſq 

Col. Deviſcher, in St. James's Place. - 

St. Quintin Thompſon, Eſq; a Director of the Eaſt- India 
Company, and eldeſt Son of the preſent Lord Mayor. 

In Penſilvania, Col. Patrick Gordon, Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of that Province. 

At Dublin, the Rev. Mr. Williamſon, Archdeacon of 
Kildare. | | 
At Harrow on the Hill, the Rev. Mr. Warren, Fellow 

of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. & 
| Lady Philips, Relict of Sir Ambroſe Philips, Kt. 
Rev, Mr. Downs, ene of the Prebendaries-of Worceſter. 
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| Preferments, | 

Earl of Broadalbin, unanimouſly choſen one of the 16 
Peers of Scotland, in the Room of the Earl of Balcarras, 
deceas d. | 


Mr. Eayneft, made Page of the Bedchamber to the Prin- 
ceſs of Wales. A new Place. 


Lord Auguſtus Fitzroy, a Son of the Duke of Grafton, 
Captain of the Eltham Man of War. | 
Mr. LeGrard, Lieutenant of the Veomen of his Ma- 
jelly's Guard, in the Room of Andrew Charleton, de- 
ceas'd. 

Lord Charles Hay, Son of the Marqueſs of Tweedale, 
Colonel of a. Regiment of Dragoons in Ireland, in the 
Room ef Sir Adolphus Oughton, deceas'd. 

William Janſſen, Eſq; Provoſt-Marſhal of his Majeſty's 
Leeward and Caribbee Iſlands in America, in the Room of 
Patrick Crawford, Eſq; who reſign'd. 

John Dalby of Hurft, Eſq; choſe one of the Verdurors 


of Windſor Foreft, in the Room of William Angell, Eſq; 
deceas'd. 


Laws, Eſqz Governor of Bombay. 
Mr. James Cecil, made Clerk of the Jurats in the Court 
of Common -Pleas. 

Thomas Mitchell, Eſq; Captain of a Company in the 
Regiment of Foot late General Tatton's. 

Mr. Drew, Chaplain to Sir John Thompſon, Lord Mayor. 

Mr. Molloy, Treaſurer of Chrift-Church, Dublin. 

Dr. Wilcox, choſe Maſter of Glare-Hall, Cambridge, in 
the Room of Dr. Adams, Maſter of Sidney-College. 


| Births. 
The Princeſs of Brafi! deliver'd of a Daughter. 
Lord Teynham's Lady, of a Son. 
The Dutcheſs of Ho!ftein-Ploen, of a Prince. 
A Woman in Vere: ſtreet, of her 35th Child by one 
Husband. | 


The Lady of the Hon. Richard Arundel, Eſq; of a 
Daughter. 
Marriages, 
Col. Coker of the Guards, married to Miſs Watſon, 
worth 40007. and 2001. Fer Annum. 
Philip Hollingworth, Banker in Lombard. ſtreet, to Miſs 
Hope, at Norton - Fol gate. 
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Thomas Fox, aged 86, to Frances Fuller, aged 96. 

Mr. Burrington, Son of William Burrington, Eſq; of 
Lefiwwithiel, Cornwall, to Miſs Perry of Saltaſh. 

Sir, William Lowther, Bart. of Yorkſhire, to Miſs Ram/- 
den, Sifler to Sir John Ramſden, Bart. worth 20,000 J. 
Thomas Eversfield, Eſq; to the Relia of Kenrick Daw- 
kins, Eſq; worth 15, ooo l. 

to Mifs @vitinn ese L 

Lord Viſcount Andover, eldeſt Son to the Earl of Berk- 
fhire, to the Lady Mary Finch, zd Daughter to the Earl 
of Aylesford. | 

Lord Sidney Beauclerk, Brother to the Duke of St. Al- 
ban's, to Miſs Norris, worth 60,900 J. | 

Lenwis.Way, Efq; of Stretham, Surry, to Miſs Philadel- 
phia Newnham, Siſter to the Solicitor General's Lady, 
worth 12,0007. 

Jacob Wright of Eaft-Sheen, Eſq; to Miſs Rewberry, 


worth $500 /. per Ann. 
Samuel Lane, Eſq; to Miſs Wilſon, an Heireſs, worth 


too.. | 

Cornelius Laug/ton, Merchant, to Miſs Ingram, with 
6000 J. and 4000 1. per Ann. 5 | 

John Taunton of Caſtleton, Dorſetfhire, Eſq; to Miſs 
Stavely of Hammer/mith, an Heireſs worth 120001. 

George Richards of Queensborough, Kent, Eſq; to Miſs 
Ballard, ſole Heireſs to William Ballard of Chatham, Eſq; 

Deaths, 

Don Joſeph Patinho, dy'd at Madrid, October the 23d, 
O. S. He was Prime Miniſter, and Secretary of all the 
Diſpatches of the King of Spain. He was originally a 
Milaneze, and firſt began to taken Notice of towards 
the Cloſe of the Adminiſtration of Cardinal Alberoni, 
and after the Duke of WY Diſgrace, he had a Share 
in the Management of all Affairs under the Queen's Di- 
rection with the Marqueſs de la Paz, upon whoſe Ruins 
(during the Stay of the Court at Seville for political 
Reaſons) he raiſed himſelf. to that Dignity 3 and he 
would have dy'd with Pleaſure, ſays our Author, if he 
could have brought about His grand Point in View, viz. 
The Reduction of his Native Country under the Dowi- 
nion of Spain. | | 

James Cunningham, Merchant, at. Dublin, by whoſe 
Death, 20,0007. fell to his Nephew, Janes Cunningham, 
Merchant at London. | 
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59 
Iſaac Franks, Eſqy a Jew Merchant, worth 200,000 “. 
who for ſeveral Years paſt has given 3000 l. per Ann. to 

Poor. 
gy Egan, Eſq; in Ghancery-iane, Recorder of Kil- 
kenny in Ireland. He left 101. a-Year to poor Widows, 
and 20,0001. to his Nephew Mr. Egan, 

Sir Fiſher Tench, Bart. at Low-Layton in Eſſex, He was 
formerly Member in ſeveral Parliaments for the Borough 
of Southwark, created a Baronet in the ad Vear of King 
George I. marry'd Elizabeth, Daughter of Robert Bird, 
of Staples-Inn, Eſq; by whom he had five Sons and four 
Daughters : He is ſucceeded by his only ſurviving Son, 
Sir Nathanael Tench. 

Stephen Perry, Eſq; at Dartford, Kent, worth 100,000 J. 
which he has left to his Nephew, Stephen Perry, a Baker 
in Hampton, Gloucefterſhire, | 

Mr. Fon Keene, Collector of the Cuſtoms at Wells, Nor- 
folk, and Uncle to Mr. Keene, Plenipotentiary at Madrid. 

William Metcalfe, of Banbury, Oxford hire, Eſq; in Red- 
Lion-Square. He was Fellow of Queen's College, Cambridge. 

Salway Winmington, Eſq; in Worceſterſhire, Fatder of 
Thomas Winnington, Eſq; one of the Lords of the Treaſury. 

Abraham Finch, Merchant, immenſely rich, at Stoke- 
Newington. 

Mr. Lovett, Serjeant · Porter to his Majeſty. 

Miſs Fenkinſon, a Maiden Lady, in New Bond-ftreet, 
being in her Parlour, and as ſuppos'd in a Fit, fell into 
the Fire and was burnt to Death. 

Robert Fenwick, Barriſter at Law, in Cray's-Inn, 

Brigadier Stewart at Bath. | | 

Teorge Turner, Eſq; of Swannie, Denbighthire, at Paris, 
He was poſſeſs'd of 8001. a Year. 

Mr. Sale, in Surreyflreet in the Strand ; He tranſlated 
the Koran of Mahomed, was one of the Authors of the 
Univerſal Hiftory, alſo of the General Dictionary, which 
includes Bayle, in tranſlating of whom he exerted himſelf, 
as being a Work agreeabie to his own Geniusz he was 
reckon'd to underſtand the Oriental Languages better 
than any other Man in England. | 

Fon. Mrs. Jernegan, Wife of Dr. Jernegan, Siſter to 
Lord Teynham. 

Mrs. Mary Fenens, a Maiden Lady of prodigious Bulk, 
tho? under 30 Years of Age, at the Oxford-Arms Inn in 
in Warwick-Lane. She leſt her Fortune of 80,0001. to a 
Nephew and two Nieces; and — Feen, Eſq; of 

| | Northam, 
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Nerthaww, Executor. She was buried in a Suit of Velvet 
at Chyift-Church in Newgate. ſtreet; her Coffin was fix Feet 
fix Inches long, two Feet nine Inches over, and cover's 
with Velvet. This Lady never had any fix'd Dwellin 
but remov'd from one Inn to another, (ſometimes in Lon. 
don, at other Times in the Country) where ſhe often con- 
tinued three or four Months at a Time, with a Steward, 
two Women Servants, a Coachman and Footman, and 
ſeldom went out of her Chamber all the Time. She 
conſtantly diſcharged her Reckoning every Night, paying 
in the moſt generous Manner for what ſhe had; but 
never let them know who the was, nor would ever ſee 
any Body but her Servants. - 

Edward Harriſon, Eſqy one of the Governors of St. 
George's Hoſpital. _. | He, 

George Willy, Eſq; at Vinbleton, poſſeſs'd of 2000. fe 


Ann. 

General Groves, in New Bond. ſtreet. 

Mr. Allabay, Maltfier at Leigh in EW , worth 20,000]. 

Thomas Stiles, Eſq; at Kenſington Gravel-pits, worth 
8:01. a- Lear. | 

Chriſtopher Lethuillier, Eſq; at Bath. He was a Di- 
rector of the Bank. | 

Thomas Lewis, Eſq; at Soberton in Hampſhire. He was 
Father-in-Law to the Earl of Plymouth. | 

The Lady of Sir Robert Clarke, Bart. in Oxford/kire, 
Siſter to Sir Francis Skipwith, 

Mr. Samuel Hughes, Deputy Comptroller of the Ex 
ciſe ; a Place worth 180 J. a-Year. | 

gm Keck, Efq; in Southampton. ſtreet, worth 70000. 
a - Vear. 
1 Rev, Mr. Jachſon, Lecturer of St. Faith and St. Auſtin, 

ondon. | 

At his Houſe at Highgate, Samuel Fane, Eſq; 

John Price, Eſq; Architect of St. George's Church in 
Southwark. 

Edward Treby, Eſq; who had ſerved his Country in 
ſeveral Parliaments. 
Jon Trevanion, Eſq; formerly Knight of the Shire for 
Cornwall. — IBRIER 
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